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Dear Old Silhillians,
When I was asked by Mike Bettridge to become his President-elect, little did I know that when it
became time for me to take over the office of President, that I would be setting out on such an
interesting and enjoyable journey. In December, at the Annual Dinner all seemed a little strange and
to be totally honest, I was beginning to wonder what I had let myself in for, but within a very short
period of time my dear old pal John Richardson, our illustrious secretary, had come to my rescue
with a detailed plan of the year's activities ahead and almost at once the fog began to clear, and I
could see that this was going to be tremendous fun.
The first official duty that any President has to perform in his year of office is that of reading a
lesson at the service of nine lessons and carols held in the school chapel. As a past School Sacristan,
the prospect of carrying out this duty did not worry me in the slightest, that is until I took my place
on the altar steps and the service got under way. I was scheduled to read lesson No. 6. The first one
up was a young boy from the Junior School, who I have to say read his lesson with the maturity and
disposition of an Oxford Don. Then came a boy from the middle school, and another from the upper
school — both of whom were faultless in their delivery. After the boys came a Master of the School,
followed by the President of the Parents' Association — again equally faultless — and then it was
my turn. Well I was 'scared stiff' not only at the prospect of floundering at the lectern, but I could not
work out which was the best route that I should take to get to it, as there appeared to be a number
of obstacles (chairs, candlesticks — not to mention people) between me and my place behind the
lectern. Anyway, I survived the ordeal and I have to say thoroughly enjoyed the service, which
incidentally I would strongly recommend any old boy/girl to attend if they possibly can.
Christmas seemed to come and go pretty quickly and with one or two dinners to attend in
January/February I seemed to be operating at a reasonably comfortable pace. Little did I realize that this
was the 'quiet before the storm' as between 28th March and the end of June, I was to attend
approximately forty functions, and see my slim, firm and finely tuned almost athletic frame develop into
something more akin to that of a beached whale. Without exception, all of the sports sections were
particularly kind and generous to me during this period, inviting me to their dinners and various sporting
events, and I can honestly say that I will always remember their hospitality with much affection.
There have, however, been two events during the year which I particularly enjoyed and would wish
to make special mention of. The first one was the occasion of the Centenary Inspection of the CCF
held at Solihull School. Phil Griffiths did an outstanding job in organising such an event and I felt
incredibly honoured to take part in the day, which made me feel privileged to be a former pupil of
Solihull School. As one would expect the day went with great military precision and we were
entertained with a fly-past by Tornado Aircraft, a parachute display team from the Red Arrows and
an exhibition of numerous items of military hardware, tanks, rocket launchers and the like. Even the
boys and girls from the school were being given helicopter rides over Solihull in the very latest military
aircraft. All this on one of the hottest days of this unusually miserable summer. The day concluded
with an excellent dinner held in the School Refectory and again, one felt privileged to be a part of
such an event where more than 150 former pupils who had each chosen to make their careers in the
armed forces were present.
The second event which I thoroughly enjoyed this year was that of the Summer Ball, which, despite
suffering from diminishing numbers attending in previous years, was a great success, with more than
150 enjoying an evening of fun and fellowship well into the early hours of the morning. I would
personally like to take this opportunity to thank all of those members who supported me and a
particular mention to those who helped me with the background organisation. My dear Ann must
have written out the seating plan 100 times just to ensure that each and every detail was correct.
When I took over the office of President of your Association, I had two simple objectives for the
year. The first was to ensure that the financial growth of the Club continued to secure the future
existence of the association for years to come, and the second objective was to try and further the
links between the school and the OSA.
Well, financially, it has been quite a tough year, though I am pleased to report that we have at least
come out on top and though our financial growth has not been as significant as I would have hoped,
we have nonetheless made something of a small profit.
The second objective which I personally consider to be of equal — if not more importance than
that of financial growth, was that of developing further the link between the OSA and the school.
Patrick Derham has been an absolute delight to work with in this regard, and I would like to take this

THE ASSOCIATION

THE ASSOCIATION

opportunity to thank both Patrick and his lovely wife Allison for all the support that they have both
given me during the year.
As many of you are already aware, I felt ashamed when I discovered what little the OSA did in
regard to providing scholarships at the school, and in January I launched my President's Scholarship
Appeal Fund, where it is my intention to raise, during the course of the next five years, a sum of
£200,000 for the purpose of providing scholarships for people who because of financial constraints,
are unable to attend Solihull School. I am pleased to report that the initial reaction to such a project
was well received by many of you and I would like to thank all of you who have sent me cheques.
So far, at the time of writing, I have received approximately £9,000 through donations and I hope
that with a proposed concert to be held in the school chapel with Nigel Kennedy playing, a further
£15,000 should be raised. Obviously we have a long way to go, so please if you have not contributed
yet then please, please do so, as and when you can.
Before I sign off, I would like to make one further plea for support, and that is to all OSA Members
who have or have had children at Solihull School to encourage them to join our wonderful association.
Life was much easier 25 years ago when the parents of pupils at school were given an opportunity
to pay a little extra on the school fees, to enable their children when they finished school, to
automatically become 'life members of the association' (something which I would dearly like the
governors to consider reintroducing — it works for King Edward's). With diminishing numbers joining,
and sadly a number falling off the perch from the other end, due to 'Anno Domini' — we really need
to give this area serious thought for the future.
Finally, I need to say a few 'thank yous'. Firstly to all of my Committee members a very sincere
thank you for your support. To David Green and all the Staff both in the Clubhouse and on the grounds
which again this year have been immaculately maintained — thank you; and finally to Ann who has
supported me both on and off the field 'as they say' with a calming and sensible influence when times
got a little tough, and with a sense of humour and affection towards all the friends we have met on
this a 'journey of a lifetime'. And of course to you, the members of the Association, a very sincere
'thank you' for electing me to serve you all this past year, and allowing me to be your president. It
truly has been a great honour and one which I will remember for the rest of my days.
To John Batsford, my President-elect, Good Luck and enjoy!
PETER A THOMAS

THE SUMMER I3ALL

Headmaster and President with wives

Graham and Roger Creed with Kath Callaghan

PRESIDENT-ELECT
JOHN BATSFORD - PRESIDENT-ELECT
Solihull School — 1959-1969
Windsor
John entered Solihull School as the youngest pupil in the
newest House — Windsor having been formed at the start of
the 1959 academic year.
Delivered into the tender mercies of Miss Bradwell, he rose
through the School with a notable lack of academic prowess
in the care of such memorable masters as Messrs Crawford,
Bailey, Rickman, Berridge and Costard to the Sixth Form and
particularly to the first XV coaching staff of Dennis Tomlin and
Gordon Heap. John has happy memories of rugby tours to
Fowey and a glorious win over Warwick School in 1968, the
first for many years at that time.
From School, John spurned the attractions of University
life to seek qualification in the illustrious ranks of the Royal
Institution of Chartered Surveyors, specialising in commercial
property.
He was a Partner with Elliott Son & Boyton throughout the
1980s and subsequently a Director with Chesterton plc until
1996 when he joined CB Hillier Parker as Partner In Charge of
their Birmingham office.
John's involvement with the OSA began before he left School with numerous "stone-picking" visits
to Copt Heath which seemed to be part of the School Curriculum in the mid-1960s. Whilst still at
School he also made numerous appearances for the Hornets and Arabs XV's to learn the rules of
"pre-match drinking" under the leadership of Dave Adams and Peter Stiles.
Throughout the 1970s, John played for the first and second XV's and is a past second XV Captain.
John was secretary to the OSA management committee for more years than he cares to remember
with numerous late night meetings (drinking sessions!) in the company of such committee stalwarts
as John Levenger, Stuart Shorthouse and John Richardson and there were also intermittent spells of
service on the OSA main committee.
John has a son, Ian (Windsor 1986-1997), now at Manchester University and a daughter, Sarah,
who has just embarked on her 'A' Level course at the Kingsley School in Leamington Spa.
John is looking forward to his year as President to continue the excellent work of his immediate
predecessor, Pete Thomas in further developing the strong ties and friendship, both with the School
and Parents' Association and amongst Old Sils everywhere.
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EDITOR'S LETTER
Dear Old Silhillians,
There are many Old Boys, I feel sure, who did not expect
another edition of The Silhillian with C.T.C. as the Editor. This
only goes to show what a persuasive President you have had
this year, particularly when he gets you into the Bar to do the
persuading — and hang the expense.
I soon realized this year's edition would be No. 49 and that
next year's would be No. 50 — the end of the millennium.
Perhaps I should finish the century out — an ideal time to hang
up my pen and pass the job on to a younger man.
Apart from being Editor, I also sit on the O.B. Main
Committee and I think there has been more activity this year,
in every direction, since the last major project of building the
Instone Suite 15 years ago. Scholarships, Refurbishing,
Clubhouse changing facilities and, after 30 years on the
drawing board, floodlights for the Rugby Club, paid for at their
own expense. Sadly, the Hockey Club is still without its Astroturf pitch but, without doubt, a sum of £13,000 is much easier
to raise, for floodlighting, than £240,000 for an Astro-turf hockey pitch which has become almost
compulsory for the game.
The pleasures of being O.S.A. President seldom exist today as compared with 30 years ago; it was,
therefore, very pleasing that this year's President had the best Summer Ball for many years and a
reasonable response to his Scholarship appeal.
The Clubhouse has been used for outside commercial functions to an extent never envisaged 35 years
ago when it was built. For this, we have a lot to thank David Green for, as Manager or Front man, and
John Richardson, also, for maintaining the fabric. Thanks, too, to John for collecting the moneys for the
magazine advertisements. We are, of course, very grateful to our advertisers for their continuing support.
Although we now have that new Computer, I still don't think we are getting the full benefit it was
intended to bring to membership, finance and information. I am, though, assured by people who
know a lot more than I — 'we are still building up the data bank' — and then?
A new star has, however, arisen on the scene with a true Old Silhillian background . — Mike Waters,
son of Jim Waters who was son of Dr. Terence Waters (0.S.A. President — 1948). I am assured he is
the 'whizz kid' of Computers and, as the new Membership Secretary, he has submitted three pages
of notes from the Silhillian Section of the Internet. Perhaps in years to come the magazine will be a
thing of the past but we are, at least, keeping abreast of modern communication.
I hope you liked the introduction of colour in our last mag: it was meant to be a surprise — an
advantage of having a one-man magazine committee.
There are two things I would like to see changed before I retire from the committee. (1) Get the
date changed for the Golf and Old Boys Day in December and (2) a sensible structure of Bar prices
of Spirits in relation to Lager and Beer sold in the Club. For me the Clubhouse is about friendship,
with drink prices equally related to anyone going there.
These last two items have nothing to do with the magazine but I feel support is needed at the
moment, to try to see them put into effect.
I would like to draw your attention to the proposed '60 Years On' Dinner for the era 1935-1945 approx.
on Friday, 18th June 1999 (see separate notice) with Lord John Butterfield (Head Boy 1939) in the chair.
Also a free-for-all write in for our next Silhillian No. 50 (see separate notice).
Last, but not least, many thanks to those nice people who have contributed to this No. 49 edition
with particular thanks to the Headmaster and Dennis Tomlin for being so co-operative and helpful in
making this what I hope you will find to be a worthwhile effort.
CLAUDE COTON

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Copt Heath and the Memorial Clubhouse are very well supported by a number of Old Boys and Girls.
It's a happy meeting place for many of us and we want to do all we can to encourage more Old Sils
and families to meet up here.
All our regular users and their organisations would appear to be thriving and you will read more of this
in individual reports later in the magazine. The Sports sections each have special initiatives on the go, aimed
at further strengthening their Clubs. The Masons are growing in number and the range of their activities
has widened. Our thanks must go out to the many volunteers who do the hard work required to succeed.
It is particularly pleasing to see how much the School makes use of our facilities. They of course
use their fields for sport but aside from this many teachers' choose to socialize at the Clubhouse on a
regular basis. Staff quiz nights and retired teachers lunches are just a couple of their regular activities.
Links with the School are bound to grow on the back of the School's latest addition of an Astroturf
Hockey facility which is being let out to the Old Silhillians' Hockey Club. Such a partnership will, we
hope, encourage pupils to stay in touch with the Old Silhillians through sport when they leave School.
This is my last chance to thank a number of individuals for their help in running the Association's
activities at the Clubhouse, as I am hanging up the Chairman's hat. A fantastic replacement has put
up his hand to take over from me if elected at our AGM.
Keeping all the members and customers well served and content is an enormous challenge which
David Green fulfils with great enthusiasm and professionalism. May I thank him for his hard work
ably assisted by Gail, Sam and Barry. Dorothy continues to produce excellent food at fair prices in
our kitchen. A big thank you also to all the youngsters who work behind the bars and in the kitchen.
They contribute in no small part to the friendly atmosphere.
Graham and Nigel have to be praised for the superb condition of our grounds. They have worked
hard to make sure all the sports users of the facility have perhaps the best playing surfaces available
to them in the County. A special effort is being made to improve the garden and shrub areas in order
to improve the welcome our visitors receive.
Thanks finally to everyone who has sat on the committee with me and helped keep the place ticking, on
a voluntary basis. I single out John Richardson, Steve Marks, Claude Coton and Peter Callaghan in particular.
I have made many good friends through our Clubhouse. Long may this tremendous facility to our
members flourish!
HOWARD BLOW

At the time of going to press, the Association are considering plans to improve Changing Facilities.
At the moment, no decision has been made, but the improved facilities under consideration.
BRIEF NOTES FOR CHANGING ROOM PROPOSALS
Members reconvened to discuss the Sports Sections proposals for a revised Changing Room facilities.
The following points were agreed:
1) It was good that the sports sections had an agreed proposal.
2) The Association would require accurate costing and Architects and Quantity Surveyors should be
engaged to produce accurate specification and costings for the proposals.
3) In principle, the Association would support the Sports Clubs in their endeavour but the Sports
Sections must meet an element of the costs.
4) The President and Secretary would meet with the Sports Club representative to outline the
Association position and to endeavour to move matters onwards.
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THE NEADMASTE LETTER
You will be relieved to know that I am not
going to start with a quotation from the
Grand Old Man, Gladstone, this year.
Instead I have turned for inspiration to one
of the lesser known eighteenth century
Prime Ministers, the Earl of Wilmington,
who led the country for just over a year
following Walpole's fall in 1742. He said the
following of the Duke of Newcastle, and
there have been the odd occasion this year
when it could have been said about me. "He
always loses half an hour in the morning
which he is running after the rest of the day
without being able to overtake it."
The academic year 1997-98 has been a
good one for Solihull School and the review
of the year which you can find on pages 9-15 chronicles the diverse range of activity and achievement.
Academically we have made significant strides forward and I have been pleased with the success of
the new commendation system and the positive way in which The Butterfield Cups for Academic
Endeavour have been received. There are so many other things to be pleased with but as with all
institutions we cannot afford to be complacent. We are constantly examining ourselves and changes
are afoot. As Jesse Jackson commented to Michael Dukakis in the 1988 US Presidential Election:
"Don't boast about everything in the kitchen being clean and cool: if everything is clean and cool,
ain't nothing cooking!"
The Chinese initiative has gone well for the school and in the summer term we held a very
successful China Day where Douglas Hurd and Mr Wang, the Minister and Charges D'Affaires from
the Chinese Embassy gave the keynote addresses. The next stage of the initiative is to establish links
with schools in the Far East and to seek out work experience placements for some of our sixth form.
I am hopeful that next summer we will be sending eight sixth formers to Singapore and hopefully
the year after some to Shanghai. This September we are trail blazing in another way when we become
the first UK school to become involved in the Junior Globe Programme which is an international
business and training scheme based in the USA. This initiative is funded by Edge and Ellison, Tyres
2000 and Continental Airlines and involves a group of our sixth form working on a project with two
schools in the Greater Hartford area of New England. Both projects are part and parcel of the important
process of making our pupils aware of the global marketplace they are entering.
The music and drama continue to flourish and I have had the privilege of attending a wide range
of excellent events. The Chapel Choir sang with the great American organist Carlo Curley who
complimented them by saying they were the finest school choir he had worked with. Praise indeed.
Harry Rickman bowed out of running the Sixth Form Opera with an outstanding production of "Guys
and Dolls". In our sport there have been many memorable moments too. None more so than the
selection of Ben Gerry to captain the England Under 16 Rugby team and the selection of James Spires
to play for the England Under 19 Cricket team. Here, and indeed with all that we offer, the hard work
put in by the Common Room is tremendous and we are fortunate to have such a hard working and
committed staff.
1961 saw Mike Savage's arrival at Solihull School and after 37 years of sterling service he retired
this summer. He has been a first-rate schoolmaster and unstinting in his efforts. Two great passions
stand out: the Mountain Club and the Sailing Club.
In these areas so many have benefited from his enthusiasm and his dedication. Since 1992 he has
been Head of the Lower School and it was very fitting that in the Lower School Speeches in July Mike
should present the prizes himself. The other leavers at the end of the academic year were Birgit Oehle
who has left the Modern Languages Department after all too short a time and Shunchen Duan who

has been one of our Mandarin teachers. We have had many new staff to welcome this September:
Chris Chalcraft (PE), Claire Chalcraft (Girls' Games), Kate Holtom (Art), Ulrike Mynette (German),
Alison Smith (Librarian), Carole Steele (Junior School) and Cheng fen Zhou (Mandarin).
We continue to improve our facilities and over the summer a great deal of work was done on the
Sixth Form Centre. The sixth form numbers continue to grow and the work was long overdue and
now means that key area of school life is at its very best. In September we returned to a new Astroturf
situated on Lower Bushell. This has been provided through the generosity of the E.G. Wilcox/Clovelly
Trust and is an excellent facility which will help raise the profile of school (and Old Silhillian) Hockey
and Tennis. The Astroturf will officially be opened on Old Silhillian Day, 12th December 1998, and it
will be good to see a good turnout for that event.
This year marks the 25th Anniversary of girls at Solihull School and given their tremendous
contribution throughout that time I thought it appropriate that we should celebrate this anniversary
and this we will be doing on the 12th December. Jan Keil is masterminding the day and it promises
to be a memorable occasion.
Finally one of the highlights of the year was the centenary celebration of the CCF on 8th May.
We were blessed with fine weather and it was an excellent occasion for the school. Phil Griffiths has
written more fully about the day on pages 31-35 but for me it was lovely to welcome back so many
Old Silhillians who had not been back to the school for many years.
Rather like Gladstone used to, I have gone on for too long! Suffice it to say the School is in good
heart and I do hope that we will see many of you on the 12th December.
With Best Wishes
Patrick Derham
Many Old Boys asked for more news about the School itself so I have once more summarized the
summary provided by the School.
C.T.C.
EXAMINATION RESULTS 1997-98
Advanced level (125 candidates)
A
Subjects
English Literature
6
9
History, Modern
7
Geography
28
Mathematics
8
Further Maths
Economics
7
16
Biology
Physics
11
1
Russian
14
Chemistry
7
French
2
German
1
Spanish
3
Music
Art & Design
7
Religious Studies
0
6
History, Early Modern
0
Latin
12
Business Studies
0
D&T
1
A.S. Spanish
0
A.S. Mathematics
4
A.S. Further Add Maths
145
Totals (excl. A.S.)
General Studies

38

PASS
(A—E)
10
5
6
29
3
2
9
11
0
11
4
8
0
0
4
0
6
2
9
4
0
0
2
123

12
0
2
10
2
1
2
9
0
4
2
0
0
0
4
0
1
1
6
4
0
0
0
60

6
0
2
6
0
0
0
2
0
3
7
1
0
0
0
1
6
2
10
0
0
0
0
46

0
0
0
3
0
0
0
0
0
0
3
1
0
0
0
0
1
0
1
0
0
0
0
9

0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
2
0
0
1
0
5

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1

34/34
14/14
17/18
76/76
13/13
10/10
27/27
33/33
1/1
32/33
23/24
12/12
1/1
3/3
15/15
1/1
20/21
5/5
38/40
8/8
1/1
0/1
6/6

38

21

11

8

5

2

116/123
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LVI GCSE & AS results (86 candidates)
Subjects
A*
A
Physical Education
Drama
Spanish
Italian
Business Studies
Psychology
Photography
A.S. French
A.S. German
A.S. Spanish
Totals

3
0
4
1
0
0
7
0
0
0
14

LGCSE results (116 candidates)
Subjects
A*
Art & Design
10
Latin
4
Information Technology
2
English Language
12
English Literature
16
French
24
German
12
Geography
4
Mathematics
16
Religious Studies
2
Mod. World History
11
Sc. Biology
11
Sc. Chemistry
9
Sc. Physics
17
Sc. Dual Award
0
Music
3
D&T
2
Totals
155

B

C

D

E

F

7
1
4
0
2
5
6
2
0
1
25

5
6
1
0
5
9
0
0
1
0
26

0
3
0
0
3
1
0
2
0
0
7

0
2
0
0
0
0
0
1
2
0
2

o
o

o
o

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

A

B

C

D

E

F

4
6
3
54
24
40
26
30
46
4
29
43
3
42
16
3
19
432

5
12
6
46
47
30
15
42
46
4
27
30
31
25
24
8
16
414

2
1
2
4
26
15
1
14
7
0
4
3
4
3
18
4
3
111

0
2
0
0
3
5
0
4
1
3
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
19

0
1
0
0
0
1
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
3

1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1

o

o

o
o

o
1
1

PASS
(A—C)
15/15
10/12
9/9
1/1
10/10
15/15
13/13
4/7
1/3
1/1

PASS
(A—C)
21/22
23/26
13/13
116/116
113/116
109/115
54/54
90/95
115/116
10/13
71/71
87/87
87/87
87/87
58/58
18/18
40/41

16 pupils gained 10 A or A* grades at GCSE.
Other notable academic performances
The twelve candidates for Oxford or Cambridge, who were offered conditional places after their
interviews earlier in the year, fulfilled those conditions and will take up their places in due course.
All the 9 candidates wishing to read medicine (for which entry is highly competitive) were
successful in meeting the offers they had been made.
Christopher Chiswell, Geoffrey Warnock and James Whalley won the Postal Schools' Analyst
competition run by the School of Physics and Chemistry at Lancaster University, defeating 84 teams
from 31 schools and colleges.
The following Old Silhillians (OS) were awarded First Class Honours in their final examinations this
year. David Howes (Philosophy, Politics and Economics at Oxford). Adam Gosling (Electronic Systems
Engineering at York), Simon Giddings (Engineering Mathematics at Bristol), Charles Crabtree
(Engineering Science at Oxford), Guy Cuthbertson (English Language and Literature at St Andrews),
(Guy also won the Rutherford Prize for the best student in the Honours English Class and the WyattFenty Prize for the best dissertion), Simon Clark (Zoology at Royal Holloway), Julian Bowditch
(Philosophy at Southampton).
Hariharan Raju (OS) gained a distinction in four out of seven papers at the end of his second year
of Medicine at Leeds.
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Andrew Holland (OS) has been elected to a Senior Exhibition at Emmanuel College, Cambridge.
Rayhan Davis (OS) has gained a distinction in his first year exams in Chemistry at Lady Margaret
Hall, Oxford.
Mark Schofield (OS) gained a distinction in his first year exams in Economics and Management at
Keble College, Oxford, and has subsequently been made a Scholar of the college.
Other notable performances
Mr John Lloyd (Head of Physics) received a National Physics Teaching Award from the Institute of
Physics in recognition of the excellence of his teaching.
Nina Muirhead and Alistair Gummow won Royal Air Force Flying Scholarships and Christopher
Jeeves won a Royal Navy Flying Scholarship.
Jane Leighton won the 200 metres Breastroke Title (17-19 years Age Group) at the Midlands
Swimming Championships.
Edward Hands took part in the Devizes to Westminster Kayak race over 125 miles (aided by a grant
from the David Grilli Trust) and came eighth out of the 75 teams competing.
Vijay Pattni performed with the Youth Production Company of the Birmingham Theatre School in
an adaptation of Mary Shelley's "Frankenstein".
Sarah Adam was selected as one of the two finalists in the "One World Trust" "Our Global Home"
competition and enjoyed an all-expenses paid trip to an international conference on the theme of
"The European Union, Federalism and International Democracy" in Ventotene, Italy.
Graham Bates came 14th in the country in the European Mathematics Competition for year 9 pupils
and John Else was placed in the top 60 in the country in the Canadian International Mathematics
Competition for year 10 pupils.
David Baldwin took part in the world premiere of Kenneth Branagh's "In the Bleak Midwinter" with
the Stage 2 Theatre Company.
Lawrence Shannon recently signed Associated Schoolboy forms for Aston Villa Football Club.
China Day
Following the introduction of Mandarin in to the School's language options, China Day took place on
April 24th. THe aim of the day was to promote greater understanding of China and the Far East and
their importance in the global economy. The School was extremely fortunate to have as guests Lord
Hurd, the former Foreign Secretary, and Mr. Wang, representing the Chinese Embassy, during a day
of formal presentations and seminars led by representatives of firms with a strong presence in China
and the Far East.
Careers
411 students in the Lower Fifth year and above (83%) attended the Careers Evening on 17th December
1997; 58% of their parents also attended. All 116 students in the Upper Fifth and 42 new Lower Sixth
were enrolled free of charge into membership of the Independent Schools Careers Organisation
(ISCO) and also took the ISCO/Morrisby careers guidance tests. All 143 Lower Sixth students were
entered by the School for the ISCO Higher Education Course Finder Questionnaire. They also
undertook a week of work experience (some in Paris) during the summer term. As usual, very many
of the Sixth Form attended University Open Days and/or interviews while a number attended careers
experience courses.
Music
Some 300 pupils learn instruments, most of them within the School. The First Orchestra had a busy
and successful year playing at the annual Saint Cecilia Concert with a performance of Mendelsohn's
"Hebrides Overture", followed later in the year by Tchaikovsky's "Swan Lake Suite" at the
Commemoration Concert. The First Orchestra also accompanied the Choral Society in performances
of Rossini's "Stabat Mater" and Durulfe's "Requiem". Pupils also distinguished themselves playing
concertos accompanied by the First Orchestra and String Ensemble. Sasha Koshelev was the soloist
in Cimarosa's Oboe Concerto; Jonathan Mayes and Michael Aldis in Bach's Double Violin Concerto
and Philip Aldis in the first movement of Lalo's Cello Concerto.
The Saint Cecilia and Commemoration Concerts also saw most of the School's ensembles in action:
the wind ensemble, senior and junior brass groups, senior and junior wind bands, Second Orchestra,
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string ensemble, jazz band, jazz singers and the newly formed girls' choir all provided varied and
enjoyable performances.
Many pupils right across the School had the chance to perform in the series of informal mid-week
concerts in the Music School. Sasha Koshelev, Jonathan Mayes, Richard Robinson and Isobel Elmer
additionally gave short recitals on Sunday evenings following Chapel. The Chapel Choir had another
excellent year singing almost every Sunday and with particular brilliance at the Carol Services, as
their C.D. of Christmas music will testify. They also sang with the world famous organist, Carlo Curley,
who praised their performance saying that they were the best school choir he had worked with in 20
years of touring.
The Sixth Form Opera Group's production of "Guys and Dolls" in March was a triumph and enjoyed
by all who came to see it.
The School's musicians also took their talents outside School during the year; in May they
entertained the St. Alphege Music Society while in June the Jazz Band and Barbershop group ensured
that Carnival Day in MeII Square got off to a rousing start. The school year ended with ensemble and
solo items being performed during the afternoon of Open Day.
Notable musical achievements
Christopher Chadwick was successful in auditioning for the National Youth Choir.
The Woodwind Quintet comprising Sasha Koshelev, Richard Robinson, Laurence Cramp, Neill
Bramble and Emily Aviss reached the semi-finals of the National Chamber Music for Schools
competition but illness sadly prevented them from reaching the finals.
Art
The Exhibition Area saw a series of exhibitions during the year including an Arts Council funded
collection of lithographs and collages by Matisse. There was also an impressive "Solihull School at
War" display in which archive material from the School and the Imperial War Museum combined
with photographs from the History Dept. trip to the 1st World War battlefields to create a thought
provoking experience for those who passed through the area.
The Pakistan expedition provided a display of magnificent photographs and indeed photography
has now become so popular in the School that a second dark room has been provided. The end of
the year saw Big School transformed into an Art Gallery as the normal display for Open Day was
moved to allow the redecoration of the Art rooms, a move that was much appreciated by those
attending on that day.
The appointment of a ceramics specialist in the department means that this area of the curriculum
will receive a boost and we look forward to next year's display.
Drama
Drama in the School flourished last year with the Upper School presenting Harold Pinter's enigmatic
play "The Birthday Party" in a production that excelled in every respect. Produced by Mr Melhuish,
the production brought out the brooding air of menace in the play and the whole cast impressed. The
Middle School play was Arnold Ridley's comedy thriller of the 1920s, "The Ghost Train", produced
by Mr. Willshire. In an atmospheric production, the young cast energetically recaptured many aspects
of the age of steam and there were many fine performances. The dramatic highlight of this summer's
Open Day was a studio presentation of music and words from the First World War, entitled "A Big
Picnic, 1914". Devised and produced by Messrs. Holt and Dunn, the presentation featured boys and
girls from different sections of the School and the standard of reading was very high. The use of
actual recordings of the period much enhanced the atmosphere.
Community Service
The group continued with its usual programme of visits to the elderly, helping the handicapped,
working in charity shops, Solihull Hospital, and a number of local primary schools. Shopping and
other expeditions have been organized with the help of numerous parents for transport. As ever, the
work has been challenging in a variety of ways and, equally as ever, those who have committed
themselves fully to their work have gained most from it. Community Service continues to be an
extremely valuable part of the extra-mural activities that the School offers.
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The Venture Scout Group
Many Venture Scouts have been successful in gaining awards in both the Venture Scout and Duke of
Edinburgh Award Schemes. Eight Venture Scouts gained the Venture Scout Award along with six
Bronze, three Silver and two Gold D. of E. Awards. Two Venture Scouts gained the Queen's Scout
Award and took part in the National Queen's Scout Parade at Windsor. The unit took part in an activity
weekend at the Activity Centre at Sutherland Lodge and many scouts took part in expeditions for their
awards throughout the year. A variety of activities, including a significant service to the community,
has resulted in considerable progress in the training schemes with the programme planned and
organized by the Unit Executive Committee.
Duke of Edinburgh's Award
Our major venture this year was a "home fixture" to Snowdonia in August. Since the start of the
scheme our participating students have gained a total of 208 Bronze, 125 Silver and 47 Gold Awards.
Charity '98
The majority of Charity '98 events took place over two days in February to raise funds for several
charities including the Meningitis Research Fund, NCH Action for Children, the Muscular Dystrophy
Foundation and the Riding for the Disabled Association. Major events included a car wash, a Junior
School triathlon and the usual Sixth Form Review. Forms also raised money by setting up stalls and
selling cakes and biscuits. Prior to the two-day event, several musicians had raised a substantial
amount of money by carol singing in and around Solihull shops and hotels. A special cheque
presentation assembly was held in June and the committee was able to present the various charities
with cheques amounting to a total of over £12,000.
Iceland Field Trip
In March, almost all of the Upper Sixth Geographers and a number of Lower Sixth undertook fieldwork
in Iceland, studying periglacial, glacial and fluvio-glacial features and processes at the snout of the
Solheimajokull glacier for use as case study examples in their A level exam. Other places visited
included the site of the world's oldest seat of parliament on the Mid-Atlantic Ridge; an area of intense
geyser activity where we saw Strokur erupt; Reykjavik, to undertake some work on settlement and a
little shopping; and the blue lagoon and many geothermally heated swimming pools and hot-tubs.
We were fortunate in that, as with our first visit in1996, there was again an Icelandic "heatwave",
with temperatures reaching nearly 10 degrees celsius!
Tibet Expedition
Preparations for next July's expedition to Kathmandu and Lhasa began and an exciting programme
has been developed. It will include trekking by Nam Tso lake to acclimatize to altitude conditions; a
trek from the Buddhist monastery at Ganden to the one at Samye near the Bramaputra river; a final
phase of trekking, with perhaps a 6,000 metre peak included, around the Rongbuk monastery and
Everest base camp. Several students will use the expedition as a way to complete their Duke of
Edinburgh Gold Award. The expedition has been granted "Young Explorer's Trust" official "Approval"
in recognition of the physical and mental challenge which it represents for our students. 34 of our Sixth
Form students currently expect to make the trip and 22 of them had a taste of what the walking will
be like during two trips to Snowdonia. The students are also committing themselves to a programme
of fundraising, to help to raise the cash needed for what will obviously be an expensive venture.
SPORT
Rugby
The season was always going to be difficult for the senior teams and the School motto
"Perseverantia" was often remembered as a source of strength. The 1st XV worked hard at the
beginning of the season, however, and were encouraged by their early performances against King
Edward's, Birmingham and Nottingham High School. However, the games in he middle of the term
were hard for the team and they suffered heavy defeats at the hands of Warwick and Bedford Modern.
Towards the end of the Christmas term the spirit of the team improved noticeably and heartening
performances were recorded against Bablake and Trent College and in the victories over King
Edward's Five Ways and Queen Elizabeth's Hospital, Bristol.
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There were some notable individual successes during the course of the season as noted below but
the prize must go to Ben Gerry for being selected to captain the England Schools Under-16 team.
Representative honours
Warwickshire Schools Under-18 XV
Warwickshire Schools Under-16 XV
Midlands Schools Under-16 XV
England Schools Under-16 XV

Ross Howie
Ben Gerry, John Virgo, Josh Mulira, James Hudson,
Steven Orton, lain McNidder.
Ben Gerry, John Virgo.
Ben Gerry (Captain).

Hockey
The 1st Xl played 19 matches this season, winning 11 and scoring 48 goals while conceding 39. The
biggest test of the team's ability before Christmas was the match against King Edward'S, Birmingham,
who were undefeated and the team were able to avenge last year's defeat with a solid 1-0 victory.
Top scorer was Nick Jones who scored 11 goals and the player of the year was James Thurtle who
produced some very influential performances.
Cricket
School cricket is in very good heart and there were many successes during an eventful season, despite
the regular intervention of the weather. There were many highlights at 1st Xl level; William Gilbert
managed 514 runs at an average of 51.4, placing him 18th in the post war records and a total of 5 batsman
made the Wisden record books. Perhaps the greatest highlight was James Spires' selection for the England
Under-19 One Day Xl that played against Pakistan, an excellent achievement and a testament to his fine
slow left arm bowling and his powerful middle order batting. We will chart his progress with interest!
Representative honours
Under-11
Warwickshire
Under-13
Under-14
Under-16
Under-19
H.M.C.
Under-19
England
Under-19

Golf
The society enjoyed another successful year, winning the Golf Foundation Regional School Team
Championship at Beau Desert Golf Club. We had good victories in the H.M.C. Schools' Foursomes
competition against Warwick School and Trent College before losing to the eventual national winners
in the regional final. The School Golf Championship was won by lain Belcher with a gross score of
76 off the white tees at Olton Golf Club — a fine achievement! Once again a group of 12 boys
participated in an eight week coaching clinic during the summer term with the professional at Olton
Golf Club.
Squash
The first V had a reasonable year, winning six of their thirteen matches and coming second in the
local section of the National Schools' Knock-out Competition.
Tennis
The School teams enjoyed a very successful season, in particular the Under-13 and Under-15 teams.
The latter became Borough Champions and they hope to improve on the achievement of the previous
year when they reached the last eight nationally in the Midland Bank competition. Two boys
represented the School splendidly at the Public Schools L.T.A. tournament at Eton.
Girls' Games
The girls have had a busy and eventful year. A total of 36 girls represented the School in 54 matches
across seven different sports. Notable achievements include being joint winners of the Under-19
Netball League, runners-up in the Solihull Schools Swimming Gala and the Badminton team were
undefeated in their five matches. Successful inter-house competitions saw Shenstone victorious in
Hockey and Windsor win the Netball.

Sam Reddish
Chris Bartley, Andrew Payne
Ben Watson
Nathan Hemming
James Spires
James Spires
James Spires

Athletics
Another successful season with the School winning the Borough Championships once again. There
were many notable performances during the season. Two School records were broken this year: Senior
110m Hurdles by Craig Desmond in a new time of 15.6s and Inter boys Javelin by Cameron Mitchell
with a new distance of 44.5m.
Sailing
The School has continued to perform at an exceptionally high level. In addition to a series of
convincing victories in inter-school matches, the School won the British Schools Dinghy Racing
Association Northern Area Championships and came second in the Midland Championships. In the
National Championships the School came a creditable seventh overall.
Shooting
This year, injury to Mr. Swift, the coach to the team, interrupted the usual programme. In spite of
this, two members won through to the semi-finals of the Ely National Competition and shooting
remains a popular activity.
Basketball
Basketball is a most popular activity, whether it is practised in lesson time, in the Club situation, or
simply as an impromptu game for many boys, during breaks in the day. Once again the School entered
the Solihull Borough leagues, providing a large number of boys with the opportunity to play competitive
basketball.
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VALETEI
Mr H.M. SAVIDGE
Mike Savidge was appointed to the staff in 1961 to teach P.E. with Geography. He had previously
taught at Wellington College for two years, and was to spend the rest of his career here. His meticulous
attention to detail soon marked him down for promotion, and he was rewarded with the much-to-beavoided posts of Refectory Warden (assisted by Mr H.R. Rickman) and Bookstore and Lost-property
Warden. On the pastoral side he has been successively House Tutor for Upper School Pole,
Housemaster of Middle School Shenstone, Housemaster of Upper School Fetherston, and for the last
six and a half years Master of the Lower School. He has been noted for his fairness and firmness,
and for the meticulous attention he has given to the pupils in his care.
Mike was a high-class swimmer, and in the World Student Games of 1959 was the only male British
competitor to qualify for a final, in the 1500 metres Freestyle. He was a keen water-polo player, and
played for various clubs in the league for a total of 25 years. Unfortunately, lack of suitable opposition
meant that there was no prospect of running a serious school water-polo team, but he did help Keith
Berridge with the training of the swimming team in the days when the uncovered and unheated nature
of the school pool meant that winter training involved taking the team in the minibus down to the
Kings Heath baths.
However, Mike's increasing involvement with school sailing meant that he became less concerned
with swimming. Bob Beach had started school sailing in 1959 and Mike assisted him until 1983 when
he took over as master in charge. Richard Costard was a long-term loyal supporter. Generations of
pupils have been introduced to a sport which has given them pleasure long after they have left the
school. Some have taken part through the recreational Saturday morning sailing, while others have
become much more competitively involved through the Wednesday afternoon Bigside training
sessions and the Saturday matches. In terms of national and international honours won by Old
Silhillians it must be our most successful sport. Roger Angell (left 1973), who has been British,
European and Wold Champion in the 'International Moth' Class, is the most noteworthy, but Simon
Payne (1983) was the Olympic 'tune-up' helm in the '470' Class in 1988 and has been European
champion in the 'International Moth' Class, while Mike Wigmore (1974) was also national champion,
this time in the 'Lark' Class, and there are others of note who are too numerous to mention here. The
sport has also attracted support from the girls, with Penny Jones being Captain of Sailing in
1976 and Emma Sinton and Charlotte Boynton Captain and Vice-Captain respectively in 1990. All these
have benefited from the time Mike has put into training and taking the teams to matches, as well as
the enormous amount of effort he has put into maintaining the boats. As befits one with the initials
H.M.S., he has helped with the Naval Section of the C.C.F. all through his time here, and ran it for six
years.
His other great contribution has been to the Mountain Club and the Cottage. His predecessor as
President of the Club, Mr P.R. Ansell (no Christian names here!) was
delighted to find that the school had recruited someone whom he could
rely on as a driver and on the hills. Day walks have taken place on a
regular basis ever since, as have half-term trips to the Cottage.
Unfortunately, the summer half-term camping trips to the Lake District
or even Scotland fell victim long ago to the pressures of exams. Twice
a term during the autumn and winter, however, he has been on the Field
of Mars bright and early on a Sunday morning to drive the party to a
distant mountain, do the navigation and general worrying on the walk,
and then drive back to Solihull. The reward for doing all this used to be
that he was allowed (and expected!) to clean the school minibus during
the following week — unless someone else had driven it even further.
His knowledge of the hills was first-class, and however thick the weather he could always be relied
on to bring everyone home safely. Not that there weren't the occasional moments of crisis — he
responded nobly to the cry of 'Please sir, my rucksack has just fallen' — 400 feet in the Brecon Beacons
— and just managed to organize the evacuation of a boy with a damaged knee from the depths of
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the Carneddau before night fell. He nearly lost his record during his penultimate walk in January when
his reluctance to get out his compass on a clear day resulted in the Club finding itself on the wrong
edge of Kinder Scout, and a very long way from the bus with daylight running short. He still got
everyone off in time — just!
When Mike joined the staff the David Fricke Mountain Cottage was a relatively new acquisition. A
lean-to washroom and toilet area had been built at the back, but otherwise conditions were much as
they must have been in the last century. The only heating was from open coal fires in the two main
rooms downstairs, and cooking was done on a primus stove that had to be brought up in the school
bus. Maintenance and improvements were carried out by members of the teaching staff and friends
of the school. Mike has been involved in all the changes over the years, becoming joint Warden of
the Cottage with, successively, Bob Beach, Harry Cooper, and Phil Griffiths, and latterly sole Warden.
Solid-fuel central heating was installed, while the kitchen was fitted out with cupboards and work
surfaces, and an electric cooker and refrigerator installed (since replaced by two much superior
cookers and a fridge/freezer). Eventually a major upgrade of the facilities was required. Plans were
made for the lean-to washroom to be demolished, and for an extension to be built. A new door gives
access to a corridor at the back of the cottage, and off this are two washrooms and a study room.
The kitchen and the two back bedrooms have new windows which were knocked through the very
thick outer walls. Electric storage heaters have replaced the solid fuel boiler. Although a builder was
engaged to build the extension, the redecoration of the rest of the cottage still had to be done by
parties of staff and others who drove up from Solihull. During one of these painting sessions Mike
was standing in the lounge talking to the builder when the wind deposited all the new ridge-tiles in
the front garden and the lights went out. The Mountain Club was forced to retreat to the Douglas
Arms in a slate-bestrewn Bethesda for the evening. Nowadays the maintenance of the cottage is
carried out by professionals, but there is still much that bears testimony to the many, many hours
that Mike has put in over the years to keep the place in running order and improve it.
Now the time has come for Mike to take a well-earned rest. No fewer than five staff are required
to take over the duties he is relinquishing — and one still wonders how many humdrum but vital
tasks will remain undone. We shall miss him for all his meticulous attention to detail, and as a
sympathetic colleague. He and his wife Mary intend to take the opportunity to travel as widely as they
can. We wish them all the best on their adventures, and a long and happy retirement.
M.K.A.

Miss BIRGIT OEHLE
Birgit Oehle has been a highly valued member of the German Department for the past three years.
Having taught the subject from the level of the beginner to 'A' Level, she has impressed colleagues
and students alike by her sharp and lively intellect and total commitment to the pupils in her care.
An excellent academic in her own right, her lesson were always meticulously prepared and delivered
with enthusiasm and panache. We wish her well in her future career and the completion of her
doctorate in Renaissance Literature at the University of Warwick.
H.J.B.
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HEADMAST ER'S at WIVES 1S64-S8

Left to Right: Ann Lee, Alan Lee, Alison Derham, Patric Derham, Gillian Slaughter, Giles Slaughter,
Pat McGowan, Bruce McGowan, Doris Tomlin, Denis Tomlin

THE DAGOWAN YEAR'S 18t4-78
From Bruce McGowan
The Bell House, 29 Union Street, Woodstock, 0X20 1JF
Dear Claude,
I admire your perseverance in asking me once again to write for The Silhillian, when I failed to respond
to your invitation last time — "away on holiday" was my excuse, I think. "Better luck this time", and
it is indeed a pleasure to be able to send good wishes for the magazine and to all Old Silhillians
everywhere. It's always quite a surprise — and definitely flattering — to find that people are still
interested in us, given that it is now more than a third of a century since we came to Solihull School
and 25 years since we moved on to Haberdashers' Aske's School at Elstree.
Eleven years of retirement from 1987 have proved to be the opposite of idleness. Pat has been a
Volunteer Reading helper in the Woodstock Primary school for ten years and has helped scores of
"slow readers" to become faster, as well as to enjoy it. I have been working, part-time, for a charitable
foundation which gives grants to schools, mainly to buy equipment, my role mainly to visit the schools
that apply and help to assess their claims. I also help a large shipping company to make grants to
employees' sons and daughters at the University. Until recently I have been a Governor of several
schools, but now only of one. I have progressively disengaged myself from the others, as I believe
strongly that no-one should be a Governor of any school after the age of 70.
Our personal landmark of the last twelve months was the celebration of 50 years of marriage. All
our four children, and their spouses, and our five grandchildren, joined Pat and me in our village
church at North Leigh to give thanks, and we followed the gathering with a week's family holiday for
all 14 of us in the West Country.
Life in Woodstock has proved very agreeable and it is not only a good place to live but a good
base for the visits and holiday travels which fill much of our time when we are not at work or engaged
in some voluntary activity. We still greatly enjoy travelling in France and Spain — usually camping
with the aid of our motor-caravan — but some of the journeys are further afield, for example to the
USA where our daughter Sheila lives. We had a memorable Swan Hellenic cruise in the Far East in
January, and in Thailand we visited the Bridge over the River Kwai and the memorials there — a
deeply moving experience, reminding me how lucky I was in 1945 when a soldier in Burma to be
spared capture and the treatment that prisoners routinely received on the Kwai.
We have had several splendid return visits to Solihull School in the last twelve months — most
spectacularly to the Centenary celebrations for the Combined Cadet Force in May where we met a

host of old friends and were able to share in marking a most important milestone in the achievement
of the School. It also brought back to mind the celebrations — much less elaborate but also very
enjoyable — which we held for an earlier anniversary of the Corps in the time when I was Headmaster.
Our visitors' book still has the signatures of the four serving officers who were overnight guests in
the Headmaster's House on that occasion!
We were delighted to be able to share in honouring the 37 years of Mike Savidge's distinguished
service on the staff at a fine party a month or so ago. And as I write we are preparing to visit (in our
motor-caravan) the David Fricke Mountain Cottage in North Wales which was given to the school just
before I became Head and which has been developed to be such a benefit to hundreds of its pupils
in the 35 years since then.
Contacts with Old Silhillians are precious to us, whether they are former pupils or friends of other
generations whom we came to know through the School. Watching their success in so many different
fields is a joy. And meeting them, often quite unexpectedly, often produces fascinating reminiscences,
as recently when we came across a former Head of School on a camp-site in Spain. I think also of
someone I met recently who holds a senior position in his County's social servicr:s who said quite
spontaneously that he owed the whole direction of his professional life to his experience in the Social
Service group at Solihull School, and the Solihull Young Volunteers.
Another happy experience is enjoying books, music and poetry by former pupils, for example a
fascinating first novel by Steven Jacobi; anthems composed by Martin Grundy and sung in our village
church; a tape bought on a visit to Southwell Minster of Church music under the direction of Paul
Hale; and a wonderful poetry reading in Oxford recently by David Scott whose new collection
"Selected Poems" has just been published by Bloodaxe Books. This book reprints a beautifully
sensitive and admiring poetic portrait of "PRA" — Raymond Ansell — under the title "Maths Master"
— which will be easily recognized by the hundreds of Old Silhillians who remember him proudly.
This is enough from me. It is a great pleasure to see the School continuing to do so well, and long
may it continue.
Warm wishes to you all,
Yours sincerely,
Bruce McGowan
PS: An item of "Old Boys News" — ANDREW GURNHAM has gained an MBA degree from Henley
Management College.

From Andrew Auster
Headmaster, Orell Park Preparatory School, Nacton, Ipswich, IP10 OER
Solihull School — What a wonderful school, how lucky l was to be there.
That was my feeling in 1969 when I left, and now in 1997 I'm delighted to respond to an invitation to
write an article for the Old Silhillian Magazine.
I first visited the school when I was a pupil at primary school in 1961, for an interview with the
Headmaster. My parents knew I was nervous, so they told me I was due to meet Gerry Hitchens,
Headmaster of the school, and centre-forward for Aston Villa. I was thrilled with the prospect of meeting
my footballing hero of that time, and it was only when entering the Headmaster's study, that I realized
perhaps something was wrong. I was sure that Gerry Hitchens had fair hair, and did not wear glasses!
Entrance Examinations and Interview negotiated, place offered and gratefully received, and in
September for that year I arrived in the Herringbone suit which made the inside of my legs itch! My
bottom was to itch for different reasons . . . Mr Halstead, Mr Wilkes, Mr Bale gently wielded rulers,
cane, cricket bats, and all found their target!
I remember arriving in Form IIA, and always answering my name for the register after Steve Adams,
whom I met only eight years or so ago and he did not seem to have changed at all! Other contemporaries
were Mark Barnsley, John Kiefert, Richard Lancaster (who tragically died in a sailing accident after he
had left school), Andrew Mackay, Kevin Parkes, David Rose, Alec Stepney, James Yardley, John Downes,
... and many more. I wonder what has become of everybody now? If memory serves me correctly, Roger
Gribble was Head of School and looked like a giant. Others who joined later with whom I am still in touch
were the twins John and Mike Bettridge. With due apologies to all Form ll teachers at the time, I cannot
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From Giles Slaughter (Headmaster 1973-83)
6 Church Lane, Lower Ufford, Woodbridge, Suffolk, IP13 6DS
Your second letter arrived first. I had not forgotten your request for 'just a few lines' when we met
at the CCF Centenary Celebrations in May. What a splendid occasion that was. It was indeed at that
gathering that I was reminded by Harry Rickman that 25 years had passed since the first girls arrived
in the Sixth Form at Solihull School. I remember their arrival very well because their first day was
also mine. I shall always be grateful to them as there was far more interest in those ten young ladies
than there was in the new Headmaster. I expect Denis Tomlin will be able to produce a picture from
the archives, of the girls, with me taken outside the Headmaster's Wing and published in the Solihull
News. If he has not got a copy I can probably find one but the search will involve going through boxes
in our very cramped attic. Denis's filing system will be far better than mine. I thought that the display
of photographs and memorabilia from the archives which he had arranged provided one of the
highlights of the CCF Centenary.
In the language of '1066 and All That', taking girls into the Sixth Form at Solihull School was a
thoroughly 'good thing'. I know that a Shell former was heard to growl 'we have managed without
them for 400 years; why do we have to have them now?' but I suspect that in retrospect even he will
admit to having changed his mind. I do not like it when the advocates of co-education advance their
cause by saying that 'girls will civilize' a school, because Solihull School was not an uncivilized place
before they arrived, and besides as the father of three girls and the grandfather of four, I am not sure
that 'civilised' would be the word which I should necessarily choose for all members of the fair sex.
Having said that I do think that girls have been good for Solihull School. In music, drama, sport and
academic affairs they have brought great credit to the School and have of course been excellent value
socially. It is no secret that I was keen for the School to become fully co-educational. I was over-ruled
by the Governors and whilst I was disappointed I understand why the decision went against me.
Certainly the School has thrived since that debate took place, so I expect that they were right and I
was wrong.
I recall with amusement the discussion which took place within the Old Silhillians' Golfing Society
when Karen Parker bravely, but quite correctly, applied for membership. The older members were
not keen on opening the Society to ladies but had to bow to the fact that Old Girls were just as much
Old Silhillians as Old Boys and Karen's application was accepted. Needless to say after the first golf
event in which she competed it was these same senior members who were falling over themselves
to sit next to her at dinner!
I often wonder what happened to those first ten pioneering girls. I know that Christa Greswold is
now teaching music at Solihull School, but where are the others? Perhaps you will be able to track
them down by asking them to contact The Silhillian.
I continue to enjoy my retirement in Suffolk. My golf is improving, though not at quite the pace I
had imagined it would, and I hope that I may be able to get to Olton to join the OSGS for one of their
events in the not too distant future. Gillian is not a golfer — and is not being encouraged to become
one! — but she 'swims and gyms' most mornings and is very active in village life. We keep in touch
with Solihull School through George Hill who is a regular visitor to Woodbridge where he and Peggy
have a lovely cottage. Our daughter Miranda (OS) is married to a graphic designer and lives with her
husband and three children in Herne Hill; Victoria is also married and by the time this letter is
published will have had her third baby. She and her husband, who works for KPMG, live in
Southfields. Our youngest, Imogen, who was born in Solihull and who, to George Hill's great
amusement, once caused chaos on Inspection Day by hiding the hats of the top brass while they were
having a drink before lunch at 51 School Lane, is trying to make her way in London as an actress.
She made her theatrical debut, incidentally, at the age of three, as a dove, in the School Operatic
Society's production of 'La Belle Helene'.
You are a persuasive fellow, Claude. I hope that this short letter will help you with the next edition
of The Silhillian. Keep up the good work you old rascal!
With all good wishes to you
and all Old Silhillians, G.S.
Thank you, Giles for your letter — Editor
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CELEBRATING 26 YEARS WITH THE GIRLS
11S73-1990
As reported by the Birmingham Mail 25 years ago.

New headmaster Mr. Giles Slaughter with girls' tutor Mrs. Ann Gooding (right) and some of the first
girls to attend Solihull School.

It's a 'ladies first' at Solihull's Male stronghold
Evening Mail Reporter 1973
TEN girls were welcomed with traditional male gallantry at Solihull School today when they started the
new term with 967 boys.
Masters of the school wore roses in their buttonholes to give a welcoming reception to the girls when
they arrived to break a 400 year old tradition.
They are the first girls to be admitted in the history of the school.
But some of the boys in the former all male stronghold could not help but stop and stare at their
attractive new classmates this morning.
The 10 girls have joined the sixth form where they will work alongside the boys in G.C.E. "A" level studies.
At the school to greet them this morning was another newcomer, Mr. Giles Slaughter, who was starting
his first term as Headmaster.
Mr. Slaughter was chosen from 50 candidates to succeed Mr. Bruce McGowan who left for another post
at the end of last term. Mr. Slaughter, formerly a housemaster at boy's public school in Belfast, told the
girls today: "I am sure we will all settle in very quickly."
He said: "The boys seemed to have accepted the girls immediately as full members of the school and
I am sure that this is the role they will continue to occupy in the future.
Although we have had to provide certain quarters for the young ladies. They have not caused any other
difficulties and of course they will share the sixth form centre with the boys."
Mr. Slaughter said he hoped that the number of girls at the school would eventually be increased to
about 30.
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MOW WE KNOW WHO IS TO

THANKS

RECOLLECTIONS OF ANN GOODING
It would not be unreasonable to say that Bruce McGowan was amongst the pioneers of educational
thinking when he floated the idea of introducing girls into the all boys' domain of Solihull School.
This suggestion met with varying reactions from the predominantly male staff. There was the
minority who felt that "Of all the plagues with which the world is cursed, Of every ill a woman is the
worst" and would gladly have barred these females from entering this all male bastion of educational
prowess, through to those who thought that a girl was "only one of nature's agreeable blunders"
and were happy to welcome them with open arms (not literally, I think!)
The preparations for the girls' arrival was busy and exciting, with all the planning and discussion
that went into finding an area in the school to house eight specimens of the fairer sex — a toilet and
shower area, a common room where they could be safe from the prying eyes of their male classmates.
I don't seem to remember that the PE staff were short of ideas as to how girls could be occupied on
a games afternoon, but surely the CCF was not the place for ladies and Community Service was much
more suited to these gentle creatures.
The day of the girls' arrival was met with much excitement and to be fair to these young ladies,
they took all the publicity in their stride, as you can see from the picture. Does my memory deceive
me, or did the boys (staff included) look that little bit smarter, and was there an unusual aroma drifting
around the quadrangle, pervading and enhancing the atmosphere?
I seem to recall that the boys and staff alike were keen to catch a sight of these eight girls —
remember they formed 0.008% of the school population at that time.
The girls arrived confident, cheerful, attractive and ambitious. Any prejudices were gradually
smoothed away as they quietly and graciously established themselves and proved themselves able
to hold their own academically and socially.
Although George Meredith may have said "I expect that woman will be the last thing civilized by
man", I think that the girls of Solihull School have proved the opposite to be the case.
Ann Gooding
1st Vlth Form Girls' Tutor

I wrote to the Daily Mail for permission to reproduce this delightful cartoon — it seemed so apt this
year — THANK YOU DAILY MAIL

HOW COME YOU KNOW -)
SO MUCI-1 ABOUT MEN CI4IDE

IP ANDRUNNI N _

One of the new arrivals, 16 year old Jeannette MacMillan, of Featherstone Crescent, Shirley, said she
had no qualms at studying with the boys although her previous school — Malvern Hall — was an all girls
school.
She said: "The boys gave us a few stares this morning, but they soon realised we are quite normal and
I am sure we will be accepted into the full life of the school."
Sixteen year old Wendy Gill, of Wychwood Avenue, Knowle, said: "I don't mind the boys at all — in
fact, I already know a few of the pupils here."
Wendy was formerly at Olton Court Convent School for Girls.
Both girls said they had chosen to go to SOlihull School because of the reorganisation of their schools
into comprehensive next year.
Denise Gorton, of Sharmans Cross Road, and a former pupil at Tudor Grange Girls Grammar School,
agreed with them.
When the town's Grammar and Secondary Schools go comprehensive next year, "A" level students
will have to transfer to a new sixth form college or the local technical college.
A 16 year old boy at Solihull School, Terry Morgan, said: "The girls could not have chosen a better
place to continue their education. Traditions are meant to be broken and the girls will give a new look to
our schools.
Perhaps their presence will encourage the boys to be more courteous and tidier round the school."
As reported by the Birmingham Mail 25 years ago.

SAID SI-IE WANTED ME TO
HAVE ALL TI-I E EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES SP E NEVER HAD

Here we have the memories of Sidney and Emma Haddleton (father and daughter), both Old
Silhillians, but going to the school forty years apart in a very different atmosphere.
The photo is of Emma on her wedding day, 11 July 1998 with a man old enough to be her father.
The lucky groom was a Mr Mark Jury.
EMMA HADDLETON D.O.B. 15.05.71 (Solihull Schooldays)
Forty years apart, chronologically and in the dates which we
attended Solihull School, Dad and I represent such different
eras of the school. And yet, having left the school almost 10
years ago, even my memories must be out of date.
I arrived at the school, from Edgbaston Girls College, with
a self-righteous attitude and an over-developed sense of
moral justice. During my two years at Solihull School, I was
able to develop a slightly more considered expression of my
thoughts and to learn the value of listening to those who
most definitely knew more than I.
The jumble of disjointed but vivid memories that I have of
my sixth form years are rarely the facts and figures taught
in academic lessons. Instead, my memories are of the social
scene, the non-core lessons and community service. It was
these "extras" that really provided me with the tools to work
in the business world. I did pass some A levels and later a
Father and Daughter Silhillians
couple of degrees, but at Solihull School, I got a taste for the
variety that life can offer.
I hate being bored, and I was never bored at school. I taught abseiling to the younger boys and
burnt jam tarts on Wednesday afternoons for my community service at Hampton Manor. I warbled
in the school opera chorus and marvelled at the talents of Claire Turnbull and Rachel Shannon. I got
wet in the charity car wash and danced the night away at the first school ball.
Academic lessons were an introduction to being treated like an adult. What were my thoughts and
opinions on each philosophy, education and life? Our biology teacher Mr Brattle was the facilitator
of such discussions, and he and his wife cooked some great barbecues, so that our group could
continue the discussion.
And what of being a girl in an "All boys school"? Were we a calming and dignified presence on
these rough and rugby boys? Not really. I dressed like a slob (I thought it was cool) and was called
a disgrace and an Oxfam advert by my sixth form mistress.
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However, I think the girls may have provided a fresh perspective to the groups and cliques that
had evolved over the 5-8 years that many of the boys had been at Solihull School. A boy who is
pigeonholed at the age of 12 is a very different animal to a young man of 17. My girl friends and I
made independent choices of whom we valued as friends. These choices helped mix up the existing
masculine hierarchy or perhaps that was just wishful thinking!
Nine years on and I am still good friends with a couple of fellow Solihull girls. With them I have
shared many of the highs and lows of a fledgling career keeping each other up to date as I have
moved around the country. One is in marketing, another a maths teacher, another in computing. None
of us were academic high flyers, we were all just hard workers, who got on well with people. I am
now working for Cap Gemini as a business psychologist, where I work hard, try to get on with people
and continue to enjoy the variety that my working life provides.

SIDNEY JOHN HADDLETON D.O.B. 19.03.31 (Solihull Schooldays 1944-48)
Transferring from my Birmingham scholarship to Solihull School with a Warwickshire one at the age
of 13 when my brother got in on his 11+, my shock started on day one. Cycling 6 miles from Marston
Green instead of going to school on a train left me puffed out on arrival. I soon found that a different
syllabus and a detention for being in the classroom during break time on my first day was quite
a start!
Friends of my time will remember that detentions were labour squads — shovelling barrow loads
of coke for an hour on Monday evening before going home. Having forgotten to tell my parents the
following Monday, I got quite a reception after cycling through the dark lanes at night on my own.
Later I decided that being a Prefect Supervisor amounted to much the same as detention, but with a
nice silver blazer badger to compensate.
Rather shy, Mr McKenzie caned my German and French homework into me on many a Monday
morning. Still, it seems to have been effective.
We worked hard and were given a good grounding in a wide range of subjects. Our level was high.
Our school certificate (0 Level) maths, for instance, are now taught partly at university. Even today,
much of what I do is conditioned by what I was taught over 50 years ago. We also learned about
honesty, justice and fair play, even if, sometimes, it seemed that good examples were hard to find!
Kindly folk ' such as Harry Morle and Ernie Halstead gave me a great deal of help and
encouragement, and will never be forgotten.
My memories of Mr Thompson were probably coloured by my view of his great age (much
younger than I am now!) and I welcomed the younger super efficient Harry Hitchens, a breath of fresh
air and to me a wartime hero. He was a Brigadier who brought Field Marshal Montgomery to
inspect the school Corps, and he was the man we believed who had saved the world from Hitler.
I entered into lessons with gusto, but left soon after he came and I went on to be a Chartered
Accountant.
Wartime rationing days gave us lunches such as a slice of bread, cheese, beetroot and plum duff.
I always seemed cold and hungry, but I survived.
Whilst at school I saw little of my brother, two years younger than me — how times have changed.
But I did find other new friends such as Langford (Christian name forgotten) and Jim Welton who we
still see several times a year — 50 years on.
I seemed to have a good eye for a gun, which I still have, so shooting targets then was my favourite
sport. Later in the RAF I kept up my interest at the Queen's expense, whilst today I keep down the
local population of furry rats — grey squirrels to some people. This skill is probably the longest lasting
one first learned at school. Perhaps I should become a mercenary.
Forty years on it was time to find the right school for my daughter Emma. We looked carefully,
and my son and elder daughter had gone elsewhere. This was my last chance.
What did I think of the old school now? Well, reunions over the years had kept me in touch, but
my, what a difference, when Emma and I looked round. Kindly young (don't forget that I was now
57) teachers, bright as buttons, impressed both of us immensely. Talking of my regular canings for

dumb insolence (terror) one teacher laughed. He had been through exactly the same system; and
begged me to tell his colleagues, who did not believe him.
Classrooms, teaching, methods, encouragements — these had changed from what to me had been
the darkest ages.
Not really happy at school, it took me a long time to get my confidence back. Eventually the RAF,
and Industry put me right. My main gain from school was the first, simplest and most vital lesson I
ever learnt. Perseverance, pure and simple. Since those days I have, with others, set up and run a
high tech engineering business, since sold, and a local charity for nearly 20 years. Given common
sense, careful calculation of all the aspects of business, the one overriding requirement is that of
sticking at it. So I have a lot to be grateful for and I decided that it would suit Emma, starting at the
right time, in the sixth form.
The results have been astonishing. As Emma said, she had no idea that a school could make such
a difference. Having gained her degrees and earning already more than I ever did, I am delighted that
we made such a decision.
The whole ethos of schooling has changed for the better over the years, despite the pendulum
swinging too far. Solihull's teachers have mastered the difficulties and widened the enormous scope
of interests, pursuits, subjects and skills. Above all, I have watched in awe as Alan and Anne Lee have
run the school with an intellectual ability, efficiency and kindness which could never be surpassed.
Teachers such as Dennis Tomlin, Alan Rickman and many others have given such encouragement
and enthusiasm and inspired a permanent sense of enquiry with an open mind. I think my old school
has moved with the times, and is now well ahead of them, and the current top team is improving the
old place still further.

KAREN BROWN née CUPIT (Jago House 1985-87)
Life amongst the boys of Solihull School
I vividly remember my interview for Solihull School, especially entering the Refectory as it was here
I experienced my first moments in the School — being teased and shouted at by the boys of the
school — most of the remarks were not particularly complimentary! This did not bode too well for
me as I'd already expressed firm wishes not to go to the School as I saw it as a strict and unforgiving
institution — how wrong I was.
Being one of the few girls in the School has some advantages, but also disadvantages — for
example, all the teachers know your name. I remember being shouted at up the stairs by Mr Griffiths
for being too close to members of the opposite sex. This amused me having come from a
comprehensive school where you mix with boys all the time and think nothing of it.
I had two extremely happy years at Solihull School, I enjoyed many activities I would otherwise
have never experienced — climbing Snowdon, canoeing, basketball, 5-a-side football, and mixed
hockey to name but a few. I am sure I would not have enjoyed these as much without the enthusiasm
and commitment shown by the various teachers.
All the teachers seemed to be so enthusiastic about the classes that were their own speciality, John
Loynton bravely taking a sixth form subsidiary group once a week in search of "Local History", Gareth
Ginns encouraging the first team rugby players in all weathers, Harry Rickman singing enthusiastically
as the perfect host to the Mikado Opera.
I also had the privilege of teaching 2 lessons a week in the Junior School and teaching the Terriers
gas cooking, and map and compass reading without much preparation; if it hadn't have been for
Basim Basma, a fellow classmate, I would probably still be in that classroom trying to fathom one
end of the map from the other! I think I probably learned more than the Terriers.
These are just a few of my vast collection of memories of my time spent at Solihull School. I have
been fortunate enough to make some lifetime friendships from the School and have enjoyed the Old
Silhillians Association since leaving.
I hope that Solihull School remains as the institution it was when I attended and that both boys
and girls enjoy the School and its many opportunities for many more years.
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From Head Boy CHRIS JOWSEY (Shenstone)
3 Queens Avenue South, Edinburgh, EH4 2BU
I left Solihull School in 1983 and went on to University College, Oxford, where I spent three years
studying Philosophy, Politics and Economics. In truth most of that time was spent playing hockey,
cricket and football and taking part in student politics. I played hockey and cricket for Oxford University
2nd XI, was elected College President and got a second in Finals.
After University I was unclear about which career to pursue and spent six months in Greece as a
'geological assistant' — carrying a rucksack up and down some beautiful mountains in glorious
sunshine (and being paid for the pleasure)!
I returned to England and spent two years working for Swallow Hotels plc, again without a clear
idea of what I really wanted to do. By this time I was living in Inverness and enjoying the skiing very
much. In 1988 however I joined the National Health Service in Scotland as a national management
trainee.
I've worked in many parts of the health service during the last ten years, including several hospitals,
health authorities and the Scottish Blood Transfusion Service. In 1995 I achieved an MBA from
Strathclyde University. I'm now Director of an Agency working with dentists, family doctors and
others.
I'm now married to Debbie. We have two children; Jack 5, and Rosie 18 months. Jack will
undoubtedly play football in Scotland and Rosie is destined to be the first female Premier of the
European Union!
Although I spent only three years at Solihull School, I enjoyed every minute and owe a great deal
to friends and teachers. One of the problems with living in a dozen different towns in as many years
is that you lose touch. So if any of you are in Edinburgh in future please give me a call, it would be
great to meet up and swap memories.

REMINDER
Did you return your PRISON
RECORD form in the last
edition — we want it for
the computer — to the
Clubhouse PLEASE.

From ALAN LEE (Headmaster 1983-961
The past year seems to have gone by remarkably quickly; yet I cannot point to many completed
projects or practical achievements. We continue to enjoy our new environment and have found a
good range of varied activities among the numerous local organisations.
Family matters have proved to be especially important for us this year — the happiest notes being
the marriage of our second son, Rupert, in July; and the fascinating development of our two
grandchildren, who visit us from time to time from their home in South Devon.
I have been delighted to get involved with the Governing Bodies of two other Midlands Schools
(almost as good as Solihull): RGS Worcester and Repton, so term dates and the outcome of
Inspections and GCSE/A Level results are not entirely forgotten.
But it has been very good to have frequent reminders of what is achieved at Solihull and to be able
to meet up with former colleagues and friends. I was particularly pleased to note the outstanding A
Level results, for which everyone must have worked so hard. The CCF Centenary parade and
programme was a superbly organized affair and a most enjoyable social event — with so many
impressive former pupils in attendance, none more prominent than my second Deputy Head of School
(Peter Cracroft) at the controls of the welcoming Tornado (though it was difficult to spot his wave!).
We received reminders of the remarkably high standard of school music when the latest BBC Music
Magazine arrived, with an accompanying CD featuring half a dozen Silhillians, including five trebles
from the Chapel Choir; and at the Three Choirs Festival at Colchester, over which David Briggs presided
with extraordinary energy and versatility. In July, Anne and I were privileged to be present at a Fricke
family reunion in Mynydd Llandegai to commemorate 40 years of a most imaginative project, which
continues to be of such benefit to pupils — and the special qualities which Solihull School represents.
I much enjoyed the opportunity to meet former committee and dining companions at the over 60s
lunch in May and to see that the Clubhouse was continuing to do well, thanks to the efforts which
the dedicated members put into the enterprise.
Our forthcoming autumn holiday is the fulfilment of a long-held ambition to visit China, whose
history I used to commend to pupils in days gone by. For some reason, I was reminded of the richly
varied companionship of your well-supported Old Silhillian events when I came across this extract
from one of the oldest Chinese Classics, written well over 2,000 years ago:
Some have never heard weeping or wailing,
Others toil without rest;
Some loll at ease,
Others are harassed working for the king;
Some take pleasure in wine,
Others have no respite from care;
Some just go round airing their views,
Others are left with all the work.
We send good wishes to you for the various events in 1998-9, not least in the appeal for the
Scholarship scheme which was of such value in my years at the school.
Thank you Alan for your response — Editor

Alan and Anne on holiday — Lake Powell, USA
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MARK LUCAS
I am writing to you to submit news of
a well-attended and successful event
held at the Old Silhillians Clubhouse
on 27th June 1998. As you will see
from the enclosed photograph, the
event was attended by Messrs Tomlin,
Holt and Wilshire, Mr and Mrs Brough
and Mrs Kiel. The occasion was the
10th anniversary of my school year's
graduation from the School.
I hope that I am not too late to
submit this photograph to The
Silhillian 1998 and should be grateful if
the photograph could be accompanied
by the attached typed report.
I look forward to seeing the
photograph in the magazine, thank you in advance and shall introduce myself (hopefully) at the Old
Sils London Dinner later this year.
On 27th June 1998, a reunion of those Silhillians who left School in 1988. The event was extremely
well attended despite a significant number who were either giving birth or getting married that day.
The 50 former pupils who attended were delighted to see Mrs Kiel, Mr and Mrs Brough and Messrs
Tomlin, Holt and Wilshire. Thanks must go to Kate Weston who organized the event. A reunion for
the same year group is planned for 5 years time and Mark Lucas would be pleased to get in touch
with any member of that year group who would like to book his place at that event. Toby Sims, Andy
Guest, John Rintoul and the rest of you from that year, please phone Mark on (0171) 917 7441.

BEN CONTINUES SCHOOL TRADITION
A SOLIHULL schoolboy has carried on his school's
tradition of producing international rugby players. Ben
Jerry, who attends Solihull School, is the sixth player
from the school to represent England in the last five
years. Ben played in and captained the Under-16 XV in
all of this season's international fixtures.
He says he has thoroughly enjoyed both playing and
captaining the team and is looking forward to achieving
more international honours.
Another Solihull School pupil who has had a taste of
England rugby this season is John Virgo, who was
selected for this year's England President's XV.
Pictured is England Under-16 rugby player Ben Jerry,
who captained his country throughout their recent
international season.

30

One of the sad things about a yearly magazine is it is not always possible to predict the importance of an
event nine months ahead of it taking place — that is at least is the case, of the magazine going to print.
Although the event was mentioned in the last magazine, the school in the main sent out invitations
to Old Boys as recorded in School Military Records. It really was a splendidly organized day by the
School, and certainly one to remember. If sadly you missed it by not applying for tickets, I can only
say sorry for not giving the event the publicity it eventually deserved.
FORWARD FOR THE DAY
Eighteen ninety-eight was the year the Grand Old Man, William Ewart Glastone, died. The Marquess
of Salisbury was in the middle of his third premiership; and Solihull School formed a Volunteer Corps.
In the hundred years of its existence a great deal has changed, but the Solihull School Combined
Cadet Force today is in excellent health and it is right and proper that the centenary should be
celebrated in this manner.
It is tremendous that we are joined today by so many distinguished guests, former Commanding
Officers, S.S.I.s and staff, serving members of the Armed Forces, and Old Silhillians. You are all very
welcome, and I hope that the day will provide you with ample opportunity to reminisce and see how
much the school has developed.
I hope you will all enjoy the day.
PATRICK DERHAM M.A.
A SHORT HISTORY
The Cadet Force originated in 1859 as Cadet Companies in the Volunteer Corps formed as a result of
concern over the intentions of the Emperor of France, Napoleon III. By 1860 eight schools had already
received permission to form their own Cadet Companies. The expected invasion failed to materialize,
but the Cadet Companies took on a life of their own as voluntary youth organisations. However, it was
the start of the Boer war which gave the movement true impetus. By that time over 50 schools had
Cadet Corps and Open Units (forerunners of the ACF) were flourishing in the large cities.
The conversion of the Volunteers to the Territorial Army by Lord Haldane in 1908 led to Public
Schools and Universities being asked to produce units of Officer Training Corps. The title Cadet Force
was introduced and administration of the units was taken over by Territorial Associations.
The War Office resumed control in 1914 and there ensued a rapid expansion, but in 1930 the
Government ceased to recognize the Cadet Force and withdrew financial support. Even the wearing
of regimental badges was forbidden. Administration was taken on by a voluntary body, the British
National Cadet Association (BNCA), but there was no further funding until 1936 when successful
lobbying led to small grants being given. During the Second World War the War Office once more
took control and started to issue equipment again. BNCA became the Army Cadet Force Association.
In 1948, cadets of the three services were joined to form the Combined Cadet Force.
In 1958 the Cadet Training Centre at Frimley Park was opened and this facility provides training for
Officers and some senior cadets.
The Solihull School Volunteer Corps was formed in 1898 on the initiative of the Headmaster, the
Reverend Robert Wilson M.A., LL.D. and was from its first days attached to the Warwickshire
Regiment, later the Royal Warwickshire Regiment and now that Regiment's successor, the Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers. As the Officer Training Corps it was inspected by Field Marshal Roberts on
camp at Borden in 1913 when he gave an inspiring address on the imminence of war and the necessity
of all to be prepared to fight and die for their country.
The Royal Naval Section (1949) and Royal Air Force Section (1952) joined with the Army Section
to form the Combined Cadet Force.
Old Silhillians have a proud history of service. Over 120 have given their lives for their country. As far
as we are aware Old Boys have gained four D.S.O.'s, twenty-one M.C.'s, three M.M.'s, thirteen D.F.C.'s,
one D.F.M., a George Medal and a Medaille Militaire in addition to numerous other decorations.
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DISPLAYS

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS
8th MAY 1998
Mobile
11:30

Official guests take their seats

Fly-past of two Tornado F3's at 12:00

11:40

Normandy Band March On

Fly-past of a Bulldog Trainer at 15:00

11:45

Solihull School CCF March On

RAF Falcons Parachute Display Team at 14:00 (view from the Level)

12:00

Vice-Admiral Gretton takes the Salute
Fly-past by two F3 Tornados

Static
RAF — Full-size replica of a Hawk fast jet with working cockpit

Vice-Admiral Gretton inspects the Contingent

Royal Navy — A submarine simulator and a simulator operations room

12:20

Solihull School CCF March Off

12:30

Headmaster's guests take lunch

Signals — 30 Sigs Sqn — Satellite Communications. By kind permission of the Commanding Officer
48 Sigs Sqn — Battlefield Communications. By kind permission of the Commanding Officer

All other guests take lunch in the refectory

202 Midlands Field Hospital — Simulation Casualty Dressing Station and Field Ambulance. By kind permission of the
Commanding Officer

13:45

Solihull School CCF parades on the Level

13:50

The School and all guests reassemble on the Level

14:00

RAF Falcons Parachute Display

RA —
—

Multi launch Rocket System (Tracked launch vehicle)
105 mm Light Gun

14:20

Display by the Normandy Band

RE —

Display Team — including Earth Moving equipment and a Sultan Command Vehicle

14:30

Old Silhillians may take guided tours of the School (meet guides at the Stand)
Service displays on Lower Bushell Field

Infantry Display Team — Warrior (Tracked) and Saxon (Wheeled) Armoured Personnel Carriers
Plus a full range of Infantry equipment and an indoor .22 range

Archive display in the VIth form centre

REME Display Team

15:00

Fly-past

15:15

Vice-Admiral Gretton, Director, The Duke of Edinburgh's Award Scheme, inspects an exhibition of
work

15:45

Solihull School CCF form a hollow square on the Level

16:00

Tea in the Junior School

16:30

Service at the War Memorial for past pupils

Address by Vice-Admiral Gretton

— Walk through caravan with full range of equipment

Royal Hussars — Challenger MBT, two Recce vehicles — Scimitar and Spartan (These leave at 15:45).
permission of the Commanding Officer

By kind

RRF Display Team — Infantry equipment and a Paint Ball Game. By kind permission of the Commanding Officer
Environment Display by MOD — The management of Army Land Resources
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LT-COL R. DENNING R.M.
A PERSONAL VIEW OF THE DAY
Personal Biography
Paul Denning joined Solihull School in 1974 at the age of thirteen. Following
a particularly average performance in his A Levels (he was looking for 2 'E's
and got them both) he left in 1979 and joined the Royal Marines. After 18 years
of service he has reached the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. He has spent this
time profitably, combining the pleasures of night exercises on inhospitable
terrain, whilst serving with Commando Units on exercises and operations, with
the delights of training recruits and officers at the Commando Training Centre
Royal Marines in Devon. He has trained as a helicopter pilot and completed a
'2 year exchange appointment with the United States Marine Corps in 1992/3.
Operational service includes 2 tours of duty in Northern Ireland, the Falklands Campaign, Operation
'Haven' (in Northern Iraq following the Gulf War) and Operation 'Restore Hope' in Somalia in 1992/3.
Article
I turned off the M42 at about 9:30 am and headed for Solihull town centre. The signs were the same
but the roads seemed different. Perhaps they had changed or was it me, who knows?
Certainly the trees had grown taller. It was almost nineteen years since I had left the School and
twelve since I had last returned to the area so it was hardly surprising that the town seemed different
also. I drove around, just for the sake of it ... and got lost! Eventually I found the Warwick Road and
this led me to the main entrance, a new sign and a smart young man in the same uniform I had last
worn in 1979 who directed me to the chapel car park. In my day this had been the car park furthest
from civilisation and thus had been offered to those whose parents were foolish enough to buy them
a car or even worse a moped. It was thus a regular meeting place and a place which I immediately
felt at home in on my return.
In fine Royal Marines tradition I then got dressed in the car park (this tradition I believe can be
blamed on the IRA who have forced us to refrain from travelling in uniform for security reasons).
Once correctly attired I strode towards a group of what appeared to be masters and pupils who
seemed to be loitering, waiting to pounce on some unsuspecting soul. Little did they know that I had
no idea where I was heading and was only too keen to be pounced on. As I approached the waiting
group I looked up to see the Headmaster's office where I had had my joining interview with the then
Head Giles Slaughter. In the next few steps I think I must have shrunk visibly as I regressed to that
day in early 1974 when as a thirteen year old I had been shown around the school. I must have made
it to the group okay though for I was duly pounced on and escorted up to the Level. There I met the
architect of the Centenary celebrations, Phil Griffiths, now Second Master. It was here that I surprised
myself. My immediate reaction was to treat this man as a divine being and resume the master/pupil
relationship last enacted in 1979. It showed what a strong influence my school years had been and
also put me on my guard in case I met Mr Brooker. Before meeting him, however, I had the great
pleasure of meeting old friends some of whom I had seen recently, like fellow Royal Marines, my
brother Mike and Rick Hall who works with me and some of whom I had not seen for years like Jim
Charlesworth and Andy Shepherd. Though we had not seen each other since school days in some
cases, we were bound by the common memories of our years at Solihull and as importantly by our
time in the Service of our country.
Having met and recounted endless stories of our time in Shells, the sixth form or the boarding house,
we settled to watch the parade. Nothing had changed here either, there was a very enthusiastic parade
commander (who had been Jim Charlesworth in my day), a section who were genuinely enthusiastic
about the event and a group who had obviously been threatened with the 'community service' activity
but thought hard labour in the CCF the easier option. Surprisingly all of these appeared to be able to
'move' in step, and only one 'creamed in' during the parade much to the disappointment of the viewers
who were waiting expectantly as one does on the opening lap of a rain soaked Grand Prix.
The parade was followed by lunch so we all trooped off to the refectory, each of us trying to work
out which was the quickest way. Thinking that I was being really clever I headed off to the Boarding
House entrance by the Field of Mars to find that it had been bricked up years before. I then backtracked
sheepishly hoping that no one had spotted my navigation error and made my way to lunch, checking
my pockets as I did so for one of the many colour coded cards that PJG had sent us with our invitations.
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The afternoon was spent 'wandering the estate'. A number of fine displays were put on by regiments
of old boys who had kindly offered the services of their units. Displays in the Sixth Form Centre showed
each of us just how ridiculous we had really looked at the age of fifteen. The chance to meet and talk
to old masters and friends was greatly appreciated. The opportunity to gather the five currently serving
Royal Marines and take a picture with Stan Skippings who in some way influenced all of our decisions
to join the Corps was a high point. And then at tea the second shock of the day, I found out that a
neighbour in Bushey who works on the floor above me at Northwood is also an old boy. He is in the
RAF though so it was not all good news! The afternoon was rounded off by a short Service of
Remembrance in the Quad.
But the best was yet to come, a trip to the local hostelries followed by a slap-up dinner. We agreed
to meet at the Saddlers Arms because Andy Shepherd had had his first pint there (probably when he
was in the Shells). We arrived at the appointed time to find not the quaint old pub that once it was but
a real spit and sawdust joint. As we were being eyed up in our DJs we thought a hasty retreat might
be in order and made a fighting withdrawal to the Masons, the primary objective for this phase of the
operation. Having been warned that we had aged in comparison to its usual customers, we went
forward unhindered by such concerns. To our surprise on entering we were met by a bunch of similarly
aged chaps wearing what looked like rowing blazers, obviously out for a good time too. This settled
any wavering souls and the bar was duly assaulted. The evening continued in similar mood, a fine
dinner prepared by the staff, excellent wine and great company. What more can a man ask for? One
or two even managed to make it back into town after dinner to sample the night life on offer.
As I returned to the school the following morning to bid my fond farewells and to ensure that my
brother was fit to fly his helicopter home, my head was buzzing; partly from the after effects of the wine
and partly from the experience of returning to the place of my youth. I had grown up at Solihull School
and I had many positive memories of the time I had spent there. It had been a great pleasure reliving
some of those the day before. My thanks must go to Phil Griffiths and the team who organized the day,
to the Head for allowing us to return in such numbers and to all those fellow old boys who made the
effort to come which made the day the great success that it was. Here's to the 125th Anniversary.
Dear Mr Coton
I am very sorry not to have replied to your letter of 5 August earlier but I have recently returned to the
UK following a trip abroad which has prevented me from doing so in a more timely fashion. That
having been said please find enclosed a short article as promised. It is longer than the 750 words that
you asked for but I got carried away. Please feel free to edit ruthlessly if you are page capped.
I hope that it will suffice and that it makes your publication date all right. I did not intend to cut
things quite so thin. Best of luck with this year's edition and I hope that the club is thriving.
Regards to all in Solihull.
Yours Aye,
Paul Denning

Left to right: Mike Denning, Capt RM; Rick Hall, Capt RM; Stan Skippings,
Mr; Paul Denning, Lt-Col RM; Andy Levine, Lt RM; Peter Cameron, RM
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E.T. HALSTEAD
The death in July of this year at the age of eighty-six of E.T. Halstead
(Ted to some, Ernie to others) brought to an end a sixty year long
association with the School during which time he won the respect and
affection of many generations of Silhillians and of his colleagues.
The early years of his life were spent in South Africa, where his father
worked as a Methodist minister from 1903 to 1923. He travelled to
England with his sister to attend Kingswood School, Bath from where
he moved on to St Edmund Hall, Oxford to follow the 'Greats' degree
course. After Oxford he taught at Queen Elizabeth's School, for a short
period before his appointment at Solihull in 1938. Three years later his
career was interrupted by service in the Royal Navy aboard HMS
Hawkins in the Southern Oceans, where, no doubt, he was obliged to
adopt that characteristic jaunty, rolling stance in order to maintain his
balance in the teeth of the Roaring Forties!
After his return to Solihull in 1946, he saw the transition between the
headmasterships of A.R. Thompson and H.B. Hitchens. The latter appointed him Master of the
Preparatory School in 1948 and, with the devoted assistance of his new bride, Ruby, he took charge
of Kineton Boarding House in 1950. The writer of this appreciation is only one of many who will
remember the cordial welcome which new arrivals received and the cheerful, family atmosphere
which Ted and Ruby created.
He ran his section of the School in a similar, humane manner. There was a happy but at the same
time purposeful spirit within the Preparatory, later the Lower, School, but woe betide the boy who
was tempted to kick over the traces; sharp, condign punishment inevitably followed, which would not
be approved of in the last decade of the 20th Century, although I have not seen any noticeable signs
of trauma in the characters of Peter Levenger and others! He liked to see his boys given the best
possible opportunities to develop their intellects within and their interests outside the classroom. A
courageous full-back and an enthusiastic cricketer himself, he must have spent thousands of hours
coaching both the gifted and the cack-handed sportsmen, and never failed to establish and support
activities from which boys would benefit. At one point it looked as though the Rover Crew would
have to be disbanded, but it was saved by his offer of assistance outside his own sphere of activity
in the School. And what a dashing figure he cut in his shorts!
Lower School parties were regularly taken on foreign holidays, including a memorable trip to Rome.
His colleagues looked on in awe, as he effortlessly overcame a succession of difficulties. Passports
were left on the kitchen table at home so the party was briefed to surround and distract frontier guards
and customs officers; no-one spoke Italian, so Ted conducted animated conversations with the natives
in a hybrid version of Latin and Spanish with, apparently, complete success. And to his credit, he could
find it in his heart to forgive the boy (now a sixth form college principal) who, as he looked down on
the impressive remains of the Forum Romanum, opined, "It's just a lot of old rock!" Happy days!
Most of us will remember his twinkling eyes, his infectious laugh and his general joie de vivre, and
indeed, he believed that life was there to be enjoyed to the full. But there was too, a fundamental
seriousness in his character, which made him a formidable adversary when matters of principle were
at stake; and there was no more sympathetic ear than his when one was in trouble.
Above all he was the embodiment of the Roman virtue of pietas or dutifulness, which those who
were conducted by him through Virgil's Aeneid will remember. One recalls his kindly reverence of
his father who lived with him and Ruby during his declining years, his careful nurturing of his family
of whom he was rightly proud (Peter, an Old Silhillian), his quiet patriotism, his staunch devotion to
his friends, his strong allegiance to the School, which continued during the twenty years following
his retirement in 1977, and his commitment to his religious faith through the Methodist Church, of
which he was a pillar.
Giles Slaughter, the last headmaster under whom he served, when he heard of Ted's death, ended
the telephone conversation with the writer with the words "The thing is, Denis, Ted was a good man."
He was indeed, and we shall miss him.
D.H.T.

DAVID WIGGLESWORTH — An Appreciation
It is my privilege to write in praise of a well beloved friend and former colleague David Wigglesworth.
I first met David in the classroom and soon became aware of his sterling qualities, particularly when
he became Head Boy of the school. My wife was so impressed by his deportment and poise on the
occasion of Speeches that she told me that if Solihull School could continue to produce young men
of his calibre it must indeed be a fine institution. When Field Marshall the Lord Montgomery visited
the school David's bearing reinforced our earlier golden opinions.
After Cambridge University and National Service David was appointed to the Staff of Solihull
School where he immediately made his mark, as a teacher of German, boarding house tutor and,
later, housemaster, and as an officer in the CCF. It was my pleasure to see much of David in all three
roles — he was a highly competent schoolmaster, a dedicated and meticulous tutor and a superb
cadet officer, super-efficient and unfailingly precise both as contingent Adjutant and honorary
treasurer. He was unquestionably the man for the big occasion as he proved to be during the visit of
Her Majesty the Queen when he was officer in charge of the Guard of Honour.
As a games player he was a keen rugby enthusiast and shared school swimming responsibilities
with the late Keith Berridge with whom he worked in total unison.
He was utterly reliable and honest in his dealings with colleagues and subordinates, and if at times
he appeared somewhat stern it was merely an indication of his conscientiousness.
His outside interests lay in the theatre, at Stratford, Buxton, the Alexander in Birmingham, and
theatres in London. He was a lover of music and of books, not forgetting
that he was a connoisseur of food and wine. Those of us who were
privileged to share his festive board on New Year's Eve and, more
recently, New Year's Day will vouch for the quality of the claret and the
sheer variety of the meats and accompaniments, much of which had
been prepared by his masterly hands, for he was indeed an excellent and
innovative cook.
David's great generosity was not confined to food and drink alone.
The Christmas tree, appropriately festooned, would shelter numerous
worthy presents immaculately wrapped and destined for guests young
and old, for no-one was omitted. He was a magnificent host, always most
considerate and thoughtful, and it was only in the final months of his life
that his equilibrium began momentarily to desert him. This slight
intolerance on his part would betray itself in a short telling phrase such as "You b— fool", but we
soon learned to accept the epithet as a kind of compliment which he would not bestow upon mere
acquaintances, only on those he trusted and loved.
A bachelor, David gathered no less than seventeen godchildren, some now in their forties, whose
birthday he regularly marked with fitting gifts. An outstanding virtue in the man was his courage in
the face of adversity. For well over a decade he had had to contend with regular dialysis and other
unspeakable treatment at the East Birmingham Hospital, yet not once had he been heard to complain.
Quite the reverse. Both there and at Solihull Hospital he had nothing but lavish praise for the
dedicated work of doctors, nurses and others who made up the teams who ministered to him. Even
the car tragedy failed to quench his thirst for living, although it must have brought him immense
private grief.
In retirement David found time to act as Chairman of the Governors of Chelmsley Wood School,
and this after a highly successful career in a Birmingham State School on leaving Solihull. His final
appointment was with Solihull Education Authority in the Inspectorate where he was pre-eminent.
David's personal standards were of the highest and his sartorial bearing the object of admiration.
Such was the man, never satisfied with the second best, constantly striving for the best — generous,
reliable, loyal, and for whom there was but one school — Solihull School.
In his young life of sixty-seven years David amassed a host of friends from all walks of life who
will remember him with much love and admiration. The poem of John Milton (Lycidas, 1637) comes
to mind.
".. . Lycidas is dead, dead ere his prime
Young Lycidas, and hath not left his peer."
A.H.G.M.
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DOUGLAS ROY CHAMBERLIN (Fetherstone 1936)
JOHN CHAMBERLIN (Fetherstone 1936)
Peter Chamberlin, Banner Hill Farm, Percival Lane, Kenilworth, son of Douglas Chamberlin, has
written to the headmaster telling him of his father's death late last summer. He also states his father's
twin brother John died three years earlier. Darcy, the eldest of the three, best known for his cricket
and hockey ability, died previous to John.
JOHN HUDSON 11938 approx.)
The passing of John Hudson was a very severe blow to his family and many friends.
John Hudson was a very kind and generous man, always willing to help anyone at any time. A
family man, he and his wife Jeanne were blessed with two children and four grandchildren. After
service in the Forces in World War II, he returned to the family business of Hudsons Bookshops of
Birmingham, well known throughout the Midlands. Some few years ago the business was sold and
he retired.
I got to know him very well shortly after the war, playing hockey at Olton and with the touring side
The Phantoms Hockey Club. He was interested in cricket being a member of The Warwickshire County
Cricket Club. It was with golf, however, when we became very friendly, playing together in so many
events over so many years in a four-ball, and as an example of his kindness, he never failed during
these times to produce drinks for our mid-morning break.
His great love was Olton Golf Club, where he became Captain and then President. He served on
Committee for many years and worked very hard in the interests of the Club. His other great love
was The Old Silhillians Golfing Society, which he supported on every possible occasion. Whenever
the Old Sils 1st team got into the final of the Grafton Morrish Public Schools Golf Competition at
Hunstanton, which was often, he always went to give his support, and I believe that his enthusiasm
was a great help to the team.
I shall miss him more than I can say, and I am certain that he will be sadly missed by all who
knew him.
R.J. Parsons
KEN HEAVEN (School House 1931-38)
I am returning herewith the Silhillian magazine because my husband Kenneth V.R. Heaven died in
December 1992.
Please amend your records.
Yours faithfully
M.L. Heaven

THE PRESIDENTS SCHOLARSHIP APPEAL FUND
In order to provide for this fund the President would
want to appeal to all members for their Support.
With the fund hopefully achieving charity status. All
donations would be welcome.
Please send your donations to:
Mr P.A. Thomas
Presidents Scholarship Appeal Fund
c/o O.S.A.
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PROFESSOR JIM HIRST (Featherston 1933-38)
Scientist whose device to collect airborne spores revealed the cause of early death among King
Penguins at Regent's Park Zoo
Professor Jim Hirst, who has died aged 76, invented the Hirst Trap, a device for collecting spores
which helped to make useful biological discoveries.
Hirst was an international authority on plant biology and pathology, and his Trap revolutionised
the monitoring of airborne particles which cause diseases in crops, as well as such diseases as
farmer's lung.
The Hirst Trap accurately and continuously
catches fungal spores, pollens and dust from
the atmosphere on a glass slide. Hirst first
tried it out in a potato field, to measure the
extent and spread of blight.
One of the most unusual discoveries
made with the help of the Trap established
that the early deaths of King Penguins in
London Zoo had ben caused by infected hay.
Hirst Traps were used in many other tests —
in orchards for apple scab, on the roof of a
London hospital's nurses' home for airborne
spores, and to monitor pollen in the hay
fever season.
From 1975 to 1984 Hirst was Director of
the Long Ashton Research Station, near Bristol, and Professor of Agricultural and Horticultural
Sciences at the University of Bristol.
During his tenure at Long Ashton, Hirst successfully converted the Station, which had for nearly
80 years been devoted to horticulture (especially fruit) and beverages, to predominant interests in
agriculture, crop protection and plant science.
His services were sought by a wide variety of professional bodies, including the Overseas
Development Administration, the Forestry Commission, the Potato Marketing Board, the
Commonwealth Agricultural Bureau and the World Bank.
Hirst was also the Specialist Adviser to the Overseas Development Sub-Committee of the Foreign
Affairs Committee of the House of Commons.
His work, which brought Long Ashton international repute, was of great value for the proper
direction of British overseas aid, and the improvement of agricultural practice in developing countries.
Hirst made a number of journeys, with the aid of the RAF Meteorological Research, to study disease
problems overseas. He enjoyed travelling and once calculated that he had visited 100 countries on
behalf of the World Bank.
John Malcolm Hirst, always known as Jim, was born on April 20 1921 and educated at Solihull
Grammar School.
When the Second World War broke out, he joined the Navy at HMS Glendower, the Butlin's holiday
camp at Pwllheli, north Wales, and served as an ordinary seaman in the destroyer Lauderdale on
Atlantic convoys.
Commissioned as a sub-lieutenant RNVR, Hirst went out to the Mediterranean to serve in Coastal
Forces and took part, in Motor Launch (ML) 557, in Operation Brassard, the assault landing on the
island of Elba in June 1944. This was an unexpectedly bloody affair: the German garrison, knowing
they had no hope of relief or reinforcement, resisted desperately.
Hirst then commanded Harbour Defence Motor Launch (HDML) 1246, operating in the Adriatic in
the winter of 1944-45. He went on to command ML 480, clearing mines from the approaches to Trieste
in the spring of 1945, for which he was awarded the DSC.
Finally, he commanded ML155, based at Flekkeford in southern Norway, supervising German
minesweepers employed clearing their own mines from the Skagerrak.
After the war, Hirst studied Agricultural Botany at Reading University, and in 1950 joined
Rothamstead Experimental Station at Harpenden, in Hertfordshire, where he was appointed Head of
the Plant Pathology Department in 1967.
Hirst received many awards, including the Research Medal of the Royal Agricultural Society of
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England, and he was the first recipient of the International Botanical Congress's Jakob Eriksson Gold
Medal in 1959.
He was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society in 1970.
Jim Hirst was proud of his naval service and retained his connection with the Navy. He was a
member of the Coastal Forces Veterans' Association. By good luck he acquired ML 155's ships bell,
which he hung in his hall. Thereafter, it was used to summon him from the garden. He married, in
1957, Barbara Mary Stokes, a fellow scientist and an accomplished watercolourist. They had
two daughters.

John qualified as a Master Tailor, led the family business and in retirement continued part-time
with Salisbury's Tailors. He was an active member of Robin Hood Golf Club for 40 years, a keen
snooker player, a member of Olton Services Club and of Solihull Royal British Legion.
He met with great courage and determination the recent shock of the virtual loss of sight in his
one remaining good eye, which ended his car driving, golf and snooker, but did not prevent his
continuing visits by public transport to his respective clubs right up to his sudden death.
Fondly remembered by all his family and many friends.
Regards, Dick

ARTHUR BERNARD SMITH (1924-1997)
Arthur was at Solihull School from 1932 to 1938, and was a member of Pole House.
He left in 1938, following his Mother's death, to board at Oundle, a school which had been chosen
because of its reputation for Engineering. It soon became obvious that he had a talent for it, and for
studies generally, and he matriculated a year early.
He joined the Navy, and was put on a Y scheme that sent promising ratings on special training
courses, in his case going to Bradford for engineering training. From there he joined an aircraft carrier
as a Sub-Lieutenant, going to Australia and the Far East, bringing home troops who had been
prisoners of war in Changi Gaol in Singapore.
On demob he continued his studies at Matthew Bolton College, qualifying as a mechanical and
chartered engineer. This expertise was used firstly in the family business, and later when he set up
his own ABS Home Services in 1982.
As a keen rugby player he played at first for Moseley, then for many years as a first XV wing forward
with the Old Silhillians. He was in his time 1st XV Captain and President of the Rugby Club. In later
years trout fishing and gardening were his main hobbies at both of which he excelled. He regularly
attended the over 60s lunches.
He married Mary in 1951, having two children, Neil, who also went to Solihull School, and Nicola.
He would be proud to know that Neil's elder daughter is following the family tradition and going to
Solihull School in September.

From F.R. BISHOP (Shenstone 1930-37)
Greenways, Northacre, Caston, Attleborough, Norfolk, NR17 1DG
Attached is a cutting from The Telegraph. Reg Fowle lived, until he fairly recently went into a nursing
home, after his wife died, locally here in Norfolk in a village called Hingham. He was the elder brother
of "Bertie" Fowle who was a few years older. My memory of him was as a very good slow bowler
in the 1st Xl cricket team. He too I gathered from the son of Reg died a few years ago.
Reading the obituary columns of the Telegraph these days is becoming quite a chastening
experience. Still I suppose the main thing is not to find your own name in it!

A.L. DE LIMA (School House 1929-31)
Arthur passed away in Trinidad, West Indies in November 1997 aged 83 years. He was at the school
as a boarder in School House from 1929 to 1931. He was good enough to play for the school 1st XV
team in 1931, the first year of the changeover from soccer to rugby. His home was in Trinidad and
he was sent to England for his education. His greatest friend was John Currall. This friendship did
not end at the end of their schooldays and regular correspondence continued for over 65 years, which
ended with his last letter received in June 1997 in which he said that he would continue to write as
long as he was able. He did visit England twice over the years and was able to meet with John. He
had been in very poor health for a number of years. His younger brother Danial was also with him
at the school at the same time. He died some years ago.
J.C.
HAROLD JOHN BIRD (29th August 1917-2nd January 1998)
John died suddenly in the early hours of 2nd January 1998 after undergoing emergency surgery which
he unfortunately did not survive.
He was a boarder at school in the late twenties to early thirties where in School House he played
rugby at fly-half for his house and school. He was junior school boxing champion in 1930. On leaving
school he was automatic choice of fly-half for O.S. 1st team until the outbreak of war.
Following school John attended the Royal Military College at Sandhurst followed by a distinguished
military record in the Second World War. He served with the Royal Warwickshire Regiment. He took
part in the Normandy landings and their subsequent battles and was Mentioned in Dispatches on 4th
April 1946 along with a Record of Appreciation from the King.
John was Field Marshal Montgomery's personal driver to the signing ceremony for the treaty which
ended the war, and kept with pride a note of thanks personally signed by him. He retired in 1946 with
the honorary rank of Captain.
In 1946 he married Joan and remained in their home in Reservoir Road, Olton until her sad death
in 1988. They had two children, Richard and Judith, and four grandchildren, Christopher, Katy,
Rebecca and Debbie.
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FOWLE.—WrwAm REGINALD, aged 86,

husband of the late Catherine. Funeral •
at Hingham Church, Norfolk at 12
noon on February 16. Donations only
to St Andrew's. Hingham.

Newspaper Obit Cutting

ERIC TROMAN (Jago 1930-36)
Never really scholastically bright, his main enjoyment at school was carpentry. From school he went
to Tangys where he was taught electricity and its uses. At the outbreak of war he was working with
the Rotol Dowty Group where he became a personal friend of Sir George Dowty moving to Normalair,
where he specialized in pressures for high flying aircraft and also hydraulics. During this period he
made every effort to join the forces, but was always turned down because of his specialist work. The
latter years of the war he spent at Lockheed, California where he became a member of the Institution
of Mechanical Engineers. Afterwards he became a member of the Interplanetary Society. When his
days of serious engineering were ending he spent his time travelling all over the world, finally making
a base in Manly, Australia where he continued to give advice on mechanical matters. He visited his
old school friends Bill Wigley and Peter Cawley most years when he came back to this country, to
meet old friends. Sadly he died suddenly in Australia. Bill Wigley has sent this tribute for a Silhillian
in Australia.
Any further Obituaries — please advise Editor.

MEZT EDOTICM NC). 66
you are all invited to write a little
something about anything for the next
edition. Mag goes to print September
14th 1999.
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THE SCHOOL ARCHNES
Anyone seeing part of the School Archives, as exhibited on the CCF Centenary by Denis Tomlin, will
appreciate the wonderful job he is doing assembling all forms of memorabilia. It is the history of the
school and its pupils, so that when Denis gives us another sample exhibition, you will appreciate all
the hard work he has done for our benefit and enjoyment.
C.T.C.

DON RUSHTON
The Old Stable, The Green, Snitterfield, Stratford-Upon-Avon, CV37 OJE
The following report and photograph was received from Don Rushton regarding RICHARD JAGO
MEMORIAL WINDOW, Parish Church of Great St James, Snitterfield.
Before a full congregation at the Carol Service on Sunday, 21st December 1997, the fully restored
late 19th century window was dedicated. In attendance were four Old Silhillians, residents of the
village: John Bowdler, Licensed Reader (School 1937-44, Jago), Dr Martyn Gill (1975-82, Jago) his
wife Tanya (née Jones, 1981-83, Pole) and Donald F.H. Rushton (1993-42, Pole).
Beside the window is a panel inscribed as follows:

From DENIS TOMLIN
May I thank, through the pages of the Silhillian, the small number of your readers who have answered
my appeal for memorabilia to add to the School's archives. I award them 10 marks out of 10.
The remainder of the Association receive only 1 (charity) mark and the Archivist's comment, "Could
do better"!
While I should be pleased to receive, either on loan for photocopying or as a gift, any items of
interest, together with names and dates. At the moment I am particularly seeking copies of the
following:
Calendars
Dairies
Shenstonian
School Photographs
OTC/CCF
Rugby
Hockey
Cricket

pre-1952
Winter 1952, 1954.
Volume XLIX No. 2
48-61 (exclusive), 60-69 (exclusive), 76-86 (exclusive)
31-49 (exclusive), post-1967
1941, 46, 59-61, 64-66, 68-84 onwards
1934, 37, 47, 54, 60-64, 66, 67, 69 onwards
1931, 37, 42, 43, 54, 59-62, 66, 67, 69 onwards

Photographs of other sports, House groups and other activities will also be most welcome.
I do what I can to encourage past pupils to join the Association, if they have not already done so,
and I should be glad to receive from members redundant copies of the last four splendid editions of
the Silhillian which you have produced.
These I can then pass on to prospective members to whet their appetites!
You may be interested to read the following quotation from a letter I have recently received from
Tim Benford (1955-65): "I was glad to have joined the Old Silhillians a year or so ago and to receive
the 1997 Silhillian. It was a delight to read the memory-jogging reports of the School both before and
after my time." Clearly your efforts are bearing fruit.
Contributions to the archives should be sent to me c/o the Headmaster's Secretary. My home
telephone number is (01564) 774853.
Yours ever,
Denis Tomlin
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This window is dedicated to the memory of
Richard Jago, distinguished poet, who
served as Curate and Vicar from 1731 until
his death in 1781. A former pupil of Solihull
School, Jago is commemorated by Old
Silhillians who made a substantial
contribution to the restoration carried out
in 1997.
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"Then let us timely for our flight prepare
And form the soul for her divine abode
Obey the call and trust the Leaders care
To bring us safely thro Virtues path to
God."
Richard Jago

The funds donated were from the proceeds of "The Warwickshire Coterie" by the late Colin Hey,
former Senior English Master and Deputy Head at the School (1937-46).
D.F.H.R.
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TNE OVER tOs LUNCNEON CLUE

TNE LONDON DONNE R 17
By all accounts, from the kind letters and remarks I received, last year's gathering was judged a
success. At the last minute we were faced with an empty Headmaster's chair, due to the unexpected
and sad circumstances at School that week. However, as one comes to expect at such times, with the
School's training, extra contributions were forthcoming from our President Mike (including a much
appreciated report from Patrick) and more ad hoc comments than usual from the assembled company
which helped to cover the gap!

Th E LONDON DINNER 1SSE3
The use of the RAF Club, made possible with the good offices of John Price, met with the approval
of the majority who appreciated the newly refurbished room with its "light airs" atmosphere. So that
settles it for this year.
A number of regulars have offered to sponsor young Old Sils who might be discouraged by the
expense of meeting at a "London Club": any recent leavers would be most welcome on this basis.
We are also pleased to invite eligible guests who we may persuade to pay their subs.
The size of the Solihull contingent has declined somewhat over the last few years but I trust that
the enthusiasm shown by the regulars of late will entice them back to our premium event in
the Metropolis.

The Over 60s Luncheon Club continues to meet at the Old Silhillian Memorial
Club House only twice per year during May and October at midday.
During the past year the Club regrets that some of our most senior members
are having to decline visiting the Luncheon due to their increasing years. We wish
them well, but hope they will continue to attend whenever the spirit is willing.
With each passing year, any Old Silhillian reaching the age of 60 becomes
eligible for the Luncheon Club, which presently has a membership of
approximately 180, within excess of 100 attending on any one occasion.
Please do not hesitate to write or telephone me for inclusion on future
mailing lists, as these are separate from those kept by the Association.
Gordon Harper, 19 Avenbury Drive, Solihull, West Midlands, B91 2QZ.
If you doubt your ability to remember names don't worry, everyone is name tagged. Members haven't
forgotten their names yet, but there is always a first time. If your hearing is bad, don't worry, they
were only talking about things they did fifty years ago — or think they did, but it's all very friendly.
In conclusion, we thank David Green and Dorothy in particular, for continuing to provide us with
excellent luncheons, who together with Claude Coton in the chair endeavours to make it a happy yet
not too serious gathering.
Next meetings Thursday, 20th May; Thursday, 14th October 1999
To be agreed at our next meeting.
G.H.
I think everyone in the Over 60s would agree, we have to thank Gordon for making these events so
enjoyable. Please respond to his invitations as early as possible — it makes organisation so much
easier. And 'Yes' Roy Davies is still with us!
C.T.C.

1998 Dinner at the Royal Air Force Club, Piccadilly
Friday 20th November 1998

M.E. TAYLOR
"Arran", 44 Lady Byron Lane, Knowle, Solihull, B93 9AY. Telephone: (01564) 776495
22 May 1998

Tickets: E32
Bar opens at 6.30 p.m. — Meal at 7.30 p.m.

Dear Claude,
I have been meaning to drop you a line for some time but for one reason or another haven't got
round to it!
You prompted me yesterday at the 'Over 60' lunch — what a great time we all had and so many
new faces too — when you invited members to let you have any 'tit bits' for inclusion in The Silhillian.
I wondered whether you would be interested in the enclosed notes relating to a supper which is
held at the Club House once a year — founded in 1973 — mainly for Old Boys who were at Solihull
School during the war years of 1940-1946/7.
We celebrated our 25th Supper last year and it is going as strong as ever!
For my sins I arrange the details and most of us also go to the over 60s lunch.
By the way your meal was so good yesterday that after 25 years of steak and kidney pie I have told
David Green that from next year onwards we will have roast beef!

If you haven't already booked
and would like to come along
just call or drop a line to:
Bernard Hales, 9 Strode Street, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9BT.
Telephone: (01784) 432517

AN INVITATION — 50th EDITION '1999
The next edition of The Silhillian will be No. 50. As I intend to hang up my pen
on its completion I would like it to be a worthy production — the last this
century. So I'm inviting you all to write a little something — about anything
— hang the expense. Going to press date is September 15th 1999 but please
include, name address — HOUSE — and when you left schoo1.1 would just like
to see if education at Solihull School has done you any good.
C.T.C.

OLD SILHILLIANS"73 SUPPER CLUB
It was when I was reading the 1997 'Silhillian' — and more particularly Gordon Harper's article about
the 'Over 60s Luncheon Club' — that I wondered whether it might be of interest if I submitted a short
article to our illustrious Editor (C.C.) about a supper club that from a 'germ' of an idea in 1973 has
become an established annual event, held at the Old Sils Clubhouse.
In the more relaxed era of the '70s I met Alan Cross (noted for his prowess in cross country running)
who was at School at the same time as myself i.e. 1942/46 and had been in the same house (Pole).
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Over lunch we were reminiscing about the old school days and how neither of us had kept in touch
probably due to career advancement, family responsibilities, etc. until we thought how interesting it
would be to meet up with a few of 'our old classmates' and have a chat!
We decided to invite a couple of old school friends each which we did, and this proved so successful
that 'the word got around' and within a comparatively short time we had over twenty members and
we were meeting at the O.S.
The membership now exceeds 50 — all sorts and sizes — including the Chairman of the Board of
Governors John Price C.B.E. D.L. who rarely misses a Supper as is the case with most members. We
have been supported by a previous Headmaster and hopefully look forward to a visit from Mr Derham
in the near future.
We have our own tie (thanks to an idea of Mike King) and the same menu every year religiously
and carefully prepared by David Green and his excellent staff.
It is a memorable occasion enjoyed by all — totally informal — as was the 25th anniversary we
celebrated on the 1st April this year.
Long may it last!
Maxwell E Taylor

THE P.R.& CLUE
A number of you already know of its existence, but your Editor has asked me to tell you about the
'P.R.A. Luncheon Club' which meets at the Old Silhillians Clubhouse each month. When I retired in
1983, after 36 years of most enjoyable teaching, my wife Joan decided to found a luncheon club with
her friends from the School. I persuaded 'Dink' Steele, also newly retired, to be the first Chairman,
and on his death, and without any formal constitution, I have run it ever since. With our regular
attenders, one Honorary Member and Country Members, all of whom, with their spouses have worked
for the School, our numbers now stand at 57.
P.R.A. stands for 'poor retired academics', and also the initials of Raymond Ansell, in whose
memory it was formed. You may remember him as 'Swotty', but we were much more in awe of his
mental prowess, and knew how effortless was his ability to achieve such high standards. He was our
mentor, as well as yours. Shy man that he was, how much he would have enjoyed our informal
gatherings, as he used to do on mountain walking expeditions.
Our Country Members include all the Headmasters who have served since Harry Hitchens' time:
Bruce McGowan, Giles Slaughter and Alan Lee, while Guy King-Reynolds sees us frequently, and
Derek Garnier makes annual trips from Thailand. Of great interest to us are our guests, invited from
time to time by members, and it is remarkable how many ex-members of staff who left us years ago
to serve in other appointments still regard Solihull as their School.
We started at the Copt Heath Memorial Ground, but catering problems led us away to local
hostelries. Now we have returned again to our roots, and very much appreciate the care bestowed
upon us by David Green and his staff, who do not even grumble when, invariably I fail to count up
our numbers accurately. One of our great delights during term time is to see pupils turn out for games
conducted by present members of staff, while we ourselves are seated in warmth and comfort, gazing
out across the splendid playing fields.
We would like to extend our warmest greetings to all Old Silhillians who remember us.
Bob Beach (1953-83)
The above letter was signed by:
Harry and Val Morle, George Hill, David and Jill Spurnell, Dominic and Ann King, Daphne Derridge,
Kenneth and Joyce Ellison, Tim Adkin, Denis and Doris Tomlin, Betty Pittom, Eleanor Chafman, Katie
Keeling, Peter and Ann Wrenn, Laurie Bailey, Trevor Archer, Beryl Thomas, Bob and Joan Beech and
Barbara Bale.
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THE SCHOOL SONG
Over the years, there has been little or no reference to the School Song in The Silhillian.
Those at school between 1932 and 1948 were introduced to the words and music on speech days
and special functions.
This was brought to mind by a phone call one evening when an unknown voice asked for the Editor
of The Silhillian going on to explain that his name was Easterling. An unusual name unless you were
at Solihull School during the 30s to 50s. He further explained that he was a nephew of 'Jacko' or
'Yacko' Easterling, as he was called by the boys. He had been told an article had been written about
his uncle and he would like a copy.
Regrettably, this was not the case but his name had been mentioned among the names of other
masters at school during the period.
Later, I asked some of my contemporaries what they remembered of 'Jacko' 60 years ago. He was
not remembered in the same way that most of his contemporaries were among the staff. He was not
involved in houses or sport. Apart from teaching Music, Divinity and Latin, the School choir, end of
term concerts and private music lessons were his main activities. He cycled from Olton (where he
was an Organist at Olton Church) usually with Dapper Davis. He walked with a slight bounce, the
bottoms of his trousers were well above his shoes, he smoked a pipe and, when some of the pupils
played up, went red in the face, stormed over to the offenders and took hold of the culprits hair,
between thumb and forefinger, and proceeded to pull so that the culprit stood up and sat down at
his will. For all that, he was well liked and a good teacher and Choir Master.
One thing, however, that few know about him was that he composed the music for what became
the School Song now never used. The song originated from the early 1930s, under A.R. Thompson,
but was discontinued under Harry Hitchings. Why no-one seems to know, but I doubt if any Old Boy,
under the age of 60, has ever sung it. It was a treasured part of John Orrett's (a past President) youth
and he tried to have it sung at O.B's meetings during his year as President but with little success.
Only the 'golden oldies' knew the words. So, with a lot of help from Denis Tomlin (Keeper of the
Memorabilia), the history is as follows:
The words were first published in the School mag in 1932 under the heading A POEM ...

A Poem
The Headmaster has received the subjoined poem from
an anonymous correspondent. It is being seriously
considered for adoption as the School song. Our founder
is undoubtedly anonymous, but need the School bard be
without a name ? The Headmaster would be very glad if
the poet would communicate his name to him.
SOLIHULL SCHOOL
OUR FOUNDER

When Richard the Second was ruling our land
In days which have long passed away,
Arose a great FOUNDER, who built a small School
Which has grown and is famous to-day.
The name of our Founder no one can relate,
It was lost as five centuries passed ;
But though nameless, he lives in the hearts of us all
With a love that for all time will last.
Was he Prelate, or noble, or Knight of the Shire,
Or humble in rank or in fame,
Our thanks and devotion we'll daily outpour
In pride and respect—just the same.
Whatever the future or fortune may bring
To the School at which Shenstone was taught,
We all will be true to our ancient descent
In our studies, in games, and in thought.
ANON.
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Needless to say, our anonymous poet made himself known and in The Shenstonian, spring 1932,
we find the heading —The School Song ...

SOLIHULL SCHOOL SONG.
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We are enclosing with this copy of the SHENSTONIAN
the words and music of the School Song. The poem which
was published in our last issue was at once claimed by
Major Everitt, who very kindly allowed us to use it as we
pleased and to make any alterations we thought fit.
Happily no alteration was deemed desirable except the
omission of a possessive adjective in the last verse, and this
last verse has become the chorus. Our music master,
Mr. Easterling, has set the words to music, and so for the
first time in its long history Solihull School has a school song,
and one which we think is worthy of it.
Extract from Shenstonian — Spring 1932
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Major S.G. Everitt J.P.
Governor of Solihull School
Sadly, at the time of going to press, we have no photo of J.A. Easterling.
When the poem was shown to Denis Tomlin, his only comment was — 'I'm not surprised it is not
sung any more, the words do not fit the facts.'
Any comments?
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MAURICE THORNELOE
5 Knights Close, Dedworth, Windsor.

IMPROMPTU CONTINENTAL TRAVEL: FROM LONDON TO PARIS AND BACK; VICTORIA TO GARE ST
LAZARE (NOW SUPERSEDED). ALL WITHOUT TICKET (EXCEPT BOULOGNE TO FOLKESTONE) AND
ALL WITHOUT A PASSPORT.

entrapped him in conversation from the start while the very astute lady cox from Lyon moved in front
of me and fiddled around with the baggage above my head, thus masking me from the gaze of the
passport man! Phew! On arrival at Paris the sculls were deposited in the left luggage. Madame
Leonard lent me some francs and we all went our way.
All self-respecting Parisians go on summer holiday in the months of July, August and September.
So I was unlikely to find our Parisian family friends at home. I went through the motions, nevertheless,
but had no joy — they were at Souillac, in the Dordogne. In the next street, near La Place de la
Nation, was a small hotel at which I had stayed pre-war when their flat was full. In had enough
money for a bedroom for one night. But I had no caret d'identité or passport: a must in France for
the French and all foreigners. I finessed as best I could, saying that it was with my luggage at the
station. All I had with me was a briefcase. He gave me the key to my room. In the morning I had
coffee and bread.
Soon after, I thumbed my way towards Bolougne but only managed to reach Beauvais by dark. I
tried the Youth Hostel but was chased away, with no passport or carte d'identité. Hobson's choice —
I resorted to the thumb again and as I recall, struck lucky. There were two vehicles travelling to the
coast, a mini pantechnicon with only the driver, and a normal 1500cc saloon with a man and wife.
They drove carefully through the night till we were near their destination, Le Tréport, where we
stopped outside a café. In sharp contrast to the popular impression, they ordered and we ate, four
English breakfasts. More than that, they asked me how much money I had and loaned me £10 in
francs, which I later repaid. Fortified by the good breakfast I made good progress and eventually
arrived at Bolougne in the early afternoon. A single ticket to Folkestone cost £2 and no one seemed
interested in me until we arrived at Folkestone. Instead of staying on board and generally keeping a
very low profile I was stupidly rash and impetuous. I told the immigration officers that I had lost my
passport in France or on the boat. They kept me 'coralled' till dawn while consulting a large and heavy
tome.
Once on the train I looked out and watched them cycling home. If only I had waited till then I might
have got away with it. Instead of getting home on the tube from Victoria I went to Fleet Street for a
lift with the papers.
On reflection it would be difficult today. Thumbing by men in Europe is out, girls do it at their peril.
We may even see identity cards in the U.K. as we are further integrated with the European Union.

When the war (1939-45) was over I returned to Worcester and rejoined the Rugby Club. Our H.Q. was
the Olde Talbot Inne, in the shade of the Cathedral, where Sir Edward Elgar had dined and supped.
Sometime later in April 1949, as the rugby season was drawing to a close, I was in the Olde Talbot
with a Worcester Wetbob, Bob Pritchard, now Regatta President. "Would I be interested in rowing
and sculling?" Sunday morning rowing followed by a pint or two is the normal ritual in England and
Scotland if not Wales (except Working Men's Clubs, etc.).
Rowing and sculling are demanding, both physically and mentally, they are like most sports, 'a
religion'. After being rejected at rowing, initially, by the obese captain, I succeeded dramatically at
sculling at the Home Regatta. 'Worcester R.C. has to be content with Maiden Sculls Win' was the title
of Berrow's Worcester Journal Regatta Report, the oldest newspaper in the U.K. The captain who had
dispensed with my rowing services had at last seen the light and suggested that I should not think
of running the adjectival club. He was right in some measure. The antiquated Amateur Rowing
Association Status Rules hit the smaller clubs which were continually in a financial strait-jacket.
Sectional 8 Oars were partly the answer but only for transport. Nearly 50 years on they have a
boathouse for 8-0ars or Eights, it cost £250,000!
Then in 1950, they envisaged a wooden boat house for fours only, not eights. I obtained support
for 50% of the cost of an eight but no lead for the balance from the club. Through my father, who
worked for Rubery Owen, structural engineers et al., Darlaston, I submitted a copy of the envisaged
boathouse for fours. They lost it and I was asked to resign. None of the other local clubs would accept
me. Birmingham R.C., however, resurfaced, and needed active members, it had only one, an
International sculler, Ken Tinegate. As I was primarily a sculler I was in. The more so as my eldest
brother was an employee of the Birmingham R.C. chairman, Walter Williams, who asked me if I was
a relative. His son, Ted Williams, ex-Oundle (a rowing school) had given me my first rowing lesson
in a tub pair at Worcester. Of the three Birmingham University members, two had rowed at school,
the third was a novice. The tallest and stronger tyro was Graham Beech who was to become the
backbone of the club before moving to London and London Rowing Club. Graham and myself soon
became the 'commissariat' if anything was needed. He had been a pupil pilot in the R.A.F. in South
Africa, until he buzzed the Air Marshal's house and reverted to electrician.
All active oarspeople run a credit account in the red. Graham Beech was no exception. He was
cheated of international status at Duisburg in 1957 by a pinchpenny A.R.A. but showed them up by
winning the Thames Sculling Championship, the Wingfield Sculls, in 1957, soon after Duisburg. In
those days the News of the World sponsored the Serpentine International Regatta for several days
in August.
Madame Leonard, the lady manager of the Parisian Ladies' Coxed Four told us that she needed a
pair of sculls for herself. Graham agreed on price and it only needed the sculls to be on the boat train
at Victoria the following Sunday morning.
As I was already on the train, I thought I could go to Folkestone and take my leave on the quay
there! So much for resolution.
I carried the sculls on to the ferry boat and too my leave of the French team. Then, all of a sudden,
a crowd of Italians were ushered up the gang plank of the ship, I was transformed into an Italian of
convenience. They had a party ticket. I thought I would be able to return for tea.
At Boulogne I got on to the train to check that the sculls were on board, they were and so was I
as the train continued to Paris Gare St. Lazare.
The next event was the appearance of the immigration officer interested in all our passports, or
offers of penal accommodation for such as me. Madame Leonard player her part to perfection. She

Thank you for the tie and blazer badge.
I was surprised to find the badge on a black background, I had expected a maroon background.
When I was in London in January I tried to buy a maroon blazer with blue binding but could find no
establishment dealing in striped, piped or bound blazers. Apparently the demand for special blazers
has vanished during the 38 years since I lived in England.
Do I take it that the badge should be affixed to a black blazer and worn with the tie, and not as in
the past on a maroon blazer with blue edging.
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Maurice Thorneloe
If there was no other article written in this year's magazine for sheer perseverance over four years I
have to hand it to Maurice Thorneloe. He submitted this article in 1995 but sadly it was too late to
publish. He asked for it back to rewrite it. Again he submitted it, but it was the O.S.A. 75th year and
I had already exceeded my 64 allowed pages to 72, and it was duly returned for reconstruction once
again. When he sent it again last year, 1997 proofs had already gone to the printers and I was unable
to publish, but on the outside envelope, he not only put his name and address but a blue sticker 'With
Love'. After such an approach how could I send it back again. So as he didn't ask for it back, it must
be the first in this year's articles. May I also wish him a very happy 80th Birthday!

HUGH A. ROLLINSON
802 Confederate Avenue, Salisbury, North Carolina, 28144-2825,
Tel: 704/633-8423
8th May 1998
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Many thanks for your letter. The maroon blazer with blue ribbon edging was available in 1949 because
I bought one from Manley's when I left school, of course it has gone the way of all flesh long ago. I
am surprised that all such blazers have passed away and what a pity they were so colourful and
interesting. I shall buy a pair of black blazers one for my Birmingham University badge and one for
my new Old Silhillians' badge.
While at Solihull I lived in Pembroke Croft in Hall Green, and while my father was an active Mason
I do not believe he ever had a chance to attend at Shenstone Lodge, and in fact neither have I. We
will be in the UK staying at Walton Hall from 3/13 through 3/27 next spring, and for some time before
and after those dates with friends; I am hoping to include a Shenstone Lodge meeting in our visit
time. Though I am terribly rusty, I find American Masonry very unsatisfactory, and have not attended
Lodge in 30 years.
I will try to think up something to write for The Silhillian, but in the meantime for your information
I was at school from 1942 through 1949, and was in Shenstone House.
Forgive the use of word processor, but my handwriting is terrible and I do like people to be able
to read what I write.
Warmest regards, and many thanks for response.
Hugh Rollinson
K.F. DAVID
Le Bas Bout, 22490 Plouer Sur Rance, Brittany, France.
2nd December 1997
Dear Claude,
Regrettably, I will not be in Solihull (or even in England!) on 13th December this year so will miss the
opportunity of renewing acquaintance with the old friends and fellow Old Silhillians.
May I take this opportunity at least of sending you good wishes for the "festive season" and
offering my congratulations on the production of yet another absorbing and entertaining issue of
The Silhillian.
The majority of my "year" seems to have been widely scattered since we left the school in the
early '50s. I keep in touch with contemporaries like Geoff Dowman, Barrie Sheldon, John Anderson
and, through him, Dave Wright and David Hawkes. I was fortunate in spending enough good seasons
with the rugby club (and latterly the golf society) to enable me to extend the "data base" in
both directions.
The magazine is an excellent source of information and a continuing contact with the ambitions
and achievements of the School as well as the Association. I believe that thanks have already been
offered for the fact that you have found your true "metier" — I wish you all strength to your (writing)
arm and, as my neighbours actually say for all good things in life, "bon continuation"!
This time last year I was about to undergo surgery for my second hip replacement — I now have
two bionic limbs. '97 has been a year of re-education but the results have proved to be even better
than my best expectations. That's the good news; the bad? — the metal content of the new joints
sets off the electronic security system at the airport "check-in" counter and I have to suffer the
indignity of the body search, I just wish that the security staff were better looking!
So much for the nonsense! I hope that you're keeping well Claude, you look pretty fit in
the photograph.
I hope to see you in the New Year.
Sincerely, Ken
JOAN BILLING (Wife of David Billing, Past President, OSA)
2 Woodward Parks, Fladbury, Pershore, Worcs, WR10 2RB, Telephone: (01386) 861497
At a recent rather impressive ceremony at Lambeth Palace a distant cousin of mine and O.S. was
presented by the Archbishop of Canterbury with a D.D. The enclosed is a copy of the Archbishop's
citation of David's work which was read at the ceremony. I thought it worthy of the O.S. Magazine.
Hope you are both well. We jog along. David is now Secretary to the Pershore Deanery Synod!
— and the boys are coming over to help us celebrate our 70ths!
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THE RIGHT REVEREND DAVID TUSTIN (SHENSTONE 1944-54)
There are few others in the Anglican Communion today who have contributed so much to the
movement to the visible unity of the Church as David Tustin. His education prepared him for the
outstanding contribution he was later to make. He read Modern Languages at Cambridge University
and went on to Greece as a Philip Usher Scholar to study the Greek Orthodox Church. Geneva
University next, where he was awarded a Post-Graduate Certificate in Ecumenical Studies. His
expertise and fluency in German, French and Modern Greek made him an obvious choice for
membership of theological conversations, bringing linguistic skills which all too often are lacking in
English participants around ecumenical tables. Those early years provided David with a first hand
experience of other churches — Orthodox, Reformed and Lutheran — forming in him a lasting
commitment to 'all round' ecumenical relationships.
After training for the ordained ministry at Cuddesdon Theological College, he served in the parish
of Stratford St Mary in the Lichfield Diocese before joining the staff of the Council on Foreign Affairs
at Lambeth Palace, in the service of Archbishop Michael Ramsey; where he met and courted his wife,
Mary. He returned four years later to parochial ministry in Lichfield and was consecrated in 1979 as
suffragan bishop of Grimsby. The pattern of Bishop David's ministry has combined a deep sense of
the pastoral ministry with a passion for the unity of the Church.
David was an obvious choice in 1986 to succeed Bishop John Gibbs of Coventry as Co-Chairman
of the Anglican-Lutheran International Continuation Committee. The years between 1986 and 1998
have seen greater breakthroughs in this dialogue then perhaps any other. The Niagara Report on
Episcopé and the more recent report on The Diaconate as Ecumenical Opportunity have contributed
significantly to the establishment of closer relationships between Anglicans and Lutherans in Europe,
the United States of America and Africa. Although theological, agreed statements are the work of a
group and much depends upon the ability of the Chairman to keep hope alive when seemingly
intractable problems arise; a sense of realism when euphoria is unwarranted and a sense of humour
to lighten a task. Bishop David has chaired these meetings with never-failing patience, wisdom and
skill, drawing out the special gifts and insights of those around the table. He has won the respect
of all.
With this international perspective he was the obvious choice to become the Co-Chairman of the
conversations between the Church of England and the Evangelical Church in Germany which led to
the Meissen Agreement and the conversations between the Anglican Churches of Britain and Ireland
and the Nordic and Baltic Lutheran Churches which bore fruit in the Porvoo Agreement. The Porvoo
Communion has captured the imaginations of many churches with its breakthrough on apostolicity
and succession and is blossoming in closer fellowship between Christians, challenging us to discover
new forms of common service and mission in Northern Europe. In addition to being a respected
Chairman of these dialogues, Bishop David has worked tirelessly commenting on draft after draft,
with characteristic care for accuracy in every detail, never missing a full stop or comma, which could
make all the difference in a carefully crafted and balanced agreement.
It is not only on the world scene and the European scene that Bishop David has made such an
outstanding contribution. In 1993 he succeeded the Bishop of Doncaster as Chairman of the Council
for Christian Unity of the Church of England. In helping to direct the Church of England's relations
with other churches he has brought together his knowledge of theological dialogues with his
experience of local ecumenism. He has guided the General Synod wisely in its response to the
Moravian Conversations and the Called To Be One Process. Only those who have sat under his
Chairmanship know the extent of David's knowledge of other churches, his grasp of the complexity
of issues and his intuitive sense of the possibilities of the current ecumenical scene. All of this was
brought to bear in his recent Chairmanship of the Church of England — Methodist Informal
Conversations. How fitting that both he and his fellow Co-Chairman, the Reverend Brian Beck, are
being honoured today.
Those who have worked closely with Bishop David never fail to be amazed at his complete
and utter preparedness for any eventuality. It is almost as if he instinctively knows the next
question that will be asked, the next hazard on the way. Stories about his preparedness are legion.
I like the one which records that when chairing a conference, his pen ran out of ink. The
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Secretary quickly offered a replacement biro. Bishop David graciously declined, opening his
briefcase to reveal ten more pens in every colour just waiting to be used. 'If his mitre were to fall
off, he would have another underneath' is how one admirer put it.
Important advances have been made in the Anglican Communion and the Church of England in
the last decade towards the visible unity of the Church. Not a few of these achievements are due to
the dedication and gifts which David Tustin has brought to this task. It is with great pleasure, therefore,

Who else but our London Rep 1950-60 could have a visiting card:

MONSIEUR ET MADAME C. S. MILES-THOMAS

that 1 award him the degree of Doctor of Divinity.
01 42 86 87 14

1,

RUE JEAN-JACQUES ROUSSEAU -

75001

PARIS

RD. WILLIAMS (Fetherston 1980)
168 Scribers Lane, Hall Green, Birmingham, B28 OPQ.
9 December 1997
I am an Old Silhillian, having left in 1980 (Fetherston) and am currently engaged in much historical
research. One of the projects I am working on is to trace information concerning those Old Boys who
were killed in the Great War.
I would be most grateful if you could publish an appeal from me in the 'Silhillian' for any
information which current members may have. I would like to eventually trace the final resting place
of the Old Boys, in doing so I intend to visit them, photograph them and produce an article, maybe
for the Old SiIs magazine, if you are interested. I will also be trying to trace the incidents/battles which
led to their death.
I trust that you will be able to grant my request. On completion of my work I will also submit a
copy to Mr Derham.
You may also like to have the following information for inclusion in the Silhillian as to the activities
of Old Boys. I am now the proud father of two children, Alexandra aged 8 and Philip aged 4. I have
been married to Isabel for 14 years. I have just registered at Birmingham University for an M Phil in
Great War history which should be complete in 1999. I am still in West Midlands Police. I would love
to hear from any Old Sil with whom I was contemporary.
Will you please note my address, as all correspondence is still being sent to my parents and I left

On 18th July Leslie Scurlock (Shenstone)
married Martin Ward at St Alphage Church,
Solihull. A splendid affair with many O.S. in
attendance. Just for good measure went to Cuba
for a honeymoon.
Article to follow next edition.

there 17 years ago?

THIS IS WHAT IT'S ALL ABOUT

REMINDER
Did you return your

PRISON

RECORD form in the last edition
— we want it for the computer —
to the Clubhouse PLEASE.

From MICHAEL BOTTOMLEY
18 Hollywell Road, Knowle, Solihull, West Midlands, B93 9JY
22nd August 1998
Dear Mr President
I have recently completed my school career at Solihull School and am writing to thank you for your
support you gave during my final two years at the schoo1.1 am extremely grateful for the Old Silhillians
Scholarship I was awarded.
You will be pleased to hear that my A levels were a great success with me eventually achieving four
A grades. This means I have attained a place at Nottingham and will be going in October to study
Mechanical Engineering. Hopefully my career at University will be as enjoyable as my time at school.
I enjoyed meeting you at school just before my exams commenced. It now seems incredibly
long ago.
Please find enclosed the membership form for membership of the Old Silhillians' Association.
Yours sincerely
Michael Bottomley
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•

From RICHARD GRAVES (Past President 0.S.A)
Dear Claude

•
I hope this letter finds you in rude health. I met a Jeremy Ryan-Bell on a flight from Portugal.
He is an Old Sil and left in 1956, I can report he exhibits many traits we, as Old SiIs can be proud
of. On our fourth bottle of champagne I offered to arrange several matters for him and it is in this

•

respect I impose upon you.

•

1. He remembers Keith Burridge with fondness and would like a copy of his obituary.
2. He would welcome a return to the fold as a member of the Association.
and
3. He would like to join the OSA Golf Society.
He can be found at: Wickhamford Manor, Wickhamford, Evesham, Worcester, WR11 6SA.
Tel: (01386) 830296
He has many stories of school, masters and pupils, and may be a valuable contributor to the
magazine.
Thank you in anticipation and hope to see you soon.

HOT FROM THE INTERNET 1st EDITION
From MIKE WATERS

Andrew Bower (Shenstone), left in 1997 now studying Computer Science at Gonville and Caius
College, Cambridge. Andrew's web site.
Dominic Cusack (Jago), left in 1995 and is now a cadet with the West Midlands Ambulance
Service.
Jonathan Cusack (Jago), left in 1990. He is now a Senior House Officer at Kettering Hospital in
the Special Care Baby Unit.
Paul Cusack (Jago), left in 1987 and is now a Director of Birmingham Stockbrokers Albert
E Sharp.

D, E and F
•
Simon Day (Windsor), left School in 1976 and studied Engineering at Sheffield University. He is
currently a director of a specialist foundation contracting company based in East Anglia. The
VaneIle Web Site.
•
Chris Dennis (Shenstone), left School in 1997, and despite getting offers from Cardiff University,
Chris has entered the Family Business, selling car accessories and Designer Clothes to various
outlets in the Midlands. He still lives in Solihull.
•
Robert Fear (Windsor), left in 1997 to study at University College London.
G. H and I
•
Peter Griffiths (Windsor), left in 1996 and is currently at Birmingham University.
•
Edward Gummow (Fetherston), left in 1997, and is now studying Engineering at Clare College,
Cambridge. Visit Ed's home page.
•
Paul C. Hocking (Fetherston), attended Solihull School 1964-72, now living in North Queensland,
Australia. Paul is a self-employed Qualified Financial Planner.
•
John Hope (Windsor), left school in 1997 and is now studying for a B.A. (hons) degree in French
at the University of Leeds.

Our new Membership Secretary has taken the following information from the Internet. Thank you
Mike — no doubt the first of many.
This page will hopefully contain details about membership of the Old Silhillians one day (;-)) as
well as forthcoming events.
Add YOUR name and E-mail address to the Old Boy's and GIRL'S Network!
If you would like to be added to our list of contacts, please E-mail solsch@argonet.co.uk the
webmaster, with brief details of what you would like your entry to say, and you will be put up the
next time the page is updated!
Page last updated 8th May 1998.

Alphabetical Listing (Surname)
A,B and C
Nic Arnold (Windsor), left in 1994. Currently studying for a Masters Degree in
•
Telecommunications Engineering at Aston University. Visit Nic's home page.
Ian Batsford (Windsor), left in 1997 and is now studying for a B.A. (hons) degree in Economic
•
•
•

•

History and Economics at Manchester University.
Steve Belshaw, left in 1995 after doing his GCSEs and is now in his First Year studying Medicine
at Bristol.
Andy Benford (Pole), 1960-68. Entered B.R.N.C. Dartmouth in 1968 and served for 25 years in
the Royal Navy. The last 21 years of which were spent in the submarine service, including two
years in submarine command (HMAS Oxley, based in Sydney, Australia). He left the Navy in
1993 and is currently the Practice Manager for the Eynsham Medical Group (near Oxford). Andy
is married with two daughters.
Tim Benford (Pole), 1955-65. Studied at R.A.F. College Cranwell and served for 20 years as a
Supply Officer before emigrating to the USA in 1985 with his family. He is now the Business
Development Manager for Wincap Software, based in Dayton, Ohio.
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J. K and L
•
Christopher T. Jones (Jago), left School in 1996 and is studying at Southampton, with a view to
entering the Army.
•
Hi!grove Kenrick (Pole), left in 1995 and is currently a freelance musician and reviewer of musical
technology appliances.
•
Matthew Langmead, left in 1976. Matthew now has a video production and facilities company
in Evesham. Keyvid home page.
•
Jane Law, left School in 1991 and studied for a B.A. in French and German, graduating in 1995.
She has worked as an Equities Researcher for a financial magazine and database owned by
Euromoney Publications for two years. Jane will soon be starting a new job at the investment
bank Goldman Sachs with the syndicate desk.
•
Adam Lawrence (Fetherston), left School in 1997 and is now studying PPE at St Hugh's College,
Oxford.
M,N and 0
•
Victoria Mance (Windsor), left in 1997 and is now reading Law at Somerville College, Oxford.
(Victoria was our FIRST old girl's entry!)
•
Ross McCarthy (Jago), left School in 1997 and is now studying Economics with Statistics at
Bristol.
•
Myles McLeod (Pole), left in 1993, and is now working for JBA Software Products in Studley. He
is returning to Bristol University in September to study for a Masters Degree in Palaeobiology.
•
Jeremy Newberry, left the School in 1979. Jeremy's page.
P,Q and R
•
David Parsonage (Fetherston), left School in 1980 and is now a GSM Telecommunications
consultant.
•
Barrie Richards, left the School in 1949, and having spent 35 years in the Army, has now
retired to Portugal.
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S,T,U and V
Gavin Saxby, left in 1995, currently studying Electric and Electronic Engineering at Heriot Watt
•
University, Edinburgh.
Rob Shakespeare (Windsor), left in 1997 and is now studying Law LLB at University of Bristol.
•
Rupesh Tailor (Pole), left in 1997 and is currently in a 'gap' year working for State Street Global
•
Advisers in London, before going to Pembroke College, Cambridge to read Economics.
W,X,Y and Z
John Whitehead (Windsor), left in 1997 to study Business at Nottingham University.
•
Rob ("R.D.") Williams (Fetherston), 1973-80. Currently studying for an MPhil at Birmingham in
•
Great War History. He is hoping to continue and do a PhD.
Simon Woodroffe (Fetherston), left in 1993 to study Artificial Intelligence at Birmingham
•
University. He now works for Adventure Soft, writing computer games.
Nick Worthington, left in 1980, now the MD of a Multimedia Company Home page is Crisp
•
Multimedia.
E-mail your comments to the School's Webmaster (Dave Reardon)
Break-in trio ordered to pay Club
THREE men caught breaking into the Old Silhillians Rugby Club in Knowle have been ordered to pay
more than £800 compensation.
Police arrested 25 year old Andrew Barnes of Ullenhall Road, Knowle, Richie Fletcher of Stockfield
Road, Acocks Green and Russell Moran of St Annes Grove, Knowle both aged 22, on August 6th last
year.
The break-in was one of five suffered by the club in 1997 which saw it forced to fit steel doors and
bars to the windows and roof of its premises in Warwick Road.
All three men pleaded guilty to entering the club with the intent to steal at Solihull magistrates
court and were ordered to pay £289.33 and £40 costs each.
They were placed on probation for two years and ordered to carry out 80 hours of community
service.
Barnes was also ordered to attend a drug rehabilitation programme.
Allan Danks (1955 approx) was for over 30 years Architect to the 0.S.A., and was responsible for the
design and construction of our Club House in what was then Barston Lane. It is difficult to appreciate
the clubhouse in its original setting, for it was the construction of the motorway that is responsible
for its present vista. Alan Danks was for a while in private practice, later to become an architect for
Bryants Builders. Now in retirement, he has decided to settle down in North Devon in a cottage at
the rear of the Exeter Inn at CHITTLEHAMHOLT. A great supporter of the O.S.A. we wish him well in
his retirement.
Arthur Upton (1923) I had the pleasure of visiting Arthur with our President Peter Thomas to collect
a photo of pupils of Solihull School 1920 for the school archives. Arthur was mainly responsible for
the formation of the O.S. Rifle Club in 1956 at Dingle Lane, his son an O.S. is present Captain of the
Club. A most dependable man in his time, he was Editor of this magazine for 6 years (1956-60, 63).
He retired to Snitterfield 10 years ago, where he recently had his 90th birthday. Still with a cheerful
disposition he attends the Over 60 Lunch whenever possible.

4 Barton Close, Charlton Kings, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, GL53 9HR.
2nd December 1997
Dear Secretary
Thank you for the O.S.A. Magazine, extremely interesting.
If there are any retired O.S.A. living in the Gloucestershire area please let me know.
Yours sincerely,
Michael?
(NO SURNAME — PLEASE SUPPLY!)
From PETER AND BRIAN CALLAGHAN
'Tempus fugit', as the Callaghan twins Peter and Brian
celebrate their 50th birthday. Peter is Headmaster of his
Kingswood School, Shirley, like his father Mike a Past
President of the O.B Association and about whom
much has been written in recent years. Brother Brian
however is no longer a local lad and is referred to as a
Prospecting Geologist, specialising in gemstones in
Kelowna British Columbia. Married with three children
he is at the moment exploring an Opal field with his
partner —the first in Canada. Nevertheless he returned
to stay with his brother and have a joint celebration at
Peter's home in Shirley. An open house was the order
of the day from 10.00 am to midnight where (what
Brian (left), Peter (right)
seemed like hundreds) of O.S. came to help them
celebrate their 50th birthday. A good time was had by all. We do look forward to celebrating anything
they want to celebrate in the near future (it could just be a diamond field) — Happy Birthday Boys.

A privileged and unique photo of our President taken by security cameras
returning to his bedroom. As you can see he is not only good looking, but
has that 'Adonis' look making him much desired by the opposite sex. Has
he read too much into the President Clinton Report on the behaviour of
Presidents? Has power gone to his head? What is he doing wearing his
badge of office at such a time?
We have been made a financial offer which I think they thought was
too large to refuse. Wrong again. The Editor has made the scoop of his
career, and he wants you all to know what your President is like
underneath.
Surely he has little to hide.

Malvern Hall For many years Malvern Hall Ladies, have very much added to the love life of Old
Silhillians. As many of you know the School became co-educational in the '60s, and since 1993 has
been taken over by St. Martins. Sadly I have to say they are holding their last ever reunion later this
month, how I would like to attend, and see those fair ladies of yesteryear. I like to think they have lost
little of their past charm.
Barry Peck worthy O.S. decided that life as a widower was not for him. Finds himself a lovely lady
and has remarried. Sorry I lack details but we send him our congratulations.
Kenneth Talbot (Shenstone 1988) and Alysun Bramley (Pole 1988) married two years ago, have
returned to the area and are now living at 10 Ettingley Close, Brooklands Copice, Wirehill, Redditch.
Kenneth is working in Central Birmingham, whilst Alysun is a mid-wife at Alexandra Hospital, Redditch.
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SNENSTONIAN LODGE No. SW
Worshipful Master (98/99): W.Bro. David Carr Smith (01789 488235)
Secretary: W.Bro. Neil Hobday (01566 782392)
The Lodge continues to thrive and remains one of the most successful in Warwickshire whilst
maintaining its exclusivity to Old Boys, Parents, Governors and members of Staff of the School.
W.Bro. Simon Westwood, Master 97/98 enjoyed a particularly busy year with a number of ceremonies
and this trend is likely to continue. Various substantial donations were made both to masonic and
non-masonic charity, including a donation towards the personal expenses of two boys from the
School attending the World Scout Jamboree in Chile. A special meeting was held in July, following
the lamentable death of our Master Elect, Bro. David Evans, at the Clubhouse where our Ladies joined
us at our Festive Board.
W.Bro. Richard Jerrom was promoted at the meeting of the Warwickshire Provincial Grand Lodge to
the past rank of Provincial Junior Grand Deacon and W.Bro. Neil Hobday similarly as Past Provincial
Junior Grand Warden.
Applications for membership would always be most welcome from both non-masons and those
qualified who wish to join us. The Lodge meets at the Old Silhillians Memorial Clubhouse on the
second Monday in October, November, February and March.

SNENSTONIAN CAAPTER
Principals: E.Comp. David Carr-Smith, E.Comp. Simon Westwood, E. Comp. Joe Bates
Secretary: E.Comp. Michael Morris (01564 775457)
The Shenstonian Royal Arch Chapter, consecrated in March 1995, has nearly doubled in size in just
three years. Upholding the same traditions as the Lodge, in restricting membership to those with a
direct link to our School, the Chapter meets in September, January and April at the Old Silhillians
Clubhouse. At the Installation Meeting in January 1998 the three founding Principals were gratified
to see the three chairs now occupied by members who had achieved their promotion from within the
Chapter itself. Members of the Chapter attended the consecration of the Denstone School Chapter at
Uttoxeter and were delighted to note that one of the Staffordshire Provincial Officers was also an Old
Silhillian — E.Comp. John Winter.
E.Comp. Howard Westwood was promoted at the Provincial Grand Chapter meeting in June to Past
Provincial Grand Registrar and E.Comp. John Corbett as a Provincial Grand Steward.
Applications from Master Masons to join the Chapter would be very welcome.

CRICKET CLUE REPO
CRICKET OFFICERS — 1998
President:

J.M.R. Clarkson

(H) (0121) 783 5642

Chairman:

P. Levenger

(H) (0121) 705 3778

Secretary:

Christir.e Smith

(H) (0121) 246 1988

Treasurer:

John Taylor

(H) (01564) 777764

Captain 1st XI:

Nick Keyte

(H) (0121) 705 7697

CRICKET CLUB REPORT — 1998
Not really a memorable season except for the poor weather experienced at the weekends. Having
been promoted last year this was always going to be a difficult season in a higher division the more
so because of the departure of five players and the non-availability of others from last year's
successful team.
The section was fortunate in that Nick Keyte took over the reins in the 1st XI and gradually welded
the team into some sort of shape. The early part of the season justified our worst fears and the club
was in the relegation zone. In the event the Club managed to finish out of the two bottom relegation
places by just 2 points but it was a close run thing.
With the bat M. Ahmed in only seven innings amassed 319 runs at an average of 53.16 with a top
score of 101 n.o. and the professional Ernie Ramsay scored 411 runs at an average of 34.25 with a
top score of 109. The top bowling honours also went to E. Ramsay with a tally of 39 wickets at an
average of 16.46 with a best return of 9 for 42.
The second XI had a variable season. The best performers with the bat were Rashid (15 years of
age) with 394 runs at an average of 49.2 and veteran Steve Taylor with 284 runs (including three 50s)
at 25.8.
With the ball Rashid again performed well taking 27 wickets at 19.44.
The third XI under Barry Coleman had another successful season finishing third in their league. R.
Nutt achieved a season batting average of 99.25 with a top score of 125 not out. P. Riddington
accumulated 43 wickets reaching a bowling average of 13.395. On Sundays the first Xl suffered from
poor availability. As the season progressed matters improved. With the bat D. Clarkson did score a
century and averaged 33.3 but the bowling really lacked consistency and penetration. The Sunday
second Xl under the leadership of Stuart Mills did have a successful season and were well placed in
the league.
Off the field Graham Mapp prepared wickets to the usual high standard. There continue to be some
problems over teas and the conditions of the league determines when tea must be available and taken
— perhaps future developments will ease this problem.

SI LS' SPORT

SILS' SPORT

NOCK Y REPORT
HOCKEY OFFICERS — 1998
President:

Keith Percival

Chairman:

Malcolm Lawrie

(0121) 705 2816

Secretary:

Paul Griffin

(0121) 682 7630

Treasurer:

Mick Lane

(0121) 357 8525

Club Captain:

Jon Cloke

(01564) 784505

Ladies' Contact:

Fran Taft
Lee Castle
Stella Forsdike

(01527) 836857
(0121) 354 9835
(0121) 354 9835

The Mixed Hockey Festival held on the August Bank Holiday was also a resounding success with
some 25 teams attending from around the country. This event does not only help support the Hockey
Section, a staggering sum of money was taken over the bar and in the kitchen during the Festival.
Thanks must go to Cath Smith, Emily Rawsthorne, Jeremy Darlington and the rest of their crew for
all of the effort they put in to making it such an enjoyable weekend.
Mens Training takes place at the School synthetic surface (please use the Field of Mars car park
opposite Safeways) at 7.30 p.m. every Wednesday. Ladies training takes place at Woodrush School
every Wednesday at 7.30 p.m. Players from all teams are welcome and encouraged to attend.
New members are always welcome (especially goal-keepers)) and anyone interested should
contact any of the Officers listed above or just make yourself known at training nights.

SVADMIONG MUD REPORT
SWIMMING CLUB OFFICERS — 1998
President:

G.C. Westwood

Wythall (01564) 822014

HOCKEY CLUB REPORT — 1998

Treasurer:

P.J. Court

Knowle (01564) 775322 (H)

Last year's report in The Silhillian suggested that "promotion was by no means an unrealistic target".
How right that turned out to be. The 1st Xl had a great season achieving promotion to the West
Midlands Premier League. With the exception of a couple of suspensions the Skipper, Jon Cloke, was
able to put out a fairly unchanged squad throughout the year. The loss of Simon Harrison with a
broken collar bone early in the League campaign caused great concern about our goal scoring ability.
Fortunately that was unfounded and we were able to record a couple of high margin victories without
the Harrison strike-power, although he did make a welcome, if goal-less, return towards the tail end
of the season.
All the squad are to be congratulated. The 1999 season is going to be tough. The teams in the
higher Division will provide strong opposition and a year of consolidation may be the most
appropriate course of action.
The Mens 2nd Xl made a good start to the season, then faded but ended well to secure middle of
the table safety by the end of the league season. Similarly the 3rd Xl also retained their league status.
There is a great deal of pressure now to in the 4th Xl league. Although some players may be against
doing so it is becoming increasingly more difficult to arrange fixtures with most other clubs entering
the 4th Xl League. Richard Fell must be singled out for our gratitude in his willingness to don the
goal-keepers pads at a time when the Club is very short in that position.
The 97/98 season for the Ladies section was one of consolidation. Whereas in the previous season
we had two teams struggling to remain in their respective divisions, last season saw all three teams
comfortably placed in their leagues. We are delighted that the merger with Pickwick enables us to
field 4 teams in 98/99 and we have a slot in the Midlands A League.
Mini-Hockey still continues to flourish under the guidance of John Snellus and John Harrison. The
Hockey Section is particularly pleased to have the use of the new synthetic grass surface at the School
for both Saturday matches and for mini-hockey. This will further engender the close links between
Club and School that have been fostered over the years.
The Annual Dinner held in April was a great success with some 70 members attending. Our guest
speaker was Steve Laslett of Kings Heath Hockey Club and father of the 1998 School Hockey Captain,
Jason. The Club Awards followed with the 1st Xl receiving the President's Shield for the most
successful side and Jon Cloke being awarded the Cutler Award for his major contribution to the Club.
Ben Aitcheson was awarded the Joe Wood Trophy for the most improved player after an extremely
good and consistent performance for the 1st Xl. 2nd Xl player Alistair Gummow received the trophy
for the youngster who has contributed the most to the club.

Secretary:

H. Pratt

Knowle (01564) 775518 (H)
(01676) 32141 (B)

SWIMMING CLUB REPORT — 1998
THE END OF AN ERA
It is with great sadness this year that I have to report the end of an era with the closure of the O.S.A.
Swimming Club. We have been suffering from declining numbers over the past years, this has been
caused largely by the numerous other leisure facilities which have become easily available since the
club started. Towards the end of the Summer Term the Committee met to consider the position and
decided with reluctance, due to falling numbers, increasing problems of meeting safety and
supervision requirements at the Pool that the Club was no longer viable and the Committee should
recommend to the members that the Swimming Club be closed.
An Extraordinary General Meeting of the O.S.A. Swimming Club was held on 3rd September 1998
when the proposal that the Swimming Club should cease to exist was put before the members. After
much discussion the membership present reluctantly unanimously approved the proposal. The only
other matter to be decided at the meeting was the disposal of remaining funds In the past we have
supported the Solihull Seals, which is a charity dedicated to helping disabled swimmers at Tudor
Grange and it was unanimously agreed that this money should be donated to them.
Thus ends an era of some 35 years which started with a general meeting at Dingle Lane at which
over 200 keen swimmers attended, but membership, which including several Presidents and other
prominent members of the 0.S.A., never approached this.
For the last time our thanks to the Headmaster and School for the use of the pool for very many
years. My thanks to our long serving Officers and Committee and all the other helpers and members.
We have enjoyed dour swimming and 'Apres Swim' when several members met at the Clubhouse
on Wednesday evenings. I hope this tradition and the friendships made continue and our members
will be able to continue swimming.
GLENN WESTWOOD
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RIFLE AND NSTOL CLUL3 REPORT 18S8
RIFLE AND PISTOL CLUB OFFICERS — 1998
President:

John Young

(01564) 777798

Chairman:

Mike Blake

(0121) 711 1131

Treasurer:

Martin Clay

(0121) 707 6709

Secretary:

David Neal

(0121) 744 8751

Club Captain:

Peter Upton

(01564) 200412

RIFLE CLUB REPORT — 1997/8
At the time of going to press the Old Silhillians 'A' team lead Division One of the Warwickshire
Summer League after 8 rounds with two to shoot. In fact we are 4 points ahead of David Charles "A"
who shoot on the same range, so one way or another the Championship could be heading to the
Warwick Road Range.
The team consisting of Mike Blake, Les Blake, Mike Doble and John Williamson has won 6 matches,
tied 1 and lost 1. After achieving a creditable 3rd place in Division One of the Midland Winter League
behind leading clubs Bedford and Stanton there are encouraging signs of a revival in fortunes for the
Old SiIs, also we were delighted by the only "maximum possible" score of 100 of the season being
shot by Matthew Wilkinson.
The Club Captain until the AGM in March 1998 was Martin Clay to whom we must all thank for
sterling efforts to ensure that all the club competition targets were shot, witnessed and sent off on
time. Such was Martin's dedication to this task that he failed to make time available to come up with
a reasonable excuse as to why he should not became Club Treasurer on the "retirement" of John
Young. Hence after some 26 years John was finally able to find a victim with an insufficiently prepared
rebuttal and Martin took delivery of some six sacks of accounts and records. To date the subscriptions
have not gone up but with an Accountant in charge, members are strongly advised to pay their
subscriptions early!
We welcome Stuart Ambridge as our new League Organizer and with the results to date in the
Warwickshire League look forward to his stewardship. Anyone who does not shoot match cards on
time or forgets to sign or get their card witnessed had better be aware that Stuart is a Dental Surgeon
during normal hours, but he is fully prepared to extend working hours and hold practice sessions in
the range. I understand he has asked the Treasurer to supply a pair of pliers under some pretence
that the electrical wiring needed attention. Stuart is now shooting in the 'A' team for the Winter League
after a highly creditable season in the 'B' team.
The B team did not fare so well in the Midland Winter League finishing in sixth place. I suppose
I'd better own up and report that their are only six teams in the division, we just don't like losing!
The C team featured little better in the Winter Season finishing fourth.
In the current Summer League the 'B' team of Stuart Ambridge, Martin Clay, David Neal and Peter
Upton are placed 3rd and whilst we could catch up on points we are behind on aggregate. The 'C'
team is waiving the flag and is currently occupying top spot in Division 5 of the Warwickshire Summer
League on equal 12 pts with Exhall and Hall Green. Well done to Dan Holland, Romayne lnstone,
Graham Rose and Jennifer Wall.
In the National League we found the competition against major shooting clubs such as Andover
'A' (1st), City of Truro 'A' (2nd), Ham & Petersham all with international competitors somewhat
daunting. We finished 6th behind our friends at David Charles. Possibles from Peter Upton and John
Williamson lifted spirits and we have entered for the League again this year.
So our League shooting has been disappointing regarding National and Midland events but we do
have something to celebrate in Warwickshire competitions.
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In addition to League shooting we also took part in the British Teams of Four competition losing
to the previous winners Bon Accord in Round 2. In the Teams of Six competition again we
succumbed in the second round this time to Exeter 1158/1151 after a creditable win against Harrow
in the first round.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Doble Shield
Taylor Trophy
Wilkinson Salver
Adrian Hughes Shield
Dyne Plaque
Billing Salver
Highway Cup
Young Cup
Young Cup
Davis Cup
Doble Cup
Wheatley Shield
Periam Tankard
Dyne Tankards

Club Championship
Most improved shot
Under 25
Under 21
Solihull School Pupil
Old Silhillians
Vice Presidents
Open/Deliberate
Open/Handicap
Handicap
Summer League Leading Average
Pentathlon event
50 meters/100 yards
Father & Son

Les Blake
Dan Holland
Adam Ormrod
Tim Blake
No entry!
Michael Doble
Les Blake
Les Blake
Jennifer Wall
Graham Rose
John Williamson
Les Blake
Michael Doble
Peter Upton
Antony Upton

This year there is no report on our Pistol Section. Having been curtailed by legislation the Club
ceased this sporting activity and all our weapons have been handed in to the police. The appropriate
compensation has been used to purchase .22 Rifle Carbines and the former Pistol group continue to
meet on a Wednesday evening at 8 p.m. You are welcome to pop in and find out about this new sport
but of course you will have to have the safety drill first before being allowed on the Range.
Our numbers have shrunk over recent years and new members to both Rifle and Carbine shooting
are most welcome. Indeed we would welcome the return of "old friends" so if work is less hectic, the
family is now grown up or your shooters elbow has recovered please look us up again.
Junior members are invited to shoot for the Under 21 and 18 competitions, and members at Solihull
School we would like to see your name engraved on the Dyne Plaque!! It is now some ten years plus
that this club won British Junior Championships in both individual and team events. You may be able
to help us regain these coveted championships.
Please contact one of the Club Officials listed on page 64 to find out more about our activities or
visit the Range (before you go to the Bar!). Our shooting times are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sunday 10 a.m.-12.30 p.m.
Tuesday 8 p.m.-10pm
Wednesday 8 p.m.-10 p.m. (Rifle Carbines)
Practice Sessions as required — (and boy do we require them)
Shoulder to Should Matches — as announced in the range
Club Competitions run throughout the year
Club members also support 50 meters/100 yard Open Shoots at City of Birmingham, Appleton
(Cheshire), Bromyard (Worcestershire), Sywell (Northamptonshire), IMI Witton (Warwickshire),
Scotland and Bisley.

+ STOP PRESS, The 'A' team have won Round 9 and now on 15pts cannot be beaten. Division
One 1998 Warwickshire Champs.
Peter Upton
5 Garden Close, Knowle, Solihull, West Midlands B93 9QF.
Home: (01564) 200412 Office: (0121) 441 2345
14 September 1998
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Congratulations go to the club's top point scorer Ian Write, over 200 and leading try scorers Ian
Hains with 19 and Paul Short 17. We have showed some signs of playing good hard rugby at times,
but not consistently and certainly the club and team spirit has been rising, this being emphasized by
an excellent tour to Amsterdam arranged by Nick Savage.
My thanks go to the other captains this season, the regular band of people who have trained all
season and made the time worthwhile. Phil Green for running touch, the excellent playing pitches,
and of course, all the players.

RUSI3Y REPon 1SSE3
OFFICERS
President:

Phil Green

(01564) 777994

Secretary:

Graham Loader

(01902) 338474

Treasurer:

Steve Marks

(01676) 532722

Captain:

Andy Durrant

(0121) 608 3626

1st XV
2nd XV
3rd XV
4th XV
Club

Played
35
31
31
8
105

Lost
20
15
10
8
53

Won
14
16
20
0
50

Drawn
1
0
1
0
2

Points
for
725
661
1,004
87
2,477

Regards,
Andy Durrant
1st XV Captain

Points
against
757
689
505
258
2,209

SQUASN CLUE REPOR'T 119S8
SQUASH CLUB OFFICERS — 1998
President:

R.J. Standley

Chairman:

R.D. Taylor

(Knowle) 775883 (H)

Secretary:

H.E. Blow

(0121) 705 4756 (H)

Treasurer:

J.S. Parrott

(0121) 705 5863 (H)

Captain:

P. Davies

(Knowle) 773814 (H)

(Knowle) 772886 (H)

RUGBY REPORT — 1997/8
4th XV
Appearing eight times this season, the team did not manage to record a victory. This was despite the hard
work of Chris Buck. A couple of factors affected the running of the team. The new substitution law takes
many players away from the lower teams, and eight internationals meant that no continuity was kept.
3rd XV
By far the most successful team in the club, under the leadership of Graham Loader. A special mention
should go to the eight or nine over 40s who have shown great commitment to the team. The success
was built on team spirit, which was an example to the rest of the club and they reached their target
of 1,000 points in the last game of the season. Graham Loader was again top scorer but a note about
Ian Cudlip who scored 29 tries and was likely to break the club record before badly breaking his leg.
One of their highlights must have been beating Solihull at Christmas!
2nd XV
The second team came through a troubled season with a winning record after recording a 60-10 win
on the last Saturday of the season. The skipper, Ian Tudor, broke his ankle early in the season. Several
people stepped in to keep the team running and Rupert Yang put a lot of effort in keeping the team
going in the second half of the season. Stuart Knight was top try scorer, closely followed by Richard
Osborne.
1st XV
The playing record fairly reflects the tough season the 1st XV experienced. Pre-season was
enthusiastic with over 50 regularly turning out for training. This reflected the start to the season with
6 wins out of the first 10 games which put us joint top of the league at this time. The four consecutive
international matches saw a turn in fortunes with four defeats. Losing that winning habit was
emphasized by us winning only one further match before Christmas.
The new year saw us winning four out of the next five games, three being in the league, however,
it was another eight games before we won again!
In the league we finished a disappointing 8th out of 17 with a record of W:7 D:1 L:8. The bad habit
of loosing against lower teams was again evident with games lost in the last minute against Shipston
and Rugby Welsh.
We did record our highest over league win against GEC St Leonards 87-10 and another good win

SQUASH CLUB REPORT 1997/98
The squash club remains in a fairly strong position in spite of the relative decline of squash as a
national sport.
We have maintained the membership levels from the previous year and our finances remain in a
satisfactory position.
The courts have been kept in good condition and this year significant expenditure is planned for
the redecoration of the changing rooms and the court lobby and viewing areas.
We have continued to run two teams in the Warwickshire Squash Leagues.
The first team (A. Adair, R. Taylor, M. Mabon, J. Parrott, P. Francis, P. Davies) had a similar season
to the previous year and finished in seventh place out of a total in the league of ten.
The second team (P. Castel!, P. Guest, P. Wash, R. Mills, A. Batchelor) also enjoyed a successful
season.
Results for the 1997/1998 were as below:
Team
First Team
Second Team

Division
WL3
WL5

Played
16
16

Won
7
7

Lost
9
9

Against
198
183

Points
152
161

In this years internal tournaments Arthur Adair once again beat Roger Taylor in the final whilst
John Parrott defeated Arthur in the final on the handicap tournament.
Congratulations to both winners.
Finally, we are always on the look out for new members and anyone interested in joining the
squash section should contact the membership secretary, Alan Batchelor on (0121) 430 6959.

was 48-5 away to Pinley.
Other good wins and high points were first wins against Warley and Five Ways for several years
and the come back to beat Alcester with Ian White converting Paul Shorts try in the last minute to

Roger Taylor
Chairman
September 1998

win the game.
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For
147
161
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After 35 years they have won the Trophy

REpowr 19S8
GOLF OFFICERS 1998

President:

Roy Letts

(01789) 299601

Captain:

David Powell

(0121) 354 1936

Vice-Captain:

John Woolman

(01564) 772082

Secretary/Treasurer:

Bob Young

(01564) 772556

B Team Captain:

Peter Strickland

(01564) 770777

Match Secretary:

Mike Wiseman

(01564) 783818

GOLF REPORT 1998
The year started for the Golfing Society, with the Annual Dinner in February. Although this is out of
season, it has proved a very popular event for members and guests alike. It is by tradition held at
Olton Golf Club and is often marked by the high standard of some of the speeches. This year was no
exception. The Captain Graham Creed excelled himself, managing to remain upright throughout,
whilst treating us to some choice anecdotes, and some even choicer stories. The last speaker was
Judge James Hunt, whose effortless delivery upheld the very highest standards of public speaking
set by the legal profession.
The season proper commenced on April 28th, with the Presidents versus the Captains event which
was followed by the AGM. The society is in good heart, with a healthy membership of around 130 which
if anything is growing in numbers. We have satisfactory attendance at our various events, although
support is not as strong for some of these as it might be, despite the higher membership numbers.
Grafton Morrish Qualifying Round
This is always held at Olton Golf Club early in May, and this year was won by Solihull with a very
creditable 90 Stableford points for the three matches. We go forward to the finals in October with
only one change to this side and with every hope of a successful run. Our team had to change, as
Louis Meryon, who was in the original side, has turned professional, and as a result is not eligible.
We wish him well with his career, and will watch his future progress with interest.
Our 'B' Team Captain Peter Strickland achieved a nice balance of results; Won: 2 Lost: 2 Drawn: 1.
He won back the coveted "Golden Rat" trophy, played for every year against Old Veseyans. This
originated through a conversation between Ian GOLD and (OS) and John RATIedge (OV), when
discussing the name of a possible trophy; clever stuff.
We had three 'A' Team matches, all of them this year at Olton Golf Club. We beat Copt Heath on
June 19th and Robin Hood on August 7th; two good wins. We then played Olton on August 29th in
a twelve pair match for the Brian Urry Memorial Trophy. For the second running this match was
halved, which is remarkable.
A few of us enjoyed three days away at the Belmont Golf and Country club in Hereford. This was
our second year to the same venue. Wonderful setting, by the River Wye, but although those who
attended had a good time, support was poor.
Captain's Day Out was at Edgbaston Golf Club on September 18th. Forty members and guests were
well looked after by this old and venerable club, whose situation belies its charm and seclusion; two
miles from the centre of Birmingham.
The winners of our various competitions were:
December Vase (1997)
Wiseman Foursomes
OSA Challenge Cup
Charles Hill Salver
Seniors Salver

Nic Heath
David Fleet and Julian Hare
Damian Kelly
Ben Harrison
Roy Letts

Congratulations to all those winner, three of whom are from amongst our younger members. My
thanks to the Officers of the Society for their support, and particularly to our President Roy Letts who
has helped me, and has always been available for advice. My successor is John Woo!man, who needs
no introduction. I wish him an enjoyable and successful year when his turn come in 1999.
David Powell
Captain

The Grafton Morrish Trophy was first presented by Peter Grafton and Peter Morrish in 1963, when
Public Schools all over the country found the Halford Hewett Golf Competition for Public Schools was
fully subscribed and many schools were unable to compete. Solihull under the leadership of Jack
Urry were founder members of the new competition, and had, to date reached the finals three times
but never won. This time things were different, and a very nerve racking experience it proved to be.
Our first match against
Greshams on the Friday was won
2-1, ensuring our continuance in
the competition on the Saturday
morning when Wellington were
our opponents, and worthy ones
they proved to be. We changed
the order for this match putting
"the youngsters" Ben Harrison
and Richard Turner out first and
this was to be the format for the
rest of the campaign. They won
handsomely having lost the
previous day and although David
Fleet and Steve Hamilton lost;
unusual for them, Jeremy
Stubbings and Robert Tickell won,
Back: Ben Harrison, Steve Hamilton, Jeremy Stubbings, Rob Tickell so we were in the last eight and
set to play KCS Wimbledon in the
Front: David Fleet, Dave Powell (Capt), Richard Turner
afternoon.
"The youngsters" lost a gritty match, but Fleet and Hamilton struck back winning easily and
Stubbings and Tickell won their match on the seventeenth, for another 2-1 result. This was particularly
satisfying as we had played KCS three times before and had never won. Semi Final!!
Repton were our next opponents; Sunday morning dawned to a gloomy rainswept prospect, but
the Solihull camp were as ever cheerful and very determined; Repton were equally so, but it has to
be said, a pleasant bunch of chaps. Fleet and Hamilton showing their class won easily, but the other
two matches were tough to say the least. In the front Harrison and Turner, were ahead and then
behind, but by the eighteenth were all square, and on the green for two; Repton had to chip on for
three so the situation looked very promising; Repton chipped to twenty feet and holed the putt,
fortunately our men also made their par for a meritorious half with the last pair to come up the
eighteenth also all square. The
tension to say the least was
building up. If we could get a
half we would win, but if we lost
it, then "the youngsters" would
be in a sudden death play off,
which whilst it might be
exciting was not good for the
nerves. We halved with a five in
the end but it was nip and tuck
and depended on Stubbings
making a three foot putt, with
the last stroke of the match. The
cheer that went up was one of
relief as well as celebration.
So it was that we came to
meet the mighty George Heriots
side in the final. They had won
David Powell (Capt) receives the Trophy from Peter Morrish
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it twice and been in two other finals in six years, and as each of their
pairings came in turn to the first tee, they looked as if they would take
no prisoners. It was a good match but not I thought the best. Harrison
and Turner acquitted themselves very well after a shaky start, against
a formidably experienced couple. We lost that one, but Fleet and
Hamilton won easily again, and so it was the last match which would
decide the outcome. Things were fairly even, until the tenth, but
coming off the fourteenth we were three up, and on the fifteenth there
was the most extraordinary happening. Heriots were pin high but off
the green on the right for two; we chipped twelve feet past for three.
David Campbell for Heriots putted up what the locals call "the valley
of sin" failed to get up the ridge and ended up on the apron of the
green as far away as before. The other Scotsman made a weak attempt
to get up and failed; they eventually got a six to our five and Solihull
had won the Grafton Morrish.
So whatever happens, Solihull School will be on the Trophy for

Roy Letts - President
supplied the champagne

ever.
David Powell
Captain
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kaKNOWLEEDG EN1 ENTS
We acknowledge with thanks the
and organisations:

support and interest of the following firms

AQUARIUS MUSIC ENTERPRISES

BIGWOOD CHARTERED SURVEYORS

Mobile Discos - Karaoke - Video -

Bigwood House, 43a Calthorpe Road,
Birmingham B15 1TS.
Tel: (0121) 456 2000 and at Stratford-uponAvon and Henley-in-Arden.
Chartered Surveyors, Estate Agents, Valuers,

Corporate Entertainment - Group Travel.
Tel + Fax: (0121) 747 8305.
Contact: Marilyn A. Smith.

A

-

Industrial and Rating Consultants, Property
Managers.

P SPRINGS LTD.

Reddings Lane, Tyseley, Birmingham B11 3 HA.

Contact: Derek H. Hackett, B.Sc. (Est Man),
FRICS, FSVA.

Tel (0121) 706 2236.
Spring and Spring Clip Manufacturers.
Contact: P. D. Taylor, N. D. Taylor.

BIRMINGHAM SAFE DEPOSIT LTD.
Westbourne Manor, Westbourne Road,
Edgbaston, Birmingham B15 3TR.
Tel: 101211 456 2627. Fax: (0121) 454 6672.

RICHARD ADAMS FRICS
23 Warwick Road, Coventry CV1 1EY.
Tel: (01203) 251737.
Specialist in House Surveys

-

Safe Deposit. Data and Confidential Storage.
Contact: Peter A. Thomas.

Warwickshire.

Contact: R. J. Adams.

CARSTINS LIMITED
324 Station Road, BalsaII Common,
Coventry CV7 7ER.
Tel: (01676) 533145.

AP()LLO MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS LTD.
Cro ft House, Station Road, Solihull,
We st Midlands.

Subaru and lsuzu Main Dealers. Fiat Specialists.
Contact: Martin Clarke.

Tel: (01564) 770400.
Pac kaged and bespoke software solutions and
sup, port, specialising in the Manufacturing,

CEMORC LIMITED

Dis tribution and Finance Sectors.

39 Clarendon Street, Cambridge CB1 1JX.
Tel: (01223) 643236.
Contact: John Butterfield.

CorItact: Tim Platt.

BARNETT & CO.

Old Silhillian 'A' Team against Olton in the Brian Urry Memorial Cup

Grenville Buildings, 12 Cherry Street,

COLEY & TILLEY

Birmingham B2 5ARE.

Neville House, 14 Waterloo Street,
Birmingham B2 5UF.

Tel: (0121) 643 0551/1820. Fax: (0121) 616 1466.
Solicitors & Commissioners for Oaths.

Tel: (0121) 643 5531. Fax: (0121) 643 5711.
Solicitors.
Contact: Geoff Wood.

Contact: Peter Barnett.

0 S A MERCHANDISE
OSA TIES
BOW TIES
75th ANNIVERSARY TIES
CUFFLINKS
BLAZER BADGES

03.00
E11.00
£10.00
E13.00
E10.50

Available from Club Manager
DAVID GREEN
OS Clubhouse, Warwick Road
Copt Heath, Solihull
(01564) 777680

BABY BOTTLES WHOLESALE LTD.
Croydon Road, Exhall, Coventry CV7 9MH.

DTZ DEBENHAM THORPE
10 Co!more Row, Birmingham B3 2QD.

Tel: (01203) 361518. Fax: (01203) 364718.
Quality soft drinks, kegs, beers and wine
Contact: Keith Harding, Area Manager.

Tel: (0121) 200 2050. Fax: (0121) 200 3022.
International Property Advisers.
Contact: Barry Allen.

BERT BUCKNALL (INSURANCE) LIMITED

FRANCIS GRAVES LIMITED

5 Newtown Buildings, Newtown Road,

14 The Square, Broad Street,
Birmingham B15 lAS.

wholesaler.

Bedworth, Warwickshire CV12 8QA.
Tel: (01203) 312242 and 312596.

Tel: (0121) 603 9000. Fax: (0121) 643 9190.
Chartered Quantity Surveyors.
Contact: Richard J. C. Graves.

Insurance Brokers.
Contact: R. J. Harrison.
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GRESWOLDE CONSTRUCTION LTD.

JERROM ASSOCIATES

Greswolde House, 197a Station Road, Knowle,
Solihull, West Midlands B93 OPU.
Tel: (01564) 776271. Fax: (01564) 770114.
New Build and Refurbishment.
Contact: Malcolm J. Priest.

Westminster House, 188/190 Stratford Road,
Shirley, Solihull, West Midlands B90 3AQ.
Tel: (0121) 754 4131. Fax: (0121) 733 1637.
Chartered Certified Accountants and
Registered Auditors
Contact: Richard Jerrom.

GRIMLEY

D. G. LEWIS ESTATES

ALBERT E SHARP

Stowe House, 1688 Warwick Road, Knowle.
Contact: David Lewis

Temple Court, 35 Bull Street,
Birmingham B4 6ES.

MAXPOWER

Tel: 101211 200 2244 Fax: (0121) 683 7300.
Independent Stockbrokers & Personal
Financial Advisers.

Radway Road, Shirley, Solihul).
Tel: (0121) 705 4914. Fax: (0121) 711 1306

Contact: Michael Cusack or Paul Cusack.

Tube manipulator for plastic & metal products.
Contact: Roy Harris

JOHN SHEPHERD

MARSON RATHBONE TAYLOR ARCHITECTS

2360 Stratford Road, Hockley Heath.
Tel: (01564) 783866 and

JOHNSON & GAUNT SOLICITORS

2 St Philip's Place, Birmingham B3 2QQ.
Tel: (0121) 236 8236. Fax: (0121) 233 4455.
International Property Advisers.
Contact: Robert A. Barnett.

47 North Bar, Banbury, Oxon 0X16 OTJ.
Tel: (01295) 256271/271200.
Fax: (01295) 266451.
A full range of legal services.
Contact: Tim Elkins.

HARRIS CLAIMS GROUP PLC.
Sterling House, 101 Browning Street,
Birmingham B16 8EA.
Tel: (0121) 455 8900 Fax: (0121) 454 4534

JONES & PALMER LTD.

Contact: Steve D. Aliso.

95 Carver Street, Birmingharn B1 3AR.
Tel: (0121) 236 9007. Fax: (0121) 236 5513.

HARRISON & SMITH LTD.

ISDN (0121) 200 8380
E-mail: info@Jones&Palmerco.uk.
Colour Printers of annual reports, magazines,
catalogues, programmes, etc.
Contact: James Houston.

44 Friar Street, Worcester WR1 2NA.
Tel: (01905) 22532/24978.
Insurance Brokers.
Contact: R. J. Harrison.

JUEL BUSINESS SERVICES LTD.
462 Station Road, Dorridge, Solihull.B93 8MB
Tel: (01564) 772934. Fax: (01564) 770461.
Everything for the office.
Contact: Neil Jones.

HAUNCH LANE DEVELOPMENTS LTD.
7 Stratford Road, Shirley, Solihull B90 3LU.
Tel: 101211 745 4117.
Property Developers.
Contact: Mike Wiseman, Jack Wiseman.

124 Station Road, Knowle. Tel: (01564) 771186.
21 Greenhill Street, Stratford-upon-Avon

The Old Granary, Windsor Court, Greenhill
Street, Stratford-upon-Avon, CV37 6GG.
Tel: (01789) 292383

Tel: (01789) 292 659.

Wide range of projects including residential,

lndpendent Chartered Surveyors, Auctioneers
and Estate Agents.

commercial and education buildings.
Contact: David Taylor.

Contact: John Shepherd, FRICS
or Mike Cutler, FRICS or

N.E.C. HOMES LIMITED

Rupert Southall ARICS.

8 Hockley Court, 2401 Stratford Road,
Hockley Heath, B94 6NW.

F.H. SIMS & SONS LTD.

Property Developers, Building and Planning
Consultants.

Birmingham Road, Stratford-upon-Avon.
Tel: (01789) 205671. Fax: (01789) 299006

Contact: S.P. Gilmore, H.J.C. Taylor.

Suppliers of Lawn Tractors, Mowers, and
Garden Machinery.

PETER'S BAR SUPPLIES

Contact: Barry Sims or Brian Sims.

8 Heyford Grove, Hil[field, Solihull,
West Midlands B91 3XX.
Tel: (0121) 705 0983

STANDLEY & CO
1612 High Street, Knowle, Solihull.
Tel: (01564) 776287

Comprehensive range of Bar Supplies.
Contact: Peter Jones.

Solicitors and Notaries.
Contact: Bob Standley.

HILLIER PARKER.
Cavendish House, 39 Waterloo Street,
Birmingham B2 5PP.
Tel: (0121) 609 7666 Fax: (0121) 609 0121
International Property Consultants
Contact: John Batsford FRICS.
Contact: Rupert Young ARICS.

JOHN HOLLINGSWORTH & SON LTD.

KENTS UK LTD.

P.R.B. HOLDINGS LTD

54 Poplar Road, Solihull.
Tel: (0121) 705 8448. Fax: (0121) 709 0376 or

Whitehouse Street, Aston, Birmingham B6 4AN
Tel: (0121) 359 0153.

F. W. THORPE PLC

Tel: (0121) 709 0370.
Ladies' and Men's Hairdressers.

Contact: Roger Brown or Peter Brown.

Lighting; Mackwell Electronics)

PROCESS SERVICES LTD

Merse Road, North Moons Moat, Redditch,
Worcs., B98 9HH.

(Thorlux Lighting; Compact Lighting; Axis

Tel: (01527) 584058. Fax: (01527) 584177

KINGSWOOD SCHOOL

Unit 3, Leeside Industrial Estate, Garman Road,
London N17 OQH.

St James Place, Shirley, Solihull,

Tel: (0181) 801 9099.

Display, Architectural, Low Energy and

West Midlands B90 2BA.
Tel: (0121) 744 7883.
Independent Day School for Boys and Girls.

Specialists in metal finishings for Defence,

Emergency Lighting and Energy Conserving
Systems.

Manufacturers of Industrial, Commercial,

Aerospace and Professional Electronics industries.
Contact: Peter Vivian

Contact: Ian or Andrew Thorpe.

Contact: P. Callaghan.

St John's Court, 70 St John's Close, Knowle,
Solihull, West Midlands B93 ONN.
Tel: (01564) 779193.
Contact: John R. T. Withers.

RECAF EQUIPMENT LTD.

HOUGHTON VAUGHAN PLC
Legge Street, Birmingham B4 7EU.
Tel: (0121) 380 3001. Fax: (0121) 359 7781.
Speciality Oils and Chemicals.
Contact: B. P. Thomas.
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TRUSCOTT (STORAGE & PARTITIONING
SYSTEMS) LTD.

KNOWLE DECORATING & BUILDING
SUPPLIES LTD

Prescott Drive, Warndon Business Park,
Worcester WR4 9NE.

Warwick House, 16 Kenilworth Road, Knowle,
Solihull, West Midlands B93 OJA.
Tel: (01564) 773836. Fax: (01564) 773085
Chubb Lock Security Centre, Paints, Wallpaper,
Timber, Hardboard, Plywood, Chipboard, etc.

Tel: (01905) 456666. Fax: (01905) 754568.
Service: (01905) 454440.
Suppliers of all types of amusement and

Office Partitioning & Suspended Ceilings.

gaming equipment - pool tables and sound
systems for rental or purchase.

Stores Equipment & Racking.
Contact: Clive Truscott.

Contact: G.A. Bottomore.

Contact: Carol Shiner.

Please send for our latest catalogue.

Greets Green Industrial Estate, Greets Green
Road, West Bromwich, B70 9EU.
Tel: (0121) 520 2464. Fax: (0121) 520 4200
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WYCKHAM BLACKWELL GROUP OF
COMPANIES

TUDOR COURT HOTEL
Kineton Green Road, Olton Solihull, B92 7DX.

Old Station Road, Hampton-in-Arden,
Solihull, West Midlands B92 OHB.
Tel: (01675) 442233. Fax: (01675) 442227
Butplate fencing system. Trussed rafters,
Timber Engineering — Timber Importers and

Tel: 101211 706 3121.
Weddings, Conferences and Parties catered
for.
Contact: John Levenger.

David Green (Manager)

Gate Manufacturers.
Contact: W.D. Butler, R.M. Bouverat.

TREVADLOCK HALL PARK
Launceston, Cornwall PL15 7PW.

Searching for an ideal venue for your Company
or Family

Tel: (01566) 82392
Residential Park Homes.
Contact: Neil Hobday.

•

DAVID VAUGHAN INSURANCE BROKERS
Stowe House, 1688 High Street, Knowle,
Solihull, B93 OLY.
Tel: (01564) 771477.
General Insurance Brokers — Commercial

•
•
•

Motor and Personal Lines.
Contact: David Vaughan

THE WATERLOO DESIGN & PRINT PLC.

•
•

Waterloo House, Green Lane, Birmingham
B9 5BN.
Tel: (0121) 773 8198. Fax: (0121) 773 8199.
Computer Design & Creation, On Demand
Electronic Print, Presentation, Corporate
Literature & Stationery, Computer/Business

Business Meetings, Seminars
and Conferences
Lunches and Dinners
Private Parties
Wedding Receptions
— Children's Parties
Sports Fixtures
National Get Togethers

Look no further than the Old Silhillians, situated at the
heart of the Midlands motorway network adjacent to
Junction 5 on the M42 motorway.

Forms, Packaging.
Contact: Peter Wellings, M.D.

G. W. WEBB (PLASTICS) LTD.
Unit 5/6, Atast Trading Estate, Colebrook Road,
Greet Birmingham B11 2NT.
Tel: (0121) 772 5968. Fax: (0121) 773 7653.

Facilities include:

Contact: Andrew Webb.

•

WHITEHOUSE WOODALL REEVES

Main Clubroom and bar with capacity of 120 for formal dinners

• Smaller meeting room suitable for up to 30 people

Woolwich Chambers, 11058 Warwick Road,
Solihull B27.
Tel: (0121) 765 4870. Fax: (0121) 764 5221.
Insurance Brokers and Independent Financial

•

Full catering and bar facilities (including barbecue)

•

External areas suitable for marquee erection and outside displays
and exhibitions

Consultants.
Contact: Ian Whitehouse.

• Superbly maintained rugby, hockey and cricket pitches with full
changing room and shower facilities

WOOD GLAISTER PARTNERSHIP
Homer House, 8 Homer Road,
Solihull, West Midlands, B91 3QQ.
Tel: (0121) 705 8151. Fax: (0121) 704 0061

• Also squash, croquet, archery and pistol shooting

Solicitors.
Contact: Nick Atkinson.

•

Car parking for in excess of 400 cars
Interested? For full details contact DAVID GREEN (Club Manager)
on (01564) 777680 who will be pleased to discuss your
individual requirements.
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THE SCHOOL
really remember anything that I was taught in lessons during my first year, but I vividly recall listening
to the Test Match during Maths lessons with Mr Wilkes — a pastime which I enjoy to this day.
The end of year examinations found me out, and for the next Academic Year I was placed in IIIA3.
I climbed back into IIIA2 during the year and finally got back with the original grouping the following
year. This movement gave me the opportunity to know many members of staff and make many friends
— I was a very happy pupil. Staff who I can vividly recall from the time were Mr Hitchens, Mr
McKenzie, Mr McGowan — all Heads or acting Heads during my time at the school — Mr Tomlin, the
music staff headed by Mr Turnbull, with Mr Geddes. Mr Reed, Mr Flower, Miss Godsell, Mr
Whitehouse (bassoon); Mr Halstead, Mr Crawford, Miss Thompson, Mr Savage, Mr Berridge,
Reverend Hutchins, Mr Ellis, Mr Arculus, Mr King-Reynolds, Mr Paine (Head Groundsman), Mr Hunter,
Mr Archer, Mr Heap, Mr Anderson, Mr Rickman, Mr Rea and a whole host of ancillary staff — what
a super staff line-up. I know I have missed somebody out who taught Economics, and then became
careers adviser ... who can it be ... answer on a postcard please. (Mr Costard?)
My parents were very keen in two specific areas — Wagner and Villa! This family interest in music
and sport rubbed off on all the six Auster children (three of whom attended Solihull during the 60s
and 70s: Andrew, Stephen, Paul). At school the opportunities for sport and music were terrific — I
was very fortunate. Mr Turnbull made an everlasting impression on all the Auster boys, who at some
stage in their working life have all been Directors of Music in Senior State/Independent Schools. The
sports staff were also influential, and what a joy it was to be part of Denis Tomlin's 1st XV side —
who defeated Warwick School for the first time in nineteen years.
Two sports tours will forever live in the memory— a Rugby tour to Fowey and a Cricket tour to Holland.
I learnt two very important phrases whilst in Holland — yah bent une eyedoc maycher, and yah bent une
mooryer maycher.. .. these are phonetic spellings of two phrases which I found so helpful at the time.*
I am anxious that this article does not simply become a ramble. Let me conclude by saying that I
will forever be grateful to my parents for the sacrifices they made to enable me to attend such a fine
school. Entry to Durham and then Cambridge thereafter, to read Rugby and Music ... would not have
been possible without the encouragement and stimulation at Solihull, and support from home.
Since University days teaching posts in Gloucester, Brighton, Shrewsbury, Malvern, and now
Ipswich have kept me some distance from Villa Park, and the Warwick Road. I am conscious that my
involvement in the school as an Old Silhillian has been patchy to say the least — although I did play
a few times for the Ruby XV! I may not be able to rectify this problem, but if you have read the article
thus far, you will know that I am proud to be an Old Silhillian, and wish the school, and the Old
Silhillians Association, every success in the future.
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YEARS
ON
Organising Secretary:
Claude Coton
35 Whitefields Road
Solihull B91 3NX
Tel: (0121) 705 6698

1939 REUNION DINNER
We are intending to hold a '60 Years on' Reunion and Celebration Dinner
at a Solihull Venue on Friday, June 18 1999.
In the chair will be Lord John Butterfield (head boy 1939) assisted by
Sir Oliver Wright (deputy head boy 1939) but it is hoped pupils 5 years
approx. either side of 1939 will make an effort to attend. If you are
interested make a note of the date and send me your name, address,
HOUSE, year you left, and anyone of this era whose address you know.
The greatest problem is assembling a list of addresses, please be sure you
are on the mailing list, for this the last important dinner of the millennium.
REMEMBER the 70 years on Dinner will be much harder to attend.

THE SLAUGHTER YEARS 11973-83
The following extract is part of an article written by the Art Critic in the Evening Standard. The article
itself mainly concerns the artist, but it does refer to the sitter and gives a little background to the picture.
'It may seem odd to praise far the most conventional portrait in this year's crop, but it can be argued
that Antony Williams (who hit the nation's headlines a year or two ago with a portrait of the queen
endowed with a navvy's work-torn hands) is a young painter whom the prelate, politician and
panjandrum should seek if a portrait must be done. His sitter is Giles Slaughter, who rates an inch in
WHo's Who, there to be discovered as the headmaster of University College School in Hampstead —
interesting, for though the pose would fit any businessman or mayor, it is subtly adjusted to suggest
an inner contemplative quality, the cares of the world rounding the shoulders, a mind that is bent on
matters scholarly apparent in craggy features, the off-black suit far too unsmart for any man other than
one of donnish cast. All this is in my notes, made in front of the picture, knowing nothing of the sitter;
that Williams can with paint communicate so much suggests that we should keep an eye on him.

* You are a nice girl. You are a beautiful girl!

BACK TO SCHOOL FOR LUNCH 119S8
FOOD, GLORIOUS FOOD
This term we returned to a refurbished and
much changed Refectory. The choice at
lunchtime is quite overwhelming: salads,
sandwiches, vegetarian dishes. Balti dishes,
further main courses and a carvery which the
Headmaster (above) put to the test. There is
even a vast array of desserts and the choice of
cheese and biscuits. Lunch at school is now a
veritable cornucopia!

As past Headmaster,
Solihull School

Giles Slaughter as we
know him

Giles Slaughter, Antony
Williams's revealing study of
a Hampstead headmaster

Whilst I'm sure Giles was delighted to be painted by such an illustrious artist, as was the picture
commissioned by Solihull School, there is to me, an element of humour and sparkle missing in both
pictures. I appreciate the difference between a photo and a work of art is how the artist wishes to depict
his subject. Whilst we can't have a 'Laughing Cavalier', both pictures lack the warmth of features we
have become accustomed to. I can well imagine in 200 years time, pupils viewing their past
headmasters will say 'I bet HE was a Tartar'. Whilst I'm sure the portraits illustrate the dignity of his
position, the photo illustrates the nice side of his personality. I doubt if he ever thought when he took
up teaching he would be hung twice, and still be alive to tell the tale.

THE SCHOOL

THE SCHOOL
really remember anything that I was taught in lessons during my first year, but I vividly recall listening
to the Test Match during Maths lessons with Mr Wilkes — a pastime which I enjoy to this day.
The end of year examinations found me out, and for the next Academic Year I was placed in IIIA3.
I climbed back into II1A2 during the year and finally got back with the original grouping the following
year. This movement gave me the opportunity to know many members of staff and make many friends
— I was a very happy pupil. Staff who I can vividly recall from the time were Mr Hitchens, Mr
McKenzie, Mr McGowan — all Heads or acting Heads during my time at the school — Mr Tomlin, the
music staff headed by Mr Turnbull, with Mr Geddes. Mr Reed, Mr Flower, Miss Godsell, Mr
Whitehouse (bassoon); Mr Halstead, Mr Crawford, Miss Thompson, Mr Savage, Mr Berridge,
Reverend Hutchins, Mr Ellis, Mr Arculus, Mr King-Reynolds, Mr Paine (Head Groundsman), Mr Hunter,
Mr Archer, Mr Heap, Mr Anderson, Mr Rickman, Mr Rea and a whole host of ancillary staff — what
a super staff line-up. I know I have missed somebody out who taught Economics, and then became
careers adviser ... who can it be . . . answer on a postcard please. (Mr Costard?)
My parents were very keen in two specific areas — Wagner and Villa! This family interest in music
and sport rubbed off on all the six Auster children (three of whom attended Solihull during the 60s
and 70s: Andrew, Stephen, Paul). At school the opportunities for sport and music were terrific — I
was very fortunate. Mr Turnbull made an everlasting impression on all the Auster boys, who at some
stage in their working life have all been Directors of Music in Senior State/Independent Schools. The
sports staff were also influential, and what a joy it was to be part of Denis Tomlin's 1st XV side —
who defeated Warwick School for the first time in nineteen years.
Two sports tours will forever live in the memory — a Rugby tour to Fowey and a Cricket tour to Holland.
I learnt two very important phrases whilst in Holland — yah bent une eyedoc maycher, and yah bent une
mooryer maycher. . these are phonetic spellings of two phrases which I found so helpful at the time.*
I am anxious that this article does not simply become a ramble. Let me conclude by saying that I
will forever be grateful to my parents for the sacrifices they made to enable me to attend such a fine
school. Entry to Durham and then Cambridge thereafter, to read Rugby and Music ... would not have
been possible without the encouragement and stimulation at Solihull, and support from home.
Since University days teaching posts in Gloucester, Brighton, Shrewsbury, Malvern, and now
Ipswich have kept me some distance from Villa Park, and the Warwick Road. I am conscious that my
involvement in the school as an Old Silhillian has been patchy to say the least — although I did play
a few times for the Ruby XV! I may not be able to rectify this problem, but if you have read the article
thus far, you will know that I am proud to be an Old Silhillian, and wish the school, and the Old
Silhillians Association, every success in the future.

60

YEARS
ON
Organising Secretary:
Claude Coton
35 Whitefields Road
Solihull B91 3NX
Tel: (0121) 705 6698

1939 REUNION DINNER
We are intending to hold a '60 Years on' Reunion and Celebration Dinner
at a Solihull Venue on Friday, June 18 1999.
In the chair will be Lord John Butterfield (head boy 1939) assisted by
Sir Oliver Wright (deputy head boy 1939) but it is hoped pupils 5 years
approx. either side of 1939 will make an effort to attend. If you are
interested make a note of the date and send me your name, address,
HOUSE, year you left, and anyone of this era whose address you know.
The greatest problem is assembling a list of addresses, please be sure you
are on the mailing list, for this the last important dinner of the millennium.
REMEMBER the 70 years on Dinner will be much harder to attend.

THE SLAUGHTER YEARS 1973-83
The following extract is part of an article written by the Art Critic in the Evening Standard. The article
itself mainly concerns the artist, but it does refer to the sitter and gives a little background to the picture.
'It may seem odd to praise far the most conventional portrait in this year's crop, but it can be argued
that Antony Williams (who hit the nation's headlines a year or two ago with a portrait of the queen
endowed with a navvy's work-torn hands) is a young painter whom the prelate, politician and
panjandrum should seek if a portrait must be done. His sitter is Giles Slaughter, who rates an inch in
WHo's Who, there to be discovered as the headmaster of University College School in Hampstead —
interesting, for though the pose would fit any businessman or mayor, it is subtly adjusted to suggest
an inner contemplative quality, the cares of the world rounding the shoulders, a mind that is bent on
matters scholarly apparent in craggy features, the off-black suit far too unsmart for any man other than
one of donnish cast. All this is in my notes, made in front of the picture, knowing nothing of the sitter;
that Williams can with paint communicate so much suggests that we should keep an eye on him.

* You are a nice girl. You are a beautiful girl!

DACK TO SCNOOL FOR LUNCH 1998
FOOD, GLORIOUS FOOD
This term we returned to a refurbished and
much changed Refectory. The choice at
lunchtime is quite overwhelming: salads,
sandwiches, vegetarian dishes. Balti dishes,
further main courses and a carvery which the
Headmaster (above) put to the test. There is
even a vast array of desserts and the choice of
cheese and biscuits. Lunch at school is now a
veritable cornucopia!

As past Headmaster,
Solihull School

Giles Slaughter as we
know him

Giles Slaughter, Antony
Williams's revealing study of
a Hampstead headmaster

Whilst I'm sure Giles was delighted to be painted by such an illustrious artist, as was the picture
commissioned by Solihull School, there is to me, an element of humour and sparkle missing in both
pictures. I appreciate the difference between a photo and a work of art is how the artist wishes to depict
his subject. Whilst we can't have a 'Laughing Cavalier', both pictures lack the warmth of features we
have become accustomed to. I can well imagine in 200 years time, pupils viewing their past
headmasters will say 'I bet HE was a Tartar'. Whilst I'm sure the portraits illustrate the dignity of his
position, the photo illustrates the nice side of his personality. I doubt if he ever thought when he took
up teaching he would be hung twice, and still be alive to tell the tale.

