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OLD SILHILLIANS ASSOCIATION LIMITED

MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ON 11 DECEMBER 2018

1. Attendance and apologies

There were 19 full members in attendance and, accordingly, the meeting was 
declared quorate.  

Apologies were received from Peter Davies, Simon Griffiths, Rupert Young, David 
Lloyd (Headmaster), Peter Callaghan, Peter Thomas, Philip Green, Alan Cave and
Andrew Clutterbuck. 

2. Chairman’s welcome

Barry Allen welcomed all present. 

He noted the following developments and action points arising over the past year:

 In recognition of the need to identify issues in financial performance, a 
finance sub-committee had been established out of the Main Committee 
of the OSA.

 A cost reduction programme was initiated early in 2018.

 It was recognised that the OSA must continue to build on turnover.

 The previous manager of the Copt Heath Clubhouse has been released 
and Mark Coltman has been installed in his place. 

 A new team had been installed on revised employment arrangements.

 A modernised system for tills and booking systems has been installed.

 A new website has been set up which is both legible and targeted.  Barry 
Allen thanked John Harrison and Simon Westwood for their work in 
setting up the new website.

 Revised financial agreements have been set up with the various sports 
clubs using Copt Heath.

 Barry Allen announced that half yearly reports on the business of the 
Company would be published on the Company's website going forward.

SPECIAL BUSINESS

3. Proposed new Articles of Association 

Draft Articles of Association had been put forward prior to the AGM on 6 December 
2017.  Following discussions with certain members, it became apparent that further 
amendment should be considered and accordingly the Articles of Association were 
published on the Company’s website and comments invited.

A special resolution was proposed to adopt the Articles of Association as they appear 
on the Company’s website on the basis of the following resolution:

That the Articles of Association of Company to be provided no later than 21 
days before the date of the Annual General Meeting be adopted as the new 
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Articles of Association of the Company in substitution for and to the exclusion 
of the existing Articles of Association of the Company including the relevant 
provisions of the Company’s Memorandum of Association which, by virtue of 
Section 28 Companies Act 2006, are treated as provisions of the Company's 
Articles of Association.

The special resolution was met with over 75% approval and was duly passed. There 
were two abstentions. 

ORDINARY BUSINESS

1. Approval of Minutes of AGM on 6 December 2017

The minutes of the previous AGM were approved unanimously and signed by the 
outgoing President.

2. President’s Report

The President reported as follows: -

“It has been an honour to be your President for the year and I am delighted to have 
been asked by Jonny in the first place.

It has been good to see the School continue to grow and the plethora of talent we 
can boast at Solihull in the classroom, the Bushell Hall and the sporting arena.  It is 
important to remember our links with the School through the Trust and the great 
support that is offered to pupils at the School through the alumni and relations office 
where Lucy and Lynn are doing an excellent job.

I believe the clubhouse is undergoing some real improvements and it is largely
thanks to Max and Mark with the changes that they have implemented over the last 
12 months.  It has not been a completed job but we are taking big strides in the right 
direction and they have my thanks for the support they have offered me through the 
year.  The under 25s also goes from strength to strength under the guidance of Aoife, 
Harry and Megan this year.

Without the Committee we would not be able to continue to support the alumni.  A 
huge amount of work goes in throughout the year by the whole Committee and I 
would like to personally thank them all for the work that they do giving up their own 
time and expertise with the aim of always improving the OSA.  

This year the OSA would like to offer our heartfelt thanks particularly to Malcolm 
Lawrie, who after 19 editions is stepping down as editor of the Silhillian and we would 
like to offer our thanks to Malcolm [Malcolm Lawrie was presented with a gift by the 
President].

I am pleased to be able to nominate Simon Griffiths for the upcoming year.  Having 
been an active member of the Committee for the last two years, I know that the 
Association will be in good hands to help guide us through the next 12 months.  
Unfortunately Simon cannot be here with evening but I am sure you will all see him 
over the coming months and hope that you will give him the same support as you 
have me”.

3. Submission of Accounts and Report of Auditors for Year Ended 31 July 2018

Steve Urry presented the accounts of Old Silhillians Association Limited and The 
OSA Trust, in each case to 31 July 2018.  These had already been approved by the 
Main Committee and the Trust respectively.  
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4. Election of Auditors

Steve Urry proposed that BSN Associates Limited be appointed as auditors for year 
ending 31 July 2019 in respect of both OSA Limited and The Trust.  This was 
approved unanimously.  

5. Headmaster’s Report

In the absence of the Headmaster, there was no Headmaster's Report, however the 
Headmaster’s full report features in the latest copy of the Silhillian. 

6. OSA Trust - Chairman's Report

7. In the absence of Peter Thomas, there was no Chairman’s Report, however the full 
OSA Trust report features in the latest copy of the Silhillian. 

8. Election of Officers and Committee for 2019

The following nominations had been received for the following positions: -

President: Simon Griffiths

Immediate Past President: Jamie Clapham

Chairman: Barry Allen 

Treasurer: Steve Urry 

Secretary: Peter Davies 

Facilities Director: Max Levenger 

Communications Director: Harry Morgan

Headmaster: David Lloyd 

General members:  Simon Westwood 

 Rupert Young 

 John Harrison 

 Laurence White

 Graham Loader

 Dan Super

 Peter Earl

 Aoife Mannion 

As there was only one nomination for each vacancy, it was proposed that a vote be 
taken on a block basis.  The meeting unanimously approved the appointment of the 
above.  

9. Assumption of office by new President

Jamie Clapham noted the absence of Simon Griffiths who was unavoidably detained 
and announced that he would pass the badge of office to the new President.
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The Chairman then brought the meeting to an end.




