
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of the Old Silhillians Association Annual General Meeting 

19:30 hours on Tuesday 8th December 2021, at the Clubhouse 

 

The meeting commenced at 19:40 hours with 12 members in attendance (recorded in 
appendix one together with apologies received). It was agreed by all members present that, 
in the light of the circumstances with Covid 19, the meeting should proceed despite being 
less than quorate.  

In the unavoidable absence of the Chairman, the President chaired the meeting.  

The meeting was opened by the acting chairman with a mention of those members of the 
Association who had passed since the last AGM. These included four Past presidents, 
including Peter Callaghan who had passed just a few days previously. The acting Chairman 
asked those present to rise for a brief silence in honour of those now passed.  

 

1. Approval of minutes of the AGM held on 10th December 2019. 

The acting Chairman noted that the minutes had been available on the web-site for 
some time and asked any of those present to ask questions or comment on the 
minutes. The minutes of the previous meeting were unanimously approved by those 
present. 

2. The President’s Report 

The President gave his report on this, our centenary year, as below: 



“One hundred years of the OSA. Irrespective of current circumstances, that is 
something to celebrate. Inevitably those celebrations have been muted. The 
unveiling of the new war memorial at school on November 11th was probably the 
most fitting reminder that there could be of our shared past. A very moving 
occasion.  

We all owe a great debt to the Old Silhillians who over those 100 years have given 
their time, energy, expertise and simple enthusiasm for staying in touch – to 
maintain our Association.  

But it is important in this centenary year not just to look back but very much to look 
forward. Inevitably our Association has changed over time – every organisation must 
evolve to stay current and relevant – and financially stable. But I like to think that 
those who attended that first dinner would recognise the same spirit and ethos, and 
attachment to the school. 

It has been a privilege to be your President in this special year, but I only represent a 
large number of people who continue to give of their time freely. My thanks to the 
Main Committee, the various sports clubs and all others who keep us, as a former 
pupils association, connected. My special thanks to Peter Davies as Chairman, to 
Max Levenger for running Copt Heath, Steve Urry as Treasurer, and John Harrison, 
my very close friend, who has supported me greatly throughout the year. 

My thanks to the Headmaster for his continued support and to Lucy and Lynn in the 
Development Office, with whom we have a very close working relationship. Lucy has 
produced another excellent Silhillian. At this point I should also extend the 
Associations’ best wishes to Mark Hopton who retires from being Chair of the 
governing body at the end of the year and to David Lloyd for his final 12 months at 
school. 

I am delighted to be able to hand over the reins of President to Peter Earl who, 
uniquely, has been Immediate Past President and President Elect at the same time. I 
hope you have a very enjoyable year and certainly a better one than 2020!” 

3. Presentation of Accounts and the Report of the Auditors 

The acting Chairman handed over to the Treasurer Steve Urry. Both sets of accounts 
had been approved by the Main Committee, the Directors and the Trustees, have 
been lodged at Companies House and are available on the OSA website. The 
Treasurer had prepared some slides which he presented giving a thumb-nail view of 
the Association’s financial position. This could be summed up as satisfactory and 
improving. He referred to the Auditor’s report which was a clean bill of health with 
no issues to report. He also reported on the Trust’s finances which were in good 
order.  



4. Election of Auditors 

The Treasurer recommended that the current auditors, BSN Associates Ltd, be re-
appointed. Simon Westwood proposed, Peter Earl seconded and the meeting agreed 
unanimously. 

5. Headmaster’s Report 

In the unavoidable absence of the Headmaster, the acting Chairman referred 
members to the Headmaster’s report in the Silhillian magazine. 

6. OSA Trust – Chairman’s Report 

Peter Thomas, the Chairman of the OSA Trust referred to the scholarships that are 
awarded annually by the Trust. He also noted the disparity between what the School 
awards – c. £1M p.a. – and the awards given by the Trust which amount to about 
£15,000 p.a.  

Peter also stated that the future finances of the Trust were a matter of serious 
concern as the school had given notice that they intended to terminate the currently 
agreed donation in respect to the auto enrolment scheme. The school had made an 
offer to the Trust that in return for the Trust passing its investment portfolio to the 
school, the school would provide either a scholarship or bursary in the name of the 
Old Silhillians Trust in perpetuity. He also confirmed that two members of the OSA 
Trust would become Trustees of the Silhillian fund at school.   

Peter confirmed that the matter had been discussed at the last Trust meeting when 
four of the six trustees were in favour of accepting the offer. However, it was 
resolved that Peter Davies would discuss the matter with the OSA main committee 
at their next meeting as both he and Steve Urry felt that the money currently being 
provided by the school could possibly be replaced from profits made within the OSA.  
Peter went on to say that whilst this potential offer from the OSA would be a great 
way forward it was a risky one for the Trust as the amount of profit available from 
the OSA could not be guaranteed. If the OSA had any major capital projects for 
example there could be a situation where no money was available to the Trust.  

Finally, and in his view most importantly, Peter pointed out to the AGM that the 
Trust is an entirely separate legal entity to the OSA and was set up specifically as 
such to ensure that the OSA did not have any overriding influence on the Trust’s 
decision-making process. The matter would be resolved by the Trustees. He 
confirmed that obviously the feelings of the OSA would be taken into account in the 
process. 

There were a number of contrary views expressed by those present and it is quite 
clear that the implications of this are wide, impacting upon future membership and 



many other aspects of the Association. The main Committee had resolved at their 
last meeting to convene a special meeting to consider the implications including 
some of the wider issues. This is due to take place in January 2022. 

7. Election of Officers and Committee for 2022 

The acting Chairman handed over to the Secretary who read out the nominations for 
the forthcoming year as follows; 

President:   Peter Earl 

President Elect:  To be confirmed 

Immediate Past President: Barry Allen 

Chairman:   Peter Davies 

Treasurer:   Steve Urry 

Secretary:   Simon Westwood 

Facilities Director:  Max Levenger 

Communications Director: Vacant 

General Members:  Rupert Young 

    John Harrison 

    Graham Loader 

The secretary suggested that these be taken together. It was proposed by Jonny 
Dugdale and seconded by Joe Bates. The motion was carried unanimously. 

8. Assumption of Office by the new President 

Barry Allen presented Peter Earl with the President’s Collarette and Jewel and 
wished him all the very best for the forthcoming year. Peter acknowledged the 
honour in similar fashion and stated that he would be in the chair at the bar after the 
meeting closed. 

 

The meeting closed at 20:35. 

  



 

 

APPENDIX ONE 
 

OLD SILHILLIANS ASSOCIATION LIMITED 
AGM ON 8 DECEMBER 2021 

ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES 
 

Attendance List 
Barry Allen 

Peter Earl 

Steve Urry 

Max Levenger 

Simon Westwood 

John Harrison 

Andrew Webb 

Joe Bates 

Peter Thomas 

Nick Bridgens 

Jonny Dugdale 

Mike Betteridge 

 

 

Apologies Received 
David Lloyd  

Peter Davies 

Rupert Young 

Graham Loader 

Malcolm Lawrie 

Stuart Jenkins 

Peter Bragg 

 


