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Shenstonian 

Mr P Griffiths, MA, Headmaster 

From the Headmaster 
As soon as the academic year had ended, the builders were moving on to 

the school site to begin work on the new Music School. The build will take 

the whole of next year, but the final result will be a superb new facility, 

giving Music the space it needs to develop. It was only a few weeks before 

that the scaffolding was finally removed in Chapel as the refurbishment of 

the organ was completed. The rebuild has taken nine months and David 

Briggs played to a full Chapel to celebrate the event. His is the first of 

three recitals, all by past pupils who are world-class organists. I am 

delighted that there will be an organ scholar next year, following in David 

Briggs's footsteps and, I hope, re-establishing the strong tradition of 

pupil organists. Links are also being developed with the Royal College 

of Organists. 

The year began with excellent examination results, with 82.6% of all 

A Level subjects taken gaining grade A and B. This did not quite match the 

83.4% record of the previous year, but the Upper Fifth achieved a record 

with 67.8% of all passes at grade A* or A. However, a third of the A Level 

year group were to gain at least three A grades each and the Lower Sixth 

AS results matched the previous record. As the year ends and the final 

exams are taken, so our thoughts turn to results in August, and the cycle 
begins again. 

Between the August exam results and the arrival of the builders so much 

has happened and these pages are an attempt to record the school year. 

We encourage our pupils to get involved and the sports programme 

provides so many opportunities across a wide range of activities. There 

has been success for many teams and the growth of girls' games has 

necessitated the employment next year of a specialist netball coach. 

Sport and Music regularly feature in the Shenstonian, but the unique 

success of the European Youth Parliament team, taking them to Dublin for 

ten days in November as representatives of the United Kingdom, is also 

recorded. Trips and visits have become a normal part of school life, not 

just in this country but worldwide. Chile, Spain, France, Italy have all 
featured as destinations and this summer tours are leaving for New 

Zealand, South Africa and Barbados, which was also visited by the 

cricketers last summer. The link with Wessex School in Chile is growing 
and this year has seen the mutual exchange of gap students. The Duke of 

Edinburgh's Award continues to thrive and large expeditions have visited 

various parts of mainland Britain. I am also delighted that our support for 

a variety of charities has continued this year, with over E45,000 raised. 

The bag-packing in Marks & Spencer at Christmas is becoming a Sixth 

Form tradition. 

Without the support of the staff all that happens at Solihull School could 

not take place. Inevitably at the end of the year there are colleagues 

leaving, but this year six will retire who between them have over 160 

years' service. Between them they have led Snowdonia Schools, taken 

rugby, cricket, hockey, athletics and tennis teams, produced plays and 

organized expeditions, as well as being superb teachers. Mr McGowan, Mr 

Ginns, Mr Willshire, Mr Goatham, Mr Wormald and Mr Swain epitomize 

the spirit of the staff at Solihull School and we owe a debt of gratitude to 

them, as we do to all who make this such a special place. 

Solihull School 
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Malcolm Swain 
Affectionately known as the Welsh Wizard, or 

more recently the Silver Fox, Malcolm Swain has 

given 36 wonderful years to the School. He will be 

greatly missed as a loyal friend, supportive 

colleague and inspirational teacher. I have known 

Malcolm for over 30 years; he was the first person 

to welcome me when I first came to the school 

for an interview and showed his kindness even 

then by driving me to the station afterwards, 

there beginning a life-long friendship. Malcolm 

has a huge heart, always deeply caring, kind and 

generous of spirit to his friends. I feel very lucky to 

be one of them. 

He was the first Deputy Head of the Junior 

School, a role he has made his own and thrown 

himself wholeheartedly into. He is the Master in 

Charge of Organisation and can be relied upon to 

restore order to any chaos. He has been my right 

hand man for so long now that being without him 

is not something I am looking forward to! 

Those fortunate enough to have been taught by 

Malcolm will testify to him being an inspirational 

teacher, in the classroom and on the field. 

Everything he does, he attacks with energy and 

enthusiasm. He has never stood still in his career, 

always willing to take on new initiatives and give 

them his best shot. He clearly enjoys what he 

does. He is fiercely proud and possessive of his 

own form. No other class could ever be as good as 

his! The feeling is obviously reciprocated, as 

shown by the number of past pupils who still 

regularly seek him out and tell him how they are 

doing. The great affection they hold for him is 

particularly apparent when the Sixth Form "J1 

Troopers" come down to the Junior School to 

have their photographs taken with him for their 

Leavers' Book; big smiles, friendly banter and fun 

reminiscences all around. 

Malcolm is a sporting legend - a real giant. He 

played rugby at a time when Welsh rugby ruled 

the world. Malcolm played for the Wales B team 

and was the star at Moseley. A hard man on the 

rugby pitch, he is determined and fiercely 

competitive, never settling for anything less than 

his best. He has generously put this knowledge 

and expertise into coaching teams inside and 

outside school, benefiting countless numbers of 

players. I am pleased that he has agreed to 

continue to coach rugby at the school next year. 

Malcolm also excels in golf, cricket and tennis and 

has encouraged many pupils to take part in 

practice sessions and fixtures which he has 

diligently and successfully organised over the 

years. 

His enthusiasm for games is never ending; he also 

runs our popular chess and cribbage clubs. His 

House Quiz competitions are legendary and he 

makes us laugh by either giving away the answer 

in his question or giving a little anecdote! 

Malcolm loves the School, and the Junior School 

in particular, with a real and genuine passion. It 

has been his life for such a long time that it will 

be very hard for him to let go, and for us to let go 

of him. But needs must...it is time for him to 

enjoy his retirement and spend more time playing 

golf, drinking good wine and eating good food, 

travelling with his friends and family. We will all 

miss him greatly but we wish him all the very best 

in a long and fruitful retirement with Caroline. 

Enjoy yourself, Malcolm. You deserve to! You have 

given so much to others, now it's your time. 

Mrs LJ Brough 

Gareth  Ginns 
Gareth started at Solihull School in 1985, having 

graduated from Loughborough University, taught 

at K.E. Camp Hill and been Head of Department in 

Stafford. He was appointed as Head of P.E. and 

Games and his brief was to establish Physical 

Education for all and to overhaul the Games 

programme. 

Within Gareth's role he was also master i/c rugby 

with particular responsibility for the 1st XV. 

During this period the 1st XV enjoyed many 

successful seasons, on one occasion, going 43 

matches unbeaten — an incredible feat on a strong 

circuit. Gareth also enjoyed much success in 

coaching Warwickshire U.18s. 

Having established the P.E and Games 

programme and leaving it in extremely good 

health, Gareth was appointed Housemaster for 

Pole House, which he carried out with his usual 

precision and professionalism before being made 

Head of the Third Forms, a role which he has 

fulfilled for the last three years. 

In recent years, Gareth's rugby energies have been 

put into developing and coaching the School's 

U12 and U13 rugby players, safeguarding the 

School's rugby future for years to come. 

Throughout Gareth's time at Solihull he has been 

fully immersed in the life of the School; his 

involvement in rugby will go down in folklore but 

he will also be remembered for his passion and 

expertise in Athletics, Basketball, Gymnastics, 

indeed, if it could be played — Gareth would be 

involved, as a performer, coach, teacher and in 

some cases all three! 

Gareth was also responsible for a number of 'Sail 

France' holidays to the South West of France — 

trips much enjoyed by pupils and colleagues alike 

as well as rugby tours to the South West and 

Dublin — he has also in recent years accompanied 

the Senior XVs tours to South Africa. 

I am certain Gareth's passions for pastimes will be 

fully exploited during his retirement, be they; golf, 

photography, art deco pottery, folk music, playing 

the guitar or travel (to name but a few) and quite 

Lt
rightly so as the majority of Gareth's 'free-time' in 

he last 23 years at Solihull has been spent  

cultivating and nurturing the pastimes and 

interests of others! 

Gareth has been to me what, I know, he has been 

to many; a calm in a crisis, the friend and 

colleague to go to for advice, a voice of reason, 

totally dependable — a consummate professional. 

Gareth has made Solihull School a better place to 

be and created a professional blueprint for others 

to follow. 

I wish him and Gill a long and fabulous retirement 

together and look forward to spending time with 

them, Nicky and Andy as the years unfold. 

Mr S A Morgan 

Brent Wormald 
The June of 1973 saw Brent Wormald start at 

Solihull School as teacher of Physics and the 

invigilation anchorman for that summer's 

examinations. 

Brent has always had a keen interest in sport and 

has coached various cricket teams. He was umpire 

for the First XI until external umpires began to be 

used at this level. He accompanied many tours, 

most memorably to the Isle of Man. Not content 

with just cricket Brent has coached U14 and U15 

Hockey teams and he has been involved with the 

4th XI this year. As skiing is also a passion of his it is 

not surprising to find him accompanying school 

parties on the piste. Brent is recognised by pupils 

and the accompanying staff on such trips as a bit of 

a trickster and joker. To give a flavour of what pupils 

had to put up with, he convinced pupils on one trip 

to Dinorwic Hydro-electric Power Station that there 

was a huge magnet inside the machines that would 

attract the zips on their clothing. The pupils spent 

their tour of the facility constantly checking their 

zips, much to the amusement of the lady guide. 

With 	such 	entertainment, coupled with 

presentational skills honed from years of taking a 

Physics show to venues in the Midlands area, it is 

hardly surprising that Brent's lessons are fun and 

challenging. If he has a secret it is that he 

encourages pupils of all years to think and discover 

for themselves. For Oxbridge candidates he has 

provided inventive and thought-provoking 

questions that they can really get their teeth into. 

He has been an inspirational teacher with an 

excellent knowledge of his subject and of how to 

convey this to pupils. 

So what lies ahead for a man whose CV includes 

Careers Advisor, Sixth Form Warden, Examinations 

Officer and Timetabler? My sources tell me he will 

continue to compete in national Bridge 

tournaments, improve his golf handicap, and try his 

hand at the tiling business. He will be back with us 

at the beginning of next term to ensure the 

timetable gets off to a good start. 

Brent, very many thanks for all you have done for 

the school, for the science department and for our 

pupils. We hope you have a long, healthy, contented 

and prosperous retirement. 

Mr R J Melling 
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Richard Wil!shire 
Richard, a graduate of the University of 
Birmingham, arrived at Solihull in 1984, after 
previously serving as Head of English at Park 
Grove School, Edgbaston.Throughout his long and 
distinguished career at Solihull, he has always 
been an inspirational teacher of English, 
conveying his love of literature to the pupils with 
great passion, dedication and flair. Richard's own 
particular literary interests include the writing of 
the nineteenth century, and specifically the work 
of Thomas Hardy, although he is also an authority 
on the twentieth century poet, Philip Larkin. 
Furthermore, he is an admirer of the novelist and 
academic, David Lodge, who taught Richard 
during his university days at Birmingham. 

Throughout his time at Solihull, Richard has 
contributed to school life in a myriad of ways. For 
thirteen years, he was both the librarian of the old 
Kent library, and Lower School Housemaster for 
Jago. Additionally, he was responsible for 
producing sixteen plays across all sections of the 
school, as well as attending nine Snowdonia 
Schools, and numerous rugby tours. He was also a 
member of the infamously ill-fated Isle of Man 
Trip in the 1990s. However, for the last ten years, 
since the retirement of Mike Savage in 1998, he 
has been Head of the Lower School - a role which 
he has performed with great integrity and 
dedication, demonstrating tremendous fairness, 
sensitivity and support for the pupils in his charge. 

As a colleague, Richard will be deeply missed. He 
has always been a marvellously supportive and 
compassionate member of the English 
Department whose wisdom and counsel has been 
much sought and appreciated. In particular, his 
kindness and generosity towards new members of 
staff has been invaluable, and is testimony to his 
considerate nature. Furthermore, we shall miss his 
versatility, having taught across the key stages 
from the Junior School to the Upper Sixth. 

In retirement, Richard will continue to follow the 
trials and tribulations, as well as occasional 
success, of his beloved Birmingham City FC, of 
which he is an ardent supporter. He is also keen to 
devote more time to his own writing, as well as 
further indulge in his passion for cooking. Indeed, 
he is renown for his culinary expertise. We wish 
him and Deborah a long and happy retirement; he 
has been a wonderfully warm and universally 
respected colleague and we shall miss both him 
and his trademark bow ties immensely. 

Mr S A Hart 

John McGowan 
John arrived at Solihull School in 1993, after a 

successful career, training officers in the Military. 

With the fall of the Berlin Wall, the demand for 

German teaching declined. As the Empire 

crumbled, we at Solihull School gained First Prize. 

John has worked doggedly to promote a love for 

the German language and culture. After taking 

over the reins of the German Department. John 

has played a key role in producing first class 

linguists. It is perhaps a fitting accolade that two 

of our students this year gained places to read 

French and German at Oxford University. He has 

lovingly nurtured the German Exchange, taken 

coach loads of pupils to the German Christmas 

markets and inspired an interest in German 

history through the Berlin trip. 

John's extra-curricular contributions have been 

Herculean. His sporting prowess has produced 

some fine wins in tennis tournaments and the 

'ping pong' club has provided a focus for many 

boys and girls in the Lower School. John has 

accompanied eight Snowdonia Schools, of which 

he has led four. His self-effacing style, his concern 

for his pupils and his love for all things German 

will be sorely missed in the Languages 

Department. We wish John well as he sets out on 

his travels. 

Mrs M A Barrett 

Mark Goatham 
Mark joined Solihull School 27 years ago in 

January 1981. From the start it was obvious he 

enjoyed Sport. For all his time at Solihull Mark 

has been involved heavily in Athletics and 

Hockey, running them both for a while. I know 

he is proud of the achievement of the Athletics 

team. If it were not for Mark and Gareth Ginns, 

Athletics at the school would not be as strong 

as it is. For many years he was also a keen 

member of the staff 5-a-side football team. 

Mark has always given a lot to the students and 

wanted to be involved in their pastoral care. His 

kind thoughtful but firm approach has been a 

great asset.This was recognised early on by Alan 

Lee who appointed him as Middle School House 

Master to Shenstone in 1986. In 1991 Mark 

became Upper School Housemaster of 

Fetherston, which he thoroughly enjoyed, and 

finally Head of Middle School in 1998. Under his 

leadership we have seen the GCSE results go 

from strength to strength and now we have 

reached over 67% A and A*s. Mark has made 

the Middle School his own and it is remarkable 

how he has managed to get to know every 

student so well. Mark's dedication, commitment 

and enthusiasm will be missed. He is also a 

great friend and colleague and we wish him and 

Von well in their early retirement and move to 

the South of France. I'm sure you will get many 

of us visiting you. 

Mr M I Garner 

Faye  Holden 
Faye joined Solihull School's Modern Foreign 

Languages department as a Newly Qualified 

Teacher in 2004. Since then, she has worked as a 

teacher of German and French in both the Junior 

and Senior school. This has involved her in many 

trips to Germany and France, most notably in the 

Normandy trip for the Third Form, which she 

initiated and led for several years. Faye was 

appointed Head of the Shell Form in September 

2007 and has done the job very effectively and with 

good humour. The pupils hold her in very high 

esteem, especially those who have been tutored by 

her, which speaks volumes for her skill in pastoral 

work. 

Faye has a limitless energy for extra-curricular 

activities and she will be missed in the CCF, on 

Snowdonia School and as an enthusiastic official for 

athletics matches. She has helped raise thousands, 

through her magnificent Charity Week co-

ordination over the last three years. Similarly, her 

dancing skills have been really valued in the Lower 

School Dance Club and in each Musical that has 

been performed in her time at Solihull School. We 

extend heartfelt thanks for her choreography of set 

piece scenes that have seemed effortlessly graceful 

and co-ordinated. It will certainly be very difficult 

to fill her dancing shoes! 

We wish her well in her move to London and in her 

promising career as a teacher of Modern Languages. 

Mrs CE Checketts 

Sarah Sanganee 
Sarah arrived at Solihull School eight years ago, a 

young teacher finding her way tentatively in the 

world of education. She has developed into 

something of whirling dervish. Organised and 

efficient, Sarah has contributed greatly to the 

teaching of Spanish and to the development of 

Spanish resources at Solihull School. Leading the 

way in Information Technology she has had more 

than a hand in training the rest of the languages 

team to take on board new technology and to 

create excellent resources for use in the 

classroom. 

I have shared many memorable moments with 

Sarah on language trips; the Shell Form PGL Trip to 

Normandy with all its restrictions, the Sixth Form 

Language Trips to Paris, 'Sail France' in the terrible 

storms, all these required Sarah's quick thinking. 

After Sarah took over the Spanish Department, 

she accompanied trips to Salamanca - notorious 

for bullfighting and karaoke - and Jerez, where she 

always managed to be lodged with the best 

families. 

Sarah has also helped with choreography in the 

School's musicals - the extrovert in her has 

relished this particular challenge! Sarah has now 

decided to move on and spend more time with 

her young family. We wish her well, in the 

knowledge that she will be back, large as life, for 

our social occasions. 

Mrs M A Barrett 

The Solihull School 
Secretaries - Valete to 
Christine Briggs 
Many of you will know that, for the past six years, 

Christine Briggs has been one of the friendly, 

welcoming faces in Reception at Solihull School. 

Sadly for us, Christine decided to retire at the end 

of the Easter Term 2008 in order to spend more 

time with her family, and her grandson in 

particular. The photograph above was taken to 

commemorate Christine's time with us. (Christine 

is standing on the left of the photo.) She will be 

very much missed by us all for her calm, 

unflappable manner and her warm and caring 

nature. We wish Christine every happiness in her 

retirement. 

However, this photograph has a dual purpose. 

What better way to put a name to the faces of 

the Secretarial team which deals with parents and 

visitors to the School throughout the year! From 

left to right we are: 

Top Row of Staircase: 

Kim Capewell - Database & Exams Secretary 

(succeeding Christine Briggs) 

Janice Edwards - Admissions Secretary 

Connie Millen - Reprographics Secretary 

Standing to the Right of Photo: 

Christine Clarke - Secretary to the Head of the 

Junior School 

Bottom Row of Staircase: 

Jane Norris - Events & Administration Secretary 

Lorraine Johnson - Headmaster's PA 

Heather Scott - Receptionist/Admin Assistant 

We welcomed Heather Scott to the team in 

March this year to take over from Kim on 

Reception and she has already, in such a short 

time, become well known to many parents. 

We all look forward to seeing you in the 2008- 

2009 academic year. 

Mrs L A Johnson 
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University & College Entries 2007 
ARTS EDUCATIONAL 
SCHOOL OF ACTING, 
LONDON 
Emma Hubble 

ASTON 
Inge Behrens 

BATH 
Stephanie Brien 

Hannah Drysdale 

Paul Griffin 

Stephanie Jobson (2008 Entry) 

BIRMINGHAM 
Estelle Crichton 

Laura Cunliffe 

Thomas Grant 

Kristy Kelly 

Robert Unwin 

Jasvir Virdee 

BIRMINGHAM COLLEGE 
OF FOOD, TOURISM & 
CREATIVE STUDIES 
Jonathan Brittle 

BRISTOL 
Edward Houghton (left July 2006) 

David Massingberd-Mundy 

Orla Swindells 

BRUNEL 
Oliver Brown 

Rachel Taylor 

CALIFORNIA STATE 
UNIVERSITY LONG BEACH 
Rory Parsons 

CAMBRIDGE 
CHURCHILL 
Matthew Hull 

DOWNING 

Eleanor Stewart 

EMMANUEL 

Laurence Aitchison 

Sean Maguire 

Daniel Thompson 

GIRTON 

Steven Bryce 

Julia Shelley (2008 Entry) 
GONVILLE & CAIUS 

Matthew Ralph 

JESUS 

Robert Halbert (2008 Entry) 

CARDIFF 
Phineas Harper (2008 Entry) 

Adam Hateley 

Oliver Luton 

James Mansfield 

Alexandra Prew (left July 2006) 
Gemma Taylor 

Lucy Williams 

COVENTRY 
Robert Hodkinson 

Acting 

International Business & German 

Pharmacy 

Business Administration 

Accounting & Finance 

Coach Education & Sports 

Development 

Dentistry 

French Studies & Hispanic Studies 

Accounting & Finance 

Biological Sciences (Genetics) 

Physics 

Medicine 

Sports Management 

French & Spanish 

Medicine 

Physiological Science 

Product Design 

Sport Sciences 

Commerce 

Engineering 

Geography 

Natural Sciences (Physical) 

Engineering 

Veterinary Medicine 

Economics 

Geography 

Music & Choral Award 

Engineering 

Architectural Studies 

Physiotherapy 

Medicine 

Marine Geography 

English Literature 

Business Management 

Physiotherapy 

Music & Professional Practice 

DURHAM 
Duncan Brown 

Stuart Gregory 

Robert Henderson 

Sarah Houghton 

Thomas Morris 

James Oskiera 

Meghali Pandey 

Lucy Pickering 

Michael Rudd 

Christopher Waddell 

EAST ANGLIA 
Edward Leftwich (2008 Entry) 

David Walton 

EXETER 
Robert Carslaw 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
Annabelle Bridge 

KEELE 
Rosemary Stewart 

LANCASTER 
Ian Bousfield 

LEEDS 
Claire Corridan 

Zipporah Gershon 

Philip Green (2008 Entry) 

Holly Harbon 

Jordan Hemming 

Jaimee Hollier 

Thomas Lee 

Ian Mason 

Sophie Poulton 

Adam Price 

Titus Singh 

Samuel Smith (2008 Entry) 

Hannah Train 

Hayley Wallwork 

Benjamin Weaver 

Christopher White 

Paul Yarnell 

LEEDS METROPOLITAN 
Joseph Goddard-Howe 

Tomas Shanahan (2008 Entry) 

LEICESTER 
Philippa Gibb (2008 Entry) 

Alistair Higgins 

LINCOLN 
Peter Byrne 

LIVERPOOL 
Sarah Coall 

Catherine Parr 

Ruth Webster 

LIVERPOOL INSTITUTE 
FOR PERFORMING ARTS 
(LIPA) 
lescica Npvin 

Physics 

Business 

Zoology 

Biology 

Law 

Natural Sciences 

English Literature 

Music 

Computer Science 

Mechanical Engineering 

History 

Business Management 

Biological Sciences 

Human Resource Management 

Criminology & Law 

Geography 

Management & Psychology 

Political Studies 

Management & Law 

Political Studies 

Accounting & Finance 

Management & Mathematics 

Management & Spanish 

Computing for Business 

Biology & Management 

Management 

Economics & Spanish 

Sports Science & Physiology 

Medicine 

Economics & Mathematics 

Medicine 

Geography & Spanish 

French & Management 

Business & Management 

Sport Business Management 

English 

Medical Biochemistry 

Business Studies 

Veterinary Science 

English Language & Literature 

English & Business Studies 

LIVERPOOL JOHN MOORES 
Shannel Chauhan (left July 2004) 

LONDON 
IMPERIAL  COLLEGE LONDON 
Annabelle Harris (left July 2006) 

ROYAL  HOLLOWAY, 
UNIVERSITY OF LONDON 
Christine Fancott 

UNIVERSITY  COLLEGE LONDON 

Francis Halliday 

Edward Shelley 

LONDON ACADEMY OF 
MUSIC  & DRAMATIC 
ART  (LAMDA) 
Benjamin Jones 

LOUGHBOROUGH 
Nicola Baylis 

Jennifer Blackhall 

James Lawson 

Oleg Mukhin 

Eliot Wassell 

MANCHESTER 
Jennifer Allen 

Matthew Burrows 

Brandon Cooney 

Richard Cravos (2008 Entry) 

Rebecca Gemmell 

Helen Graham 

Sophie Nash 

Mitchell Pagett 

Fiona Ross 

Jake Vincent 

John Whitehouse 

MANCHESTER 
METROPOLITAN 
Joseph Marcus 

LA TROBE UNIVERSITY, 
AUSTRALIA 
Thomas Crowley (2008 Entry) 

NOTTINGHAM 
Sarah Elliott 

Corinna Frye 

Catherine Harrison 

Stewart Hunter 

Richard Jerrom 

NOITINGHAM TRENT 
Sarah Norris 

Peter Walden 

OXFORD 
KEBLE 

Michelle Hodgkinson 
LADY  MARGARET HALL 
Gemma Truran 
LINCOLN 

Lucinda Griffiths 
MERTON 

Nicholas Lunn 
ST ANNE'S 

Samuel Tucker (left July 2006) 

Pharmacy 

Mathematics 

English 

Medicine 

European Social & Political Studies 

Stage Management & Technical 

Theatre 

Politics with Business 

Communication & Media Studies 

Systems Engineering 

Computing & Management 

Computing & Management 

Architecture 

Physics 

Business Studies 

Spanish & Business & Management 

Medicine 

Business Studies 

Psychology 

Art & Archaeology of the Ancient World 

Psychology 

Mechanical Engineering with 

Management 

Pharmacology with 

Industrial/Professional Experience 

Accounting & Finance 

Commerce 

Psychology 

History 

Adult Nursing Science (MSc) 

Medicine 

Medicine 

Sociology 

Business 

(Physiological Sciences) Medicine 

Mathematics 

Law with Law Studies in Europe 

Modern Languages 

Geography 

OXFORD BROOKES 
Katherine Aitchison 

Charles Carr 

Rebecca Dunn 

Jonathan Halsey (2008 Entry) 

Victoria Priest (left July 2006) 

Thomas Shorney 

Elizabeth Whitehead 

PLYMOUTH 
Jessica Bartley 

Guy Macliver 

READING 
Francesca Block 

Jonathon Smith 

ROYAL COLLEGE OF 
MUSIC, LONDON 
Philip Achille 

SHEFFIELD 
Anthony Allso 

Thomas Arnold 

Peter Calvert 

Michael Horswill 

Sophie Knight (2008 Entry) 

Sikhumbuzo Mlotshwa 

Alexandra Steele 

Oliver Talbot 

Simon Wernick (2008 Entry) 

Nicola Willis 

SOUTHAMPTON 
James Field 

Jessica Goosman 

Timothy Hill 

Benjamin Mould 

SURREY 
Emma Connelly (left July 2006) 

SUSSEX 
Leonie Rainbird-Tilson (left July 2006) 

SUTTON COLDFIELD 
COLLEGE 
Lucy Doolan 

UCE 
BIRMINGHAM INSTITUTE 
OF ART & DESIGN 
Alexandra Cooke 

Christian Grauers 

Kathryn Newman 

WARWICK 
Lyndsey Fairburn (left July 2006) 

Christopher Freckelton 

Kirsty Harry 

Emma McCabe 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Jaimee Le Resche 

HARTPURY COLLEGE 
Robert Whitehouse 

Shenstonian  • 
Real Estate Management 

Business & Management 

International Hospitality Management 

Business & Music 

Real Estate Management 

International Hospitality Management 

Business with English Language 

& Linguistics 

Podiatry 

International Business 

Psychology 

Computer Science 

Music (Harmonica & Saxophone) 

Biology with a Year Abroad 

History 

Aerospace Engineering 

Architecture 

Biomedical Sciences 

Mechanical Engineering with a 

Year in North America 

Hispanic Studies & Management 

Electronic Engineering 

Management & Economics 

Geography 

Law 

Geography 

Economics 

Economics & Management Sciences 

Midwifery Studies 

Philosophy & Music 

Art & Design Foundation 

Art & Design Foundation 

Art & Design Foundation 

Art & Design Foundation 

English & American Literature 

Accounting & Finance 

Chemistry 

Biochemistry 

Business Studies with Marketing 

Coaching Science 

1 
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Junior School 

J1 Visit to the 
Botanical 
Gardens 
On Tuesday May 6th all the Ps went on a visit 

to the Botanical Gardens in Edgbaston to sketch 

plants and flowers as part of our art lessons. 

When we arrived both the J1 classes were split 

up and went to different greenhouses. First j1A 

went to the Tropical Climate and J1 S went to 

the Arid House to draw some exotic plants and 

some people took photographs.The Tropical was 

the hottest climate — it has to be kept warm and 

damp because banana plants grow in it! 

After a while we went and sat on benches 

outside in the sun and ate our yummy snacks 

and drinks. 

Next we walked down a winding path to a 

beautiful garden section (it was very peaceful 

and quiet) and we sketched some more 

wonderful flowers and unusual plants, like pink 

roses and poppies. 

Soon afterwards we walked sensibly down to 

the path and went to the aviary to see the birds. 

All of us saw a magnificent bird with really 

bright colours trickling down its neckline. We 

also saw a real parakeet like the one from 
Skyhunter! 

Finally the teachers bought us all ice-lollies and 

we ate them on the grass. Some people even ran 
down the hill! 

When we got back to school we had our picnic 

outside because it was scorching hot! 

Eleanor Shiels J1A and George Armstrong J1 S 

12th Solihull 
Junior School 
Cubs 
Christmas Term 

My second year as a Cub started in style in 

Brueton Park. We saw our new Akela and knew 

we were in for a cracker of a year. 

The highlights of the term were the Bonfire 

Night and Halloween parties. On the day of the 

Halloween party, we dressed up as monsters. 

We made scary spider models and hung them 

from the ceiling. Unfortunately, one of my 

spider's eyes fell off! 

On Bonfire Night, Gary Smallwood lit a bonfire, 

which was a beautiful sight. We also had a 

delicious barbeque courtesy of Mr Swain. We 

had a really good Christmas party near the end 

of the term, where we made Christmas cards 

and crackers to give to friends and family. 

Easter Term 

The first big event was the district swimming 

gala where we won the relay event. Another 

highlight was Pancake Day when, of course, we 

cooked really tasty pancakes! Thanks to Mrs 

Holden for making the batter. We also 

celebrated the Chinese New Year with delicious 

fortune cookies, thanks to Mrs Blake. 

The highlight of the term though had to be our 

Mothers' Day Surprise. We had prepared for this 

night for weeks on end by making cards and 

buying gifts for our mums, which we gave out 

before singing May the Light of God (which 

made the mums a bit tearful). 

At the end of term we had an Easter party. We 

went on an Easter Egg hunt which was really fun 

and everyone got an egg! 

Summer Term 
And now for the one, the only, CUB CAMP! We 

arrived at Woodlands Camp, breathed in the 

fresh forest air and knew this would be 

fantastic! We started on the zipwire, which we 

went down at some speed, to be covered in river 

water at the end. But if that was wet, boy oh 

boy were we drenched on the assault course as 

our instructor tipped a bucket of water over us 

all! 

The next day we did kayaking and canoeing. Our 

canoeing instructor made us do water dares 

such as jumping in our kayaks and crawling 

across their fronts. Then we took part in an 

archery competition, which Chris Clay won. This 

was followed by rock climbing. At the end of 

the day, we performed little sketches which 

were all very funny. It certainly was an action-

packed weekend! 

The other great part of the term was the giant 

sleepover where we slept in the school hall as 

part of the largest sleepover in the world. And 

now we are world record holders! 

The finale of the year was slightly unusual as we 

said goodbye to Rosemary Holden (Bagheera). 

Akela and the Cubs made a special video for her 

because we wanted to show her how grateful 

we were to her for 8 years of wonderful service 

to Cubs. 

Overall it was an absolutely fantastic year. 

Thank you so much to Penny Thompstone (Kaa), 

Rosemary Holden (Bagheera) and of course a 

special huge thanks to Isabel McCumiskey 

(Akela). We're already looking forward to next 

year! 

By Alex Lavery J3T 

The Fog Hounds 
It was almost dusk, and daylight had melted 

away to reveal the black night sky. People fled to 

their houses, as the village was wrapped in an 

eerie shadow. There was not a soul in sight for it 

was nearly hound time. 

A boy named Tad was just finishing painting the 

door of the cottage where he and his sister 

Ermina lived. He took a step back to admire his 

work, when Ermina poked her head out of the 

cottage window to tell Tad to make haste for it 

was nearly hound time. Every night at dusk the 

fog hounds would emerge. They would go 

ranging and loping through factories and farms 

and anyone not in their houses would be chased 

by them - never to return to tell the tale! 

Tad crouched down to screw the lid on the paint 

when he felt an icy cold breath from behind 

him. He froze to the spot and his blood began to 

run backwards through his veins. A picture 

developed in his mind of what this terrifying 

creature might be. He could smell its awful 

breath, hear its menacing growl and he could 

taste fear in his mouth. How he wished he had 

gone inside while he still could. How foolish he 

had been to pay no attention to his sister's 

warning, but now it was too late. He was in the 

presence of a terrifying blood-thirsty creature. 

Tad cautiously put down the paint lid and slowly 

turned around till he was face to face with a 

deadly fog hound. Suddenly his heart missed a 

beat and the blood ran backward in his veins. 

One half of him told him to run and the other 

half told him to scream but he could do neither 

- he was too petrified! 

Lydia Stephens J3T 

-=.1ection Day 
ell() I'm Giles, the newly elected Prime 

inister of Solihull Junior School. This was my 

inning speech as the Lib Dem candidate. 

believe that school should be one of the 

appiest parts of my life. 
believe School should be healthy, comfortable 

a nd safe. 
promise to make School like this for all of us. 

I also think school shouldn't be just Work! Work! 

Work! 
I want to have fun every once in a while. 

I want to help others less fortunate than us. 

I want to protect the world we live in. 

To start, I will set up a Tuck Shop run by J4. This 

would be run as a Young Enterprise Business and 

the profit would go to Charity and new play 

equipment for outside. We will sell sweets but 

also pens and pencils as well. 

I think that a Fancy Dress day for Charity in 

C harity Week would be fun and a good fund-

raiser. How about a Film Club? The options are 

endless. We can make films, make cartoons, 

watch and discuss films. 

think an end-of-year trip to Drayton Manor 

would be huge fun — and good for our Science 

SATS too because of the centrifugal forces, 
roomr teecnotausm,rgs.ravity and acceleration of the wild lle   

or Charity, I think a 'Let's get to school without 

sing the car' day would be very good for the 

nvironment and we could bring in money for 
harity as well. 

Cycling Proficiency Club (a club which teaches 

ou how to ride a bike safely on the road) for J3 
nd .J4 would be extremely useful for the future 

nd would help the environment. 

for the Junior School. Each class could look after 

also think that there should be a pet hamster 

it for two weeks, feeding it and taking care of it. 
l vhiinsgwtohuinldgsalisn ie  o sbcevnecrye. useful for learning about 

quiet room should be built for those needing 

0 get out of the hustle and bustle of school life. 

tory tapes should be played out through  

lessons for it has been told that people 

concentrate better when there is a story in the 

background. 

My final idea is for there to be a local student 

exchange trip with a local school preferably in 

Birmingham. This would improve our friendship 

skills and it would be lots of fun. 

I had a dream: FOR A FUN JUNIOR SCHOOL! 

Vote Lib Dem and make these ideas happen - 

we can't do it without your support! 

Giles Lawrence 14B 

The GK Quiz 
'Cue music. Hello and welcome to this week's 

GK Quiz'. Yes it's the famous General 

Knowledge quiz. This year's competition has 

been fierce, with all the houses fielding strong 

teams. After many three-in-a-rows, ooh's and 

aah's, Featherston came out on top of the pile, 

closely followed by Pole then Jago, Shenstone - 

Windsor came last. 

Richard Bradley 14B 

Indian Workshop 
On the 22nd of May two very kind gentlemen 

came to teach us about Indian music. Their 

names were James Barralet and Sankhar 

Chowdhury. This was quite an unusual Indian 

workshop because James played the cello and 

Sankhar played the tabla. You might think that 

sounds weird but actually they went together 

beautifully. 

As we started to fill up the seats they played 

some delightful music. After the music had 

finished they introduced themselves to us and 

they started to interact with us. They told us 

how they met and how long they have been 

playing as a duo. 

Sankhar taught us some of the key features on 

how to play a tabla. He taught us all the pitches 

and he told us how a tabla is made and its skin 

is made out of goatskin. It was fascinating to 

know that something made out of a goat can 

make an astounding sound like that. 

Shenstonian 

Then James and Sankhar played another 

outstanding piece for us and it was about a lady 

and a robin. This piece was very emotional for 

me because of the amazing way it was put 

together. Now this part was, in my point of 

view, the best part of the whole Indian 

workshop because they talked to us about 

scales. As you may know an English scale is a 

major or minor, the more popular version of do 

ray mi far so la ti do. But they taught us an 

Indian scale. There are apparently more than 

two hundred sorts of Indian scale. 

Unfortunately after this the Indian workshop 

was over and I would just like to thank James, 

Sankhar and Mrs Barralet for letting us have a 

taste of Indian music. 

Suraiyya Jaffer J3T 

J1 Visit to Lunt 
Fort - November 
2007 
On Tuesday 27th November the Jis went on a 

visit to Lunt Fort in Coventry to learn more 

about the Romans. 

First we went to the Granary where our guide 

told us about the fierce Roman Army.They were 

the best army in the old days! After a while our 

guide picked Benedict, showed us all the armour 

they wore and put him in it. The armour was 

spectacular! I thought it would be super heavy, 

but it wasn't, and I wouldn't mind wearing it all 

day. 

Next we stood up and looked at the model of 

Lunt Fort as it was 2000 years ago — a lot of it 

was gone but I could still imagine what it looked 

like all those years ago. Then we looked at a 

model of the Scorpion (a weapon) and saw how 

the arrows shot out. 

After that we went outside to see the 

Headquarters, where the man who was in 

charge lived, the Bank where they kept their 

money and the Barracks to see how small the 

bedrooms were and how many people had to 

stay in them at one time. 

Soon afterwards we went to the Gyrus Ring 

where the Romans trained their horses and we 

got to scream and shout. There was a sort of 

echo. Then we climbed up the ramparts where 

we could see everything, but we were not 

allowed to go up to the top, so we went back 

down to the ditches where the ankle-breaker 

was. 

Finally we walked to the shop to buy some 

souvenirs to take home. It was a fantastic trip. 

Eloise Burchell PA, Emma Hadley JI S, 
Max Mendonca JI A and Ellis Owen JIS 
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J3 Public 
Speaking 
Competition 
Forty six children tried, but only six succeeded. 

The J3 Public Speaking Competition Finals had 

begun! All of the children had earned their place 

within each of the three forms but who would 

come out victorious? Mrs Steele and Mrs Taylor 

would make that decision. 

Alex Lavery, Sam Orme, Cameron McPheely, 

Ben Osborne, Charlie Morgan and me, Frank 

Fogarty, were the six finalists. It was going to be 

the best talk finals ever! 

Sam, dressed in a hat, rain coat and dark glasses 

gave an entertaining talk on espionage. Alex 

Lavery (without any notes!) talked about the 

history of The World Cup (he even managed to 

make football interesting to our female judges!). 

Cameron transported us all to Venice with his 

captivating holiday recollections. Ben gave a 

highly informative talk about why we should all 

be recycling our plastic. We learnt that it can 

even be made into parts for new cars. Charlie 

gave us a taste of what lies ahead in Senior 

School by sharing his experiences of Terriers, 

Combined Cadet Force and the Duke of 

Edinburgh Award. Last, but not least, I told 

everyone about the life and work of Spike 

Milligan. 

Finally, the moment of truth: "And the winner 

is...Alex Lavery". Alex was thrilled to hear it. 

Joint second place went to Charlie and 

Cameron. As Alex said, at the end of his talk, 

"They think it's all over...it is now!" 

Frank Fogarty J3T 

J3 Science 
Conference: 
Greenwich 
Observatory 
Earth, Sun 
and Moon 
On Wednesday 11th June, all the J3's had their 

first science video conference, which was held in 
the Junior School Hall. 

It was presented by an expert from the 

Greenwich Observatory. He gave us much 

information about all the planets in our Solar 
System (as well as a couple out of it), but he 

mainly concentrated on the Earth, the Sun and 

the Moon. It was really interesting as he added 

many facts which we didn't know about before, 

such as: Mars used to have water and Jupiter 

has a raging storm that has been going on for 

thousands of years which is called the Eye of 

Jupiter. 

We thoroughly enjoyed ourselves in this video 

conference and hope we can have more similar 

conferences in the near future. 

Thomas Clayton-Wright J3M 
and Pratinav Sinha J3M 

J4 Visit to 
Jaguar Plant 
at Castle 
Bromwich 
On a rather wet and windy Monday morning in 

March I set off with Mr Swain and Mr Penney for 

the first of two J4 visits to the Castle Bromwich 

Jaguar Plant. 

After being met and welcomed by two 

members of the Jaguar Educational team we 

were shown a short and rather comical film 

featuring various modes of transport through 

history. Everyone was also given a quick run 

down of what to expect in the factory and a few 

important health and safety issues. 

A short 'questions and answers' session followed 

to give us all a bit off background information 

on Jaguar and the range of cars they currently 

produce — we were very pleased to discover that 

we were going to look at the XK8 being built. 

Headsets and fluorescent yellow vests were 

handed out to everyone and a minibus took us 

across the site to start the tour. I found the 

sheer size of the Plant amazing and, something 

I hadn't realised was that the original factory 

was first used to build Spitfires during World 

War II. 

The factory was incredibly clean and hi-tech. 

Everywhere was a hive of activity and it was 

fascinating to watch the workforce in unison 

with the robots. Whilst being built, the shells of 

the cars are placed on a moving floor and they 

pass through teams of workers who add the 

various components required to build each car 

to its individual specifications. The components 

are delivered to each section by forklift trucks, 

which are constantly being driven around the 

vast site. 

Our tour followed the cars being built from their 

basic shell right through to the final testing at 

the wind tunnel. We all really found the tour 

both interesting and enjoyable. 

After we finished the factory tour we went back 

to the classroom and we were split into two 

groups. In one of the groups we worked in pairs 

to programme a small robot car to move around 

a board following a prescribed route. To get the 

car to follow the route we had to work out the 

angles the car needed to turn and the exact 

distance it had to travel.This was quite good fun 

and some of the shapes were quite tricky to 

programme — but we managed it! 

In the other group we again worked in pairs and 

this time we had a computer and a small lever-

arm crane, which we had to programme to pick 

up and move small barrels. This was really good 

fun and made us all think! We had to see who 

could get the crane to pick up and move the 

barrels in the least amount of movements. 

Mr Swain's group were a bit late arriving back at 

school for lunch - I think it was probably 

because he took a couple of wrong turns 

looking for a petrol station! 

Matthew Sargent J4S 

Junior School 
Drama Club 
Production 
When I wrote on my application form for the 

post of teacher in the Junior School, 'I have 

directed the Christmas production', little did I 

know what those few words would lead to! 

Some months later I was quivering nervously in 

the wings of the stage in the Bushell Hall, ready 

for the Drama Club's annual performance, 

dubiously entitled 'A Load Of Rubbish.' 

However, I need not have worried; as the house 

lights dimmed, the pieces of junk living at the 

local dump came to life and acted with real ; 

confidence and enthusiasm. 

The play was specially written to raise children's 

awareness of the need to recycle as much 

rubbish as possible, so each member of the 

Drama Club was transformed into a piece of 

junk dumped at the local tip. The Carrier Bags 

swished across the stage, organising all the 

other pieces of junk and keeping the peace. 

Meanwhile the Newspapers rustled around, 

showing off their general knowledge, while the 

Dessert Pot complained, the Balls Of Wool and 

the Coke Can argued, the Duster tried to look on 

the bright side and the House Plant just made 

everyone very cross! Just as things looked like 

they might get out of hand, Commander Ink 

Cartridge marched in, with some Fruit and 

Vegetables that he had found and taken under 

his wing. The drill they performed had been 

rehearsed back in my classroom for days and 

days, and whilst the music played and the lights 

sparkled, the hours of practice seemed to be a 

distant memory as the children marched 

proudly and told some awful jokes. 

Olive Oil and her friends, Ketchup and Jam Jar, 

explained to the audience how they had lived in 

an eco-unfriendly house and ended up in the 

bin. The Beer Cans made the audience laugh, as 

they teased a stuck-up Perfume Box that was 

looking for some more luxurious 

accommodation. The other pieces of junk made 

lots of helpful suggestions, and had extremely 

sore arms after wearing their cardboard box 

costumes for most of the afternoon, but were 

still smiling! Eventually a group of Junior School 

children saved the day, by organising an Eco-

Club recycling project to tidy up the dump and 

sort out all the junk and rubbish so that it could 

be composted, re-used or recycled. 

When the final line had been delivered, the 

performance seemed to have gone by so 

quickly. All those hours of rehearsals had 

certainly paid off. The children looked fantastic 

in their wonderful costumes, made by a team of 

parents and brought to life by Mrs Jenkins' 

fantastic face painting! Mr Jukes added lighting 

effects and Mrs McCumiskey took photographs 

and videoed the performance. However, the 

most important thing for me as director is that 

any pupil in J3 or J4 can come along to Drama 

Club and all twenty-eight members took part in 

the production. For many, it was their first 

experience of performing on a large stage, and I 

know they have all grown in confidence and 

enjoyed working as part of a team. 

As I walked back up the stairs to my classroom 

later that afternoon, I was met by some J2 

pupils, keen to know what I was planning for 

them in next year's show! As I said to them, 

"You will just have to wait and see ..." 

Mrs Humphreys 

The Junior 
School Wind 
Band 
The Wind Band commenced a couple of weeks 

into the autumn term, when we started to 

practise "Rocking Carol" and "The Holly and the 

Ivy". We played these at the Junior School 

Christmas concert, which was a great success. 

Then in the Easter term we started on "East 

Enders" and later on "Rockin'round the Clock" — 

both really fun pieces. We've been working on 

these during the summer term too, ready to be 

performed at the summer concert. 

We have gained new members all through the 

year, playing anything from flutes and clarinets 

to trumpets and horns; from alto saxes and 

oboes to bassoons and trombones and even a 

soprano sax. 

Finally we have beaten the windband record, 

having massive numbers of musicians — almost 

30 of us! We all enjoy the experience of playing 

fun music on a Wednesday break time and 

playing in concerts as well. 

Thank you to Miss Greswold for teaching and 

organising us. 

David Clarke J45 

The Junior 
School Brass 
Group 
The Junior School Brass Group has been 

wonderful this year. An opportunity once a 

week for all trumpet, cornet and trombone 

players to perform together lots of different 

styles of music - we even play silly games! 

There is always a boom of noise coming from 

the ICT room: Charlie Hadley, Vicknesh 

Sarveswaran, Fraser Mackie, Laura Daglish, 

Joseph Price and Edward Price all come and 

rehearse with Mr Johnson and we have been 

featured in many concerts within school. 

We all thank Mr Johnson for giving up his time 

to support the brass group in Junior School and 

wish him all the best in his new job. 

By Laura Daglish J4B 

Junior School 
Clarinet Group 
I have just completed my third year at Solihull 

Junior School and one of my favourite things 

has been Clarinet Group. During this year there 

have been four people at Clarinet Group, David 

Clark, Sam Brown, Seijjad Al-Ghabban and 

myself. Everybody has enjoyed it as much as I 

have. 

We have played tots of enjoyable songs during 

the year. I have particularly enjoyed playing, 

'Let's Celebrate' and 'Triple Trouble Trio'. The 

concerts that we have played in range from the 

Junior School Christmas Concert to the Junior 

School Summer Concert. 

A huge thank you should go to Miss Greswold 

for guiding, teaching and inspiring us. I can't 

wait for next year! 

Charlie Morgan J3M 

An Autumn Day 
It was one cold breezy autumn day in mid 

November. 

The crisp crunchy golden leaves were the 

colour of honey. 

They sounded like silent footsteps in a far off 

land. 

Further into the small woodland area you see 

fir trees growing in time for Christmas. 

Now as you go on ever east you see a pond 

filled with many things. 

Small tadpoles and the beautiful shimmering 

water surface is begging you to jump in. 

But alas, you must leave to find a small lake 

filled with greedy swans that will eat every 

morsel of bread you have. 

They are not all bad; they are majestic and 

beautiful. 

They spread out their wings and fly so very 

high. 

Now you find the green green grass, it is so 

beautiful and organic. 
You can do anything you want there — dance, 

sing or sleep. 
The park is where my heart will lie forever and 

ever, especially in autumn! 

Angus Young J4S 

Shenstonian 
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Junior School 
Flute Choir 
The Junior School Flute Choir was newly formed 

this year and all the girls have worked extremely 

hard and achieved amazing results. Their 

performance of 'Take it or Leave it in the Easter 

Concert was excellent. 

A huge thank you goes to our J4 leavers: Megan 

Seickell, Lydia Jackson and Eleanor Brown for 

their contribution. We wish them every success 

in the senior school Flute Choir. 

Alison Hearn 

The Junior 
School 
Orchestra 
The Junior School Orchestra has been working 

hard this year, first playing in the Junior School 

Christmas concert on December 13th 2007. It 

now seems such a long time ago! They played 

'Czech Carol' and then played 'Czech Dance'. 

Most of them were wearing Christmas hats. 

Just after this I was asked by Miss H Dolby, 

who's in charge of the orchestra, whether I 

would like to come and join. I jumped at the 

chance and on the next Tuesday I was playing 

my violin in the Junior School Hall. I had started 

playing the violin in September 2007 and I 

thought it would be ages till I went to orchestra. 

But, of course it wasn't, as it was February! 

We played three pieces for the Junior School 

Summer concert. They were, 'Something Behind 

The Gravestone', 'Bats In The Belfry' and 'Black 

Cat Boogie'. These are creepy sounding pieces. I 

learnt a new thing that I could do on the violin 

and that is called "Col Legno". This is when you 

use the wooden side of the violin bow to tap 

the strings. Matthew Sargent taught me this. 

Thank you Matthew! 

We have loads of instruments in orchestra: 

flutes, trumpets, clarinets, oboes, French horns, 

bassoons, cellos, the double bass and, naturally, 

the violins who are the naughtiest! Of course, to 

begin with, we are really noisy and excited, but 

we eventually settle down! I really enjoy 

orchestra and we always have a laugh or two. I'll 

be taking my Grade 1 on the violin soon and I 

hope it won't be a pain in the examiner's ear 

when I have to sing some notes! I love playing 

the violin and I am inspired by really good 

violinists. If you don't play an instrument I 

suggest you do because it is good fun and if you 

try hard enough you might be a top musician. It 

is also a good feeling when you hear music and 

especially when you play it. We should say a big 

thank you to Miss Dolby as she gives up her 

time to take us. So if you play an instrument or 

sing, get practising! 

Thomas Holt J4S. 

J2 Monks and 
Nuns Day 
We were on the coach at half-past nine. I was 

very excited because it would be interesting and 

lots of fun. Then at •0 o'clock we arrived at St 

Peter's church. When I first saw the church I 

thought it might be a bit boring and old but it 

was quite an amazing sight. 

Then we went in a room called the Lady's 

Chapel. We went in there to get on our monks 

and nuns habits. They were black Benedictine 

habits. Nuns had to wear a white wimple, which 

was like a hat. On the belts there were three 

knots. They stood for the three vows, which 

were Poverty, Chastity which means not to get 

married and Obedience, which means always 

listening to the Abbot. The habits were very 

uncomfortable! Especially the thing you put on 

your head. 

Next we met the Abbot. He was not strict at all! 

He was happy and smiley and he made us feel 

like we were actually real Monks and Nuns. The 

abbot looked clever, old and bossy. I felt like a 

real Nun when we were singing Be Still. We 

sang the song loudly it was fun. Then we made 

a vow to the Abbot. It was to be very, very quiet 

and to only speak if we had the Abbot's 

permission. Next we walked through Wootton 

Wawen village to go and see the interesting 

beekeeper called Mr. Keyte. When we were 

going through the village of Wootton Wawen, 

lots of people stopped to look and take pictures. 

The local people probably thought it was bizarre 

because people wearing old Monks and Nuns 

habits. Finally we arrived at the beehives. 

Excited we all jumped up the steep steps into a 

beautiful garden. The flowers were coloured 

ruby red, bright orange, and yellow. Faintly you 

could hear busy, buzzing bees. Mr. Keyte was 

very nice and showed us the beehives. They 

were big and quite noisy at times. After showing 

us the bees, Mr. Keyte taught us how to make 

candles. You got the wick, then dipped it twice 

into the bees-wax, then dipped it twice into the 

water. It usually takes two years to get the 

candle finished. You had to keep dipping and 

dipping and dipping until it was the right shape 

and size. Then we soon moved on to Mr. Davis. 

He showed us and told us about different types 

of bees. There was a small worker bee, a lazy 

relaxed drone bee and last but not least the 

royal queen bee. The queen was marked with a 

blob of paint, because it was quite hard to spot 

her. 

Soon it was time for the second service with the 

Abbot. We all had to think of a word. My word 

was colorful. If we had a word we had to go and 

light a candle.When the candles were shining it 
was very peaceful in the church. 

After the service we had some lunch. Because 

we were pretending to be monks and nuns who 

didn't have much, we weren't allowed biscuits, 

chocolate, crisps, tomatoes and orange juice. For 

a drink we were allowed: blackcurrant, apple 

juice and water. I had brown bread, cheese and 

an apple. 

Soon we went to the Lady's Chapel and did a 

quiz. It was about the inside and outside of the 

church. It was quite difficult because important 

names were carved in the floor, but because so 

many people there and they had got rubbed off. 

I enjoyed the quiz because it was fun and it was 

a bit like exploring the church. I also enjoyed it 

because we could wonder around and look at 

really good things. You had to think really hard 

on some questions. But on some questions you 

didn't have to think much at all. While we were 

doing the quiz we found out lots of amazing 
facts, amazing things and objects. 

Next up it was bell ringing! I was very excited 
because I had never done bell ringing before. 
Going up into the bell tower was exciting. The 
steps were very steep and there were about 
twenty steps. It was a bit scary. Finally we got 
up to the top of the bell tower. I learned that 
bells were heavy and the clock was set to ring 
the bells in the bell-tower. Ringing the bells was 
a lot of fun. Because we were so light and the 
bells were so heavy we went flying! One bell 
was over a ton! I even nearly bumped my head 
on the roof of the bell-tower. When I was going 

up and down I felt really happy, and I was 
enjoying myself a lot. Bell ringing was one of the 
best things that I have ever done in my life. I 
would really like to do bell-ringing again and 
again and I hope that I do. 

After Bell-ringing it was Brass rubbing! Brass 
rubbing had to be done very carefully. You put 
paper over the brass and then with a wax-
crayon you rubbed over it. To make sure the 
brass would not rub away they poured liquid on 
and made some copies. The brass rubbings that 
we did were of Lord and Lady Harewell. They 
had five sons and five daughters. I did the five 
daughters using a gold wax-crayon on dark 
black paper. 

Soon it was the end of the day. It was time for 
the last service. The last service was time to say 
good-bye to the Abbot and he lit a candle for 
the last candle for the last service. The thing 
that I enjoyed the most was the bell ringing. I 
learned that being monks and nuns was good 
fun. 

Kashee Mistry 

Wenceslas Play 
Report 
I came rushing out of school on Friday to tell 
Mum the brilliant news: I had got a part in the 
Christmas Play. Three of us had talking parts 
William Jervis (Christopher), Scarlet O'Malley 

fortunately we had the Half Term holiday to 

(Haornllyo) uarnpdamase.  (Mirek). We had a lot to do. But 

We were not the only ones with work to do. 
Everybody in J2 was involved with singing and 
the Hand Bell Group had their music to learn. 
Mrs. Barralet had already spent a long time 
writing the play and adapting the music. 

\ vVeentwveery  re wveeryll.  nervous at our first rehearsal. 
Fortunately, I remembered my words without 
any mistakes, faults or fumbles and I thought it 

ome of my friends offered to help me learn my 
art during break times, which was extremely 
Ind, and made a huge difference. 

There were several rehearsals and we gradually 
improved. We were beginning to remember the 
words of the songs and starting to put some 
expression into our lines. The soloists (Eve 
Collier and Shona Eaton) were very impressive 
right from the start. 

Before we knew it, we were having a dress 
rehearsal. This was really exciting because the 
costumes were fantastic. Colourful robes for 
me, brown tunic for William, blue dress for 
Scarlet, frilly blouse and flowing skirt for Eve, 
bright sashes for the Bohemian boys and 
blouses for the girls. We all looked amazing, but 
this time I forgot some words. More practise 
required! 

At last, the big day arrived and we were tingling 
with excitement and fear. Parents, teachers and 
pupils started filling up the Chapel and I began 
to realise just how many people would be there. 
I paced up and down, trying to concentrate on 
remembering my words. Would anything go 
wrong? 

I lay down behind the drama blocks and waited 
for the Hand Bells to play Good King Wenceslas. 
This was it! 

I needn't have worried. As soon as I had my cue 
to enter, everything seemed to go without any 
problems. We all remembered our lines, the 
singing was perfect and Eve made a very 
convincing old Granny Ludmila! 

I can't really explain how I felt afterwards, 
except that I was extremely happy. The hard 
work suddenly seemed worthwhile. 

Thank you to everyone who was involved. It was 
one of the best experiences of my life! 

Joe Wright 12E3 
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Our Trip to PGL 
Finally the day that all the J3s had been waiting 
for had arrived! On Friday 15th of April all of J3 
went to the P.G.L centre at Boreatton Park. This 
is a place near Shrewsbury where children have 
a chance to do loads of great activities; some 
that we didn't even know existed! After about 
an hour and a half the coach finally arrived at 
what would be our home for the next couple of 
days.As we clambered out everyone was almost 
bursting with excitement. Everywhere we 
looked we could see lush green fields and the 
log cabins we were going to be sleeping in. 

We were soon shown to our cabins and given 
half an hour to unpack and get settled. Each 
cabin had two or three bunk beds and a small 
bathroom. A travel brochure would have 
described it as 'cosy'. Once we were sorted we 
went into the hall and played the Captain 
Underpants game [We can't tell you what this is 
because it must kept secret from the J2s for 
next year], but we can tell you it was fun and a 
very unusual way to practise a fire drill. We also 
had a guided tour of the site with our Groupies, 
Natalie and Lewis, who were looking after us for 
the weekend. 

Afterwards we were split into two groups and 
ushered off to lunch. We were then brought to 
our first activity, which was either climbing or 
going to a place called Puzzle Park which very 
much tested our team work. Even though we 
got to do both, we preferred climbing because if 
you got to the top you could see for miles. 

After dinner we were given some free time in 
our cabins and then everyone went to the 
evening entertainment - an 'egg protector' 
competition. We all sat in our groups and 
participated in races, which, depending on how 
well we did, awarded us with points. The points 
gained us some objects to protect our egg, like 
a bin bag, a polystyrene cup and some tissue 
paper. Each team worked to make something to 
protect their egg. Unfortunately our egg 
smashed! It was great fun and with a feast 
bought earlier from the tuck shop we snuggled 
down for a peaceful night NOT! 

The next day we all woke up bright and very 
early ready for another fun packed day. The 
weather was miserable but we certainly weren't. 
Some people seemed more excited about the 
tuck shop than the activities, but we couldn't 
wait to find out what we were doing next. It 
turned out that our group was doing kayaking 
first. Although many people wanted to capsize 
originally, after a quick feel of the freezing cold 
water, they soon changed their minds. It was 
great fun splashing around, but we were all 
thankful for a nice hot shower and a warm 
hearty lunch afterwards. 

The best activity of the day had to be Jacob's 
Ladder. This was a huge ladder made from large 
logs held together by thick wires.The steps were 
wide and got bigger each time, which made it 
really difficult to climb. It was formidable! We 



- Water Horse 
"Look what I've found!" shouted Kirstie, as she 

picked up a funny looking object and turned it 

over, whilst brushing off the sand. "Quick, come 

and look!" 

"What is it this time Kirstie? Another 

fascinating rock or some rare seaweed?" replied 

Simon sarcastically, as he sauntered over, 

kicking sand and gravel on his way. He came 

over and crouched down, level with Kirstie, then 

snatched if off her. 

"No, it's better than that Simon. It looks like a 

dogfish's egg capsule but it's the size of a biscuit 

tin," responded Kirstie, a little hurt by Simon's 

response. 

"Oh! We get them washed up all the time here," 

said Simon, examining it in his hands, stripping 

off the seaweed to get a better look. "It doesn't 

look like much and anyway where did you find 

it?" 

Kristie snatched it back and replied, "I found it 

here, on the sand like this." Kirstie laid it down 

on the sand to show how she had found the 

object. "I think it could be an oversized dogfish 

egg capsule or something even more 

spectacular!" 

"Well [et's look more closely. It could be a 

mermaid's case but I don't think so. It is 

massive and inside it is all foggy, so we can't see 

inside. So let's look on the outside. It's all 

thorny on the egg capsule but the top part looks 

like seaweed and it's really slippery like a bar of 

soap in a bathtub," Simon said, examining it 
even more closely. 

"It also has a bit of slime over it and the bottom 

part is pointed," Kirstie told Simon. 

Next we watched Phil shear a sheep. I always 

thought sheep shearing was cruel, but I learnt 

that if a sheep gets lots of wool on it and it is 

outside in the rain, the wool can get so heavy 

that it weighs the sheep down. This means that 

it cannot get up and crows can pick its eyes out! 

When Phil had sheared all the wool off the 

sheep, he weighed it — it was 1.7 kilograms. Jane 

then showed us a lamb that had recently been 

born and some rams. 

After that we went and saw some cows.We had 

to be quiet so that we did not scare them. These 

cows were beef cattle not dairy. Lots of them 

were pregnant. There were also two shire horses 

in the field. 

some gorgeous, cute chicks that were only two 

days old. Gladly the other class had something 

to do — they had to guess what the animal 

passport was and what it was used for. 

After a while we went back to the coach, but it 

had gone and left us stranded, so we were 

allowed to go on the play area. Yippee!! 

Finally, three minibuses and a small coach came 

to rescue us and took us safely back to school! 

Alex Marshall J1A and Elle Miles J1S 

Suddenly there was a CRACK and then another 
CRACK and then ...SQUEAK... 

Cameron Blake J3T 

I Visit to 
Umberslade 
Farm 
On Thursday 5th June all the J1s went on a visit 

to Umberslade Farm. It started off disastrously 

because the coach was late. So we played in the 

playground until 10:20 — nearly break time! 

When we finally arrived at the driveway leading 

down to the farm, the coach got stuck, so we 

got off and walked all the way down the drive! 

First we met Jane, our guide for the day and Phil, 

the sheep shearer. Jane took us to the Picnic 

Barn where we had our snack and drink. I had 

water and some chewy sweets called 'Shrimps' 

and chatted to Eloise and Anisah. 

Soon we walked down to a huge wheat field. 

Jane gave us some wheat to take back to school. 

We also talked about the hedges around the 

fields. Finally, that morning, we washed our 

hands with soap and then had our lunch — I had 

a ham roll, crisps, a chocolate bar and a drink. 

The first thing we did after lunch was go to the 

shop in groups. I took quite a while in the shop 

and eventually bought a box of putty, which I 

pretend is a diamond. 

Next, when everyone had been to the shop, we 

went to see the pigs. There were all kinds of pigs 

— piglets, in-between pigs and fully-grown pigs! 

Jane took hold of one of the piglets and it 

squealed as if it was suffocating! There was a 

lovely piglet that was a midnight black colour — 

I wanted to take it home and look after it! 

After that we all went to a muddy pond where 

we fed the geese with chunks of bread. One of 

the geese and a turkey were best friends and 

they lived together, away from all the others. 

Soon afterwards, we took it in turns to hold 
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had to work in groups of three to climb to the 

top, which meant we had to work as a team and 
help each other. A few people got to the top and 

were very pleased with themselves, especially 

Harriet, who climbed to the very top all by 

herself. Mrs Humphreys also reached the top, 

but Mr Mitchell didn't — girl power! 

After another tiring day, J3 went back to their 

cabins and put on some glamorous clothes, as 

we were meant to be having a disco, but instead 

our groupies held a 'Star Auction'. We were put 

into groups, then one member of the group was 

given a famous character, and the other 

members of the group had to find clothes and 

things in our cabins that we could use to make 

our team member look more like their 

character. This was really funny, as some of the 

boys had to dress up as Barbie, Britney Spears, 

Superman or Bratz. Mr Penney then set the 

characters some different tasks. These including 

singing and dancing. After each round a winner 

was chosen. Most people thought this evening 

was much better than a disco would have been, 

as we all had such a lot of fun together! As we 

went to bed, we were all exhausted and were 

soon asleep. 

On the final day the rain had eased and we were 

all looking forward to seeing our family again, 

but before that, we had some more exciting 

activities to conquer. First there was raft 

building where we had to rope blue barrels and 

logs together to make a raft. This made us use 

our teamwork skills again. We learnt how to tie 

knots by saying silly rhymes to help us 

remember what to do. We were each given a 

paddle and had to board, and get our raft to 

float on the lake. Then there were races, where 

each team had to paddle across the lake and 

find things of different colours to earn points. 

For each race, you won points, which gave you a 

head start in the final race. Luckily for our team, 

our raft stayed afloat and we were the only 

group where everyone stayed quite dry! We did 

splash each other, but the water was absolutely 

freezing! 

After another quick, hot shower we rushed to 
lunch, which was followed by our penultimate 

event... the challenge course. We had to get the 

whole team across, along and over a course of 

obstacles, which were very wet and muddy. As 

we trudged back muddy, wet, cold but still 

happy, we didn't think it could get better than 

that, but it did. 

Our final event was the giant swing, where we 

found a partner and were strapped into a hang-

gliding seat, and then our teammates pulled on 

a rope to get the swing up higher and higher. 

When the swing was at the top, we pulled a 

cord and dropped... Instead of falling in an arch 

like a normal swing, the giant swing dropped 

down as if there was nothing holding us, then 

picked us up and we soared higher than the 

trees. Our screams must have been heard miles 

away! This was Mrs Brough's favourite activity. 

After tea, when everyone was packed, it was 

time to say goodbye to PGL. We struggled with 

our bags and packed them into the coach. We 

were all tired, but not so tired that the coach 

was silent! No! It had been an amazing weekend 

and we wished we could have stayed, but it was 

great to see our parents again. It was definitely 

the highlight of the year for all the J3s. 

WE REALLY ENJOYED P.G.L. AND HOPE THAT 

NEXT YEAR THE J2'S HAVE AS MUCH FUN AS 

WE DID! 

Harriet Marshall and Oliver Daniels J3H 

The Angel Of 
Nitshill Road 
Mark clumsily shuffled to the school shop. As 

always it wasn't a brilliant day because Simon, 

the school bully, had taken some of his money. 
Mark was so unhappy that he decided to treat 

himself to a bar of delectable chocolate. Mark 

fumbled in his pocket and found a few coins 
that Simon hadn't taken. He counted the coins 

and swiftly put them back in his pocket. As he 

sauntered towards the door he tripped over his 

feet bumping into the pupil in front. They both 

collapsed on the floor and Mark lost his thick, 

nerdy glasses. Eventually he found them and 

stood up. "S-sorry to b-bump into you," 

stuttered Mark. 

A shadow loomed over Mark. "Hey, what you 

doing here shrimp?" barked Simon. 

"G-getting a ch-chocolate bar," whimpered 

Mark. 

"With what?" jeered Simon. 

"M-my money," snivelled Mark. 

"What money?" snapped Simon? "I didn't think 

you had any more. Hand it over." 

Grudgingly Mark fished into his pocket for the' 

last few remaining coins. With trembling hands, 

Mark handed the shiny coins over to Simon. 

"Next time give me it all!" ranted Simon, 

pushing to the front of the queue. Mark shuffled. 

miserably back to the playground. 

Charlotte, from J3, was at the front of the queue 

and witnessed the whole episode. Bullying really, 

made her angry. Something had to be done to 

stop Simon. "Excuse me but I was here first, 

you'll have to wait your turn," Charlotte sai& 

politely. 
"So what, who cares?" yelled Simon. 

"You don't scare me you big bully," retorted 

Charlotte. 

Simon was surprised that anyone, let alone a, 

girl, had stood up to him. Momentarily he was 

speechless. Charlotte took this opportunity and 

firmly asked Simon to give back all of Mark'5 

money immediately. After several minutes of 

heated discussion Simon reluctantly handed l 

 over the coins to Charlotte. He didn't want to'( 

 be in any more trouble with the headmaster 

Charlotte was ecstatic. She, who was a quiet, 

timid member of J3, had stood up to the bullyi 

Mark would be thrilled to have his money backl 

Harry Simmons J31 
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Sh( )na Eaton, Georgia Lovett and Claudia 

Par sons. Their score of 60 points was also good 

en( )ugh to take first place, a remarkable 

ac ievement, and some 70 points ahead of the 

sec ond place team and against schools with 

mu ch larger numbers to choose from. The boys' 

sec ond team came 6th and runners from .13, .12 

an( J1 all gained valuable experience for next 

yea rs effort. 

The Individual Trophy was won by Ryan Inman 

one Colours were awarded to:- Ryan Inman, 

Lev vis Cherry, Alex Clay, Conor Brown, George 

Sac ler, Thomas Vale, Charlotte Harland, Georgia 

Lo\,  ett, Amelia Woolley, Lydia Jackson and Laura 

Dat 

Nimming 
Frie ay night Swimming Club started in the first 

we ek of the Christmas term, with Wednesday 

MO rning training starting in the Easter term. 

Int( N--form, Inter-Year, Boys V Girls and a match 

agz inst the Senior School provided the 

COr npetition after half term, with a strong squad 

of )oth boys and girls emerging. Club swimmers 

wei e few and far between but the enthusiasm 

of some good School swimmers meant we 

COL id produce competitive teams at all age 
gro ups. 

he Easter team, we took a mixed team of 
s and girls to St Martins School, a boys' and 
s' relay team to Bromsgrove and hosted a 
y gala against Balsall Common which 
Dived over 50 swimmers. In the National 
ay Competition the Boys medley team 
shed third, needing to be in the top two to 
lify for the National Finals, and the Girls' 
2style team also finished third. 
qualifications in the girls' medley and boys' 
style denied us possible third place finishes 
hese events as well, with our inexperience of 
ng off blocks catching us out. Matthew 
gent and Joe Price led the way for the boys' 
m but they were well supported by a strong 
quad of Stephen Gnyla, Cameron McPheely, 
Orme and Edward Price.Alex Levey was the 

ool Swimming captain, with Charlotte 
land, Amelia Woolley and Laura Daglish all 
llenging for places in the squad, which was 
in well supported by younger swimmers 
h as Amy Lewis, Shona Eaton and Abigail 
-nphreys, who should form the basis of a 
d team next year. 

mming sports was, as usual, a noisy and 
petitive occasion, with 41 events allowing 

ry boy and girls in the school to take part. 
ords were set by George Armstrong in the J1 
style, Abigail Humphreys in the J2 freestyle 
J2 butterfly, Amy Lewis in the J3 Backstroke, 
na Eaton in the J3 Breaststroke, Megan 
:kell in the one length J4 Backstroke and by 
ldsor in the J2 freestyle relay. Eventually, 
idsor repeated their Sports day success by 
shing in first place. Charlotte Harland won a 
y competitive Butterfly race, Matthew 
gent took the J4 freestyle, Amelia Woolley 

the J4 Breaststroke and Thomas Vale the J4 
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Junior School 
Games Report 
The variety, success and participation in Junior 

School Games has remained as strong as ever 

this year, with 36 teams representing the school 

in a total of nine different sports. A five day 

period, during the summer term, saw Junior 

School boys and girls involved in football, 

swimming, cricket and athletics matches, nine 

different sports practices and even ten 

swimmers doing a mile each before breakfast! 

None of this activity could take place without 

members of the Junior School staff, who give up 

a large amount of time in coaching, umpiring 

and organising such a wide range of sporting 

activity. Our pitches, squares, pits and track are 

all carefully prepared by Mr Brotherhood and his 

grounds staff and Mrs Clarke, in the Junior 

School Office, seems to spend most of her time 

preparing fixture lists and programmes of one 

sporting kind or another. However, it is the 

enthusiasm of the boys and girls that provides 

the energy for our activities. Some may not 

appear to be as enthusiastic as others, but a 

close look at the Sport's Day photographs show 

that, when the starter's gun goes off, they are as 

keen as anyone! 

Boys' Football 
With fewer boys playing less football than ever, 

it was always going to be difficult to repeat the 

success of previous years, but the A team rose 

to the challenge and finished as runners-up in 

the Borough A league competition, semi-

finalists in the Borough 4-a-side, third in the 

Borough 6-a-side and quarter finalists in the 

Police Cup, with further progress being 

submerged under a stream of athletic, cricket, 

tennis and swimming fixtures in the summer 

term. How a competition which starts in 
September is not finalised before the middle of 

July is difficult to understand. Goal-keeping 

duties were shared between Joe Price and 

Anthony Szarmach. Defenders, Lewis Cherry, 

Conor Brown and Nick Starkey often had their 

work cut out against bigger and faster 

opponents but they were well supported from 

midfield by George Saddler, Edward Price and 

Kunal Maini, whilst Jack Hines upfront showed 

his ability to hold up the ball and bring others 

into play. 

The B team, led by Luke Hoey, more often than 

not, found themselves playing against A team 

opposition in our friendly matches, but they 

scored fifty goals and only lost seven of their 

thirty one games. 

The Under 10 team enjoyed a successful season 

and, with the return of Edward Price, who played 

much of his football in the A team, should give 

a good account of themselves next year. The 

Under 9 team shows promise and produced an 

encouraging set of results, often against much 

older opposition. The Under 8 team made good 

progress and are slowly developing into a useful 

team. As always, it is the competition provided 

by B and C teams which keeps the A team 

standard up and there remains no shortage of 

volunteers to make up these teams, even when 

they know they will often be playing against 

older and more experienced opposition. A total 

of 121 matches were played during the season, 

shared between 10 teams. 52 games were won, 

44 lost and 25 drawn. 186 goals were scored 

and 150 conceded. On behalf of all the teams I 

would like to thank all the parents for 

supporting on the touch line, delivering boys to 

matches and getting the kit cleaned if it ever 

came home! 

Colours were awarded to:- 

Lewis Cherry, Anthony Szarmach, Joe Price, 

Nick Starkey, Conor Brown, George Sadler, 

Kunal Maini, Jack Hines and Luke Hoey. 

Girls Football 
The girls' football season started in September 

and finally ended with defeat in the semi-final 

of the Police Cup at the end of June. For the first 

time, we were able to field four teams, with over 

30 girls attending Wednesday evening training. 

The 'A' team, which mainly consisted of a 

majority of J3 girls, also came third in the 

Borough Cup competition and were runners up 

in the Borough 4-a-side final, having played a 

semi-final which went to extra-time and two 

periods of sudden death. Whilst the team will 

miss the pace of Charlotte Harland and the ag-

round contribution of Laura Daglish, Shona 

Eaton, Georgina Jones, Amy Lewis, Emma 

Whitfield and Leticia Salmon remain to form 

the nucleus of next year's team.The B, Under 10 

and Under 9 / Under 8 teams all gained valuable 

experience playing against either older or more 

experienced teams and a measure of their 

improvement came in the series of matches 

against St Alphege when, having conceded 33 

goals in October they reduced this to 14 in 

March. The A team played 31 matches, winning 

19, losing 7 and drawing 5. Of these 7 matches 

only 3 were outdoor. The team scored 60 goals 

out of total of 78 and we finished the season, 

remarkably, conceding the exact same total — 

must start playing six at the back! 

Colours were awarded to:- Laura Daglish, 

Charlotte Harland, Zeena Ismail, Megan Seickell, 

Lydia Jackson and Amelia Woolley. 

Cross Country 
Eight teams of 2 boys and 2 girls took part ir 

the Borough Cross Country Relay competition 

held at the Old Sils ground in October. The 

inter-form competitions, won by J3H and J2D 

respectively, produced a squad of thirty two 

runners who each had to run a lap of a 1000rn 

course before handing a baton on to the next 

runner. The various combinations of girl, boy. 

girl, boy or girl, girl, boy, boy were all discussed 

with different teams opting for different tactics 

Finally, the A team of Charlotte Harland 

Georgina Jones, George Sadler and Ryan Inmar 

won the competition for the first time 

following the introduction of the girls three 

years ago. Junior School teams also finished 4th 

7th, 9th, 19th, 22nd, 29th and 33rd out of a 

total of 25 teams. With several runners from J' 

taking part, the successful future of Cros 

Country in the Junior School looks safe. 

This was reflected in the boys and girls tearr 

competition held in March.Training started wit[ 

the House Competition, won by Jago in J3/JI 

and Shenstone in J1/J2. This was followed by 

series of runs, involving 40 runners, entitled "I 
Walk in the Park", which saw Yusuf Khan' 

Cheema's shoe disappear for ever into the mud 

The Boys A team of Ryan Inman, Lewis Cherr) 

Alex Clay, Conor Brown, George Sadler an( 

Thomas Vale finished in first place with a tota 

of only 33 points, our second best score ever 

The 2000m course was also run by the girls 

team of Charlotte Harland, Georgina Jones 

Amelia Woolley, Lydia Jackson, Laura Daglish 

Backstroke. 111 personal best times were 
recorded during the afternoon! 

On open day 30 swimmers turned up for the 
traditional distance swimming event. 3,636 
lengths were swum, and nine children 
completed the 5000m course. One of these was 
Charlotte Harland, who, in the summer term, 
set the girls record in the 5000m challenge on 
the track. 

5000m — S. Eaton, F. Fogarty, C. Harland, 
K. Lawrence, A. Levey, B. Osborne, H. Owen, 
J. Price, A. Woolley. 

4000m — C. McPheely 

3000m — A. Beaumont, R. Bradley, N. Chitty, 
C. Clay, G. Lawrence, C. Morgan, E. Price. 

2000m — J. Cox, H. Harris, A. Humphreys, 
H. Krober, L. McStay, G. Sadler. 

1 Mile —W. Jervis, M. Lawrence, H. Piggin. 

1500m — 

1000m — C. McStay 

800m — R. Monkhouse, I. Serie. 

Swimming colours are awarded to:- 
Matthew Sargent, Richard Bradley, Joe Price, 
Alex Levey, Charlotte Harland, Amelia Woolley, 
Laura Daglish and Jess Lawton. 

Athletics 
Having tested the waters last season by taking 
part in a match against Senior School 
opposition, we entered both boys and girls 
teams this year in a series of meetings 
organised by Mr Leonard in the Senior School. 
These competitions allowed our athletes to gain 
valuable experience, both by testing themselves 
against older opposition and by being able to 
get used to the Norman Green Athletics Track, 
where the Borough Sports would be held later in 
the season. 

The girls' team were first out of the blocks, with 
matches against out Senior School, Bablake, 
RGS Worcester, Arden and St Martin's Senior 
School. Some excellent time and distances were 
achieved and confidence grew. Charlotte 
Harland demonstrated her potential at both 
track and field, which eventually saw her hold 
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the Junior School records at 75m, 100m, 200m, 
400m, High Jump and even 5000m! 

The boys team demonstrated strength in depth 
at both U11 and U12 age groups, in matches 
against the Senior School, Arden, Aston, Camp 

Bablake, King Henry VIII, Tudor Grange and 
St Peters. Whilst we obviously struggled in the 
sprints, the relay teams improved and some 
excellent times were achieved, with Thomas 
Vale, Ben Levett-Dunn, Matthew Sargent and 
Edward Price all achieving personal bests. In the 
400m, 800m and 1500m we were much more 
competitive with Alex Clay, George Sadler, Lewis 
Cherry and Ryan Inman all showing themselves 
capable of beating older opposition. Joe Price 
and Harry Owen were competitive in the High 
Jump and a number of Long and Triple jumpers 
lined up to set good distances. Charlie Hadley 
and Jonathon Shiels, from J2, found themselves 
competing, and doing well, against boys up to 
four years older than themselves. 

With boys and girls now running 400m, 800, 
and 1500m, records were set and broken almost 
at will. Alex Clay 400m, George Sadler 1500m, 
Ryan Inman1500m , Charlotte Harland 400m, 
Georgina Jones 800m and Lewis Cherry 1500m 
all established new records or massive PB's. It is 
interesting to note that the strength of middle 
distance running was built around athletes with 
a football fitness background. 

This experience, fitness and competitiveness 
was much in evidence on Sports Day. In the 
Field Events, Charlotte Harland won the High 
Jump with a very impressive 1.29m and later 
went on to take the 100m and 200m in record 
times as well as anchoring the Shenstone's win 
in the 4x100m relay. Windsor eventually 
emerged as the clear winners with Jago second, 
Pole just ahead of Shenstone in third and 
Fetherstone fifth. New records were set by Jago 
in the J3 4x100m, Charlotte Harland High Jump, 
100m and 200m, Harriet Marshall J3 55m 
Hurdles, Georgina Jones 800m, Rebecca 
Monkhouse J1 200m and Maxine Perroni-Scharf 
in the J2 Long Jump. Whilst it has always been 
easier for the girls to break records, some of the 
present ones wilt stand for a very long time to 
come. With 60 track events, no rain, the gun 
working properly and a large number of very 
competitive races, the afternoon was enjoyed 
by parents and competitors alike. 

The Borough Sports took place the following 
week and began well with all four relay teams 



qualifying for the finals, Harry Owen winning 
the High Jump, Georgina Jones and Ryan Inman 
qualifying for the 800m finals, Amy Lewis came 
4th in the rounder's ball, Charlie Hadley came 
3rd in the Long Jump and Harriet Marshall, 
Emma Whitfield and Jonathon Shiels also 
scoring points in the High Jump, Long Jump and 
Cricket ball respectively. 

The Finals night also started well, with Georgina 
Jones winning the 800m in 2.51mins from the 
front, Ryan Inman dipping on the line to win a 
super-fast boys 800m in 2.33mins — just 3 
seconds outside the school record. Anthony 
Szarmach won the cricket ball, Charlotte 
Harland won the 100m, the J3 Boys were 
caught on the line to finish second in the relay, 
the J4 girls dropped the baton and still finished 
6th, the J3 girls exceeded all expectations to 
finish 3rd in their relay and the J4 boys, having 
made a last minute change to their line up, 
finished a creditable 7th. Ben Levett-Dunn, 
Thomas Vale and Shona Eaton all scored points 
in the sprints. Megan Seickell came 4th in the 
Long Jump, Amelia Woolley 5th in the High 
Jump and Laura Daglish came 4th in the 
Throwing. Joe Price came 5th in the High Jump. 
We finished with over 100 points, some 30 
ahead of second place to win the Overall Cup, 
The Director's Cup and the Boys' Overall Shield. 
The girls were runners up for the second year, 
with the J4 girls scoring more points than the J4 
boys. This was an excellent team event with 
nearly all the squad producing points. Mention 
must be made of Charlie Morgan (J3) who had 
to run the J4 100m and reached the semi-finals 
and Jonathon Shiels, from J2, who had to run in 
the J4 relay team. 

During the second half of term a squad of 
volunteer runners from J1, J2, J3 and J4 began 
training for the 5000m Challenge.Three training 
sessions had to be done and this paid off as, on 
the day, Ryan Inman came in with a Junior 
School record time of 20m 37s and Charlotte 
Harland came in with a time of 23m 06s. At the 
end of a busy and productive athletics season, 
these times brought the total of new School 
and Sports Day records to a very impressive 21. 
Once again, it has to be said, that the sporting 
success of the Junior School is based on the 
numbers of boys and girls who are prepared to 
give up their time to practise before school, 
during break and lunch, after school and at the 
weekend. 

Athletics colours are awarded to:- Charlotte 
Harland, Georgia Lovett, Lydia Jackson, Zeena 
Ismail, Megan Seickell, Laura Daglish, Amelia 
Woolley, Ryan Inman, Joe Price, Thomas Vale, 
Anthony Szarmach, Matthew Sargent, George 
Sadler and Lewis Cherry. 

Softball Cricket 
A J3 boys team played in the Borough Softball 
cricket competition, held on our fields at the 
end of the summer term. The competition from 
seven other teams was strong and, although the 
team gained experience from match to match, 
they gave away their wickets too often with 
some poor running and miss-directed shots. It 
was however, good experience and some of the 
team should challenge for a place in the 
hardball team next year. 

Girls' cricket started after half term with 
practices after school and on a Saturday 
morning, in order to produce a team to take 
part in the Warwickshire competition, which 
eventually clashed with the concert rehearsal, 
and the borough softball competition. Here, the 
girls played three matches, winning one and 
losing two, one of which was by only 2 runs 
after being on course to win it.Wickets tumbled 
with great regularity and overs containing six 
wides were not uncommon but there were 
definite highlights. It was always going to be 
difficult to learn a new game in five weeks but 
the girls got to grips with the basics of running, 
calling, backing-up and fielding. Charlotte 
Harland and Laura Daglish scored over 100 runs 
between them, with Charlotte hitting 
(clubbing!) 31 runs in three overs. Amelia 
Woolley took two great catches and Alex Lavery 
took a wicket with, probably, her only straight 
Hall of the evening. 

Cricket colours went to :- Charlotte Harland, 
Laura Daglish, Jess Lawton, Annie Bewick, Lydia 
Jackson, Amelia Woolley, Alex Lavery and Zeena 
Ismail. 

Finally 
It is always interesting, frustrating, exciting and 
enjoyable when I look back over the year's 
sporting activity. Highs and lows in sport go 
hand in hand, with success and failure part of 
the package. Team work and individual talent 
producing memorable moments on the pitch, in 
the pool and at the track, after, seemingly 
endless practices, will always be a strength of 
Junior School Sport but, often, it is as enjoyable 
to report on less high profile events, such as 
Laura Mannion setting the Junior School 
skipping record of 153 skips in 60 seconds. (You 
try it!) A final, very big thank you to all the boys, 
girls and staff involved in our sporting activities 
and it all starts again in September! 

Mr U Thomas 

The Inter-House 
Competition 
2007-2008 
Winners 
J3/J4 Outdoor Football 

	
Fetherston 

J3/J4 Indoor Football 
	

Pole 

J11J2 Outdoor Football 
	

Windsor 

J11J2 Indoor Football 
	

Windsor 

J3/J4 Cross Country 
	

Jago 

J1/J2 Cross Country 
	

Shenstone 

J3/ J4 Tennis 
	

Pole and Jago 

J3/J4 Cricket 
	

Pole 

J3/J4 Girls Hockey 
	

Pole 

J3/J4 Girls Netball 
	

Windsor 

Athletics Sports Day 
	

Windsor 

Swimming Sports day 
	

Windsor 

Singing 
	

Jago 

General Knowledge Quiz Fetherston 

Overall Result 

1st 	Pole 	 106 points 

2nd 	Jago 	 101 points 

3rd 	Windsor 	95 points 

4th 	Fetherston 	80 points 

5th 	Shenstone 	68 points 

Ischool 
!Chapel 
'Sermon  for Blessing  of 

ggan 
From time to time many thinking people have 

given at least fleeting accommodation to the idea 

of the end of the world. This may be partly due to 

the blunt fact that the means of destruction by 

nuclear power are available. This seems to have a 

bearing on a question which has been raised in 

connection with it. Will the end come about with 

a bang or a whimper? Will the conclusion of Life as 

we know it explode with some gigantic cataclysm, 

or will the earth gradually cool down to a point 

where it is incapable of supporting life any longer? 

The Book of Psalms is a very comprehensive 

mirror of life as most people experience it. It 

reflects many facets. There is joy and sorrow, 

pleasure and pain, health and sickness. There is 

shouting and whispering, feasting and starving, 

dancing and mourning, merriment and misery.We 

find cursing in the Psalms. There is fear and 

fortitude; failure and success; doubt and faith; 

crying and laughing. The Psalter is a fantastic 

looking-glass of what it is like to be a human 

being and a child of God. 

And how does this anthology of spiritual songs 

end? How does the collection work up to number 

150? Is it with a whimper? Does the Psalter die 

away like a battery running down? It does not! It 
gathers momentum piling Alleluias till the full 

orchestra is at it — all but outbursting itself in the 
final verse of all —'Let everything that hath breath: 
praise the Lord.' Eight groups of musical 

instruments are lined up for this. What a sight! 

What a sound! What a stupendous climax! 

The organ has always been considered the king of 

musical instruments, because it takes up all the 

sounds of creation — and like the Psalter gives 

resonance to the fullness of human sentiments. 

And, by transcending the merely human sphere, as 

all music of quality does, it evokes the divine. The 

organ's great range of timbre, from piano through 

to a thundering fortissimo, makes it an instrument 

superior to all others. It is capable of echoing and 

expressing all the experiences of human life. The 

manifold possibilities of the organ in some way 

remind us of the immensity and magnificence of 
God. 

Psalm 150, then, reminds us of the scope of the 
organ: of trumpets, flutes, harps, zithers, cymbals 

and drums. All these sounds (and more) are called 

to contribute to the praise of Almighty God. 

To everyone bewildered by the batterings of life 

the Psalter cries aloud — 'My friends, this is not all. 

At the end of the tunnel there is light. We are not 

marching down to darkness. We are marching up 

to glory.' The full orchestra, the full organ blazons 

forth this message. If only we would believe it! 

But what of the here and now? Is there no glory, 

no satisfaction, no sense of fulfilment to be 

experienced in this life? Must every step of the 

way be stamped with the ordinary, the 

commonplace, and the disappointing? I do not 

think so. We shall not, however, glimpse the glory 

if we set ourselves in the centre of our own well-

being and forget God. 

The BBC once produced a television series based 

on Cronin's novel, 'The Citadel'. It was about a 

newly qualified doctor called Manson, whose 

professional career in South Wales and London 

began dreadfully. He was a competent 

practitioner, even with a touch of genius. 

The dreadful early years, however, were not 

caused so much by the toughness of the 

conditions under which he had to work, as by his 

obsession, 'I want to be a good doctor'. It was 

himself, his research, his career that filled his 

picture, not the sick and suffering, skilled as he 

was with them. 

Far from bringing the deep satisfaction the 

healing ministry might be expected to bring, 

however, he ruined his home life and made 
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himself miserable. He had not learned how 

impossible it is to catch any glimpse of the glory 

of life when the self is placed at the centre, even 

if the self is a genius. The shine on life - call it 

'glory' if you like - only comes as we subordinate 

ourselves to a consideration of others outside 

ourselves and to the Great Other who is God. 

Come back to the orchestra. What use is the 

flautist who in a performance concerns himself 

only to show off his own individual skill, regardless 

of what relation it bears to the work of the whole? 

If we reckon it does not matter what harmony we 

ruin in seeking our own individual gain, we have 

made a vast mistake. That way brings no glory in 

life at all. 

The first reading — one of the canticles set for 

Evening Prayer says it all: 

ChristJesus was in the form of God: 

But he did not cling to equality with God. 

He emptied himself taking the form of a 
servant... 

Being found in human form he humbled himself 

And became obedient unto death even death 
on a cross. 

Therefore God has highly exalted him. 

Therein lies the secret. Glory is glimpsed in this 

life now, when we put God first, and neighbour 

next and self last. It is to this elevation of God and 

harmony with our fellow sisters and brothers that 

Psalm 150 calls us before we close the book. 

When we glorify God together we catch a glimpse 

of the glory of human life in the here and now. 

This leads on to our acts of worship in our 

churches. There ought always to be a touch of 

glory about them. 

Perhaps no branch of the Christian Church has 

caught this truth about the significance of glory in 

worship as the Orthodox Church — all the more 

significant because it so frequently has to 

minister in lands where life is hard and the 

Christian witness difficult. 
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The critic who sees in the midst of poverty only 

the gorgeous vestments and the priceless icons 

has missed the meaning. Those things are a 

confession of faith. They point, in the midst of a 
drab world where persecution is possible, to a 

belief in a glory to come — even more — to a glory 

which can be glimpsed now whenever people 

come together to offer united praise to God. '0 

Praise God in his holiness: praise him in the 

firmament of his power...Let everything that hath 

breath praise the Lord.' 

Some forms of Christian worship are not strong in 

praise. The singing is lifeless, the reading dull, the 

building drab. This is a poor witness to the Gospel 

of Salvation. Pedestrian worship indicates a 
pedestrian faith. Buoyant worship indicates a faith 

full of hope and joy and expectancy. You can 

estimate what a congregation believes by noting 

the building where it gathers and the style of its 

worship, just as you can judge the character of a 

family by visiting the house where it passes its 

time. Every place of Christian worship ought to be 

asked this question; on entering this place, what 

would outsiders judge us to believe and be about? 

Thankfully we have taken stock and begun to 

address the issue here with the restoration of our 

pipe organ. Pope Benedict 16 recently blessed a 

new pipe organ in Bavaria and of the importance 

of that brand new instrument he said this: 

"Music and song are more than an embellishment 

of worship; they are themselves part of the 

liturgical action. Solemn sacred music, with choir, 

organ and the singing of the people, is not an 

addition of sorts that frames the liturgy and 

makes it more pleasing, but an important means 

of active participation in the divine." 

Could there be any doubt that the Psalmist did 

not share the same belief? He will not let us close 

the Psalter until he has cried: 'Before you go, listen 

to this.' And the full organ is ablaze — and a burst 

of song where everyone wants to dance in the 

aisles. 

'Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord.' 

What a testimony. What a faith! 

Canon Andrew Hutchinson 

The Chapel Organ 
The present organ has been a prominent and 

important part of the chapel worship for over 40 
years, enabling the school to help nurture the 

skills of many talented young organists. In this 

time the school has been thrust to the forefront 

of the Independent Schools sector through the 

achievements of these organists in the Royal 

College of Organists examinations and 

appointments as organ scholar to prestigious 

Oxbridge colleges such as King's College 

Cambridge, Christ Church and New College 

Oxford, to name but a few. 

Having gained such an enviable reputation 

nationally through the chapel music and 

particularly the organ, it came as quite a surprise 

to see how poor the quality and state of the 

instrument was during my interview almost 25 

years ago. Despite numerous attempts to have 

the problems rectified in this time the organ was 

allowed to slowly disintegrate almost to a state of 

disrepair. In the end playing the instrument was 

like driving a car with 'dodgy' brakes and a sticking 

accelerator, which as you can imagine made it an 

extremely unnerving experience on occasions! 

Fortunately for the chapel, an ex-pupil and highly 

regarded Cathedral Organist, Paul Hale came to 

play the organ a few years ago for an ex-

headmaster's memorial service. His surprise at the 

state of the instrument gave the necessary 

impetus for the problem to be faced head on. 

Thanks to the Headmaster's full awareness of our 

predicament and Paul Hale's experience in dealing 

with such situations, the school governors were 

persuaded to give the go ahead for the organ's 

long awaited rebuild. 

The work was entrusted to the internationally 

renowned organ builders, Nicholson & Company 

Ltd. Dismantling of the organ was started in July 

2007 and so by the beginning of this academic 

year (2007-8) we were faced with an empty 

organ chamber and an electronic organ for the 

next two terms. Although unrewarding to play, it 

served its purpose as a 'stop gap' instrument as we 

all persevered and survived the experience! The 

beginning of the Easter Term saw the chapel 

transformed as the builders had returned with 

scaffolding erected, trays of pipes and the 

numerous sophisticated parts to the organ'! 

structure laid out at the back of the building. 

Thankfully, all of the bellows, windchests 

soundboards, pipes and action were installed 1:1) 

the end of the Easter holiday which just left the 

painstaking task of revoicing the 2,500 pipes. ThE 
work was finally completed just before the 

summer half term holiday to the delight of bot 

myself and the choir. To say it was refreshing tc 

hear a real pipe organ again as opposed to the 

synthetic substitute was an understatement 

Considering the quality of the original instrumen! 

the organ builders, particularly the organ voicers 

have done a miraculous job, transforming II 

almost out of all recognition. We now have ar 

organ to be proud of and one that wil 

undoubtedly inspire many of our capable pupils tc 

take up the 'King of Instruments'. 

To celebrate the rebuilding of the organ thE 

school organised a series of recitals featurini 

three eminent Old-Silhillians, David Briggs, Johr 

Butt and Paul Hale. The inaugural recital, wa! 

given on Monday, 9th June 2008 by the world. 

renowned organist, David Briggs who gave 

thoroughly entertaining program to a packe( 

house. To end the first half of the recital, thE 

Chapel Choir performed his anthem, '0 sing untc 

the Lord a new song', commissioned specially fo 

the occasion and given its world premier durini 

Choral Evensong the night before. David ende( 

with one of his typically flamboyant and virtuosi( 

improvisations, underlining his status as one 0 

the leading improvisers around today. 

My thanks go to the Headmaster, Paul Hale, th 

Bursar and the Governors for making this wholi 

project possible as well as ensuring the long tern 

future of our enviable tradition here in the chapel 

Special thanks also go the Parents' Association 

who through their generosity, have provided Li` 

with a brand new Tuba stop. Being the loudest an( 

most thrilling sound on the organ, this trumpe 

stop will stand as a fine monument to thi 

excellent work the PA have done for this schoo 

and particularly the chapel. 

Mr P j Irvin 

Community Service 
The Community Service programme has 

continued to flourish under the guidance of 

Miss Pike and Father Andrew. Many have visited 

local schools, enriching the academic and social 

development of children. A number of sixth 

form students have made significant 

contributions to the locality having visited the 

elderly on a regular basis, engaging themselves 

in gardening and household chores. A large 

number of the elderly visited chapel for the 

Harvest Festival and received food parcels. 

Many were able to attend our Festival of Nine 

Lessons and Carols at Christmas. 

One of our students, Alexander Hurst, has 

reflected upon his experience and participation 

in community service: 

When, two years ago, the Chaplain asked me to 
help a retired parishioner as part of the 
community service section of my Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh Award, I was unsure whether I would 
be equal to the task. I suppose that we wouldn't 
be human if we didn't stereotype, but when it 
came to Mary Williams, my visions of brown 
cardies and interminable cups of tea were 
completely misplaced. I am enormously thankful 
that I chose to take the Chaplain up on his offer — 
it has been a fascinating and enjoyable two years. 

I've been going to see Mary Williams, who lives in 
Deerhurst Court, the sheltered accommodation 
Opposite school on the Warwick Road, for the 
past eight terms. I help her primarily with all 
things computer-related, but also with odd jobs 
about her flat. However, it would be wrong to 
think that this relationship has been solely about 
me helping her — it has been mutually enriching. 
Mary was among the first female undergraduates 
to have their degrees certificated by the 
University of Cambridge, graduating with a 

degree in Part I Natural Sciences and Part II 
Theology. She has travelled the world, worked as 
a religious studies teacher and is currently 
negotiating publication of a bible-studies 
course, which she has written. Our conversations 
have been eclectic to say the least, but have 
always been intellectually stimulating and I will 
miss her greatly as I leave for university. To 
anybody else interested in visiting a parishioner 
as part of community service, I would heartily 
recommend it! 

May I take this opportunity to thank all those 

who have engaged in the Community Service 

programme throughout the year. 

Canon Andrew Hutchinson 

Charity 2007 
As ever, Charity 2007 came round quickly at the 

beginning of the academic year and the Charity 

Committee, headed by Lorna O'Neil and 

Richard Brown of the UVI had their work cut out 

to emulate the success of previous years. Not 
ones to buck the trend in activities, the 

committee proceeded to revive all the usual 

favourites from Battle of the Bands to Staff 

Entertainment to ensure generous digging in 

pockets! As always, all pupils from the youngest 

in the Junior School to the oldest hands in the 

Sixth Form made their contribution, either by 

organising an event or spending copious 

amounts of cash to stuff themselves full of 

tasty treats or to watch ritual humiliation of 

staff in the karaoke. By far the biggest money-

spinner was the Staff Entertainment, raising an 

impressive £1131 and featuring the delights of 

MCs Perrins and Hughes and performances from 

Mr Cureton. This was closely followed by 'Battle 

of the Bands', finally won by 'Until our Day' in a 

tightly fought contest (and one that did not 

quite meet the musical tastes of the 

Headmaster) and staff vs. student sporting 

events. Car parking and the Charity Debate also 

made significant contributions to the pot and 

thanks must go to the staff and pupils who 

supported these, especially those taking place at 

the weekend. The Junior School alone raised a 

staggering £2323 from their food fest and 

copper run amongst other events. 

In addition to all the usual money making 

schemes, we once again supported the Acorns' 

Trust by filling charity bags full of jumble to be 

sold in their shops. It is fortunate that our 

unwanted goods are indeed desired by others, 

and thus our final total was boosted by a further 

£8820, having filled 588 bags worth 

approximately £15 each. 

It has been a great pleasure to have been 

involved in Charity at Solihull School over the 

last few years and Mr Farrington and myself 

wish our successors Miss Trim and Miss 

Dickinson and the students in the Sixth Form 

every success in organising even more 

successful events in the future. 

Miss F E Holden 

A 	The other charities to benefit from our 

donations this year were 'The Joshua 

Foundation', 'The British Red Cross' and 

'Caminul Felix', all of whom sent representatives 

to school to receive a cheque and tell us about 

their work. It was clear that our donations of 

£2250 each have gone to worthy causes and 

that our interest in these charities is much 

appreciated. A further donation of the same 

amount is yet to be made to 'National 

Children's' Homes'. 



Music 
Symphony Orchestra 

Music, when soft voices die 
Vibrates in the memory 
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Choral Society 
Choral Society is a choir that was created so 

that anyone in the school could come along and 
sing. This year, we have worked on and 
performed two huge choral works. Throughout 
the Christmas term we worked extremely hard 
on G.F. Handel's 'Messiah'. This exciting piece of 
music contained solos sung by Jackie Lewis, 
Georgina Rhodes, Clare Bovill, Alex Hurst, Jack 

I
Wilde and Alex Chadwick. All solos were 
performed with great confidence and skill, and 
of course were greatly enjoyed by all that 
attended our Christmas concert. 

Shelley may not have been thinking of 

Beethoven's Piano Concerto No.1 — but he had 

a point nevertheless. If there is one memory 

that audience and players alike will treasure, it is 

Alice Jackson's animated account of his Allegro 

con brio in the Summer Concert. As with other 

works from the period, it was written primarily 

for the composer to show their virtuosity at the 

keyboard, and it was testament to Alice's talents 

that she interpreted Beethoven's fire and 

passion so memorably. 

The Symphony Orchestra is more than just a 

foil for Beethoven's pianistic brilliance however, 

and we performed the famous Wedding March 

and Nocturne from Mendelssohn's Midsummer 

Night's Dream in the St Cecilia Concert. A 

hummable tune, but a technically difficult piece 

to pull off, the Symphony Orchestra played with 

great aplomb. 

It just remains to thank the irrepressible 

Stephen Perrins for his wit, energy and wisdom 

over the past year, and the UVI, including our 

leader, James Timperley, for all that they have 

done during their time here — they will be 

greatly missed. 

Alexander Hurst 

Concert Orchestra 
It has been another encouraging year for 

Concert Orchestra as the great dedication of its 

members shone through their desire for Friday's 

lunchtime special - chips! The first event of the 

year was the St Cecilia Concert, and the Bushel 

Hall was packed to hear our performance of 

Chorale: St Antoni by Haydn and Les 

Moissonneurs by Couperin, both arranged by 

David Stone. 

We practised hard for the popular Summer 

Concert and put our heart and soul into playing 

Polka from the Bartered Bride by Smetana. This 

went down fantastically well with our audience, 

and started a thoroughly enjoyable night in aid 

of the Tsz Fok Foundation. 

However, we could not achieve anything 

without two outstanding people - our glorious 

leader James Adie and the person who strives to 

keep us all in time, our conductor Helen Dolby. 

On behalf of the whole orchestra I would like to 

thank both of them for all of the hard work and 

commitment they have put into making us all 
that we could be. 

Our next challenge will be playing in next term's 

St Cecilia Concert, and we hope to see you all 
then. 

Hannah Smith 

Boys' Chapel Choir 
In this very challenging year, coping without the 

chapel organ for two terms due to its 

restoration, the chapel choir have managed to 

continue chapel services throughout, with a 

replacement electric organ.We had a number of 

highlights of the year, including the Advent 

Service, which included 'Bogoroditsye dyvo', 

sung in tricky Russian, along with 'Adam lay 

ybounden', both of which we sang in the two 

Festivals of Nine Lessons and Carols, the latter 

with a solo from Chris Troth one night, and Alex 

Hurst the other. Some other highlights of the 

evenings were 'Torches' and 'Riu riu chiu', which 

was in Spanish, with a solo from Sam Troth. 

Another excellent solo came later in the year 

from Ben Newman, in Dyson's 'Magnificat' in F. 

We were privileged this year by a visit from the 

new bishop of Birmingham, who came to 

confirm the confirmation candidates, with the 

choir singing 'Ireland in C' and 'Ave Verum' by 

Mawby. Pentecost saw the unveiling of the new 

organ, with Mr Irving putting it through its 

paces with Messiaen's powerful depiction of the 

Holy Spirit's power entering the upper room in 

Jerusalem. 

At the beginning of June, we were honoured to 

have David Briggs, the world-renowned organist 

and former Solihull School pupil, come to play, 

first in a Chapel service, then for a recital. We 

also sang the world premiere of the anthem he 

composed for the choir, '0 Sing unto the Lord a 

new song'. The following week saw us raising 

the roof with Marcel Dupre's incredible Laudate 

Dominum', adapted from two organ parts and 

which saw the choir and new organ at their best 

this year. The moving leavers' service saw the 

final service for three of our longest standing 

members, Chris Troth, Adam Massingberd-

Mundy, and Alex Hurst, who goes on to be a 

Choral Scholar at Trinity College, Cambridge; 

carrying on the long standing tradition of 

Oxbridge Choral and Organ scholars from the 

Chapel. They will be missed, but I have no doubt 

that we will be able to carry on our high 

standards next year. Thanks go to our 

choirmaster Mr Irving, and also to Miss Davies 

for their continued support and hard work. 

George Haynes 

Girls'  Chapel Choir 
It has been another busy year for the Girls' 

Chapel Choir and also a successful one.We tooI 

part in the services of Nine Lessons and Carob 

and thoroughly enjoyed the festive spirit. It wa! 

a real pleasure to sing in a full chapel and thE 

girls rose to the occasion. 

We have sung at many Sunday services and thE 

Confirmation service again this year. There werE 

ten candidates to be confirmed, of which I wa! 

one, and Bishop David of Birmingharr 

confirmed us. 

We perform many anthems and in June we werE 

privileged to sing a work composed for us b) 

one of Solihull Schools' past pupils, David Briggs 

at an organ recital to celebrate the return of thE 

refurbished Chapel organ. David now lives in thE 

USA but is Organist Emeritus at Glouceste: 

Cathedral where he directed the music for eigh: 

years. His anthem was a testing piece to learr 

and we worked hard. It was worth it as we sani 

well on the night of the recital and achieved ou 

goal to perform the piece as David had wanteE 

it to sound. It was a pleasure to sing with thE 

Chapel organ once again. 

We have to say goodbye to two girls this year 

our Head Chorister, Jaclyn Lewis and Deput) 

Head Chorister, Louise Leftwich. We are ai 

sorry to see them go but wish them the ver) 

best for the future and hope that they wil 

return to see us. On behalf of the choir I woulc 

like to thank our Choirmistress, Miss Pamelz 

Davies, and Choirmaster and organist, Mr Pete; 

Irving for all the time and hard work that the) 

have put into helping the Girls section of thE 

choir achieve such a high standard d 

performance. 

Julie Whitini 

This concert was made even more special 
because it included many well-known 
Christmas songs including, 'The Very Best Time 

of Year', 'Rudolf the Red-Nose Reindeer', 'White 
Christmas' and many more. This added a 
seasonal feel to the concert and our rendition of 
'The Twelve Days of Christmas' successfully got 

all audience members involved. 

The most exciting opportunity that the Choral 
Society brings, to those involved, is the 
opportunity to sing with a full orchestra. The 
sound of the orchestra really adds something 

special and it's amazing how professional the 
orchestra, made up of mainly pupils, sounds. 

When the Easter term began, Choral Society 
met on the first week to be greeted by a very 
excitable Mr Perrins who enthusiastically 
handed out scores to the next choral work the 
society would master, Schubert's 'Mass in G'. 
This work again had three fantastic soloists, 
Georgina Rhodes, Alex Hurst and Alex Chadwick. 

Although this was a much shorter work, the 
Mass was just as well received by our audience. 

Choral Society will always be a joy to be a part 
of, mainly because of Mr Stephen Perrins. This 
enthusiastic man manages to teach all the 
different parts to pupils and teachers who range 
from post grade 8 singers to people who cannot 
read music at all! More importantly he achieves 
this with a positive attitude that makes 
everyone smile. 

I can safely say on behalf of all members of the 
Upper Sixth who are moving on that we will all 
miss it a lot and have thoroughly enjoyed and 
learnt so much from Choral Society. 

Louise Leftwich 

Jazz Singers 
This academic year has seen the Jazz Singers 
working harder than ever to perform at both the 
St. Cecilia and the Summer Concerts. Every 
Monday morning, religiously, forty or so 

members of the Sixth Form have rehearsed 
medleys from Les Misérables and The Lion King 
under the watchful and ever eccentric eye of Mr. 
Perrins. The Jazz Singers benefited from extra 
musical accompaniment, namely Alice Jackson 
on the piano, two keyboards and percussionists 
in the all-singing-all-moving performance of 
The Lion King at the final summer concert as 
well as a moving rendition of You Raise Me Up. 

Soloists this year have appeared in the form of 
Adam Carver, Alex Chadwick, Alex Hurst, Adam 
Massingberd-Mundy, Jackie Lewis, Louise 
Leftwich, Nicola Foxwell, Georgie Rhodes & 
Frankie Rhodes. 

Adam Carver 

Big Band 
There has been a small but dedicated 'Big' Band 
this year. After the disappointment of being 
unable to perform in the St. Cecilia concert in 
the winter, we prepared for the Summer 
Concert. We performed three items, 'Over the 
Rainbow', 'Fly Me To The Moon' and 
'Summertime', which were warmly received. 
Leaving us this year are our dedicated trumpet 
player, Alex Chadwick, and Louise Leftwich on 
the Tenor Sax. However, there are plenty of 
young recruits coming through the ranks. Bring 
on next year! 

George Haynes 

Brass Band 
This is the second year that Brass Band has been 
running. It is for all brass players, from Thirds to 
Upper Sixth. Everyone has got on with each 
other well and it offers the chance to perform 
with some of the better players, including Head 
Boy, Alex Chadwick. 

This year has been thoroughly enjoyable and we 

have played in two concerts; the St Cecelia 
concert performing music from the film 
'Gladiator', and the Summer concert with a 
lesser known traditional march called 'Barnard 
Castle'. I personally enjoyed Gladiator because 

now I can play a tune that is in a famous film! 

There have been some amusing rehearsals along 
the way, for example, when we first played 
Barnard Castle a few of the musicians burst into 
laughter after a couple of bars, possibly because 
it sounded like a chaotic scramble, not a 
sophisticated march. We even had to play a 

concert with no conductor because Mr Johnson 
had to play tuba! 

I would like to thank Mr Johnson, who is 
unfortunately leaving. I will never forget that he 
supports Newcastle United because he often 
wears his beloved football team's tie. He has 
helped me improve on a personal level and the 

whole band has come on leaps and bounds. I 
hope Brass Band will continue because I have 
loved playing in it and I'm not alone. Thank you 
to everyone and especially to Mr Johnson, who 
will be missed. 

Jack Fowles 

Saxophony 
This has been an eventful year for Saxophony. 
We have played in several festivals including 
Dudley, Solihull, Northfield and Leamington. I 
can't remember a festival where we haven't 
come in first or second place. 

As Phillip Achille left us at the end of last year, 
we re-formed in September with one less 
player, feeling nervous about whether the 
success and quality of the group would be 
affected by our first alto and soprano player 
gone. 

Thankfully, Christa Greswold boosted our 
confidence quickly, taught us new pieces such 
as the favourite of this year "Chicago" which is 
a great piece of light jazz that Saxophony have 
performed at most of their concerts and 
festivals this year. 

We as a group performed at many PA events, 
and also a highlight of the year was playing at 
the Welsh choir concert, with special guest 
pianist, our very own Jill Godsall, who 
accompanied us wonderfully in our rendition of 
"Yakety Sax". 

Another great moment for us was performing in 
front of HRH Prince Edward to whom we 
presented one of our now famous CDs! 

A huge thank you must go to Christa Greswold 
whose time, effort and kindness makes the 
Saxophony a group of such a high standard. As 
I leave, I personally would like to say a huge 
thank you to George Haynes, Winston Yap, Tom 
Holden, Alistair Smith, David Comer, Andy 
Turner and Michael Delaney, who have all been 
an inspiration and great fun to work with. 

Louise Leftwich 
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Prague Concert Tour 
In July 2007 30 pupils travelled to Prague on a 

Concert Tour. Over the week we played 5 

concerts, with a huge variety of music, including 

a Wind Ensemble and a Saxophone Ensemble, a 

Flute Choir and a Vocal Group. We also had a 

number of soloists — in particular 

congratulations must go to Jack Wilde, Jackie 

Lewis, Adam Carver and Lucy Pickering. We 

frequently drew large crowds to a variety of 

prestigious venues across Prague, a testament 

to the amount and quality of work put in by all 

involved. 

Prague is a large and exciting city, and during 

the day when we were not performing or 

rehearsing we took some time to see the sights. 

Overall the tour was great fun for everyone 

involved, and a fantastic opportunity to play at 

a very high standard. Many thanks to Miss 

Davies and Mr Doyle for driving the instrument 

van 1000 miles each way, and to Mr Godfrey 

and Miss Bouckley for all their hard work 

organising the trip and the music. 

Andrew Turner 

Lower School Saxophone 
Group 
In Saxophone Group Miss Greswold leads the 
pack of us Saxophonists! The Lower School Sax 
Group performs in informal concerts and 
sometimes in larger concerts too. In one 
informal concert this year we joined with 
Saxophony and played as we paraded off the 
stage and out of the building, as the finale of 
the evening! We are currently rehearsing a 
spiritual medley, 'Deep South' for the next 
concert. 

I think Sax Group is a brilliant, successful group 
and being involved with it is one of the real 
bonuses about this school. So join Sax Group, 
because this is the instrument to play! 

Jordan Salmon 

Senior Wind Band 
It has been a year of superb music and great 
entertainment in the rehearsal room of the 
Senior Wind Band. We started with much 
enthusiasm, which was ably managed by our 
director Miss Greswold, allowing us to transport 
the audience of the St. Cecilia Concert to the 
depths of the Caribbean as we played a medley 
from Pirates of the Caribbean: A Dead Man's 
Chest. This was a resounding success and all 
members were encouraged by the quality of 
sound they were producing. 

Thereafter, we set our sights on two pieces for 
the Summer Concert. We settled on The Two 
Imps and El Cumbanchero. The Two imps was a 
novel piece starring our very own two imps, 
Andy Turner and Michael Delaney on the 
School's newly acquired vibraphone (many 
thanks to the PA!). It was great to see such a 
unique instrument so competently put to use. El 
Cumbanchero was a revival of the piece played 
many concerts ago, which only the longest 
serving members of the band will remember. 
Again it was thoroughly enjoyable both to listen 
to and play. 

It is with great sadness that we bid a fond 
farewell to many of those long-serving 
members as they go out and discover life, while 
hopefully remembering their musical heritage! 
The remaining members and Miss Greswold 
would like to thank: Will Morgan, David Wilson, 
Liz Charlton, Jacob Bowman, Chris Troth and 
Alex Chadwick for their unfaltering service 
through the years. We wish them luck for the 
future, and hope they will come back and visit. 
There is of course much to look forward to, as 
plans to play a medley of Hairspray are already 
in place. We eagerly anticipate what else Miss 
Greswold has in store! 

Winston Yap 

Intermediate Wind Band 
This year has been an exciting roller coaster for 
the wind band, especially for the new ones 
joining. The band played brilliantly in all our 

concerts, including the fabulous summer 
concert where we played 'Captain Horn Blower' 
and the famous 'Simpsons'. 

We have had amazing commitment from all the 
players, so well done! Special thanks go to Miss 
Greswold and Winston Yap who always gave 
150% effort to the wind band even when the 
Simpsons wasn't quite ready (D'OH!!). 

Ben Perrins 

Brass Quintet Report 
It has been another successful year for the brass 
"quintet". For about four years now, the quintet 
has varied in size, finishing this year with a 
dizzying seven players. The ensemble performed 
in both school concerts and enjoyed its annual 
trip to the Blythe Valley Christmas Party, with 
free Christmas lunch, followed by a school 
dinner when we returned! For four members of 
the group, the Summer Concert was their last 
performance. Alex Chadwick, Chris Troth and 
Matt James are leaving for University. Our 
conductor (and star tuba-player), Mr Johnson, is 
leaving for a new job at Warwick School. Many 
thanks go to Mr Johnson, who has worked 
incredibly hard to improve the standard of the 
music making, and I wish the leavers the best of 
luck for the future. I am looking forward to 
hearing the reformed Quintet next year. 

Chris Troth 

Clarinet Group 
Clarinet Group this year has consisted of Tom 
Griesbach, James Jervis and Jacob Small from 
the Third Form, and Isobel Hands from the Shell 
Form. We meet every Thursday morning break 
time and rehearse our piece for half an hour. 
With the help of Christa Greswold, we have all 
been practising very hard and performed at the 
Prize Giving at the end of the year. This year our 
piece was a German composition that included 

different variations of the song "Happ 
Birthday".This was a three-part harmony playec 
on our Bb clarinets. 

Overall the group this year has been a greal 

success and I hope it continues in the same way s 
 next year with new members. Christa Greswoll 

has been an inspiration to all of us and WE 

would like to thank her for her hard work anc 

making it such an enjoyable experience. 

Isobel Hand: 

Low Brass Ensemble 
The low brass ensemble exists to give pupils ar 

insight to this unique area of chamber music. I: 
is also a chance for the older players to sharE 

their musical abilities with younger, les: 

experienced players. We have looked at musk 
from America, Britain and Austria this year. Thr 
older euphonium players joined forces to assis• 

Ben Griffiths in his ensemble performance fo 

his GCSE music coursework. Future project.5 
include joining forces with the trumpet andi 
horn players of the school to perforni 
antiphonal music in the Bushell Hall, so wat 
this space. 

Martha Ann Brooke: 

Samba Band 
Under new direction for this year, Samba Ban 
has expanded greatly. We have learnt a grea 
new variety of music to add to our repertoir 
Thanks to our teachers, we have been able t 
combine pupils of all levels of performance an 
ages to produce great Latin-American theme 
music that has been a lot of fun and has taught 
us all a lot about playing music from anothe 
culture. 

Andrew Turne: 

string  Ensemble 
With Helen Dolby on the conductor's stand, and 

James Timperley as lead violin, this year has 

undoubtedly been successful and enjoyable. The 

String Ensemble performed in both of this year's 

major concerts, playing Delibes' Copelia Suite 

(arr. Cowling) in the St. Cecilia Concert and 

Ralph Vaughn-Williams' English Folk Song suite 

in the Summer Concert, where James Timperley 

played solo violin, Keith Hagyard solo piano and 

Andrew Turner and Michael Delaney percussion. 

On top of this, a string quintet of James 

Timperley, Alex Dooley, Daniel Hurst, Jackie 

Martyns and Rebecca Poole played Pachelbel's 

Canon for HRH Prince Edward at a Duke of 

Edinburgh Award luncheon, performing 

alongside Saxophony and a flute choir. The 

violins also played a Telemann quartet in an 
informal concert. 

The end of this year will see the departure of 

violinists James Timperley and Alex Dooley and 

our 'cellist Bec Poole, whose playing and 

personalities we shall greatly miss. 

Daniel Hurst 

\\ r il 	I 	i 1-,(111.1 )1( 

Wind Ensemble was formed for the purpose of 

the annual school music tour, two years ago. It 

successfully brought together some of the top 

quality musicians in the school in order to work 

on and perform some beautiful chamber music, 

a style not often played in school ensembles. 

We began working immediately on Dvorak's 

"Serenade" which is a very interesting and 

diverse piece of music. Then in January we 

began working on Beethoven's "Symphony 

No.1"; this piece of music we performed at the 

school concert and also we played it a Dudley 

Festival, coming in first place and with a score of 

90. The examiner himself said "I don't normally 

give out such high scores; it was truly 

outstanding". 

The ensemble consists of two flutes, two oboes, 

two bassoons, two clarinets, one French horn 

and one euphonium. This creates a very classical 

and beautiful sound, in particular in the 

Beethoven Symphony. The high talent of the 

clarinet players particularly shines through, 

along with all the other parts whose 

intertwining melodies fit together to create a 

beautiful sound. 

A huge thank you must go to Tony Godfrey, who 

conducts and rehearses the group with passion 

and a good sense of humour. And also, thanks to 

Nikki Bouckley who keeps the oboes in order 

and also helps to run and organise the group to 

a very high standard. Thank you to all those 

Upper Sixth who have participated in Wind 

Ensemble for the past two years, David Wilson, 

William Morgan, Jackie Lewis, Matt James, Liz 

Charlton and Jacob Bowman. 

Louise Leftwich 
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Academic Drama 
Sixth Form Theatre Studies students have 

produced some exciting and memorable work 

this year. In the first part of the autumn term, 

the Upper Sixth group devised their own pieces 

of theatre. Students took complete 

responsibility for these, from the initial ideas 

stage, through to the public performances. They 

were most impressive - thoroughly entertaining 

and sophisticated. 

The first piece The Dinner Party utilized masks, 

monologue and mime; this was a very funny, 

sharply observed comment on social etiquette 

and so-called civilized behaviour. Nicola Foxwell 

and Chelsey Hoefkens were totally engaging as 

contrasting sisters and provided much humour. 

The second piece 05:04 was a hard-hitting, 

verbatim drama that explored the events 

surrounding the Soham murders. This was 

sensitively handled and all involved approached 

the delicate subject with great integrity. In both 

productions we saw some very fine acting, in 

particular, Louise Leftwich and Adam Carver 

handled the roles of Holly Wells' parents with 

great empathy and James Kendall and Jaclyn 

Lewis must be noted for their convincing and 

focused performances of Ian Huntley and 
Maxine Carr. 

In the spring term, the same students rose 

admirably to their biggest challenge, which was 

to create workshop productions of a published 

play text. One group gave us a lively and 
energetic interpretation of Orwell's Animal 

Farm. The cast took on a multitude of roles, 

moving from one to the other with skill and 

flair. The piece was presented in a Brechtian 

style and included rousing songs, comic set 

pieces, film, projection and puppetry. All actors 

showed their versatility with excellent physical 

performances and Matt Proudman gave us 

some very funny moments as a variety of 

animal characters. The other group was inspired 

to workshop present Oliver Goldsmith's She 

Stoops To Conquer, having seen a production of 

it at Birmingham Rep Theatre, earlier in the year. 

It was funny, fast and furious and the group 

really caught the spirit of the piece, provoking 

some big laughs from the audience. Jon Wilkes 

was excellent as the confused and bemused Mr. 

Marlow, Alice Barnes was delightfully 

mischievous as Kate Hardcastle and Nick Strang 

was very funny as the trickster Tony Lumpkin. 

Lower Sixth students also showed off their 

performance skills in a production of Timberlake 

Wertenbaker's The Ash Girl. The play is a 

modern interpretation of the Cinderella story, 

but it has greater affinity with the original tale 

than the traditional Pantomime and Disney 

versions. It has messages in it for young adults, 

especially teenage girls, concerning body image 

and issues of self-esteem. Although the themes 

of the play were serious, the production 

contained much humour and visual spectacle. 

All students turned in sparkling performances. 

All productions were well attended and well 

received. Congratulations to all involved. 

Mrs J Wilde 

Performing Arts 

Lower School and Middle 
School Drama Clubs 
Lower School and Middle School Drama Clubs 

have been busy this year. Besides their weekly 

Drama Club sessions, organized and run by 

members of the Sixth Form, pupils have put on 

a number of productions. Middle School gave US 

Terry Pratchett's Mort. The boys had fun acting 

a variety of roles ranging from the 

Anthropomorphic Personification, Death to 

Cyrus the Cesspit Cleaner to recreate Pratchett's 

Disc World. With no girls in these year groups, 

they played all the female roles as well! 

Following this, Lower School Drama Club 

offered two short plays: Memories of Lizzie, a 

dark drama about the infamous Lizzie Borden 

and The Battle of Hastings, a light hearted look 

at 1066. Both Middle and Lower school events 

were supported well, by parents, friends and 

staff and showed the enormous amount of 

talent there is in these areas of the school 

Lower School Drama Club has already started 

work on their next venture - their Roald Dahl's 

Witches — and will be performing this in the 

autumn term. 

Mrs J Wilde 
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first heard that I had been picked for the 

)lay I was ecstatic. Ever since I saw my 

ihull School production, I really wanted 

a main role, so I wasn't going to let this 

nity pass me by! 

e beginning, it was clear that this would 

standard version of 'Romeo and Juliet', 

Mrs Wilde's infamous method of 

g, the unconventional set and the 

fact that I would not be a stereotypical 

(Thank God Juliet was under 5"6'!) 

y first rehearsal was the balcony scene, 

pinion the most important of the play, 

ied my best to interpret the role, with 

vlrs Wilde and Miss Powell watching me 

/. I was pleased to find that all rehearsals 

e first got easier; as I became more 

with the people I was working with, and 

e, the character of Romeo. However, as 

non with Solihull School play rehearsals, 

er knew what was going to unfold, 

though the ongoing game of trying to shock 

Mrs Wilde kept us all amused. (After a carefully 

planned attack from under the stage, I emerged 

as victor!) 

After weeks of rehearsing and endless hours of 

learning lines (thank you mum) the first night 

arrived. The nerves were high backstage but 

everyone was excited. As I took my place at the 

top of the stairs in the auditorium I drank in the 

atmosphere that a full house brings. The lights 

on stage came on, along with the music, and I 

was off. Roughly two and a half hours later it 

was all over and the first night had run 

smoothly. There was nothing more I could have 

asked for. 

Although the following nights went brilliantly, 

naturally they were not without their mishaps, 

possibly the most memorable of which involved 

my delivery of one of the most famous line in 

the play... It is the east, and Juliet is 

the...west!?' Oops! 

The whole experience was one of the best times 

in my school career, as it allowed me to forge 

new relationships, gain acting experience and 

most vitally, realise the direction I would like to 

take in future. 

Jon Wilkes 
Ever since I first watched Baz Luhrmann's film 

version of 'Romeo and Juliet' and the theatre 

and ballet performances that followed, I had 

longed to play a part in 'Romeo and Juliet' 

myself. Before I started at Solihull School, there 

were rumours that the Christmas play would be 

'Romeo and Juliet% so I was thrilled when I 

learnt that these rumours were true. 

The audition process was nerve-wracking to say 

the least, but it was all worthwhile when the 

cast list was revealed: I was to play Juliet! 

Rehearsals were thoroughly enjoyable and the 

cast bonded incredibly well. Learning a script 

for any play can be difficult and time 

consuming, but, believe me, memorising 
Shakespeare's words is so much harder. Initially 

I struggled getting to grips with the language, 

but once we started acting it out the words 

seemed to come much more naturally, and 
what I was reading started to make real sense. 

That's the thing with Shakespeare: it's really 

important to understand what it is you're 

saying before you can 'colour' the words and 

add meaning. Jon and I would often speak our 

lines as though having a normal conversation to 

fix the words in our memories, which could be 

quite amusing at times! 

Everything really seemed to come together 

when Jon and I rehearsed the famous balcony 

scene for the first time and the feeling of 

accomplishment afterwards was exhilarating. I 

preferred the first act; though I loved the 

second, it was definitely much more of a 

challenge for me. Obviously it's hard for anyone 

to relate to what Juliet experienced: a love so 

forbidden and yet so strong that the only way 

to end one's suffering seems to be to end life 

itself. I did struggle to embody the character 

during such scenes, especially when she takes 

the poison and then stabs herself on finding 

Romeo dead. To convey such love and despair 

was incredibly difficult, but I tried hard to find 

some link to my own experience — however 

slight. This really helped the development of my 

character, and whilst such scenes got better 

with every rehearsal, it wasn't until the second 

night of performance that I truly felt I'd done 

Juliet and her predicament justice. 

That's an interesting point about theatre; in 

some respects, even performances are 

rehearsals, in that you continue to improve and 

grow. The final performance night was 

unbelievable. It was such an amazing experience 

and everyone was disappointed that we 

wouldn't have another opportunity to perform 

again. I loved every moment of my time as 

Juliet, and the cast were a great bunch of people 

to work with, so supportive and enthusiastic 

that parting from them at the end of the run 

really was 'such sweet sorrow'. 

Indigo Le Fevre 

eo and Juliet 
ly, my part in 'Romeo and Juliet' had 

s a Capulet. However, following an 

nate clash for Richard Brown of the 

ance nights with his Oxford interview, 

de asked me to take on the role of 

o. Having seen Richard rehearsing it, I 

illed and I rushed home to learn my 

There was only a week to go until the 

night.) 

straight onto the stage next day, 

ing my 'Queen Mab' speech from the 

some scaffolding, and realised what a 

task was on my hands. We took every 

nity to rehearse, as there was much to 
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rant and, in the middle of the play, my 

3th! 
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The Scarlet Pimpernel with sentiment and emotion. It was a relief to 

have seen John and George 'battle like men' in 

'Romeo and Juliet' a few months earlier; during 

piimpernet' John became far too familiar with 

the workings of a bra during his speedy on-stage 

: costume change, which sent the audience into 

fits of laughter. Alex Hurst meanwhile, flitted . 

across the stage with his butterfly net like a 
young John Geese. He has the makings of a 

wonderful physical actor. Despite the fashion, 

frivolity and silk handkerchiefs, the League of 
the Scarlet Pimpernel is determined to 

outsmart the French, and to capture Chauvelin. 

Thus, the exuberant team of six sang Into the 

Fire with tremendous conviction, led by 

Pimpernel. 

The 2008 Solihull School Musical had no BBC 
Sing-Off competitions to serve as our warm-up 
act this year. 'The Scarlet Pimpernel' is a new 
(1998) and subsequently a lesser-known 
musical, although one wonders why, considering 
its swashbuckling plot and glorious musical 
score. Solihull School's cast, musicians and 
production team soon recognised its merits, 
falling for the pacey music, plot and sharp 
humour. So did the appreciative audiences who 
filled the auditorium for five nights. Who needs 
The Lord or Graham Norton? Bring on 'The 
Scarlet Pimpernel 

'The Scarlet Pimpernel' is based upon the novel 
of the same name, by Hungarian born author 
Baroness Emmuska Orezy and is set during the 
Reign of Terror of the French Revolution. The 
action is split between England and France, 
making for a fast plot, intrigue and high drama. 
It revolves around the split life of an aristocratic 
fop, Sir Percy Blakeney who, in the persona of 
the elusive Pimpernel, leads a crusade against 
the leaders of the French Revolution, in 
particular the villain of the piece, Citizen 
Chauvelin. 

Adam Carver's portrayal of Percy / Pimpernel 
was magnificent. He gave a high-energy 
performance, and seemed to handle the 
demands of playing a leading man and hero 
effortlessly. Knighton and Wildhorn have 
produced a demanding score, but Adam, with 
his powerfully resonant voice, took this in his 
stride. There are many facets to Percy / 
Pimpernel, despite the stereotypical gung-ho 
aristocratic image that his name conjures up. 
Adam has the maturity as an actor to recognise 
these subtle facets; he was undoubtedly dashing 

and commanding, but there were moments of 
vulnerability too, such as his contemplative 
solos, Prayer and She Was There. Here, Adam 
revealed to us 'Percy the man', in need of love 
and companionship as well as adventure. 

The audience is relieved then, to be assured that 
the Pimpernel does not face his quest alone. His 
wife Marguerite, despite a dubious past, is a 
force for good. Jackie Lewis and Frankie Rhodes 
shared this challenging role across the nights, 
revealing Marguerite's loyalty to Percy. Each 
also brought something fresh to the part. 
Frankie's voice had sweetness and delicacy, but 
nobody could accuse her of being a fragile 

flower when they saw the gusto with which sh 
embarked on her dramatic sword-fight. She wal 
a Marguerite with a dual identity; like her ow l 

 husband, the fop and crusader, Frankie's delicate' 
Marguerite became a swashbuckler wher 
required to. 

Jackie Lewis brought an endearing stubbornnes ' 
to Marguerite, as well as great tenderness. Ar) 
emblazoned spirit matched Jackie's fiery rec 
hair when she sang a reprise of Storybook 
standing defiantly on a bar stool, almost 
spitting out her guttural French melody at 
Chauvelin. The tension between them was 
palpable, reminding us of their sharee 
chequered past. Here is a woman who has 
experienced both passion and pain. Jackies i 

 Marguerite will be remembered for he? 
feistiness, and for the intensity with which she 
felt and conveyed emotion to her audience. 

Percy has other loyal supporters too. His League 
of the Scarlet Pimpernel is determined to hel 
him rescue the many aristocrats who face the 
guillotine. Monsieurs Farrant, Hurst, Foxallj 
Haynes, Dooley and Holden were in danger 0' 

stealing the show as Percy's Men, whom he 
teaches to be "complete nincompoops". Their 
game plan is to pose as such a merry band 
fops that no one could believe them capable 0' 
challenging the atrocities of the Frend 
Revolution. The Men grew perhaps a little toc 
convincingly into their roles, delighting thE 
audience with their gay costumes and ever', 
gayer flourishes and twirls. The wedding 
ceremony for Percy and Marguerite led a few o' 
the fops to dab their eyes with a handkerchie' 
on Night One. By the final show, Tom Foxall' 5 

 Dewhurst could barely stay upright, overcornl 

Another man of convictions, and chilling ones at 

that, is Citizen Chauvelin. The ideals of the 

Republic certainly appeal to this ruthless man. 

Here was another demanding lead role that was 

executed' perfectly by Adam Massingberd-

Mundy. There are two loves in his life, old flame 

Marguerite and the gleaming blade of Madame 

Guillotine. In his solo of the same name, Adam 

powerfully revealed Chauvelin's sinister 

obsessions. Perhaps the villain always gets the 

best songs, for Adam sang powerful melodies 

with strong lyrics about "days full of restlessness 

and fury", "nights that were drunk on dreams". 

Despite his melodic richness, he also conveyed 

seething resentment and played the role with 

the severity and darkness it deserved. He was 

especially chilling in his advances on Marguerite 

and his reminder that they were once lovers. On 

a lighter note, Chauvelin's refusal to give even 

the flicker of a smile made Percy's mockery of 

him all the more delicious. Taunts of 'Chovellin' 

and a few 'Gok Wan-like' comments on his 

funereal attire delighted the audience. 

One final 'lead character' to mention is 

Madame Guillotine' herself. She inspired awe 

and terror but she was also a fickle madame! 

One night her blade refused to fall. On another, 

it crashed down with such force that the 

severed head bounced merrily out of the basket 

and across the stage, and was hastily retrieved 

by Alex Hurst! 

Of course, such an extravaganza does not 

consist merely of its leads. 'The Scarlet 

Pimpernel' boasts a vast cast, band and 

production team, all of whom did a tremendous 

job. Onstage, Alex Chadwick showed tenderness 

and courage as Marguerite's brother Armand. 

Georgina Rhodes was enchanting and elegant as 

Marie, while Jon Wilkes was a delightfully 

extravagant Prince of Wales. Marguerite's girls 

sparkled with energy and bustle, as did Jessup 

and the Frenchmen. 

The Junior Chorus may have looked cherubic in 

the opening scenes but reappearing in the 

frenzied mob before the guillotine, they 

reminded us how strong and adaptable are the 

performers coming up through the School. The 

Main Chorus brought grace to the ball scenes 

and vitality to the show as a whole. It is exciting 

to contemplate a school with girls in every year 

— now only a year away. 

The Band brought out the very best of 

Wildhorn's 	challenging 	score, 	moving 

seamlessly from romantic ballads to 

invigorating battle choruses. I continue to be 

amazed by their talent and stamina, managed 

ably by the great Musical Director, Mr Stephen 

Perrins. 

One sad loss to Solihull School is our talented 
choreographer, Miss Faye Holden, who is already 

snapped up for the musical at her new London 
school. Miss Holden's choreography of the 

Wedding dance and Royal Ball created a 
sumptuous, colourful display. More impressive 

still was her choreography of the final number 

of Act One, The Riddle. The regimented 

movements and the drawing together and apart 

of various 'couples' successfully conveyed the 

distrust and intrigue ever-present in the world 

of the Scarlet Pimpernel. 

Finally, Mrs Fair may consider herself to be as 

elusive as the Scarlet Pimpernel, but she is of 

course an absolutely central figure. Under her 

care as Producer and Director, the many aspects 

of the production — stage management and 

crew, lighting, sound, actors, musicians, 

costume, publicity and box office — are all 

brought together to create a breath-taking 

whole. Thanks must go to her, Stephen, Faye, 

and everyone who played a role in this stunning 

production. 

Miss H E Pike 
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Solihull School have owned and taken great 

pleasure in using the David Fricke Mountain 

Cottage for fifty years now. Mr. and Mrs. Fricke 

generously presented the Cottage to the School 

in 1958 following the death of their son David, 

who was a member of the School community 

from 1946 until 1956. David started a BSc 

Engineering degree at Nottingham University in 

1956 but could only complete part of his first 

term due to the reoccurrence of his cancer. He 

would have been 70 in 2007. David was a keen 

mountain walker and it was felt that the 

Cottage would be a fitting tribute to his 

memory, and as such was handed over to the 

Mountain Club. 

The Cottage was originally made up of two 

cottages, since combined, belonging to the local 

quarry. It is one of the largest properties in the 

area.The choice of location was dictated by fact 

that David's mother's family was from North 

Wales and the family always enjoyed their 

summer holidays in Wales. 
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neighbours came with complaints, that we were 

aware we lived in a community larger than our 

own.... There was, I remember, a large packet 

cornflakes in the cupboard, and nothing else. Ne 

coal. We sat in the dim parlour (no oil for the 

lamps) and, wrapped in blankets, playec 

pontoon for matches. The whole house war 

ransacked for cigarette stubs which we smokee 

in a pipe." 

Last August (2007) we received a letter from Liz 

Williamson who is David's sister. In it she says 

she "thought you would like to know how much 

we feel that the intention of the memorial gift 

to the school has been fulfilled.After all, it is one 

thing to give the property to the school, but 

another to make such a success of it. It is hard 

to put into words, but we would like you to 

know how positively we feel about the 50-year 

project and the appreciation we have for the 

energy and commitment of so many people 

over so many years." 

Although we have many wonderful memories of 

the last fifty years, we have also delved a little 

further back in the cottage's history. Writer and 

climber, Gwen Moffat, spent a summer in the 

cottage in 1947. Gwen, now aged 84, was the 

first female British mountain guide, qualifying in 

1953. Since then she has also turned her hand 

to writing crime novels, but her greatest love is 

still to be out on the hills. Gwen was a penniless 

deserter from the army and when she stayed in 

'our' cottage, owned by some climbing friends, 

she hoped to enjoy "climbing and the vie de 

bohème". In her autobiography, "Space Below 

My Feet", Gwen writes: 

"It stood on the moor above Bethesda... We 

took a short cut through the quarry. I was 

fascinated as we walked around that great 

tiered bowl and looked down all the levels to a 

tiny green pool in the bottom... The cottage 

stood on the edge of the moor — a gaunt, grey 

house, semi-detached, but its twin was 

dangerously in need of repair and uninhabited. 

The building was at the end of a long rural street 

of quarrymen's houses, but whereas the others 

stood on a road, mine was reached by way of an 

iron gate leading on to the open moor. It was 

only in the mornings, when the quarrymen 

passed, and on the occasions when the 

Since the days when Gwen Moffat first explore; 

Snowdonia, countless Solihull School pupii 

have shared both hers and David Fricke's deligh: 

for these mountains. The Cottage is used by 4 4 

 members of the School Community: Snowdonii  - 

School; Mountain Club: Duke of Edinburgh; CCF 

Expedition Training as well as for general staf 

use in the holidays. Snowdonia School has beer 

using the Cottage on an annual basis sina 

1971, when Mr Roger Flood first introduced thr 

initiative. Today, Snowdonia School is run by N 

Martin Covill, introducing every Shell Former t 

the Cottage. It is a key part of every pupil'. 

Solihull School experience. 

The Cottage is still visited biannually in July 

David's immediate and extended family and hi: 

best friend Paul Boulton. What a fitting tributr 

to David that five decades of Solihull student 

have benefited from the "gaunt grey house", sr 

full of the memories of mountain adventurer: 

young and old. 

Mr M I Covill and Miss H E Pik 

Reproduced with kind permission of the autho' 
SPACE BELOW MY FEET was originally publishe. 
by Hodder & Stoughton Ltd in 1961 an: 
reprinted in paperback by Sigma Press in 2001 
£8.95. 

On Sunday 14th October, fourteen 12 year olds 
and four teachers set off on a three-hour trip 
from school to our cottage in Betws-Y-Coed, 
North Wales. An extra car was needed for the 
luggage, the most important being the large 
homemade cakes that each pupil had 

contributed. 

It was a long tiring journey, but as soon as the 
minivan stopped everybody jumped out and we 
started a walk up the famous Devil's Kitchen 
cliff top. On the way we stopped to eat our 
packed lunches sat on a pile of rocks, then 
continued walking up and up, crossing a stream, 
falling in, crossing mud, falling in, passing lakes, 
and skimming stones. The views were 
spectacular and we were wonderfully dirty. 

"Going up Devil's Kitchen made me think about 
maybe doing D of E when I'm older." Jacqui 
Martens 

When we got back everybody found their 
luggage and we checked out our dorms. That 
night the Glyders group slept out in the tent, 
but the weather was fine; it was just the wind 
making a lot of noise, or so they said! Monday 
morning, we were all sleeping soundly until Mr 
Bate came and woke us all up at 7 o'clock. We 
packed away the tent and got dressed. After 
breakfast we got kitted into sensible clothes for 
gorge walking. We were naturals, as this 
involved climbing up mini waterfalls and 
jumping into pools of water. Obviously we got 
very wet and the water coming off the 
mountains was freezing. Back at the cottage, it 
was do-it-yourself dinner with camping stoves 
and army ration packs. Outdoor life makes even 
ration packs taste good! 

''We had pizza, cake and had to sleep in a tent ... 
with the sheep! After tea we played escape and 
evasion, Mr Corbett stole the frisbee on the last 
go and we chased him everywhere." Alex 
Thomas 

On Monday night it was the turn of Snowdon 
group to sleep in the tent.Tuesday morning was 
terrible; it was raining and everyone was tired. 

Snowdon dorm were completely soaked and 
their sleeping bags were drenched. Today's 
activity was orienteering through the forest at 
Plas-y-Brenin followed by dry slope skiing. 
Some showed great skill but for most it was a 
challenge to stay upright. Finally, we all did 
some rock climbing. It was very good fun as we 
got to climb up the side of the walls. 

Our return the cottage was in darkness, so it 
was the perfect setting for 'Murder in the Dark'. 
The teachers had to protect a Frisbee by a light 
and the children had to try and get it. If one of 
the teachers shone their torch on you then you 
were out. The only bad thing was that I kept on 
crawling into thorn bushes. 

"At Plas-y Brenin last of all was climbing which 
I was scared of, but I successfully climbed the 
whole wall! This has been my favourite day!" 
Michael Fancott 

Wednesday was the big day. We were going to 
climb up Mt. Snowdon. We were walking for 
seven hours which included stopping every 15 
minutes so that some of the girls could catch 
up. Halfway up, we overtook some soldiers on a 
training exercise. I must confess they were 
having their lunch at the time and later passed 
us with ease. We finally made it to the top and 
everyone was exhausted. It was well worth the 
walk, the views were amazing despite the cloud 
cover. Back at base camp our reward was a trip 
to a local restaurant for huge pizzas and fizzy 
drinks. 

"On Mount Snowdon I wished my rucksack was 
lighter! Getting down was much easier although 
Mrs Checketts fell spectacularly and bruised her 
bum. We had a stone skimming competition; 
the girls won because we asked some A.level 
Geography pupils from another school to help!" 
Belinda Saunders 

Thursday was the last day and in my opinion the 
teachers had saved the best activity for the end. 
It was a high ropes course through the trees, on 
wooden planks 40ft off the ground. Everyone 
was securely attached by safety ropes, and we 
ran around like a troop of Howler monkeys 
crashing into nets from zip wires and finally 
dropping off a 60 ft platform attached to a 
bungee rope. One small step for man a giant 
leap for pupil-kind! People scared of heights 
were terrified, but eventually they jumped. 

"All I can say is that Snowdonia School was 
really fun. It was hard to begin with (the 7:30 
Wake Up Calls - I could never do that again!) 
and then you find out it's only 2 minutes till 
breakfast! In fact it ran smoothly every day 
except for the last day because no one wanted 
to leave! This was a brilliant five days in 
Snowdonia." Jordan Salmon 

After a fun but scary activity we set off home 
and got back to school for tea. Thanks to all the 
teachers, Mr Bate, Mrs Checketts and Mr 
Corbett, for a really great week. 

James Daglish 
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AWARD 

The Duke of 
Edinburgh's 
Award At 
Solihull School 
Almost 60 pupils from the Lower Fifth have 
been actively involved with the Bronze Award 
this year and have taken part in expeditions to 
either Wales at Easter or over two weekends to 
the Long Myndd in Shropshire and to the Peak 
District, The Shropshire weekend was 
blisteringly hot and showed yet again how 
unpredictable the weather conditions in the UK 
can be, coming just three weeks after snow fell 
in the Midlands! 

Another 62 pupils from the UV and the Sixth 
Form are doing 3 day Silver expeditions in 
similar locations and also on the Isle of Arran in 
Scotland at the beginning of August. There are 
28 Gold candidates who will also be heading 'up 
North' for their assessment to face a daunting 
week where wild camping at altitude, rugged 
terrain and swarms of blood thirsty midges look 
like being the uninviting prospect! Seven of 
these Gold candidates successfully completed 
their four day practise venture across the wilds 
of Dartmoor last Summer whilst the remaining 
21 (in three groups) did their practise in very 
demanding conditions at Easter. The coldest 
Easter weekend for years brought with it 
blizzards and deep snow to the mountains of 
Snowdonia. Tents were covered and one group 
who were being closely 'shadowed' at the time 
because of the adverse conditions had to turn 
back when the drifts reached waist deep! 

Pupils at all levels have pushed themselves both 
mentally and physically to their absolute limits 
and achieved targets which before hand they 
may have thought impossible. A pupil in Wales 

The David Fricke 
Mountain Cottage, 
1958 - 2008 

Snowdonia 
School 
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said to me several times, 'take a photo of me 
please Sir because my mum will never believe 
this!' and this sense of achievement is just one 
reason why the award is so special. 

In these conditions the need for training and 
specialist equipment is paramount. Again this 
year we have been really fortunate to have had 
the support of the PTA so that we can continue 
to invest in excellent expedition kit for the 
venture section. We are also very lucky in that 
there is a large cross over and sharing of 
resources with the CCF. In its 50th year, having 
the use of the David Fricke cottage has also 
continued to be of huge benefit for the D of E. 

We must not forget that the expedition is only 
one of four sections (or five at Gold) that make 
up the award. In different ways completing the 
Skill, Service or Physical (or the extra Residential 
section at Gold) can be equally if not more 
demanding and often pushes pupils beyond 
their 'comfort zone'. For the Service section of 
the scheme this year, pupils have been involved 
in many worthwhile activities such as helping 
run clubs for younger students such as tennis, 
working with the elderly, cub, brownie and 
church groups, helping out at hospitals and 
hospices, working at charity shops, animal 
welfare work to name but a few! The Physical 
section of the award has had students 
participating in sports ranging from sailing and 
ballet through to Tae kwon-do. The Skill section 
has included clay pigeon shooting, playing a 
huge number of different musical instruments, 
debating, bridge, umpiring courses, drama, 
cooking and even learning mandarin! 

Gold Award candidates also have to complete a 
Residential Section where they stay away from 
home for a week doing some kind of 
community service or training. Noteworthy 
examples include caving courses, surfing courses 

on the south coast, working with the Police 
constabulary of Cornwall and some really 

commendable work with disabled children on 
their Summer activity camps. 

The challenge of the award, the responsibility 
it develops and the 'well roundedness' of the 
young people who complete it continue to 

make it an exceptional achievement. As the 
award embarks on a new era and another 50 
years as le-DofE' it continues to stand the 'test 
of time' and its future continues to look secure. 

Mr 0 Bate / Mr P Dean 

Duke of 
Edinburgh Silver 
Expedition - 
Snowdonia, 
Easter 2008 
Getting up early just after breaking up from 

school took some effort, but after the ventures 

of Bronze last year when I figured the two 

weekends were hard enough, I suddenly found 
myself embarking on a week of it. Arriving at 
school at 7:45, I encountered the first problem - 

a broken minibus. Finally, an AA team turned up 
and eventually we were off. We arrived at the 
cottage in the mid afternoon and prepared for 
the days ahead. The weather was bad on the 

peaks and the teachers drastically changed the 

routes. Our group, accompanied by Mr Reardon 

and his partner, set off on a smooth practice the 
next day. Apart from a slight glitch of getting 
stuck in a forest we figured out the route to the 
campsite. 

Arriving at the campsite we were in a goo ( 
 mood, knowing the first day of the walking wa, 

over. The evening ran smoothly and w E 
 clambered into our tents for what would be th, 

worst night of the trip. We woke up in th: 
morning to find the place a bog. The tent vva 
soaked through and the mood as we left carn ; 

 on Day 2 was as low as it could possibly get. WE 
were cheered up by the fact that this day', 
walking was astronomically small compared tc 
the other days.We had finished and returned t( 
the cottage by lunchtime. The afternoon an 
the evening were great, involving a game o 
rugby. Dinner was great as usual - Mr Reardon' 
cooking has to be commended. The night was 
good one compared to the one before and w 
woke up ready to go climbing at the forc 
climbing centre HMS Indefatible. Memories 0 
Snowdonia School flooded back to the group 
we drove to HMS Indefatible. The climbing w 
great fun and we then headed for Betws-y-Co 
for a lunch of fish and chips. 

We woke up early on the morning of Day 5 wi 
Mr Bate coming into our room to make as mu 
noise as possible, despite our protests. W 
weren't looking forward to the day. The Cam 
on our practice had convinced Alex Gynla an 
Jacob Farrant that every campsite was going t 
turn into a bog overnight. The morning wen 
smoothly but straight after our lunch w 
crossed a few fields and walked straight into th 
biggest climb of the day. Morale was quite hig 
with Jack Lucas breaking into song. We di 
eventually get to the top and could see in th 
distance, on the other side of the valley. M 
Bate. We entered the valley and proceede 
along a footpath to Mr Bate. In front of us ther 
was a thin, deep stream that Jack Lucas crosse 
easily. My turn... I planted my poles in the roc 
and jumped, slipped, fell. I landed with my body 
lying across the stream a few inches below me 
The rest of my group insulted my stupidity fu 
the rest of the way through the valley. Thei 
campsite that evening was better than people 
expected.We had our food and after a visit front! I 
the teachers went to bed at around 7:45prn 
Waking up at 6:20am we had breakfast, packe 
up the tents and headed off on Day 6 of thi 
venture. Looking at the maps our hearts sank a. 
we looked upon the biggest climbs of the trip t 
Snowdonia. The first climb was very difficult 
especially the end as it turned into a rock Lac' 
which we had to climb. Meeting snow and foga . 

 the top we also saw Mr Bate and the seconc 
biggest climb of the trip was over. After a loch 
needed rest we headed downhill all the wa) 
back down the other side, towards a village tha' 
represented our halfway point. The chorus 0 
singing began, as the second hardest part of th 
trip was over. We got down to the village arle: 
devoured as many sweets as possible before we 
took another look at the map. 

Wonderful! We now looked upon the hardest 
part of the trip, a mountain on the other side 0` 
Snowdon, with the campsite waiting on the 
other side. The climb was hell towards the end 
after we had passed a slate heap and headee• 1  
towards the top. The walk down the other side 

to the wild camp by the lakeside was easy. 

We woke up around 5am so we could finish 

early and get home. We set off on time and, 

except a steep climb for about half an hour, the 

route was very easy. We arrived at the cottage 

early and to the complete surprise of the 

teachers. Therefore we enjoyed a long lazy break 

watching them clean up the cottage! The D of E 

Silver expedition in Snowdonia was great fun as 

well as hard work and I would like to thank all 

the teachers for their help and time through the 

Easter holidays. 

Richard Blunt 

Duke of 
Edinburgh 
Bronze 
Expedition - the 
Long Myndd, 
Shropshire 
May  2008 
About 56 LV were involved in this particular 

expedition and we congregated in the car park 

at 7.45am. Our backpacks weighed 

approximately 1/4 of each participant's body 

weight and had proved challenging to get all our 

kit into. We were appropriately kitted out and 

were wearing our walking boots. An important 

tip - Always break your boots in or you will 

regret it within the first mile of your expedition, 

as did some of our group. The atmosphere was 

charged with anticipation we departed for 
Shropshire. 

We were deposited at our starting points at 

about 10am, some groups setting off from the 

camp and walking away from it and others 

visa/versa. My group consisted of seven 

participants and two members of staff. We were 

raring to go and started off at a good pace. We 

had a good navigator (Rupert) and he took us up 

and down, up and down then surprise up and 

down again; boy did you start to feel it in the 

back of your legs! In addition, what had started 

out as an overcast day was turning out to be 

scorching, which made walking tough and 
exhausting. 

We completed our 21-kilometre hike very 
quickly and seeing the mini bus was very 

satisfying, but then we had to wait for one of 

our fellow groups. In fact, we waited for several 

hours and eventually the decision was made to 
go in search of them. 

Eventually we all found ourselves in camp 

where we had to set up for the night and feed 

ourselves. None of us stayed up too late, as we 

had another challenging day ahead of us. 

On Day Two, we broke camp by 9am. This day 

was to bring its own set of hurdles.We would be 

travelling unaccompanied by staff and we 

would have to find designated drop off points 

where we had to leave notes with our times on 

for the staff who were driving around in the van. 

Our course turned out to be drawn out and 

demanding, with large hills and long sections 

which were off the beaten track. We did suffer 

from one injury, that required expert application 

of blister plasters (an essential part of the kit)! 

We found that teamwork was key to successful 

completion of the task. After a gruelling nine 

hours we very gratefully met with the van and 

were whisked off back to the Midlands. All in all 

a great experience which everyone enjoyed. 

Philippe Marks 

Mountain Club 

Weather added a wild, exciting and useful 

dimension to some of this year's activities. An 

ascent of Y Gribin to the Glyder plateau offered 

a brisk start, thick mist parting occasionally to 

reveal tantalising views of the steep-sided 

valleys below. Once on the Glyder plateau, Ed 

Johnson, Michael Goodwin and Chris Thomas 

led us extremely well across the rocky ground to 

Glyder Fawr (999m) and on to Glyder Fach 

(994m), unfazed by the elements which by this 

time offered the perfect taste of true British 

mountain weather conditions: very strong 

winds, lashing rain and mist. A descent to Bwlch 

Tryfan led us to quieter conditions. Moel Siabod 

(872m) was summited in better weather, via 

the pretty, eastern side of the mountain, past 

old mine workings and Llyn y Foel, and up the 

south-east ridge, Daear Ddu. 

A long day was spent on the Carneddau, 

beginning with an as-ever strenuous ascent of 

Pen-yr Ole Wen, where confidence rope work 

and climbing were practised on a convenient 

rocky outcrop. The weather was good and 

glorious views were to be had in every direction. 

Carnedd Dafydd (1,044m), Carnedd Llewellyn 

(1,064m) and Yr Elen (962m) were all 

summited, with a descent via Ffynnon Llyffant, 

the stream below offering an ideal chance for 

gentle river-crossing practise. The Glyders once 

again threw weather at everyone on a day that 

began in warm sunshine as the party ascended 

Y Garn (947m) and picnicked near Llyn y Cwn, 

and ended in driving rain and thick mist as the 

group made its way from Glyder Fawr to Glyder 

Fach. The party's perseverance was rewarded by 

fantastic views north west to the Nlenai Strait 

after cloud was cleared while ascending to 

Bwlch Tryfan and Llyn Bochlwyd. We've 

welcomed some excellent new members to the 

Mountain Club this year, and my thanks go to 

Mr. Corbett for his assistance. 

Mr M Worrall 

Sixth Form 
Council 
The Sixth Form Council is in the process of 

reform; this past year has enabled the council to 

move forward and become an active voice. The 

Ex Head of the council, Adam Khimji brought 

the council to the point where the new council, 

headed up by Tom Aitchison, can further 

promote and voice the pupils' concerns. 

In the last year the council members have 

completed a questionnaire and announced the 

results. This has been particularly helpful as it 

gives the council a template from which it can 

build upon. During the next year, two social 

chairs will be elected, who will be in charge of 

organising brand new social events, which will 

occur throughout the year. There will also be a 

suggestion box put in place, in order for any 

student to convey their concerns. Furthermore, 

the council will be given more time so that all 

the issues raised can be discussed. All these new 
ideas can only be initiated with the help of the 

dedicated members who turn up every week. 

The council is becoming the first point of call for 

any changes required for the Sixth Form. 

Adam Khimji and Tom Aitchison 
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Teenage Cancer 
Trust - Bag 
Packing 
December 2007 
For the fourth year, Solihull School Sixth Form 

continued its support for a charity close to the 

School's heart. Over 200 members of the Sixth 

Form were involved in the 2007 fund raising 

drive for Teenage Cancer Trust. The majority of 

these students took time out of their Christmas 

holidays to pack bags in Marks and Spencer, 

wearing a Santa hat and a smile in order to raise 

money for TCT. Thanks to the fantastic 

enthusiasm and commitment from the Sixth 

Form, 900 hours worth of shifts were filled, 

involving 180 students, members of staff and 

parents, who all played a key role in the 

campaign, raising a staggering £20, 240.00 for 

such a worthwhile cause. 

When our bag-packing shifts came to an end 

each evening, the more musical members of the 

Sixth Form began their contribution to the 

campaign: carol singing in local pubs. Their hard 

work raised £1,250 for TCT. The sportsmen also 

played their part, raising £500 from a sponsored 

Krum. 

I am proud to say that, thanks to the fantastic 

spirit of our Sixth Form, we raised a grand total 

of £21,490 for TCT. I would like to thank 

everyone involved for their support, especially 

those who worked behind the scenes to ensure 

smooth running of the operation. Special thanks 

must go to former parent, Christine Mitchell, 

without whom none of this would have been 
possible. 

Oliver Mayman 

European Youth 
Parliament 
Lower Sixth Team 
On Monday 3 March 2008 eight LVI pupils 

embarked upon an adventure of enlightenment 

and discovery at the Regional Forum of the 

European Youth Parliament in Birmingham. 

Before the competition started the team were 

given a motivational talk by Mrs Hughes in the 

most appropriate place we could think of, 

Starbucks. 

The day was split into five debates which 

included topics about Zimbabwe, Kashmir, the 

European Capital of Culture programme and the 

EU's maritime strategy as well as a French 

debate which quickly escalated into a world 

languages debate with languages as diverse as 

Bulgarian contributing towards the much-

debated topic of GM foods. 

All of the debates were hotly contested and we 

were up against some very strong opposition 

from schools and colleges throughout the West 

Midlands. The team worked extremely well as a 

unit and raised many important and valid points 

throughout the day. However, special mention 

should go to Roshni Patel and Tom Aitchison for 

their charismatic and enthusiastic speeches as 

the opposition on the Zimbabwe debate, and 

also to Tom Gregory, who filled in as part of the 

opposition on the Kashmir debate at the last 

minute and delivered a very convincing speech, 

despite the fact that he had never debated 

before. 

In the end, we were defeated by a highly 

efficient Bromsgrove team, who will now 

progress to the National Forum. Nonetheless, 

we enjoyed a good day and the team should be 

very happy with their performance. A special 

thank you should go to Mrs Hughes for all the 

hard work that she did to make this day 

possible, and for the constant support and 

motivation she offered the team throughout 

the day. 

Nick Carter 

Upper Sixth Team 
The academic year of 2007-2008 has been a 

very successful one for the schools European 

Youth Parliament team. In March 2007 the 

team took part in the regional round of EYP at 

the Birmingham Council Chambers, where they 

opposed a motion on energy security, going on 

to win, a first for the school. 

The team consisting of James Benge, James 

Bowser, Lauren Haines, Chris Hall, Caroline 

Howley, Ashkay Khanna, Charlie Krober, 011ie 

Mayman, Sinead Noonan and Amari Thompson 

then went on to the National Forum held at 

Durham University, lasting three days. On the 

first day the team were split up into 

committees with other members of the other 

regional teams participating in discussions over 

the European Reform Treaty and created a 

motion over what should be done to ratify the 

Reform Treaty in all the EU Member States. The 

second and third days consisted of General 

Assembly where all the teams had to debate the 

motions they had pre-prepared. Our team was 

the committee on Employment and Social 

Affairs and we defended a motion we had 

written on discrimination in the workplace 

across the EU.The team also responded to other 

debates on a range of subjects such as human 

rights in Africa, European Capital of Culture, 

European Fiscal Policy and Global Warming. 

However the weekend was not all work and the 

team attending an E, Y and P themed party on 

the last night where they all dressed up as 

pirates and princesses, with Chris Hall and 

James Bowser wearing dresses for the occasion! 

After a very successful three days the team 

were told that they had won the National 

Session and would be attending the 56th 

International Session held in Dublin in 

November 2007. 

After much work and preparation the teal 

arrived in a chilly Dublin in November, all 

proudly wearing their UK hoodies. The session 

lasted ten days, the first three of which 

consisted of team building at a luxury Irish 

resort, Avon Ri, just outside of Dublin. The team 

were split into committees, each member in a 

committee with delegates of thirteen other 

nationalities. These early days of teambuilding 

also gave us a chance to showcase English food 

at the Euro-village food festival, and try our 

hand (or feet!) at Irish dancing. The fourth day 

saw us relocate to Dublin, where the real work 

began. Now in committees, the team spent the 

next four days writing a resolution of the 

particular subject of their committee. For our 

delegates committee topics included: the 

environment, health services across Europe, the 

issue of global warming, how to get more young 

people interested in Europe, where Europe 

should stand on the issue of Kosovo and 

protectionism in the EU economy. Once the 

resolutions were complete it was time tO 

debate them and this took place within the 

amazing venue of the Dail (the Irish House of 

Commons). Far from being overawed by this 

historical venue, the delegation seemed 

inspired. Every member gave insightful and 

pertinent points and speeches in General 

Assembly. The team's Chairman, Oliver 

Mayman, presented the Irish President, MarY 

McAleese with our delegation's gift. 

However, it wasn't all resolutions and 

amendments, with the team enjoying a number 

of parties and hosted events designed to create 

cohesion and understanding between the 

different cultures of those countries attending. 

Through the wide variety of people we met in 

Dublin, we learnt more about Europe and its 

dif erent 	people, 	gaining 	something 

fur damentally better than how to debate. Since 

ret urning from Dublin, many of the team have 

cOr -itinued participation within the European 

Yot ith Parliament; several of the team helped 

oUl in a European Outreach event in Barnsley, 

Chi is Hall and Caroline Howley have been Jury 

me mbers at East Anglia and West Midlands 

for ms respectively, and Oliver Mayman linked 

up with the EYP France to be a journalist at their 

Na tional Finals.The majority of the team will be 

att ending the 58th International session of the 

Eur opean Youth Parliament in Liverpool this July 

20 1  08, and look forward to furthering the 

friE ndships we made in Dublin. 

Fin ally, we would like to thank Dr Coetzee for his 

hel p at both National and International events. 

Sp( ?cial thanks must go to Mrs Hughes, without 

wh om we would never have been so successful. 

He r unbridled enthusiasm and commitment to 

thE whole team was greatly appreciated, and 

shE was rightly rewarded with a position on the 

EYI P-UK National Board. 

Caroline Howley and Chris Hall. 

Europe Day 
9th May 
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In Un order to further our interest in the European 

2  festivities began in the form of a Senior 

loot assembly, where members of the EYP 

es, what Europe Day was designed for and 

ris Hall and fellow students from the EYP 

at the EYP had meant for us. Following this, 

ion following our success in the EYP team, 

m outlined what the European Union is and 

school celebrated Europe Day on May 9th. 

tea m proceeded to educate the Fourth Form 

abc put the EU in a double-period PSHE lesson, 

usi ng the team-building games we had learned 

in Dublin as an ice-breaker and moving on to 

getting the pupils to create informative posters 

and thought provoking presentations 

concerning the EU and its organisation. 

Mrs Round and her team in the Refectory 

created an EU-themed lunch, with Spanish 

paella, Hungarian goulash and Swedish 

meatballs on offer. Further excitement was yet 

to come, as three representatives from the EU 

joined the UVI for a Panel debate chaired by the 

charismatic Sir Bernard Zissman, former Lord 

Mayor of Birmingham. Issues such as the 

controversy concerning Turkey joining the EU 

and what stance the EU should take on 

Guantanamo Bay were among some of the 

topics debated by Mike Natrass, MEP of the UK 

Independence Party, Malcolm Harbour, MEP of 

the Conservative Party, and Dr Phil Bennion, 

representative of the Liberal Democrat Party. It 

was certainly an interesting and exciting day, 

after which no one will think of Europe in the 

same way. 

Lauren Haines 

Young Enterprise 
It has been a year of mixed success in Young 

Enterprise. The year started out with our 

budding entrepreneurs pitching their ideas to 

peers and business consultants in the hope of 

gaining the green light to go forth and earn 

money. The eventual winning ideas were the 

production of a book made up from stories 

written by children in local primary schools by 

'White Publications', the production of a 

discount card for the local shopping centre 

Touchwood by 'Touchvision', the production of 

photographs in innovative ways by Cherish and 

the inviting of notable alumni from our School 

to return and provide talks about their 

experiences to a paying audience, by 

'Featurelight'. 

All of the groups encountered difficulties, which 

resulted in some of them adapting their 

products. White Publications' books soon 

became School-hoodies, while 'Featurelight's 

celebrities became linen napkins! All groups 

with the exception of 'Touchvision' attended 

the Christmas fayre, which was a resounding 

success. There, 'Cherish' and 'Featurelight' made 

significant amounts of money, while 'White 

Publications' sold raffle tickets for a Christmas 

hamper, only to find that the winner was one of 
their parents! 

'Touchvision' persevered with their product 

development, coming up with an impressive 

design. The unfortunate inconsistency of 

support from their business advisor from Young 

Enterprise ultimately contributed to the product 
not being ready in time. 

Before long, the preparation for the local Young 

Enterprise Competitions began in earnest. All 

four teams presented a review of their year to 

an external panel in Touchwood's business 

centre. Although `Touchvision' had arguably the 

most innovative idea, inability to execute the 

project meant that they could not progress any 

further in the competition. 

All other teams were invited to the next round 

in Blythe Valley. This was essentially the same, 

only to different people, including none-other 

than Mr Griffiths, Dragon from the Den! The 

Lord Mayor was also in attendance to give our 

efforts municipal approval. On this occasion, 

'Cherish' won the award for Best Presentation, 

and deservedly so. 'Featurelight reached the 

next round, again in Birmingham. 

The presentation again was essentially the 

same, and we were all starting to get a little 

annoyed by the repetition. The food was nice 

though! `Featurelight' did not gain a place in the 

next round, which meant that they had reached 

the same stage as had been reached in recent 

years. All in ail, a good time was had by all, with 

varying levels of productivity. We would like to 

thank all staff and the business advisors 

involved. 

Winston Yap 

BBC One's The 
Big Questions' 
Broadcast 
On 30th March 2008, at The Grace Academy, 

nine Sixth Form students, Adam Carver, Lauren 

Haines, Lauren Clark-Hughes, Richard 

Crampton, James Benge, Adam Khimji, Georgina 

Aldridge, Chris Hall and Cameron Stocks 

prepared themselves to be broadcast, live, on 

the politically and religiously charged BBC1 

programme, 'The Big Questions'. The presenter, 

Nicky Campbell, introduced the panellists: 

Fareena Alam, editor of Q magazine; James 

O'Brien, the LBC talk-show host; Alex Goldberg, 

the youngest-ever member of the British Board 

of Deputies; Kulveer Ranger, Vice-Chairman for 

Cities for the Conservative Party, and the special 

guest speaker: singer and presenter of the BBC 

series 'What Not To Wear', Mica Paris. 
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occasional 'yuk' we had a quick look at the 

dinosaurs in the Museum of Natural History, 

er 	
the Pitt-Rivers is located, before 

wcei  

returg 
i

n 
her in atto Solihull. Thanks go to Miss Guy, for 

>n able appetite for the weird, wonderful 

an  hd 3wnri 

ght grotesque and Mr Affleck for his 

excellent driving skills.  

Saturday 19 April once again saw several 

Solihull School Classicists huddled together in 

their anoraks outside the station, ready to hunt 

for Egyptian treasure. Some 36 years after the 
treasures of Tutankhamun last left Britain, a new 

exhibition, 'Tutankhamun and the Golden Age of 

the Pharaohs', had decamped to the 02 in 

London, and braving the bitter cold and 

London's terrifying transport, we set foot in a 

world of burnished gold, intrigue and elongated 

skulls. 

The exhibition was split into eleven galleries 

explaining the boy king's family background, his 

discovery, and various artefacts closely 

assoc ated with his reign. We were aware that 

the mummy and the funerary mask would not 

be present, but given the focus the promotional 

material had placed on Tutankhamun, it seemed 

incongruous to keen-eyed Classicists that no 

artefacts relating to his reign were to be seen 

until gallery eight, and very little from the tomb 

was on show. There is no doubt that the 

collection was opulent and spectacular. The 

trouble was, most people had come to see 

Tutankhamun, and little new information was 

gleaned from the exhibition about him. It was 

made clear to us that a great responsibility over 

the religious future of Egypt was thrust into the 

young king's hands, and a decision to overturn 

the new sun worship that had recently replaced 

the accepted pantheon was proffered as a link 

between the first eight galleries, detailing the 

lives )f his ancestors, and the ones pertaining to 

Tutankhamun himself. This was the focal point 

of the whole exhibition, but sadly, the link was 

neither explained nor substantiated. Why was 

Tutankhamun? Why might this be connected to 

is dc  thhe:hange in worship made? Why was it 

overturned? How did this happen under 

.ath? These were the questions many were 

asking, and sadly, for all its grandeur, the 

exhibition declined to debunk any myths or 

offer any theories. Nonetheless, our jaunt to 

enligitening day, and our thanks go to Miss 

Lleoanddi  on had proved an exciting, if not wholly 

Guy, igM tr hAe ftflreipc.k, and Mr and Mrs Hurst for 

Tom Foxall and Alexander Hurst 

Architectural  Walking Tour 
of Birmingham 
The train from Solihull to Birmingham Moor 

Street takes some ten grey minutes. It passes 

from insipid suburbia, through the city's 

careworn industrial outlands, into the brash new 

city centre. I've always been glad to have the 

train insulate me from the rest of the world on 

the trip in. After all, what do Digbeth and 

Eastside have to offer? Lots, it turns out, 

especially to those — like me — who smugly 

ignore them from our trains. 

Digbeth, which dates from 1166, is in fact the 

original centre of Birmingham, and so has the 

longest and most chequered architectural 

history. It was founded around the River Rea, 

whose water powered Birmingham's industrial 

expansion, whether for weaving, tanning, 

brewing or milling. The architectural legacy 

ranges from the 15th century Old Crown Pub to 

the brand new Millennium Point. The buildings 

that make the greatest impact, however, are the 

remnants of the industrial age: Moor Street 

Station, the Custard Factory, the rail viaducts 

which bulldoze their way through the suburbs, 

the Grand Union Canal, the hulk of the old 

Typhoo Tea Factory. The buildings can be awe-

inspiring, but also witty and quietly ironic — the 

Romanesque chapel built before World War One 

and never consecrated, nowadays used as a 

garage and carwash, for example, or UB40's 

recording studio, a scurrilous riot of colour in a 

grey street. 

The Architectural Walking Tour of Birmingham, 

which has covered the city centre and the 

Jewellery Quarter in previous years, is a gem. It's 

a pity that it's largely attended only by 

Classicists. Birmingham's grimescape deserves 

better. Many thanks again to Jim, our resident 

architect, for all his hard work putting the tour 

together and to Miss Guy and Miss Dickinson 

for their unfailing enthusiasm. 

Alexander Hurst 

Ancient Greek  Club 
Ancient Greek Club has given us the chance to 

learn about how the Greeks lived — what they 

ate, the gods they believed in and what they did 

in their daily lives. 

Luke and Alesha particularly enjoyed learning 

about what the Greeks ate. We had an Ancient 

Greek picnic with feta cheese, olives, hummus 

and many other things, including a few 

chocolate bars which, of course, they didn't eat 

in ancient times! 

Tom and Matthew have enjoyed creating 

projects and display boards on Greek gods and 

Egypt. It was especially good fun writing our 

names in hieroglyphs. There's something for 

everyone at Ancient Greek club, so Nathan and 

Ewan found the drama sessions the most fun. 

We did a play about Odysseus, made props and 

dressed up. 

Shivaali and Rhianna are looking forward to 

visiting the Myths & Monsters exhibition in 

Birmingham in a few weeks, where they will 

learn about classical monsters such as the one-

eyed Cyclops. 

Many of the other members liked to get 

together once a week to play one of the board 

games we have — for example 'Pots' which is an 

ancient version of Monopoly, and 'By Jove'. 

Fascinating facts we have learnt about the 
ancient world: 
1. In the original Greek Olympics, there 
was race especially for unmarried women! 
2. It was quite normal for men to 

exercise together...naked! 

3. Egyptians used pictures to form 

words; there were over 2000 different pictures 

in their 'alphabet'. 

Thank you to Miss Dickinson for organising the 

club — it has been a really fun year! 

Alesha Ghani & Luke Birtwhistle 

Senior Debating 
It has been another successful year for debating, 

with the standard of debates and audience 

numbers increasing throughout the year. The 

crowning glory of the past months was great 

success of the European Youth Parliament team 

in Durham and Dublin. This helped to encourage 

an entirely new group of people to become 

involved in debating and encouraged greater 

participation throughout the school years. 

Unfortunately the society was not able to 

replicate its EYP success in the other 

competitions entered but a great deal of 

progress was shown, leaving the future of 

competitive debating looking very strong 

indeed. This year the school sent teams to a 

great deal of competitions, including the Oxford 

Union, Midlands Schools Competition, ESU 

Mace and Taylor Trophy. The school also hosted 

the regional round of the Cambridge Union 

competition where James Benge, Richard 

Crampton, Tom Foxall and Georgie Rhodes 

performed well and organised an excellent 

event, narrowly failing to qualify for the 

national round. Many thanks to Tom Aitchison, 

Christel Rogers, Lauren Haines, Lauren Clark-

Hughes, Rob Gooden, Sophie Hawker, Richard 

Brough, Joe Worrall, Michael Delaney, James 

Trueman, Theo Wasserberg and Ben Timms: we 

hope that the building blocks laid down this 

year can lead to great successes in competitive 

debating in the near future. 

One of the successes of the Debating Society 

over the past year has been the increasing role 

that the Thursday Debate has played in school 

life, with audience numbers increasing 

significantly from only two years ago. We began 

the year in fine style discussing the rather 

topical issue of whether mobile phones had a 

place in Solihull School. Throughout the year 

we discussed a variety of different topics; from 

those related to school life (This House Would 

Distribute Condoms in School, This House 

Believes Some A. Levels Are More Equal Than 

Others) to more serious global issues (This 

House Would Boycott the Olympics, This House 

Believes Terrorists Have Rights Too) via some of 

the more comedic (This House Would Rather Be 

a Boy Than a Girl, This House Would Never 

Grow Up). Alongside these have been the more 

traditional debates, the Christmas debate and 

the final UVI debate. In the Christmas debate it 
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The first debate, "Does the right to life start 
from conception?" was, sadly, exclusive to the 
panellists; the audience seemed too shy to 
intervene in the heated battle between the 
passionate speakers in the front row. However, 
the second debate: "Should faith be banned 
from schools?" was more inclusive, as we saw 
two Solihull School representatives 
participating. Lauren Clark-Hughes turned the 
debate around and addressed the real issue of 
the quality of education, thus saving the debate 
from going off course. Georgina also began an 
exceptional point, but was suddenly cut off by 
an over excited panellist. More of Solihull's 
students spoke in the third and final debate: 
"Has the time come to tower the voting age to 
16?" Adam Carver delivered a powerful 
comment in favour of lowering the voting age, 
as did Richard Crampton who gave a similarly 
convicted statement in the last moments of the 
programme. All in all, everyone involved 
thoroughly enjoyed their moment of fame. 

Lauren Haines 

Engineering 
Education 
Scheme 
Ben Johnson, Sian Rees, Stuart Clarke and 
William Paskins, all LVI, have been working 
throughout the last six months with sponsors 
National Grid as part of the Engineering 
Education Scheme. The Scheme aims to provide 
an insight into career opportunities in the areas 
of design and engineering. 

The team successfully designed and prototyped 
a solution to their set problem. National Grid 
replaces old decaying metallic gas pipes with PE 
pipes, but as the new pipes are inserted they 
often jam, due to amount of debris in the 
existing pipe work. The team proposed altering 
the feeding method by extending the studding 
on the present towing head to accommodate a 
strong compression spring. This breaks up the 
debris and evenly distributes it to allow for 
continuous smooth pipe insertion. This proved 
to be a simple, cost effective solution to the 
problem, requiring minimal alteration to the 
current insertion equipment and technique. 

MrJ Belcher 

Enrichment 
In Enrichment this year a great number of 

students have learnt new skills. Some prepared 

for university life by learning the basics of 

cooking — "No, John, you have to put water in 

the pan with the egg to boil it!" — or learned to 

impress on the dance floor under the watchful 

eye of the excellent Martin Cutler. This year a 

new link with Calthorpe Special School has 

enabled a group of students to go and teach the 

basics of French to disabled children. Many of 

our Sixth Formers have offered voluntary 

service to other parts of the wider Solihull 

community, in some cases gaining valuable 

work experience for futures aimed at the 

medical or teaching professions. As ever, a large 

group of the LVI honed their leadership skills as 

Terriers Instructors with the Third forms, whilst 

UVI formers gave invaluable help in coaching 

sports to the same age group on Fridays. 

The excellent Musical was rehearsed in 

Enrichment on Mondays and the Young 

Enterprise Companies developed their business 

acumen and planned sales of a range of items 

and services on Thursdays. The latter part of the 

year offered the LVI the chance to prepare their 

UCAS applications and to weigh up the 

potential benefits of the GAP year alternative, 

an option brought vividly to life by Ed Leftwich 
OS. 

The talk by Paul Guyver of the local Fire Service 

Accident Prevention unit will stick in the minds 

of our Sixth Formers for a long time, especially 

the visit of accident victim Stuart Castle. We 

were also pleased to welcome back WPC Maria 

Dann, who talked about some of the 

consequences of the binge drinking, which 

seems to have become a real problem for young 

people today. Helen Clare and Jodie Stirrupp 

brought information about opportunities for 

volunteering, and Amy Harrison gave a powerful 

presentation on the continuing plight of the 

people of Darfur. The Europe Day "Question 

Time" debate, excellently organized by Lauren 

Haines, is dealt with in more detail elsewhere. 

Enrichment aims to broaden the knowledge of 

our Sixth Formers, so that they are better able 

to adapt to the demands placed on them as 

members of the community at university and 

beyond. It also encourages them to respect their 

somewhat privileged position within the local 

and wider environment. In this respect it also 

included this year the collections made on 

behalf of Teenage Cancer Trust whilst packing 

bags at M&S in the Christmas period and the 

non-uniform day contribution to the plight of 
Darfurian refugees. 

Mr M R Brough 

Bencher 
Training Day 
Did you ever wonder how a mixed group C : 
people with different interests could w ork 
together as a team of Benchers? 

After we were invited to be Benchers f or 
 2007/08, the school organised a training day 

that helped us to get to know each other better 
The day was run by external consultants wh o 

 put us through a number of different activities 
designed to get us to work together as a team 
The day also helped us to build a good level r) 
trust between the Benchers, with sessions 
focused on developing our listening skills 
reasoning and how to assess situations logically. 

Everyone found this good fun and very 
beneficial and if you have the opportunity to 
become a bencher, I really would recommend 
this training day. 

Lorna O'Neill 

Classics Society 
Visit to the Ashmolean 
Museum 
Saturday 8 October saw a small group of rather 
wet Classicists gathering in the Field of Mars for 
a trip to Oxford to visit the Ashmolean Museum 
and, in Miss Guy's words, the fabulous Pitt-
Rivers Museum. 

Unfortunately the rain didn't show any sign of 
stopping as we arrived at Oxford and we very 
quickly walked to the Ashmolean. This museum 
is currently undergoing a major facelift and it 
was interesting to see a museum that was both 
a relic of the Victorian era and a sign of things 
to come. Several galleries were closed, or full of 
unidentifiable objects wrapped in newspaper 
and bubble wrap, but there was a series of 
galleries on Sir Arthur Evans and his discoveries 
at Crete that were an example of what the 
whole Museum will be like once the workmen 
have left. The old style Egypt galleries were 
fascinating, with hundreds of scarabs, ankhs and 
several large mummies, and the exhibition of 
'treasures', including a very impressive Native 

American cloak, had something for everyone. 

After lunch came the Pitt-Rivers Museum, the 
highlight of the day.The Pitt-Rivers is a museum 
of the weird and wonderful. As ever, the 

shrunken heads both fascinated and disgusted, 
with one of our group very carefully memorising 
how to indeed shrink a head! The cabinet on 
'sympathetic magic' bemused/amused us all, 
especially when a kindly guard told us we were 
allowed to open the drawers underneath the 
display case. This revealed many treasures, 
including a dried toad stuffed full of nails, 
believed to be a curse of some description! After 
a couple of hours of wide eyed delight and the 
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was made abundantly clear to the two scrooges 

James Benge and 011ie Mayman that the rest of 

the audience did in fact want to wish everyone 

a Merry Christmas. The final motion of the year 

was, as is tradition, This House Believes These 

Were the Best Days of our Lives, proposed by 

the president James Benge and his deputy 011ie 

Mayman and opposed by Richard Crampton 

and Caroline Howley. Both sides vehemently 

argued as to whether there is anything to look 

forward to after Solihull School, with the 

audience deciding that there was indeed life 

after school. 

There are a huge number of people to thank for 

the great success of the past year. Firstly, those 

without whom debating could not happen, the 

audience. It has been a pleasure debating in 

front of such a bright, interested and funny 

group of people. All the committee deserve 

thanks for their excellent work and good luck to 

next year's Committee, which will surely be lead 

to the stratospheres of debating brilliance by 

new President, Tom Foxall. Thanks also to James 

Benge and 011ie Mayman for their sterling 

efforts leading the society to new heights. Most 

importantly, thanks to Mrs. Hughes, Miss. Guy 

and Dr. Coetzee for their excellent advice and 

help throughout the year. Good luck for next 

year. 

James Benge 

Junior Debating 
Junior Debating Society struggled last year, but 

this year we were able to get it up and running, 

with the support of Dr Coetzee. It has gone from 

strength to strength, with Tina Gough and 

Frankie Levey leading from the front as 

President and Secretary respectively. Although 

the motions of the debates at the start of the 

year were quite simple and undemanding such 

as 'This House would wear make-up in schools,' 

and 'This House believes Santa is green,' the 

level now is higher and we have progressed to 

much harder debates such as 'This House would 

enforce the Euro in Britain,' and 'This House 

would reinstate the death penalty.' This is 

mainly thanks to the intense (and sometimes 

harsh!) judging and training from the Sixth 

Formers, in particular, Chris Hall. 

In January of this year, four members of the 

Society (John Gilbert, Tina Gough, Chris 

Beaumont-Dark and As fa ndyar Qureshi) 

entered a Regional Debating competition at 

Birmingham University. Although they were 

novices in the art of Debating, they did very 

well and competed with top class debaters who 

were not only older than them, but also more 

experienced. A special mention must go to Chris 

Beaumont-Dark because although he was only 

in Thirds, he managed to participate at this top 

level and beat many people several years older 

than him. Unfortunately the two pairs did not 

make it through to the next stage, but we hope 

that in the next few years the rising stars of the 

Junior Debating Society will go far in the 

competition. 

The Debating Society now meets weekly, with 

members ranging from Lower Fifths to Thirds. 

We welcome anyone of any ability to watch 

and join in with the fun! Finally, on behalf of the 

Junior Debating Society, we would like to thank 

Dr Coetzee and the Sixth Formers for the help 

they have given us to keep the Society alive. 

Tina Gough and Frankie Levey 

Anglo-French 
Society of 
Birmingham 
Competitions 
Solihull School students entered the Anglo-

French Society of Birmingham competitions 

this year in Birmingham University, with great 

results. Tom Foxall came second in the Mme 

Best Poetry competition (Sixth Form) and 

Georgina Rhodes also performed well, making it 

into the finals. 

Congratulations also go to Alex Weaver, who 

made it into the finals of the Under 16 section 

of the competition and Chris Williamson was 

commended in the heats. 

mrs c E Checketts 

French 
Immersion 
Teaching of 
Geography 
During April, both IVA and IVB were taught an 

element of their courses entirely in French. This 

was done over two lessons, one lesson per week. 

The topic the pupils were studying was the 

physical geography of France, involving an 

examination of the country and an analysis of 

the densely populated Ile de France, around 

Paris and the very rural area around l'Auvergne. 

The pupils worked very well in groups to 

identify and present to the class in French the 

various reasons for population density, using 

materials supplied entirely in French. 

The practice of immersion teaching comes from 

the continent and is being implemented in 

some British schools. Lessons are delivered 

through a second language; this has been shown 

to give pupils a better awareness of and 

confidence in their interpretation of the foreign 

language and a more fundamental learning of 

the subject matter. 

Some of the pupils were asked to complete a 

questionnaire, which was returned with very 

favourable 	comments. 	Many 	regarded 

Immersion teaching as a fun and interesting 

way of learning; many also expressed an interest 

in the Immersion teaching of other subjects, 

namely; RS, History, Geography and even Maths. 

Watch this space! 

Mrs L DelVecchio 

French Poetry 
Competition 
This year, members of Year 8 entered a French 

Poetry Competition run by the University of 
West England. We pitched the competition an 
opportunity for Gifted and Talented students to 

use their French skills beyond the classroom.We 

are still awaiting the results, but include two 

strong entries below. 

Vert 

Le ver est vert 

Le ver vert est un ver de terre 

Le ver de terre vert est vertueux 

Le ver de terre vert et vertueux a une verseuse 

La verseuse du ver de terre vert et vertueux est 

verte 

Le ver de terre vert et vertueux avec une 

verseuse verte aime verser 	 

LE THE VERT ! 

Simon Turpin 

Qui est cet intrus? 

II est grand 

II est blond 

Qui est cet intrus? 

II arrive en mobylette 

II porte un pistolet 

Qui est cet intrus? 

Dans le jardin, il se tapit 

Sur le gazon, il accroupit 

Qui est cet intrus? 

Le chien s'effraye 

II court pour se cacher 

Qui est cet intrus... ? 

Rajveer Chohan. 

Spanish 
Interactive 
Language Day 
GCSEs finished, 83 days of lie-ins - right? 

Wrong! On the first day of the holidays Mrs. 

Checketts put me forward to attend a Spanish 

Interactive Language Day as part of the Young 
Gifted and Talented Programme at Aston 
University. Prior to going all students were 
required to watch the Spanish film "La Lengua 
de las Mariposas" (Butterfly's Tongue), the tale 

of a schoolboy growing up during the Spanish 
Civil War. The day was spent discussing and 
analysing the film, only talking and writing in 
Spanish. I found this challenging as I was the 
youngest on the course but was confident by 
the afternoon to do my presentation in Spanish 
on the Civil War. I really enjoyed the day and 
met students from all over the country. If you 
get the opportunity to attend one of these days 
would highly recommend it. Muchas gracias to 

Mrs Checketts for organising it! 

Alex Barber 

CCF (Army) 
This was another good year for the army section 
but one tinged with sadness as we say goodbye 
to 2Lt F E Holden. In Miss Holden's first year at 
school she was lucky enough to attend a 
Snowdonia School with Mr Reardon and Mr 
Leonard and after some gentle persuasion she 
decided that she would join the CCF. Since then 
Miss Holden has been ever present at training 
weekends whatever the weather and has always 

impressed with her enthusiasm to do anything 
that was asked, even if she was a little unsure of 
the weapon drills. 

On the training side, the school competed in 
the annual Military Skills Competition held in 
October at Nesscliff. Led by Sgt Williams, the 
team of LVth cadets performed very creditably 
but unfortunately we did not gain any 
silverware. During the year WO2 (SSI) P G Dean 
MBE organised several range days with many 
cadets gaining shooting badges and also a 
couple of Signals courses that were well 
attended. 

There were also three training weekends held at 
Leek and Beckingham. Battle Camp this year 
was again held at Longmoor and involved King's 
Rochester providing the enemy. Once again the 
weather was kind to us and some excellent 
training was undertaken. 

As always, the year culminated in our summer 
camp, which was held at Crowborough. 54 
members of the Army section attended this 
camp, which was very successful, probably the 
best camp that we have had in the last ten 
years. There was the opportunity to fire many 
different weapon systems from a bow and 
arrow to the laser trainer and SA80. Luckily the 
week we were there was relatively dry but the 
previous week was washed out as evidenced by 
the duckboards in front of the accommodation 
blocks. 

The highlight of the year was the Biennial 
Inspection in October held at Nesscliff Training 
Area. The Reviewing Officer was Brigadier J 
Bourne-May Commanding Officer of 143 West 
Midlands Brigade. The brigadier started the day 
at RAF Cosford where he met members of the 
RAF section at the Air Experience Flying School. 
The weather was good and he was able to see 
some of our cadets flying. In the afternoon he 
was able to watch the Army section perform 
some training ranging from basic patrolling to 
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section attacks, shooting on the range and 
climbing. The brigadier was very impressed by 
the enthusiasm of all the cadets he spoke to and 
the leadership shown by the NCO's. 

Once again all the activities offered by the Army 
section can only happen due to the 
commitment of the staff. I would like to thank 
LT D Reardon, Lt D A Farrington, Lt E R Hurst, 2Lt 
F E Holden and 2Lt NE Corbett for all their help 
during the year. All this could not happen 
without the administration and organisation of 
W011 P G Dean MBE. 

Maj N W S Leonard (Contingent Commander) 

RAF 
The RAF section of the CCF has attracted a 
record number of cadets this year and turnout 
at Monday Parade has been excellent. Our 
SNCO Alastair Barber has expertly led the 
section. His quiet, yet efficient manner has 
encouraged younger pupils in a wide variety of 
activities and has also enabled more senior 
cadets to develop their own leadership skills. 
Sam Worcester, James Goodwin and Louis 
Deane have faithfully assisted Alastair 
throughout the year, helping to produce a varied 
and stimulating program and ensuring that all 
cadets achieved 100% success in the Part One 
and Part Two of the academic training 
programme. 

Their first challenge was to prepare a large 
number of new cadets for their initial visit to an 
RAF base on Field Day. Lessons in RAF History 
and etiquette, RAF style Drill and rudimentary 
Principles of Flight were ably planned and 
delivered and there was great excitement and 
much anticipation as we set off for RAF Cosford 
but as we left the Field of Mars on a foggy 

1 1 
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morning in October it looked unlikely that 

many cadets would get airborne. However the 

weather was kind to us and the new cadets 

were exhilarated by the opportunity of taking 

control of the aircraft in mid-air during their 

first flight. Many of our more experienced flyers 

could not resist indulging in a spot of aerobatics 

afforded by the beautiful clear skies. Even Fl. Off 

Bates was tempted to fly upside-down on his 

first flight! 

In addition to the academic training, cadets 

have enjoyed adventure training, canoeing, 

command tasks, flight simulations and 

leadership activities. In September we 

welcomed a new Test NCO, Sgt. G Brown 

affectionately known as 'Jawz' who has provided 

invaluable assistance with Drill and Weapons 

Training and given the cadets expert coaching 

for the annual Assigi Shooting Competition. 

Most of our flying experience has been focussed 

on powered gliding with weekend visits to RAF 

Cosford but we are also grateful to recently 

retired Flt Lt Loynton who just couldn't keep 

away, returning to help with occasional mid-

week flying. 

Time spent in the air has many rewards and we 

are delighted that yet again the high calibre of 

our cadets has been recognised by the RAF. 

Louis Deane, having previously gained a gliding 

scholarship, has been awarded a much-coveted 

Flying scholarship and he heads off to Scotland 

for an intensive two-week residential course in 
June. 

The highlight of the year for most cadets is 

summer camp where they get the opportunity 

to live and work on an RAF base for a week.This 

year we are travelling to RAF Valley, the home of 

the Hawk fighter jet, were we anticipate lots of 

opportunities to put all the training and hard 

work of the past year into practice. 

Flt Lt A R Lancaster. 
OC RAF section 

Terriers 
"In Terriers, Mr Garner showed us how to have 

fun climbing and being outdoors, but that it is 

also serious." 
Callum Fisher 

"In First Aid we learnt the recovery position and 

how to tie bandages. It was fun, as the Sixth 

Formers made it exciting. Once we had 

practised the recovery position we were able to 

perform it in front of the rest of the group, 

which was a huge boost of confidence." 

Theresa Morgan and Amy Middleton 

"In Survival Skills we made a tent out of simple 

cloth and ropes; it was difficult but we made it 

work. We also had to find materials and light a 

fire, which was a real challenge but could come 

in handy." 
Hasan Ali and Tom Stone 

"In Shooting we used a 22 rifle to fire at targets 

whilst lying down. We used earmuffs to protect 

our ears from the deafening 'crack' of metal 

hitting metal. It tested our steadiness of nerve 

and gun arm. It was a great experience and we 

would love to do it again!" 

Luke Carr and Humza Chaudhary 

"In Rope-Work we used team spirit to pull a 

rope which made the other rope, that was 

attached to a tree, tighten. Wearing a safety 

harness, we climbed a ladder and swung on the 

rope as fast as we could. It was rather scary and 

exciting, testing your strength and speed." 

TJ Regan and James Taylor 

"In cooking, we used gas stoves and a frying pan 

to cook a range of different things to eat. Our 

favourites were sausages, bacon and waffles.The 

stoves cooked everything quickly and made it 

nice and crispy. We cooked everything in olive 

oil. Cooking was extremely enjoyable as the 

food was lovely and we got to eat in lessons!" 

Jamie Malik and Matthew Swales 

Eco-Club 
Eco-Club is an innovative and forward-thinking 

club, whose main aims are to make people more 

aware of what they can do to help the 

environment, and to make the best use of the 

world around us. Our enthusiastic members 

have been very busy this year: 

The Pond 
In May, Eco-Club renovated the pond, near the 

Fort.We decided that the pond should have new 

plants and herbs so Miss Dickinson arranged a 

trip to the local garden centre. We set about 

buying the seeds. We bought herbs such as 

thyme and basil, some tomatoes and also many 

packets of flowering plants. 

Recycling 
One of our main aims is to make the school 

'greener' by encouraging recycling. We have 

introduced paper recycling into classrooms and 

have also started to introduce plastic bottle 

recycling around the school. 

Assembly 

We held a Lower School assembly to raise 

awareness of 'green issues and are working 

towards achieving a 'Green Flag' award, which 

will confirm our status as an eco-friendly place 

with plans and ideas to help the planet in the 

future. 

The members are: Nathan Carter, Chris Bevins, 

Ben Piggin, Ewan Waddell, Belinda Saunders, 

Olivia D'Aliberti, Laura Newboult, Simon Turpin, 
Mrs Brown & Miss Dickinson. 

Ben Piggin 

Third Form 
Trebuchet 
Competition 
When the Third Form visited Warwick Castle 

earlier this term we saw a working Trebuchet 

fire a large rock hundreds of metres. Inspired by 

this, the History Department organised a 

competition challenging the Third Form to build 

their own trebuchets — the winner would be the 

machine which could fire a squash ball the 
furthest. 

On Monday lunchtime 11 trebuchets were 

assembled on the Astroturf, together with a 

large crowd of spectators. Cameron Stewart-

Robinson, Hannah Butler, Maddy Lavery, Nicole 

Angelides, Chris Rooney, Luke Owen, Matt Tyler, 

Matt Bottomley, Shivaali Karelia, Liz Thomas, 

Cameron Baines and a large section of 3LD built 

machines which ranged from a few inches tall 

to one which was almost 8 feet high. 

After firing two rounds each, the results were 

decided: in third place, reaching 20 meters, was 

Cameron Stewart-Robinson. In second place 

reaching 25 metres, was Hannah Butler. 

However, the clear winner was Luke Owen 

whose powerful but compact machine hurled 

the ball the entire width of the Astroturf! Well 

done to all who took part. 

Mr GJ Affleck 

Chess 
This year has seen a continued improvement in 

the standard of our chess. Many younger 

players, particularly from Years 6 and 8, have 

bolstered our ranks and this bodes well for the 

coming years, as some are very talented. Our 

coach, Mr Thomas, has again been instrumental 

in improving our play, for both new and existing 
players. 

Comparing the matches of all four of our school 

teams, we once again bettered our match 

scores from last year's league, and many players 

did extremely well individually. We also 

participated in four tournaments and managed 

to retain the trophy we won last year in one of 

them. We hosted two of our own tournaments, 

both very successful and involving teams from 

across the country — including the National 
Champions. 

One of the major events of the year was the UK 

Schools Chess Challenge. Chand Tailor and John 

Gilbert are joint School Champions; they fought 

two closely contested drawn games in the final 

and could not be separated. On behalf of the 

club and teams I would like to thank both Mr 

Thomas and Dr Powell for helping us and 

arranging our matches. 

John Gilbert 

Senior Team 
Maths Challenge 
This year, a team of four mathematicians went 

to Warwick University to compete in the first 

ever Senior Team Maths Challenge. Our team 

consisted of Qiao Sun, James Timperly, Richard 

Brough and George Haynes. We won our 

regional finals, and so travelled to London for 

the National Finals in February. Unfortunately, 

we could not repeat our performance of the 

regionals. Thanks go to Mr Worrall for his help 
and support. 

George Haynes 

Library 
Arvon Creative Writing 
Residential Course 
Back in May 2007, I set out the beauty of 

Dartmoor and what I described tentatively as a 

'teacher-training course'. Yes, school paid for it, 

but I soon realised that this was also a 

personally enriching opportunity to be truly 

creative. Still, I was intent on viewing myself as 

an English teacher, "there to learn how to teach 

pupils to write". Within hours, the facade came 

down and I admitted just how much I wanted to 

develop as a writer. There was plenty of time to 

write in the inspiring and friendly setting of 

Totleigh Barton, Dartmoor. Our tutors were 

wonderful - warm and enthusiastic, and 

discerning in their feedback. We gelled as a 

group so much that, a year on, many of us still 

share our writing and have planned a reunion. 

Arvon is a joy and a confidence boost - 

something I wanted our students at Solihull 

School to experience too. I was sure that an 

Arvon Course would impact their confidence 

and performance at school, but also encourage 

them in developing a creativity that goes well 

beyond classrooms and examinations. When 

James Geldard and I took seventeen teenagers 

to Totleigh Barton this April, it proved to be true. 

And we had a lot of fun! 

We took pupils aged eleven to sixteen — quite a 

range and a risk in terms of small group 

dynamics. Totleigh quickly worked its magic 

though. Luke Carr reflects, "Even though at the 

beginning we were in different friendship 

groups, we were soon all mingling and friends 

with everyone." Stirling team efforts in the 

kitchen and epic games of Dodgeball are 

testament to this. In fact the kitchen was the 

focal point for most of us, even if cooking for 

twenty filled some with dread. Squeamish 

Maddie Lavery told me "I loved the cooking; I 

never thought I'd touch a raw chicken but not 

only did I do that, I dipped my hands in a mix of 

honey, lemon and chilli paste, and rubbed it over 

twelve chickens. That was great fun!" 
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and Simon helped the students to get words 'off 

the page' and think about bringing colour and 
tone to their performances. 

The evening line-up involved writing that was 

emotional, tense, and sometimes out of this 

world. Notable performances included Tom 

Griesbach's wonderful Irish accent and Mark 

Goodwin's skilful delivery — as Spoz rightly said, 

if Mark read from the 'phone book, he would 

hold people's attention! However, every single 

student performed brilliantly and I only hope 

they continue writing copiously and sharing the 

results with the rest of us! 

Miss H E Pike 

Lower School Keil 
Poetry Prize 

Why don't you like me? 

Why don't you like me? 

I just want to be friends. 

Can't you at least 

Try and pretend? 

I don't like you. 

It's no fault of your own 

So can you please 

Just leave me alone? 

Why don't you like me? 

Can you not see 

That all your jokes 

Make a mockery of me? 

I don't like you. 

Can you not see 

That every day 

You annoy me? 

Fine. I see what you're getting at 

I'll leave you alone 

And that will be that. 

Joseph Halbert 

Upper School Keil 
Poetry Prize 

Hell 

If I lived in Hell, 

I don't think it would be that bad 

Traditional Hell compared to my everyday hell 

(Lower case h, take note) 

Would be nothing 

Everyday, burdened with a feeling of insecurity 

Inadequate 

Trust me to be inadequate 

How lonely and boring and upsetting life is 

When I'm not cool enough, not pretty enough; 

Not loud or proud or tall enough... 

Like the time in Year 7, when I was still untrained 
In the art of hair straightening 

And make-up wearing, and skirt hitching-upping 

I remember sitting down beside the 'cool' girls 

For the first and last time one lunch 

And I lasted a few heavenly seconds before they 
got up 

Turned round, and left me alone 

And I sat there, stung with humiliation, 
repenting of my idiocy 

The female Judas of the school for wearing my 

skirt the right length 

And having kinks in my hair 

And, lo; the notion of inadequacy was revealed 
to me 

This, surely, is Hell on Earth 

(Upper case H, take note) 

Not roasting on fires and demons nibbling at 
you 

For all eternity — no; 

Hell on Earth is always being inadequate 

In everything 

No matter what 

And being perfectly aware of what I lack 

Yet also being completely unable 

To change and be adequate 

I'd rather take the pitchforks of Lucifer and 

eternal damnation instead any day 

Hell might be too strong a word to use 

Maybe life is Hell, and both are not separate, but 

mingle 

Maybe the virtue of coolness and the sin of 

uncoolness aren't all that different 

Maybe I'm just imagining it? 

If people can imagine God, I can imagine Hell 

Right here, on Earth; the flames of insecurity 

licking at my ankles 

As I pray at the altar of anguish 

Praying fervently 

Saying, 0 Lord! Please let this one like me 

Let this one like me as much as I want them to 

Georgina Aldridge 
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Don't be misled though — these students are 

serious writers. There is a lot of writing to be 

done on an Arvon course, in workshops, 

tutorials, during the afternoon free time, and for 

a few keen ones, a stint in the gazebo that 

began with the dawn chorus. Some students 

were taking their first steps as writers. Others 

had novels stashed under the bed. One had a 

trilogy planned and another had a sci-fi series of 

ten novels planned out in astounding detail — 

yes, really! 

I was impressed by the supportive feedback that 

students gave each other about their writing 

too. Budding poet Jamie Turpin declares, "At 

Arvon, it is almost impossible to feel sad." A 

spirited claim, and yet it's justified. I forgot to 

wear my 'teacher hat' because there was such a 

strong sense of community, rather than 

hierarchy. In fact, James Geldard and I 

participated in the workshops along with the 

students, and I honestly didn't hear a squabble 

or a snipe from any one, all week. As Jamie 

rightly says: "The atmosphere inspires your 

writing and your writing inspires others, and so 

it goes on. Totleigh has a warm, homely 

atmosphere and being able to look out of a 

window into the sun-bathed garden and put 

pen to paper gives you an indescribable 

sensation, like a cool cocktail but better." 

A 'cool cocktail' is a fitting metaphor for our 

final evening — a showcase of the students' 

work. There really was a mix of everything — 

emotive poetry, gripping adventure, science 

fiction and monologues. Our tutor, Lucy English, 

shared the secrets of performance poetry, 

helping each student with their vocals and 

presentation. Tutor and children's author Steve 

Voake read from his delightful 'Daisy Dawson' 

story about a girl who can talk to animals and, 

as Maddie rightly says, "he mimicked the ant 

voice perfectly, making us all laugh." It was a 

wonderful celebration of the week's work and 

the students' achievements. 

Solihull School's young writers have bowled me 

over with their talent and sparkle.We're booked 

in for next year and people are jostling for 

places. Creative writing has a rising profile and 

it's thanks to some lovely hosts, inspiring tutors 

and the magical 'cool cocktail' of Arvon. 

Miss H E Pike 

Author Steve Voake visits 
Solihull School 
Solihull School pupils had opportunity to meet 

the novelist Steve Voake this year. We heard 

about his move from being a head teacher of a 

primary school in Somerset into writing about 

the weird and wonderful world of insects. Steve 

Voake's first novel, Dreamwalker was snapped 

up in 2003 following a bidding war between 

four major UK publishers. Insects have always 

fascinated him, but it wasn't until he was 

tracked and bitten by a horsefly that he got the 

idea for The Dreamwalker's Child about an 

alternative universe where horseflies are piloted 

by an army of tiny people. The sequel, The Web 

of Fire, was published in January 2006 and Steve 

has also published a third novel for teenagers 

and a series of books for younger children. 

Steve ran writing workshops not only with 

Lower School pupils, but also our GCSE 

students, who have to complete a piece of 

creative writing coursework in their LV year. 

Pupils were surprised by the work they produced 

as a result of his inventive, focused writing 

exercises. Many of them went on to develop 

their work and wrote very powerful stories. 

Steve gave book readings too. The pupils may 

officially be too old for his 'Daisy Dawson' 

novels, but they weren't too mature to enjoy 

hearing his amazing animal voices; Daisy 

Dawson is good friends with a pair of gerbils 

who are obsessed with Cheesy Cheddars and an 

ant who is lost in a classroom full of 'big 

shoosies'! Not all authors perform their own 

work so well, but Steve has certainly perfected 

his ant voice. 

The Library buzzed with anticipation at 

lunchtime, when Steve met pupils for book 

signings and to chat about writing; theirs and 

his! In particular, he met the group of pupils 

who would become Arvon Writing Course 

students at Easter. Steve was to be one of our 

tutors and it was lovely to bring a 'taster' of 

Arvon writing workshops to a much wider 

student group. 

Miss H E Pike 

Visiting Performance Poets 
The Arvon Writing Course Students celebrated 

their creativity in the last week of term by 

performing their work to friends and family at a 

Readings Evening. Spoz, the Birmingham Poet 

Laureate of 2006/7, compered the event. Spoz, 

a.k.a Giovanni Esposito, describes himself as a 

"sort of poet... and member of the renowned 

'New October Poets', a singer, songwriter, 

playwright and musical writer. He has written 

and recorded albums with several bands and as 

a solo artiste and appeared before the Queen 

mum". 

Spoz was joined by Simon Lee, Birmingham 

lawyer by day, Performance Poet by night! 

Together they ran an excellent workshop with 

our Arvon students, focusing on vocal delivery. 

The Arvon students spent a great deal of their 

time at Totleigh Barton engaging very closely 

with words 'on the page'; the week had a 

positive, academic feel and I was delighted by 

the quality and creativity of their writing. Spoz 
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Solihull Rugby Season 2007/8 
The Fifteen 
Season 2007/08 witnessed Giles Ellison taking 

on the Captain's armband and leading the 

troops in a pre-season 15-a-side tournament at 

Kings' School, Macclesfield. It was clear from 

initial selections that this young group of 

players would gel as the season progressed.They 

were the best physically prepared 1st XV, having 

undertaken an arduous training programme of 

early morning circuits and weight training 

sessions. All this demonstrated their willingness 

to accept hard work in the pursuit of success. 

The tournament allowed the team to put into 

play various game plans prior to the first match 

of the domestic season against Nottingham 

High School (away). They took to the field at 

Nottingham High School earning a disjointed 

12-12 draw. The only disappointing aspects 

were the number of injuries incurred, which 

would play a factor in future matches. However, 

next to visit our "hallowed turf" were the 

combative Old Swinford Hospital, a battle royal. 

The Fifteen were 11-10 for the better with the 

referee claiming our scrum was the last bit of 

play. The rest is a steep learning experience as 

we lost 11-15. A sour taste for all! 

So, the Fifteen took their anger out in the next 

two fixtures, beating King's Worcester 22-15 

and brushing aside King Henry III Coventry 43- 

26 with a fine display of continuous rugby. The 

interplay between forwards and backs alike was 

a sight to behold. With these solid 

performances under their belt the Fifteen went 

into the Daily Mail Round Two Match with 

confidence. It was Welbeck College on a pitch 

barely fit to play on. This was the biggest 

banana skin possible and we slipped on it ... a 

loss of 7-10. Seeing grown men cry is never a 

pretty sight! 

However, the test of character is to bounce 

back. The Fifteen did just this, winning an 

awesome match at Loughborough Grammar 

School 17-12. Excellent line-out work by 

Tremble, and a rampaging back row of Ellison, 

Elliott and Brady made for a difficult afternoon 

for any opposition. Combine this with the 

attacking skills of Haggard, Super, Kirke and 

Trueman and the impact is effective and 

immediate. Next to suffer the backlash were 

Adams Grammar School, a side based upon 

forward dominance and one particular England 

U20 player. The Fifteen came out on top 23-17, 

with the story of David & Goliath on 

everybody's lips as Wilson cut the Adams 

Grammar School star to the ground. All 

eighteen Solihull players showed a work rate 

not seen to date and a will not to give up in the 

face of adversity. 

Then to Bedford Modern School and another 

test of character, not only playing ability. The 

Fifteen fought hard and squandered possible 

scoring opportunities along the way. The 

forwards excelled on numerous occasions but 

sadly to no avail as we lost again by a single 

point, 12-13. A single point ... deja vu! But 

smiles were soon back on faces as the Fifteen 

destroyed King Edwards School, Aston in round 

two of the Daily Mail Vase 42-7 showing some 

excellent surging play. Mathews-Jolly dictated 

the game at number 10 showing the wise old 

heads of Ellison and Read where to go. Howey 

put on a powerful performance and led the 

cavalry charge. 

The next three matches saw the Fifteen win 

only one. Losses were incurred against a much 

more senior RGS Worcester (5-11) and Warwick 

(12-19) with the latter being an epic. Players 

who took to the pitch that day played their 

hearts out. Trueman showed his pace and 

power as he went over in the corner. What 

could have been if the referee had seen the 

Warwick knock on before the try? C'est la vie! 

But the Fifteen claimed a fine victory in 

between the two losses against King Edward's, 

Birmingham 32-10. It was a hard fought battle. 

After Christmas, the Daily Mail Vase run began. 

First to fall by the wayside were King Edwards, 

Stratford in round 3, 21-7. An impressive display 

of powerful forward play was apparent, along 

with creative back play. Next to come was 

Loughborough (away), what a game! It 

confirmed, as Trueman again scored in the 

corner to claim a 23-22 victory, that the team 

had grown in stature. Overnight they had 

become men! 

In round five a home draw was in our favour 

against Lawrence Sheriff but not even this could 

help. On the day, the Fifteen never turned up 

and we exited the competition 9-14. Gutted — 

the dream had gone. 

On the fun side, the Fifteen performed well 

against an entourage of Old Boys in December. 

With the ball flowing from one side of the pitch 

to the other and very little respite, even Mr 

Swain began to look tired on the sideline. The 

result was irrelevant; the key was the smiles on 

their faces. 

So by the end of the season, a team who began 

as fifteen individuals ended as a complete 

entity. Congratulations and thank you to all of 

those who wore the 1st XV shirt. Well done to 

Giles for leading from the front. Congratulations 

also to Elliott, Read, Horswill, Trace, Tremble and 

Kirke who represented the County U18 XV. 

Further congratulations must go to Trueman 

who played so admirably for England U16 A XV, 

an excellent achievement we are all proud of. 

To Matthews-Jolly we wish good luck as he 

departs for new pastures. 

Finally, a huge thank you to Mr Ginns for 'Lhe 

endless hours he has put in to making rugby at 

the school what it is today. We hope you enjoy 

your retirement; please be on the end of the 

telephone! 
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2nd  XV  Rugby 
The School 2nd XV enjoyed an excellent season, 

only losing one match to a very strong Old 

Swinford Hospital side. The forwards led by 
James Kendall were an exceptionally 

competitive and powerful bunch, often 

demolishing the opposition with their fierce 

rucking and mauling. 

A special mention to stalwarts Stuart Scanlan , 

 David Wilson and John Maddox for their 

performances in the back row. The backs were 

very well marshalled by Edward Gamlin and 

George Haynes at half-back. They scored many 

scintillating tries from all areas of the field. 

My thanks go to all the players for making the 

season such a pleasurable one - both on and off 
the field! 

Mr M K Swain 

3rd XV  Rugby 
The 3rd XV enjoyed fantastic success on the 

field, playing 7 and losing only twice. Simon 

Bucknall led the way with great organisation on 

and off the field. The 3rds will miss that sort of 

leadership next year; whoever takes over will 

have big boots to fill.We started off well against 

Nottingham on their own turf, with Matt 

Simpson doing a tenacious job as open side 

flanker, and sterling work by Joe Hone, who left 

us for better things after that game. We then 

had a very tight game against Warwick who 

managed to get a last minute try against the 

run of play. Such was the level of rugby played 

in this game, as well as throughout the season, 

after playing very well in the majority of the 

match, that a small mistake could cost us so 
dearly. 

We bounced back well, winning our next 

matches against King's School Worcester, 

Loughborough, RGS Worcester, and KES. 

Mention must go to George Hersey, Nick Fisher, 

Tom Hughes, Dan Taylor and Cameron Stocks all 

of whom played to a consistently high level 

throughout the season. We then reached our 

last game of the season, which was 

appropriately Warwick, our only defeat so far. 

Everyone was pumped up to settle this score. 

Unfortunately it was not to be, we were denied 

our revenge and Warwick came away the victors 

with some very highly organised rugby. I felt the 

lads could not have played any better, but the 

better side beat us. To sweeten the defeat a 

little, we found out later that the Warwick 3rds 

had played their own 2nds and beaten them. 

Sadly though, this could not really heal our 

wounds and was a bad point to end a season. 

However we all must look back on a very good 

season with a high level of professional rugby 

played by the 3rds, which can only set a good 

marker for next year. 

Mr P Jukes 

U  1 6  Rugby 
What a year! On the back of last season's 

successful efforts in the Daily Mail Vase, I was 

looking forward to this season. Unlike previous 

years, the treatment table has remained empty 

(with exception of Jack Walden's shoulder). This 

was soon put into perspective by the 

unavailability of two stalwarts of previous 

seasons, Alex Kirke and James Trueman, but 

what I hadn't appreciated was the never say die 

attitude, enthusiasm and sheer effort of this 

year's crop of U16s. Words can't do justice to 

how I feel about this team, who gelled into one 

of the most pleasurable and effective teams 

that I have ever had the pleasure to be 

associated with: the emphasis definitely upon 

the word team. They have played some of the 

most attractive rugby I've had the pleasure to 

see, whilst showing character, dedication, 

determination and plenty of ability in recording 

their playing record of 
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Two matches stand out for different reasons: 

the magnificent 11-5 victory over Warwick and 

the final Grand Slam match against Trent 

College, a 15-6 victory; we were 6-0 down with 

just eighteen minutes remaining, but realisation 

of the improbable was achieved in the most 

glorious of circumstances. 

However, it was also sweet to defeat locals 

Tudor Grange, in our last game of the season 

when we were down to a bare seventeen. The 

22-10 victory was fully deserved, showcasing 

the talented Alex Crichton as well as Jamie 

Broomhall's attacking potential. The team 

developed a fluid and expansive style of play, 

where backs and forward were interlinking and 

making the most of wide spaces.As a result, the 

50 tries scored were equally shared amongst 

backs and forwards. 

The team is built around a mobile and 

confrontational pack that provided the platform 

for of our victories. The collective power and 

responsibility started with our Warwickshire 

front row of Matthew Sheppard, Sam Fletcher 

and James Meredith, ably supported by Peter 

Wilkinson and the effervescent Tom Baines. The 

foundations laid were exploited by the effective 

work that was to be the hallmark of the 

dynamic back row of Captain Alex Crichton, 

Rohan Thompson, Alan Yates and Charles 

Cathcart. 

The backs were very inventive all term and used 

the width well. Jack Matthews-Jolly pulled the 

strings and orchestrated the back line well in 

both attack and defence. They were supported 

by the vastly improved Will Barber, releasing 

Rob Ashby and Jamie Broomhall, and the 'never 

say die' wingers Patrick Farrelly and Frankie 

Phillips.The defensive, and attacking qualities of 

Graeme Hadley should not be underestimated 

either. There were notable additions, with Sam 

Read and George Hersey making significant 

contributions. 

Congratulations to those who represented 

Warwickshire at U16 level: Matthew Meredith, 

Sam Fletcher, Alex Crichton, Will Barber, Jack 

Mathews-Jolly. Also to James Trueman, who 

represented England A, Warwickshire and 

Midlands at U16 level. 

Finally Most Improved Player of 2007 goes to 

Sam Fletcher, who has given his all to the team 

and shown a huge appetite for the game and no 

shortage of skill either. Many thanks for a 

thoroughly enjoyable season. 

Mr M I Covill 
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U 1  4  Rugby 
This season the U14 team struggled to perform 

to the best of their ability and, at times, was 

outgunned by much bigger teams. Technically 
the squad was equal to many of the teams we 

played but we were often second best 
physically. 

The side was well led by Oliver Blundell who 

certainly showed himself to be one of the best 

scrum-halves on the circuit. Will Hartley, Conor 

Grogan and Sam Griesbach were the most 

improved players by the end of the season. Tim 

Trace, Max Rodman, and James Arney all put in 
some memorable performances. 

The front row of Luke Tapper, Jack Cane Ryan 

Lovett and Tim Trace was a strength in the team 

and often held their own or better in the 

scrums. In the second row Simran Branch and 

Usama Rahman gave good support to the front 

row and showed great commitment in the 

second phase.Will Hartley, Conor Grogan, Conal 

Dowling and Rhys Ponsonby all contributed well 

to the second phase, supporting the backs from 
the back row. 

Oliver Blundell and Sam Griesbach were a solid 

combination at half-back. The centre pairing of 

James Arney and Max Rodman showed lots of 

creative flair. Harry Roberts was the main 

beneficiary of this and was a good finisher 

scoring some excellent tries. Callum Curtiss 

showed great improvement during the season 

on the other wing and Tom Starkey and Angus 

Archer were a solid last line of defence at full 

back. The team as a whole developed well 

throughout the season and this should bode 
well for next year. 
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U13 A Team 
After a difficult start to competitive rugby as 

U12s, the team were under no apprehensions as 

to how hard it was going to be to win matches 

this season. This message was hammered home 

in the very first game away to Nottingham High 

School (5-27) where the home team's forwards 

dominated possession. This baptism served to 

highlight the gulf between the teams in terms 

of physical commitment and fitness. This early 

setback, however, galvanised a re-appraisal of 

the pack and this led to the selection of a 

smaller, but more mobile and fitter unit 

thereafter. Immediate results were seen as the 

team drew (29-29) with a competitive Old 

Swinford Hospital outfit. Despite losing heavily 

(15-44) to an impressive and physical King's 

Worcester team, the players bounced back 

quickly to defeat Tudor Grange 

comprehensively (48 — 0) with an enlarged 

squad of 22 all playing their part. By now the 

pack were beginning to settle and the front row 

of Rajveer Chohan, Rory Grogan and Will 

Hughes or Jack Fowles were proving to be a 

much tighter and more combative unit. The 



King's Macclesfield. Once again, two scores 

down, but what a brilliant and resilient fight 

back! Great support work, tenacious tackling 

and several moments of classic "Seven's skill" 

brought a thoroughly deserved victory. The 

Sevens Squad that afternoon comprised: Ben 

Trenchard, Steve Bowland, Jon Holland, Conor 

Joyce, Arthur Haynes, Ben Crowe, Tom Wintle, 

Alex Winter, Jackson Bowen, James Cartwright, 

and Will McTighe. Well done to you all — it was 

a fantastic afternoon of Seven-a-Side rugby! 

In the build up to our much-anticipated tour to 

France, a tour squad (shorn of the services of 

the County players who were making their way 

down the N/140 for Warwickshire duty against 

Oxfordshire) took on a Nuneaton Schools' 

District XV. And what a match - another 

highlight of the season. To play a mix of A and B 

team players against a District side, and finish 

with a 10 — all draw, was quite an achievement. 

Special mention must be made of Ryan 

Bushell's commanding performance at fly-half 

that evening. His distribution and tactical 

kicking were superb. Unfortunately, the strain 
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on Ryan's already dodgy knee subsequently 

forced his late withdrawal from the tour. Yet 
another injury blow! 

And thus we arrived on French soil, resplendent 
in tour polos and chinos, for the climax of our 
season — the U15 Easter.  Tour. 

locks, Jai Pannum and Matthew Orme, were 

maturing well and were beginning to win their 

fair share of lineout ball and this was a 

contributory factor in the pleasing victory over 
King Henry VIII Coventry (17 — 0). The forwards 

needed all their new-found determination to 

weather an onslaught in the match against 
Loughborough Grammar School (10 — 46), but 

in their now characteristic spirit they bounced 

back the following week, showing a newly-

discovered physical intensity to battle to a win 

(10 — 0) over a much larger and previously 

undefeated Adam's Grammar School Newport, 

with the back row of Joe Sinton, Jack Powell and 

James Shorthouse leading the charge. Honours 

were even in the Solihull Borough Festival game 

against a useful and athletic Arden School team 

(5 — 5) as the half-term stage was reached. 

As the forwards grew in confidence in the early 

games the backs began to see much more 

possession. It became obvious quite quickly that 

if we could get hold of the ball that we would 

trouble defences. Winger Daniel Beck produced 

some spectacular tries with his blistering bursts 

of pace. On the other wing DanielYounan posed 

real problems for defences with his elusive 

running, while Nic Finnegan rose from the ranks 

of the B team to establish himself as the first 

choice winger by the end of the term. The 

second half of the term was always going to be 

a difficult time against schools with almost 

twice as many boys from which to choose.After 

three successive defeats against Bedford 

Modern (10 — 35), King Edward's Birmingham (0 

— 34) and Warwick School (0 — 39) we rounded 

off the term with a most encouraging win 

against Trent College (17 — 7). Throughout this 

difficult period, the midfield of John Super, 

Albert Davies and Oliver Griffin had gelled as a 

unit and had begun to defend more effectively 

following the resolute example of Harry Pick 

who had defended heroically all season. The 

talisman of the team was the irrepressible 

scrum half and captain Will Harland. Will's 

experience and quick thinking saved us from 

many dire situations and led to some sharply 

executed tries. Always at the centre of the 

action, he led the team with distinction. 

The new year was marred by the weather on a 

number of occasions and the seven A-side 

tournaments were reduced to just two. In our 

own tournament we battled well to qualify for 

the quarter-finals before losing to an athletic 

King Edward's Camp Hill. We had more success 

in the National Schools' Rugby Sevens at 

Rosslyn Park in London. Despite the most 

atrocious weather, the squad showed real grit to 

win their group and to proceed to win their 

group winners' game to qualify for the following 

day for the last sixteen out of over one hundred 

starters. We were not quite good enough to 

proceed further, but the experience will stand 

the players in good stead in the future. At the 

beginning of the season we would have 

probably settled for an end of season record 

that included 4 wins and 2 draws, but next year 

I am sure that the squad will set their sights 

higher. 

It has been a pleasure to work with the whole 

squad.They are a most pleasant, well-motivated 

group who are keen to succeed and willing to 

work hard. I would like to express my thanks to 

Mr Sean Morgan for his guidance and care of 

the B team and for his time and his expert 

coaching which has benefited the whole squad. 

His enthusiasm and support have been 

invaluable to me throughout the season and his 

friendship over many years has been massively 

appreciated. 
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U13 B team 
The B XV enjoyed a largely successful season, 

with some good wins and real improvement. A 

first game defeat at the hands of Nottingham 

High School was quickly followed by victory 

over Old Swinford Hospital School. 

Unfortunately, three narrow losses were then 

encountered against King's School Worcester 

(0-10), Loughborough Grammar School (10-41) 

and Adams' Grammar (0-22) though even in 

defeat it was clear that individuals and indeed 

the team were making progress. The wholesale 

improvement was characterised in late season 

victories over Arden School and K.E.S. 

Birmingham, particularly pleasing as both 

performances exhibited hard-driving forward 

play as well as expansive three-quarter 

movement. 

In the Front Row, Alex Parry, Alex White, Kieran 

Daliwal and Josh Phillips performed regularly 

and effectively, with Jake Redman equally at 

home in each row of the Scrum! The Second 

Row stalwarts were Ross Edwards, Ashton Greig 

and Joe Halbert and the back row was always 

well served by a trio from, Sam Ward, Laurie 

Stumper, Callum Williamson, Shaun Rodriguez-

Brown and Shyam Kotecha. 

At half-back, Jake Lupoli captained and played 

extremely well and formed a good 

understanding with Michael Fancott at Fly Half. 

The midfield players; Duncan Wigley, Chris 

Pettman and Nic Finnegan served the team 

extremely well and any back three combination 

including; Harry Jones, William Baines, Sam 

Donelan, Josh McGillicuddy, Dominic Reddi, 

Nick Clay, Alex Assinder and Faisal Khan was 

always competitive. There is certainly much to 

look forward to for all concerned. I would 

personally like to thank Mr Gareth Ginns for his 

services to School rugby in the last 23 years — a 

fine rugby coach and more importantly a fine 

gentleman. I wish him a long, enjoyable and 

richly deserved retirement. 
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U 1 2 Rugby 
The future of rugby at Solihull School is bright 

and safe in the hands of these 'thinking' rugby 

players. Across the A, B, C & D XV's a total of 70 

students have played competitive matches, 

which is a credit to them all. The U12's have 

played 25, winning 16, losing 4 and drawing 5. 

These are figures to bring a smile to any face. 

Their work ethic and willingness to learn has 

been exemplary throughout the season and the 

main reason for their success. 

The A XV took the scalps of Tudor Grange (50- 

0), King Edward's Birmingham (34-5), King 

Henry VIII (35-0) and Bablake (51-0) amongst 

others. Lessons have been learnt from the 

match against Warwick where we lost 5-34 

having gifted them three converted tries within 

the first 20 minutes. It will make them stronger 

as a team of players. 

The B XV only lost one fixture, beating Kings 

Worcester (10-5), Old Swinford Hospital (30-0) 

and King Henry VIII (55-0). This is an impressive 

set of results, applying pressure on the A XV 

players. 

Within the C XV there are also some fine 

players, racking up strong victories against Kings 

Worcester (20-10), Old Swinford Hospital (50- 

0) and King Henry VIII Coventry (25-5). 

The D XV showed great spirit in their wins over 

King Henry VIII Coventry (30-25) and Kings 

Worcester (25-10). 

The results speak for themselves. It has been a 
fantastic season and the students should be 
extremely proud of their achievements. Playing 

'heads up rugby', thinking for themselves and 

possessing the correct training mentality brings 

success. It would be wrong to highlight any 

individuals in a group of excellent team players. 

My thanks to all players, staff and parents for an 

enjoyable season. 
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U  1  5 Rugby 
and France Tour 
There is no doubt in my mind that this year 
group contains a number of very talented rugby 

players, yet, in terms of results and 

performances, this was a most frustrating 

season. Brilliant one minute; not so the next.The 

early shoulder injury to Richard Bosworth did 

not help the team's cause, but five players did 

excel at County level — Fred Howard (hooker), 

Conor Joyce (flanker), Ben Crowe (scrum-half), 

Tom Wintle (inside centre), Will McTighe (right 

wing). Had Richard been fit, he surely would 
also have made County. 

The highlight of the Autumn Term was a classic 

encounter with Warwick School. This was the 

first time that we really saw the team dig deep 

and put in an incredible performance: with both 

sides level 0 — 0 after 57 minutes, Warwick 

broke down the blind-side to score and convert. 

Solihull re-started, re-gathered possession and 

pounded the Warwick try-line, with Fred 

Howard being stopped just an inch short. The 

ball was re-cycled, but with a clear gap, the ball 

was knocked-on. A great pity, for a draw would 
have been a just result. 

Following the aforementioned injury to Richard 

Bosworth, Conor Joyce broke his collarbone in 

January against Aston, and Stephen Bowland 

completed the back-row triumvirate of injuries 

by doing the same whilst on tour in France.With 

these three all fully fit for next season, they will 

give the side a real cutting edge during their 
U16 campaign. 

The next memorable afternoon was at our own 

Sevens Tournament. After a dodgy start against 

Bablake, the Sevens Squad really came of age 

during the second half against King's Worcester. 

After demolishing Camp Hill, we found 

ourselves in the Plate semi-final versus 

Loughborough GS (who had beaten us 

comfortably at 15-a-Side back in October). Not 

so on this occasion — after going two scores 

down, Solihull showed exemplary skill and 

finesse to reach the final, against the might of 

Day 1: After a light training session on the 

beach, we departed for our first match v Saks. 

After a lethargic first-half performance, we were 

then treated to a much more spirited display in 
the second-half, and fought hard to bring the 

score level at 10 — all. A very late penalty kick 

gave Salles a three-point win. A pity — a draw 

would have been a fair result. 

Day 2: 7.15am Jog along the sea-front. A free 

day, and the sun came out as we visited the 

giant sand-dune - "Dune du Pylat" — great fun 

was had by all! The late-afternoon tactical 

defensive session on the beach was to pay huge 

dividends the following night ... 

Day 3: 7.15am Jog along the sea-front. After a 

wet day out in Bordeaux Town, we arrived at the 

ground for our sternest opposition on tour: 

Bordeaux Begles, South-West Regional 

Champions. We lost, 5 — 32, but if ever there 

was a result that did not reflect the intensity, 

quality and passion of any of this side's 

performances, then this was it. Every single 

player knew they had played well above 

themselves, but especially the back-row whose 

defensive lines really helped out our mid-field 

three-quarters. The front five of Alex Gaskell, 

Fred, Matt Bacon, Ben Trenchard and Jake Watts 

collectively caused all manner of problems for 

Begles and consistently gave us an attacking 

platform. However, I was truly proud of every 

player who took part that evening. It is almost 

churlish to comment that we made five clean 

line-breaks through our backs only for the final 

pass, on each occasion, not to go to hand, thus 

35 points went begging. We really could have 

won this game! It was most heartening for all 

wearing Solihull colours, to hear the Begles 
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coach acknowledge, in his post-match speech, 

that Solihull School were better than most 

teams his side play in their own Championship 

League! 

Day 4: 7.15am Jog along the sea-front. En route 

to our third match, we took in a visit to a local 

Chateau. The owner, Vincent, greeted us and 

took us on a fascinating tour around the vat-

room and wine-cellar. The tour concluded with 

a little wine-tasting, and Vincent's informed 

advice on how to enjoy a good bottle of wine! 

Following the epic battle against Begles, a 

much-changed XV took the field against Stade 

Bordelais that evening. Three missed tackles, 

and three tries down by half-time. Once again, 

a great pity. Reinforcements came on during the 

second half, and only one further try was 

conceded. We lost 0 — 24, but I must mention 

the superb effort made by Adnan Chebib — the 

best I've ever seen him play — and a worthy 

recipient of the Man of the Match Award. 

Day 5: 7.15am Jog along the sea-front.The rainy 

weather unfortunately resulted in the 

cancellation of the golf morning, but later, off 

we went for a Triangular Tournament. Upon our 

arrival, it was confirmed that the local French 

side (Pessac) weren't coming, thus followed a 

full match between Solihull and Bedford Blues, 

refereed by myself, but, for insurance-purposes, 

it had to be refereed according to French age-

grade law interpretations! Just before half-time, 

a brilliant passage of forward off-loading led to 

a great try by Fred Howard, which brought us 

back into the game, only 7 — 14 down. As the 

second-half progressed, we visibly wilted, and 

Bedford eventually finished clear winners. 

Day 6: 7.15am Jog along the sea-front and a dip 

in the sea! We awoke to glorious sunshine and 

enjoyed the seaside town of Arcachon in all its 

glory. By noon, the sea-front cafes were full, the 

atmosphere was growing, and we then 

journeyed up to Bordeaux for our final match 

against Le Bouscat — the home club of the 

Labouche family. We arrived in good time, with 

a clear blue sky and a temperature of at least 19 

degrees. All the Labouche family were there, 

with Matthieu playing against us. It was the 

most nerve-wracking game of the season. 

Defending a one-point lead and with under 

three minutes to go, an opposition centre broke 

through, straight towards our posts and try-line. 

Alex Winter gave chase and hauled him down, 

barely inches short of our try-line; the omni-

present Conor Joyce turned the ball over, set up 

a defensive ruck, we cleared our line, Jackson 

Bowen chased the kick, Adnan Chebib stole & 

drove, the whistle blew — penalty & last play — 

but to whom? Solihull! Ben Crowe banged the 

ball off the pitch in the general direction of 

Belgium. Elation, hugs and embraces abounded! 

Solihull 11, Le Bouscat 10. Every (fit) player took 

to the field and played a part in a famous, and 

thoroughly deserved victory. 

Already in the pot for the Award for 

Outstanding Defence were: Fred Howard's brace 

of big hits against Salles, Will McTighe's huge 

dump-tackle against Begles, and Reuben's 

massive 'hit-him-as-he-catches-it' tackle 

against Bedford. But, Alex Winter's match/tour-

saving tackle was so significant, the award had 

to go to Alex. And thus concluded an actioi - 

packed and thoroughly enjoyable tour. 

Tour Awards: 

Man of the Match 
v Salles 
	

Stephen Bowlar d 
v Bordeaux Begles 
	

William McTighe 

v Stade Bordelais 
	

Adnan Chebib 

v Bedford Blues 
	

Arthur Haynes 

v Le Bouscat 
	

Ben Trenchard 

The Captain's Award 
	

Tom Wintle 
The Vice-Captain's Award Stephen Bowlat id 

Outstanding Defence 
	

Alex Winter 
Best Try on Tour 
	

Fred Howard 
Most Consistent Player 

	
Ben Crowe 

Player of the Tour 
	

Conor Joyce 
Best Tourist 
	

Matthew Bacon 

And finally, my sincerest thanks to Mr 

Thompson for his support and advice 

throughout the season; Mr Covill for 

coordinating the U15 Borough fixtures; Mr 

Trenchard for refereeing so superbly in our 

fixtures against KES, Birmingham and Warwick 

School; Mr Jenkinson, not only for his excellent 

management of the B XV, but also for his 

personal support and advice regarding all 

aspects of U15 rugby this season; Monsieur 

Hubert Labouche for so generously giving up Hs 
time to put our tour so successfully together 

Mr Benge and Mr Wild for their magnificent 

support, friendship and dedication to duty or 

the tour to France — I couldn't have done it 

without you guys. I wish all the players the best 

of fortunes in their future rugby careers. 

Mr P R JacLor 

Solihull Boys 
Hockey Season 
2007/8 

st XI 
With the loss of so many experienced players in 
the last two years, there was a certain amount 
of trepidation over the new squad's ability to 
maintain the high standards set in recent 
seasons. These worries seemed to be borne out 
in the Bill Buttle Tournament, which had 
become a customary beginning-of-season 
victory, where we reached the semi-finals but 
scored only one goal in our four games and 
went out 3-1 on penalty strokes to Bishop 
Vesey's. 

A hard-fought 3 all draw against the Old Boys 
the following weekend suggested that we might 
be able to match the previous cohort but a 1-1 
draw against Queen Mary's, traditionally a 
weaker opposition, did little to boost 
confidence. However, this early pessimism 
proved unfounded as we beat old foes Warwick 
2-0, with goals from Edward Sykes and Matthew 
Rivers, and then brushed aside Solihull VIth 
Form College 3-0, with Jamie Pulsford and 
Daniel Super scoring and Robert Cooke netting 
his last goal before leaving the school. 

The fine run continued with a 3-1 victory over 
Bishop Vesey's, who we had failed to overcome 
in the semi-final of the Bill Buttle Tournament, 
and a morale-boosting 4-2 victory over Repton, 
in which Jonathan Proud scored his first of the 
season. Next up were Bablake at home, a side 
whose hockey has developed rapidly in recent 
seasons under the expert coaching of Chris 
Mayer's Cannock compatriot Michael Johnson. 
This ended in a well-matched 2-2 draw, with 
goals from Luke White and Jonathan Proud. 

We were soon victorious again with a 
comprehensive 3-1 win over King Edward's, 
Birmingham, with Jonathan Proud and Edward 
Sykes once more adding to their goal tallies.The 
score line, as has often been the case in this 
fixture, did not represent the gulf in class 
between the two teams. 

Next up came the long drive to face Newcastle-
under-Lyme School in characteristically 
inhospitable conditions at Cannock. In a 
competitively contested match we went behind 
twice and twice came back to earn a 4-4 draw, 
with goals, yet again, from Sykes and Proud. 

Our next fixture, as the November nights closed 
In, was at home to the mighty Bromsgrove. 
Good results in recent seasons — even causing 
the much-feared opposition to pull out of a 
fixture against us on one occasion — had drawn 
vocal support at the home matches and raised 
expectations. This time, however, success was 
not to be found and despite a valiant effort we 
were outclassed and crashed to a 6-1 defeat. 

Bouncing back from this disappointment, we 
beat King Henry VIII, Coventry 2-1 in the 
County Cup Quarter Final and then Stowe 2-1 
before facing an in-form Loughborough side, 
who embarrassed us with a 7-0 drubbing during 
which we never looked in the same class. 

In the depths of December, we faced old 
enemies Warwick in the County Cup Semi Final. 
This was a match in which we were largely the 
better side but failed to take full advantage of 
our dominance. At a crucial juncture in the 
game, with the school 3-2 up, Jonathan Proud 
broke through to face the keeper one-on-one. 
Unfortunately, what would have been an almost 
certain goal was prevented when play was 
pulled back by the Warwick umpire for a hit in 
our favour', allowing the Warwick defenders to 
get back and our advantage to be lost. As the 
gloomy evening darkened further, it apparently 
became increasingly difficult to see fouls 
committed by players in blue but the white 
Solihull strip seemed to be easier to penalise 
and Warwick eventually managed an equaliser 
near to full time. Our composure did not 
withstand the ensuing penalty shootout and we 
went out 5-4. 

This shock to the system led to a further four 
consecutive defeats, admittedly against good 
opposition sides, in which we lost 5-4 to the 
Old Boys, 4-3 to Kings, Macclesfield, 4-2 to 
Bloxham, and 8-1 to Worksop in the customary 
biting cold of the furthest reaches of 
Nottinghamshire. 

As the winter nights started to brighten a little, 
February was upon us and the results once again 
took an upturn. A 2-1 win over Sutton Coldfield 
Sixth Form College was followed by an 
impressive 7-3 thrashing of Lawrence Sheriff, in 
which Christopher Hall scored having been 
called up on overdue merit to the 1st team 
squad. 

A slight blip in the results came from the return 
fixture against Bromsgrove in which we played 
some good hockey and were much more 
competitive, but, once again, lost 6-1, 
Christopher Hall slotting home another goal. 

Next we faced Warwick for the third time in the 
season and trounced them with a much more 
representative 7-1 victory, including goals from 
Samuel Worster and Simon Barley, and then 
went on to beat Bromsgrove 2-1. 

In the final weekend of term we travelled to 
Bath for the annual King Edward's Hockey 
Festival, where, despite being let down by a 
number of regular first team players, the squad, 
bolstered by eager 2nd teamers, performed very 
well. In a sleepy first match against Methodist 
College, Belfast we were fairly beaten 3-1, with 
Matthew Derry scoring our consolation. 
Undeterred, we went on to win our three other 
fixtures, beating Queen's College 1-0, 
Haberdashers' Aske's 2-0 and then Liverpool 
College 5-0 in soaking, freezing conditions, with 
John Whiting scoring his first 1st team goat and 
defender Alexander Dooley, in his final school 
match, scoring his first ever goal in six years of 
hockey. 

The final regular fixture of the season was a 3-3 
draw against Queen Mary's who had proven too 
difficult to overcome this season. 

Overall, the season proved to be a positive one 
with some good results and performances and 
the squad continuing to demonstrate the ability 
to compete with the best in our area. Thanks 
should go to all the departing members of the 
UVIth who have represented the 1st XI this 
season and, in particular, to captain Jonathan 
Proud. We look forward to a summer tour of 
South Africa and a successful 2008-2009 season 
under the leadership of Robert Gooden. 

Mr M P Babb 

Shenstonian 
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team had come over such a short space of time 

and Mr Mayer was as pleased as anyone at the 

dramatic 'bouncebackability' displayed by the 

boys. Tom Hunt in the centre of midfield was 

now passing the ball harder and with greater 

accuracy and also popping up with the odd goal 

or two; Angus Archer, captain of the side, was 

often the dominant force of the team driving 

the midfield forward at inside right and using his 

fantastic skill in order to both assist and score 

goals on a regular basis; 011ie Towers showed 

great progress throughout the season, 

becoming stronger and more skilful whilst 

contributing with some vital goals in the 

process. 

2nd XI 
With the 1st XI perhaps not being quite as 
strong as usual this year, the 2nd XI became an 
important feeder team and provided a number 
of debutants for the senior XI as the year wore 
on. There was also opportunity to give a wider 
number of players than normal a trial with the 
2nd XI and our match against the 3rd XI proved 
that there was not a wide difference between 
the two sides. This demonstrates yet again the 
increasing strength of school hockey. A place in 
either of the two senior XIs can now be valued 
by players as a significant achievement. 

We had a number of different captains to lead 
the 2nd XI, the most influential being Chris Hall, 
with his impressively high work rate, and Chris 
Silman, with his ability to bring others into the 
game through quality passes. One thing that 
was never in short supply within the team was 
their enthusiasm and this enabled them to 
match opposition, even though they were 
frequently matched up against other schools' 
1st Xls. 

Of 20 games played, we won 12.The four games 
lost were all to 1st Xls. In two cases the losses 
were narrow; in the other two we were simply 
outclassed, regardless however, we still 
performed with great spirit. The team benefited 
from a steady and balanced defence, built 
around Adam Gourevitch in goal and Rob Davis 
and Alex Gnyla at sweeper and centre-back, 
with Tom Butterworth increasingly sure and 
dependable as the season progressed. The spark 
to change defence into attack was provided by 
Alex Dooley and Tom Maclachlan, highly skilful 
players who both had spells in the 1st team. 
Chris Silman and Chris Hall were at the heart of 
midfield and both promoted our attacking play 
excellently. John Whiting and Chris Bridge 
showed great versatility. Up front, Alex Gray 
came falteringly into the side and grew 
massively in confidence as goals flowed from 
him on the left side. Charlie Steele was a hugely 
effective centre forward, proving more than a 
handful for opposing defences. Ben Wiseman 
also developed more aggression and started 
scoring goals as the season wore on. Matt 
Alderson grew in confidence also and always 
gave it his best. Late season debuts were given 
to Tom Aitchison and Leigh Mason, for their 
assured play.Will Paskins will certainly make the 
step up next year. 

We scored 56 goals and conceded 30, with Gray 
and Steele the highest scorers. Included were a 
7-1 win over Stratford 1st XI and a 6-2 victory 
over Warwick. We also beat Vesey's 6-1, Bablake 
6-0 & KES 3-0 in a terrific start to the year, 
before team changes saw a slight reduction in 
the scoring rate. Hard fought draws against 
Nottingham 1st XI and away at Worksop 
College also stick in the memory from a year in 
which the team played with great group 
commitment. 

Many of these players must now look to make 
their mark on the first team next year. Our 

thanks go to Chris Mayer for his coaching and to 
the senior players leaving us this year for 
generating such a positive attitude within the 
group. 

Mr M R Brough 

Third XI 
This year has been a major success for the Third 
XI. The team, comprised largely of the Upper 
Sixth lost only two games all season and that 
was to the second team and Sutton College 
First XI. The highlights of the season were our 
victories over Warwick and Old Swinford. Our 
best game was a 2-2 draw with Camp Hill First 
Xl. Where we were 2-0 down with five minutes 
to go when Matt James deflected a cross into 
the top corner. Then John Farrant's reverse shot 
took a foot on the line and he scored the 
subsequent penalty flick with one minute 
remaining. 

Special mentions must go to Sam Peel who has 
been a rock at the back for the past three years, 
Matt Alderson who was dynamic going forward, 
Rob Draper who was versatile in midfield, and 
Matt Proudman for being a key motivator. 
However the star of the team is Matt James 
who has scored 20+ goals this season. 
Congratulations to Sam Worster who went from 
the Third XI to the First XI over the season. 
Thanks to Mr Brattle his hard work and 
dedication throughout the season. Good luck to 
next year's captain, Phil Bevan. 

John Farrant 

U I 5 
The U15 Boys season as a whole has been 
triumphant, with the A team winning all but 
two of their games. The B team was less 
successful, but regardless they should be 
credited on their determination, commitment 
and progression as players and as a squad they 
won two out of six. The opposition cancelled 
many fixtures. They had a squad of 20 and 
competition was high with many B team 
players pushing for A team slots. 

The A team started off strongly beating KES 4- 
0, but the B team unfortunately lost in the 
dying minutes 1-3. With a strong back row in 
the A team, and Adnan Chebib calling the shots 
as GK, they convincingly beat Nunnery Wood 5- 
0 and Stourport High School 7-0. The B team 
lost 2-6 to Stourport, however losing only 2-3 
to KES Stratford 'A' team was a result in itself! 

With Coleman, Terry, Johnson and Routledge 
rolling up front the goals starting stacking up, 

they thrashed Bablake 7-0, KES 3-0 and 
Lawrence Sheriff 9-1. The A team went on to 
beat Nunnery Wood again 2-0 and became a 
little overconfident to say the least, this led to a 
2-3 defeat against Bloxham, a game that should 
have been won. With some re-evaluation 
among the team the boys played some skilful 
and superb hockey annihilating Nottingham 
High School 12-0. The U15 B team also won 
their first match convincingly against KES 
Stratford 3-1. Their success continued with 
Abdou, Todd and Cartwright getting the taste 
for scoring and they drew 2-2 to Repton. Our 
biggest most competitive game of the season 
became the highlight, with the B team drawing 
and the A team winning 2-0. 

The A team went on to win against Princethorpe 
6-0 and Newcastle 3-1 with Kaljit Madahar now 
regularly playing in the A team having come up 
from the B team. Trent College were strong and 
with both teams suffering defeat, training was 
once again stepped up and attitudes sorted. The 
season finished on a high, the A team beating 
Warwick 5-1. The celebrations were very well 
deserved. 

Well done to you all and thanks to Mr Mayer for 
his coaching expertise and support this season. 
I would also like to thank Mikey Abdou and Paul 
Smith who have done an excellent job as 
Captains. 

Miss C Townsend 

A Team 
The A team has played with a confident, 
winning attitude.This was shown in our 2-1 win 
over Repton School, a school that prides itself 
on its sporting achievements. Throughout the 
season everybody has developed their skills 
especially Stuart Bradley, a rock solid sweeper, 
and goal scoring John Coleman. The A team's 
final match this season was against our arch 
rivals Warwick School. Solihull demolished them 
5-1 which was the perfect way to cap off the 
season. 

Paul Smith (A team captain) 

B Team 
The B team's season has been one of success, 
enthusiasm, and determination. The team has 
put in a lot of emotion and effort on the pitch 
and the players show great potential for the 
future. One highlight of our season was 

defeating King Edward's, Stratford. All the 
players have improved in technique and skill, 
particularly Kaljit Madahar who played in some 
of the A team matches and Richard Smith who 
has improved a great deal since the beginning of 
the season. 

Both the A and B teams would not have come 
so far as they have without the help of teachers 
such as Mr Mayer and Miss Townsend; we are 

very grateful. 
Michael Abdou (B team captain) 

(Regional Cup 14 final) 

v. Princethorpe 

v. Nottingham HS 
v. Bishop Vesey 

v. King Henry VIII 

v. Newcastle 

v. Bablake 

v. Stourport 

W 2-0 

W 5-1 

W 9-0 

W 4-1 

D 2-2 

D 1-1 

W 7-0 

L'14A Team 
I'm not one for clichés, but this really was a 
season of two halves. The U14 squad had the 

luxury of not having to play a competitive 

match until the second half of the Christmas 

term. This gave the boys a little more time in 

order to work upon basic skills and the 

management team time to look at possible 

team formations and tactics. On face value, it 

appeared that this helped the players as the 

season got off to a good start with a 3-0 win 

against Lawrence Sheriff. However, the 

performance was far from convincing with 

many players lacking confidence and ability to 

carry out many of the basic skills. 

Sure enough, these areas of concern surfaced 

again in the following three games, when 

Solihull were outplayed in most departments by 

stronger, more skilful and more determined 

opposition. Defeat to Warwick, followed by 

another to Queen Mary's was bad enough, but 

then a heavy loss to KES (which would have 

been worse if it wasn't for some inspired 

goalkeeping by Conal Dowling) realty did hurt 

and became the wake-up call the boys needed. 

It was clear to all that a lot of hard work would 

be required in order to turn the season around 

after the Christmas break. 

Over the Festive period, the boys must have 

written to Santa and asked for some self-belief 

in their Christmas stockings because, all of a 

sudden, it was there in spades! At the turn of the 

year, squad members began to work harder in 

training and finally seemed to listen and grasp 

what Mr Mayer was asking of them. Their 

determination and technique grew and the 

quality of hockey improved tremendously, as 

did the results! 

The first match back after Christmas was a 

semi-final cup match against Rugby, which the 

boys duly won 1-0 with a very spirited 

performance. The regular defensive quartet of 
Nii(i=k Morris, Christy Maclean, ames Buckle and 

Tom Starkey were starting to work as a unit, 

timing their tackles a lot better and distributing 

the ball from defence with more purpose and 

accuracy. This combination, allied with the 

br  

liance of Canal Dowling in goal, made the 

team a lot harder to break down and this then 

gave the midfield more confidence when 

pushing forward in attack. Thus began a six 

game winning streak, where the boys swept 

aside all before them. This included a fantastic 

win over Warwick in the Cup Final where the 

team held its nerve to win on penalty strokes. 

This victory and the 3-0 demolition of KES a 

few weeks later, really highlighted how far the 

v. Lawrence Sheriff W 3-0 

v. Warwick 	L 1-4 

v. Queen Mary's 	L 0-1 

v. KES 	 L 0-4 

v. Rugby (Cup) 	W 1-0 

v. Queen Mary's 	W 2-1 

v. Warwick (Cup Final) D 1-1 (won on penalties) 

v. Bloxham 	W 2-0 

v. KES 	 W 3-0 

v. Repton 	 W 3-1 

v. Bromsgrove 	L 0-4 

Thanks go also to Mr Mayer for his outstanding 

leadership as a coach and for persevering with a 

squad that, with his expertise and guidance, 

improved beyond recognition. A great group of 

boys, a great team and a great season. Well 

done to one and all. 

There was to be only one more loss during the 

season. This was against Bromsgrove in the 

Midlands quarter-final, where the team lost 4-0. 

However, this did not knock the confidence of a 

Solihull side that now possessed a winning 

mentality. Another unbeaten streak of seven 

games followed (five victories and two draws) 

and the strike force of attacking talent within 

the side showed no mercy to the opposition. 

Jamie Wallis enjoyed taking on the opposition 

down the right wing and was frequently a thorn 

in opposing defences; Dominic Coghlan was 

equally effective on the left wing, using his pace 

in the process of scoring some exceptional goals 

as well as linking well with Ashley Carter who 

became an extremely effective centre forward, 

also scoring some excellent goals - many after 

wonderful build-up play from the rest of the 

team. The final game of the season emphasised 

the character and talent within the squad as 

Conal came out of goal and played outfield only 

to score two goals (both contenders for goal-of-

the-season, I'm sure he'd argue!). Special 

mention must also go to the other regular 'A' 

team squad members: Nathan Marcus was an 

able replacement, slotting into midfield and 

defence when needed; Charlie Harvey was a 

determined defender who always made life 

difficult for the opposition and Matthew 

Blenkinsop showed great improvement as a 

player and fully justified his involvement with 

the 'A' team in the second half of the season. 

U14 Results 
The 2-1 victory over Bloxham again 

demonstrated the high level of hockey they 

were capable of and Orme began to deliver 

space and time to others in the side. In the local 

derby they played Warwick, the side managed a 

1-1 draw but the improvements made by the 

boys were evident. They were dominant, 

however some excellent opportunities were 

passed up. 

All of the boys should be congratulated on a 

solid season and for the hours of training they 

put in. Also, many thanks to Mr Mayer for his 

With harsh lessons learnt against strong 

Bromsgrove and Bablake teams, the team began 

to play their style of expansive hockey, using all 

players to good effect.An impressive 5-3 victory 

against Bishop Vessey saw Shorthouse 

organising a strong defence from keeper in 

which Halbert excelled, ably supported by 

Clarke. The front men were provided with 

excellent opportunities from Super and Harland, 

who showed glimpses of brilliance. 

I. I :1 
The season saw Guy Barnes wearing the 

Captain's armband and it was a turbulent 

season which saw us win as many games as we 

lost. On a good day they were exceptional, 

when not ... awful! They can play structured 

hockey allowing for individual skill and flair to 

shine through, all with a smile on their faces. 

v. Nottingham 

v. KES Stratford 

v. Repton 

v. Trent 

U I 4B Team 
The U14 B team had a mixed season, starting 

well with determined and stylish wins over 

Nottingham and KES Stratford. The team was 

well organised and determined (in stark 

contrast with the 'A' team at the start of the 

season). However, due to bad weather, many 

matches were cancelled and this meant that the 

momentum they had built up did not last. 

Changes in personnel and lack of match 

practice, meant that the final two games of the 

season were rather one-sided affairs. 

Nevertheless, the spirit of the 'B' team was 

evident throughout and the boys always 

appeared to enjoy their hockey.Thanks to all the 

squad members that turned out for the 'B' team 

this year. 

U14B Results 

W 4-0 

W 6-0 

L 0-4 

L 1-6 

Mr Mitchell 
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Solihull Cricket 
Season 2007/8 
1st XI 

On a cold evening in February the cricket season 

began in the sports hall with the start of winter 

nets. It was good training for the first match of 

the season at Wolverhampton, because the 

temperature was in single figures and a bitterly 

east wind blowing; a major shock for five of the 

players because the last time they had played 

cricket was in Barbados. However, the team 

worked well together and won the game easily. 

Another win followed in improving weather 

against Bablake in a mid week 20/20 fixture. 

King's Worcester would produce a major test to 

this rebuilt team, after losing the stars of last 

season. King's batted first and scored 197 all out 

in 47 overs. Our batting was steady and built 

the total well and secured a victory with nine 

overs to spare finishing with 201 for 3. Tom 

McNellie reaching 106 not out. The archrivals 

Warwick were next and we arrived at Warwick 

in confident mood. We were set a total of 135 

after getting them all out. This total was 

surpassed with the loss of only one wicket and 

in 28 overs. Apparently the result was not 

announced in Warwick's assembly! 

At King Henry VIII we played a very strange 

game. We got them all out for 89 and expected 

to be able to secure a win easily, but during the 

interval the rain came and changed the wicket 

totally. We then struggled to reach the winning 

total. Jack Lucas came of age in this game 

scoring 47 not out and gaining us another 

victory, much to the relief of everyone there. 

The national 20/20 competition came to 

Solihull with Fitton College, Malvern College and 

King's Worcester playing each other on a very 

busy Sunday.We tied with King's Worcester, lost 

to Filton and beat Malvern, which meant that 

we now entered the Plate competition. 

King Edward's was the next fixture and we 

posted an acceptable total of 215, this being the 

first time in the season that everyone had 

batted. We knew that it might not have been a 

big enough total and set a field to frustrate King 

Edward's.The tactic worked and we got them all 
out within 40 overs for a total of 117. A 20/20 

match against Warwick followed in which 

Warwick gained a small amount of revenge.This 

brought us to half term and we were 

undefeated in all of the Saturday fixtures. 

The forthcoming fixtures against Nottingham, 

R.G.S Worcester and Loughborough would 

produce stern tests. Nottingham were a good 

side but we never really produced our best form 

and lost. Against R.G.S. Worcester we posted a 

defendable total of 225 but realised that it 

would be a tight game. In the last over 

Worcester secured their victory. The game 

against Loughborough was a victim to the 

weather for the second season running. 

In other matches played we lost to K.E.S in the 

20/20 Plate competition, and to a D. Smith 

invitation XI. The game against the M.C.0 was 

abandoned due to rain. We remained 

undefeated against Warwickshire Imps in all 

matches against them, in an exciting game that 

could have produced alt possible combinations 

with the last over to be bowled. Ed Sykes scored 

a solid 57 and Matt Lee smashed the ball to all 

parts of the ground for an undefeated 64. I must 

add my thanks to Matthew Proudman who 

captained the side this season, Chris Mayer who 

has done a fantastic job of organising Cricket 

throughout the school, and finally to Karl 

Brotherhood who has produced superb wickets 

and grounds. 

Mr CH Jones 

Barbados 2007 
Walking to the local shop on the second 

morning after arriving in Barbados I was hailed 

from across the road by a taxi driver sitting by 

his car in the shade. "Hey are you with the 

English schools Cricket Team?" The cricket shirt 

may have been the give away and also the pale 

skin after over a month in solid rain back in 

England. I shouted back that I was, he obviously 

wanted to talk and for the next three weeks I 

had to give him a daily report on our progress. 

Apparently, as soon as we landed most of the 

island knew we had arrived. They didn't know 

where Solihull was except it was in England and 

we were a cricket team who had entered the Sir 

Garfield Sobers International Schools Cricket 

Competition, and the Barbadians were intrigued 

to find out what we were like. Everywhere we 

went on the island we were welcomed and the 

conversation was always about Cricket. 

After spending eight hours on a Virgin Jumbo 

from Gatwick, our first glimpse of Barbados was 

as the pilot flew around the North of the island 

along the West coast and finally into the airport. 

This gave an indication of how different life on 

the island is compared to home. To disembark 

you walk down steps and then you truly realise 

how big a Jumbo really is, on entering the 

airport there are no guards carrying guns, every 

one is smiling and it is hot! We collected our 

luggage and met the Gulliver's rep who directed 

us to the waiting bus, which took us to the "Blue 

Horizon hotel" which was to be our home for 

the following three weeks. 

Twenty-one years ago Sir Garfield Sobers 

instigated an international schools cricket 

tournament. Sir Garfield Sobers is regarded as 

the best all round cricketer the world has ever 

seen. He had a test batting average of 52; and 

his regular batting position was six! He could 

bowl fast, medium pace and spin. He was the 

first batsman to hit six sixes in one over. On his 

native island he is revered and he has a statue 

outside the Kensington Oval, which depicts him 

in a typical pose showing him hitting a ball 

away to the boundary.The tournament this year 

contained teams from all parts of the 

Caribbean. There were no teams from Australia 

or South Africa as there had been in previous 

years. However, there was a team from England, 

Solihull School. 

We had two practice matches arranged and the 

first match versus Bellepaine was played under 

floodlights, a totally new experience for us all. 

We arrived at the ground, which was up in the 

hills of the island, to be totally confused. The 

outfield was uneven and rutted with the wicket 

being perched up on mound approximately half 

a metre above the rest of the field. As the sun 

set, the floodlights came on and the match 

started and people suddenly appeared around 

the boundary simply because there was a 

cricket match! The match was played using a 

tennis ball wrapped up in white insulating tape! 

Personally, umpiring under floodlights was 

different, particularly with the white ball, 

because trying to observe fine edges to the 

wicket keeper and slip was very difficult. 

The following day we had another practice 

game but this was in daylight and at YMPC, 

which was just along the coast from where we 

were staying. This game gave us more of a 

flavour of the island and Caribbean Cricket. The 

ground was about a quarter of a mile from the 

beach and some of the boys who were not 

playing did succumb to the temptation of the 

beach. It was here that we started to make a life 

long friend of our regular coach driver Sheldon. 

I am certain that this man knew everyone on 

the island! He was also a fountain of knowledge 

about the history, geography, climate and 

peoples of the island. Sheldon introduced me to 

a group of men who were sitting watching the 

game and constantly talking cricket whilst 

drinking rum! They wanted me to settle an 

argument about which was the better batsman, 

Bell or Peiterson. After an hour I don't think we 

reached a conclusion! 

In the next few days we began to learn about 

the real strength of Barbadian cricket. The 2nd 

XI played Alleyne School and saw an awesome 

display of big hitting, scoring a century and 

breaking two windows in neighbouring 

properties with one lady refusing to return the 

ball. Luckily, Sheldon knew her and managed to 

get it back. Meanwhile the 1st XI played the first 

game of the tournament and played one the 

strongest teams in the tournament, The Lodge 

School. Batting first we scored 170, but it only 

took the opposition sixteen overs to overtake 

our score with a player called Corbian scoring 

108 not out. 

That evening we attended the opening 

ceremony at "The Plantation" where all the 

teams were introduced and we did get a special 

mention by Sir Gary Sobers in his welcoming 

speech. The evening continued with a Cabaret 

which included a display of stilt dancing. The 

boys seemed more fascinated by the girl 

dancers! A representative of the local radio 

station asked both Justin and myself to take 

part in a cricket programme, which turned out 

to be one and half-hours long and totally 

devoted to under-19 cricket! 

The next match was one of the most exciting 

for the neutral observer. Presentation batted 

first scoring 170 all out, losing their last wicket 

in the fortieth over. We set off on the run chase 

believing that we could surpass this total. After 

twenty-one overs Justin Hemming had reached 

43 and Richard Johnson 65. Unfortunately in 

the next two overs both lost their wicket. The 

total kept creeping ever closer but wickets were 

falling. With the final over to be bowled we 

needed nine runs and had one wicket left... it 

was a quiet bus ride back. We had failed by one 

run. 

Just two days later we played the favourites of 

the tournament. Combermere are previous 

winners of the tournament. They scored 240 for 

9 and we started strongly reaching 115 for 1 

after 20 overs. Looking at the coaches of their 

team it was clear that they were getting very 

nervous because Justin Hemming and Richard 

Johnson were both looking strong. Fate struck 

again; both were out in the next few overs. But 

we had given them a fright and if we could have 

beaten them then we would have made front-

page news in the island's newspaper. 

tireless efforts in arranging all of the fixtures. 

P11 W4 L4 D3 

Mr S Thompson 

U12 
For the first time Solihull School fielded an U12 

Boys Hockey Team. They had two fixtures 

during the Easter term winning both. The first 

game against King Henry VIII, saw the team win 

convincingly by 6-0. The second was a much 

closer affair where the team came through 

against a good Bablake side, winning 3-2. These 

players have the potential to be very good; I'm 

sure that they will fulfill this if they continue 

being committed. My thanks go to Mr Bishop 

who ran the team and Oliver Haley who was 

the Captain. 

Mr C I Mayer 



The 2nd XI had been encountering similar 

adversities.They too lost to Colleridge and Parry, 

but not quite by the same amount, because Jack 

Lucas, Rob Whitehouse and Brandon Cooney 

had contributed 21,23 and 31 respectively to a 

lot closer and tighter game. Another loss against 

Lawrence Vaughan did not help the mood in the 

camp; we needed a win from somewhere. It was 

time for a complete rethink. The problem that 

we were setting fielding positions for matches 

in England; we came up with a plan to reset all 

our fielding positions. 

Ellerslie were the next opposition, and Justin 

and myself waited to see if the plan would work. 

Ellerslie were held to 147 from their forty overs. 

This time we did not have a batting collapse and 

scored 148 for 3 with six overs to spare. At last 

a win! The plan appeared to work, and the 2nds 

also came close to a win, and the captain Ian 

Mason found his batting form again. 

Spirits in the party had begun to return and 

confidence was on the up, when we faced the 

School of Nations. We managed to dismiss 

them for 149, and felt able to reach their total. 

Slowly we began to edge towards the winning 

total but lost our last wicket eight runs short. 

Meanwhile at the 2nd XI game we had our first 

major injury of the tournament. Kiran Chouhan 

aggravated an old knee injury whilst batting, 

and this meant he had played his last match in 

Barbados. 

We now approached our final game in the 

league part of the competition, and at this point 

I will include a newspaper report from the island 

paper to explain what happened: - 

"English storm back to defeat Guyanese" 

SOLIHULL rebounded from an eight-run defeat 

on Thursday by School of the Nations, to beat 

Guyanese side Saint Mary's College by five 

wickets in a rescheduled Sir Garfield Sobers 

International Schools cricket match, at YMPC 

yesterday. 

It was reported yesterday that the match 

between Solihull and School of the Nations at 

Briar Hall had ended in a tie, but the English lads 

were actually dismissed for 141 and not 149, 

replying to their opponent's total of 149 for 
eight. 

The positional play-offs for positions three to 

16 will be played on Monday while the final 

between defending champions, Combermere, 

who won Zone "B" and the Trinidad and Tobago 

Under-17 team, the Zone "A" winners, will be 

played on Wednesday at Kensington Oval. 

Summarised scores yesterday. 

At Beckles Road: St Mary's College 166-7 in 40 

overs (Tarquin Gay 48, Y. Ottley 34, J. Lawrence 

16, S. Balgobin 13,A. Francois 11, S. Augustus 10 

n.o.; S. Smith 2-34, T. Crowley 2-24). Solihull 

168-5 in 39.1 overs (Jordan Hemmings 63, T. 

Crowley 40, M. Proudman 29 n.o., S. Smith 18 

n.o.; S. Balgobin 2-27). Solihull won by five 

wickets. (EZS) 

The match had to be rearranged due to rain! 

In the major part of the competition we won 

our second game, so we had played seven 

matches winning two, losing one game by one 

run and another by eight. Considering we had 

never been there before and played on totally 

different wickets in totally different 

surroundings, many locals were highly 

impressed. We gained much support. The results 

now meant that we would play the Xenon 

Academy. It was an anticlimax and the boys' 

spirits were down after battling for so long. 

Xenon Academy scored 145 all out and we 

replied with 83 all out. 

The 2nd XI played their final game in the north 

of the island against North Stars. Still seeking a 

win on tour and battling for pride, every 

member of the team fought every inch of the 

way. Daniel Viles sustained a black eye in the 

process (unfortunately being hit by the ball 

thrown by one of his own team!). Chris Barber 

top scored with 47 and everyone contributed to 

a fine win - at last! 

So the playing was over and now everyone 

could really relax. All the boys they would say 

that they wouldn't have missed it for the world! 

Every member of the party had a fantastic time 

and they will be talking about it for a long time. 

People will take away different memories; the 

friendly local people we met; the former star 

cricketers such as Sir Garfield Sobers, Sir Everton 

Weekes, Charlie Griffiths, Wes Hall, Lance Gibbs 

or Joel Garner; the visit to Oisten's fish market; 

or the cruise where the boys swam with Turtles. 

I  must express my own personal heartfelt "thank 

you" from all of the touring party to Mr Paul 

Jackson, because without him the tour would 

not have been the resounding success. It was an 

exceptional tour and it is difficult to put into 

words all of the experiences that the boys and 

staff encountered during those three glorious 

weeks. The players who went have not stopped 

talking to everybody about their tour, and their 

skills with bat and ball improved in those three 

weeks. They will never forget what they have 

learned in such an idyllic setting. It is a visit that 

I  will never forget and at the airport when we 

were leaving, I would have given anything to 

turn around and do it all again. 

Mr C H Jones 

-211( 	N. 1 
This was a very good 2nd Xl. The end tally 

reading 3 losses does not do this team justice. 

Two of the losses came in 20/20 fixtures on 

Wednesdays at the end of term, when we were 

seriously depleted due to other commitments 

in School. There were some amazing batting 

performances, which were a joy to watch. On 

several occasions the boys went out to the 

wicket and destroyed the opposition with 

aggressive batting. It was not slogging, just very 

good attacking batting. Four centuries were 

scored, all at Solihull, with one 5-wicket haul. 

In our first game of the season versus 

Wolverhampton GS the opening batsmen 

scored 268 between them in 25 overs. James 

Trueman scored 147 not out and Will Lucas got 

106 not out. Magnificent! Matthew James 

scored 119 out of a total of 300 against 

Warwick hitting some massive 6's. In our fixture 

with King Henry VIII Coventry, Ben Wiseman 

scored 108 not out in wet conditions. We liked 

to bat first, rack up a huge total and have the 

game in the bag by tea. On two occasions 

batting first this did not happen, King's 

Worcester and Nottingham HS, and we had  to 
turn to our bowling to see us through. Dan Viles, 

Stuart Scanlan, Will Barber, Oliver Beech,  Jack 
Jolly, Trueman and Ahasan Hussain bowled well 

throughout the summer. The best figures came 

at RGS Worcester where Will Barber took 5  for 
34 off 7 overs. 

On the whole, the top order of Lucas, Trueman, 

and Wiseman scored runs freely. When it didn't, 

the middle order of Beech, Alex Kirke and Chris 

Szarmach came to the rescue chipping in with 

30's, 40's and the odd 50. 

There was one loss on a Saturday. This came at 

KES Birmingham when we bowled first  and 
failed to chase down their total of 224. One 

Saturday fixture was lost to the weather as was 

one Wednesday fixture. 

My thanks go to all the team, their 

commitment was excellent and they played  the 
game in a spirit that the School can be proud  of. 
Will Lucas did a superb job as Captain. Thank 

you to David Smith and his team of coaches 

and to Jayne Round and the kitchen crew.  My 
final thanks is to Karl Brotherhood and his staff; 

they are brilliant. 

P10 W7 L3 (2 rained off) 

Mr C Mayer 

))]-( 
The Third Eleven faced every match high on 

confidence and enthusiasm despite not winning 

as many as we would have wished. Our  two 

victories against Camp Hill and RGS Worcester 

were a reward for perseverance and our main 

strength, which was our excellent fielding  and 

bowling. Special mention must go to Jon Proud 

and Tom Haley both of whom bowled a good 

line and length and were suitably rewarded with 

two or three wickets a game. They were  ably 

supported by Omar Rashid, the talented Simon 

Bucknall, and captain Kieran Chouhan in  the 

bowling department with good wicket keeping 

from Tom Bacon throughout. 

Wippl  Shenstonian 

After such a psychological battering we had a 

two break but having to face Colleridge and Parry, 

again would not be easy. In forty overs they 

scored 259 for 6, with one batsman scoring 107. 

Unfortunately for us we dropped him when he 

had scored one! They were also a strong bowling 

side and we struggled our way to 122 all out. 

Shenstonian 

Our batting never really caught fire but 

amongst the various innings there were good 

knocks from Simon Coleman, Rob Gooden, Chris 

Allen to name but a few. 

Mr M Covill 

U15A 
The Under 15's have had a much improved 

season compared with 2007, winning 9 out of 

the 13 games played. The team reached the 

final of the Warwickshire Schools' Cup losing 

out to King Edward's Birmingham in a closely 
contested game. 

Particular highlights included chasing 197 off 30 

overs against Wolverhampton and getting them 
in 19 overs. Fred Howard's majestic 109 not out 

was an exceptional effort. Another exciting 

match was the cup quarter final against King 

Henry's Coventry, where the team chased 152 

and successfully got them with two balls to 

spare. Dom Harding's 95 supported by Jon 

Coleman's 40, and Matt Bacon's magnificent 

straight six in the last over saw the team take a 
thrilling victory. 

Generally, the key improvements have come 

within the batting department. Dominic 

Harding, Jon Coleman and Fred Howard have 

led the way, scoring over 1400 runs between 

them. Dom Harding has had an exceptional 

season, scoring over 650 runs at an average of 

46 per game. Matt Bacon has also made a 

number of useful contributions, particularly his 

hard-hitting 36 in the cup semi final. 

The bowling department has produced steady 

results all season. The team has now got a 

number of wicket taking bowling options. 

Mrigank Sinha has led the way, taking 14 

wickets during the season with the highlight 

being his 5 for 19 against Warwick School. 

Other leading wicket takers include Jon 

Coleman with 12, the much improved Chris 

Thomas with 11 and Arthur Haynes with 12. 

Arthur is a great asset to the team having an 

uncanny ability to come onto bowl in difficult 

circumstances and pick up valuable wickets. 

Chris Hooper's valiant effort in the Cup Final 

deserves mention. His spell of 1 wicket for 12 

runs off four overs almost secured a memorable 

victory for the lads. James Carey and Martin 

Bullard have also chipped in with useful wickets. 

At times our fielding has been good. However, 

there have been occasions where fundamental 

mistakes have cost us dearly. Errors in the 

games against Nottingham and the cup final 

against King Edward's cost us dearly. They say 

catches win matches. This was certainly the 

case against Nottingham. However, none of this 

should detract from Ben Crowe's magnificent 

one-handed effort against Prince Henry's, 

Evesham. Ben Trenchard, Arthur Haynes and Jon 

Coleman have taken a number of other 
memorable and significant catches. 

It would not be correct to close without 

commenting on the talents of Matt Bacon 

behind the stumps. Matt's constant "chirping" 

and encouragement to the team is invaluable. 

This is backed up by the quality of his wicket 

keeping. Matt has contributed 7 catches and 8 

stumpings during the season. There are a 

number of bowlers in the team who owe him a 

great debt! 

As Captain, I would like to thank the team for 

their constant support throughout the season 

and also thank Mr Hart, Mr Reddington, Mr 

Mayer and Dave Smith for their support at 

training sessions and on match days. 

Jonathan Coleman 

U15B 
The U15B team have been very unfortunate in 

that three of their fixtures were cancelled due 

to rain. They did manage to play at last at 

Warwick where the opposition were far too 

strong for us. At Bromsgrove the side recorded a 

magnificent victory. The team scored 128-8 

with Ashwin Parthasarathy opening the batting 

and managing 57 not out. Alex Barnes and 

Philippe Marks got the team off to a great start 

when bowling, taking 2 wickets a piece and 

conceding only 24 runs off those first 8 overs. In 

the end we bowled them out for 93. The final 

game saw us lose to KES Aston in a thriller. We 

scored 145-9 with James Cartwright and Ali 

Wishart top scoring with 55 and 36 

respectively. The opposition reached their target 

in the last over.Thank you to Conor Joyce for all 

his efforts as Captain. 

P3  W1 L2(3 rained off) 

Mr C Mayer 

U14A 
The term began with a convincing victory over 

Wolverhampton GS. This was the first Saturday 

victory for the side for two years and augured 

well for the rest of the season. However the 

next few results demonstrated the fragility in 

the batting that had been in evidence the 

season before. Cup matches though showed 

what could be done as the side reached the 

quarterfinals of the county cup. 

Progress has been gradual yet there are a 

number of positive things that came from the 

season. Rahman admirably led the team. 

Bowling was sound with Gough leading the way 

with a five-wicket haul (5-11) against Tudor 

Grange in the cup. It was the batting that, on a 

number of occasions, let the side down. 

However there were some positive signs. 

Particularly pleasing was the performance of 

Starkey whose batting developed over the 

season. Whitfield also produced early on in the 

season several confident performances. 

As manager of the side I greatly enjoyed the 

season, even when my fingers got numb from 

the cold, wind and rain at Warwick. I feel sure 

that the team enjoyed the season and I feel sure 

that individually players will grow in confidence 
next season. 

W4 L8 

U14B 
The team developed as the season progressed 
and achieved a fine victory against by 44 runs 

against Warwick School. This was the highlight 

of the season. All the team deserve plaudits for 

sticking faithfully to the task and by developing 

as the season progressed. Particular thanks must 

go to Jones, who led the team until the final 

match. Beaumont-Dark bowled at times with 

great tenacity yet this was an all-round 

performance. My thanks go to all the team 

members for their hard work and dedication. 

W2 L3 
Mr R C Wright 

U13A 
This year there were some new faces in the 

Under 13 A Team Cricket team such as 011ie 

Griffin, Dan Younan and James Shorthouse. 

There was also a shuffle around behind the 

stumps as Joe Sinton assumed the position of 

wicket keeper. But the team has had a 

frustrating season in that we have put in some 

good performances but the results haven't gone 

our way; be that from umpiring decisions, 

dropped catches or just being out-played. 

Another factor was injuries and unavailability 

for players such as Albert Davis. The team were 

very comfortable with ball in hand but did at 

times looked very shaky with the bat. At some 

point throughout the season every member of 

the team has contributed some vital runs; 

Callum Williamson and Duncan Wigley, in 

particular always seemed to produce some runs 

when the team needed them most. 

In every match at least one player would come 

up with an excellent performance; the real 

problem was that there was virtually never an 

outstanding performance from the team as a 

whole. But the one game when everything came 

together was our first victory of the season 

against King Henry VIII. We batted first and 

posted 152-2 due to a brilliant partnership of 

126 between openers Harland and Halbert; 

Harland, the aggressor of the two, went on to 

hit 73, the highest score of the season. Then 

some good bowling put paid to the opposition 

for just 29 runs. This win gave the team a 

massive boost in morale and we finished the 

season quite well. This year has been tough for 

the team and we have been faced with some 

truly class opposition, but although the results 

may not show it we have all come on leaps and 

bounds. 

Joseph Halbert 

U13B 
We lost our first game of the season by 7 runs 

to King's Worcester. This was an excellent game 

of cricket, the deciding factor being the large 

number of wides that we bowled.We lost to KES 
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Saturday and Wednesday Fixtures 

Placing 

Seniors 	1st 4th 3rd 
Inters 	1st 1st 3rd 
Juniors 4th 4th 
Overall 	1st 2nd 3rd 

Thursday Matches 
Placing 

LVth 	1st 4th 1st 1st 
IVth 	3rd 3rd 1st 3rd 
Shells 	3rd 3rd 1st 3rd 
IlIrds 	1st 1st 1st 1st 
Overall 	1st 2nd 1st 3rd 

The senior team had a short season and 

recorded victories over: RGSAO Worcs, 

Uppingham, Trent, Old Swinford, Bromsgrove, 

Malvern College and Dean Close. There were 

some good performances during the season, 

Tom Chalkley was very successful in the sprints 

and was ably assisted by Nick Marsh. Tom Shiels 

was beaten once in the javelin and had good 

support from Callum Brehany and Dan Super. 

The team was well led by Joe Hone who 

certainly led by example stepping in to compete 

in the 1500m and gaining extra points for the 

team. Adam Harkin was very successful in the 

1500m and 800m. Nick Elliott put in some good 

performances in the throws assisted by Dan 

Super and Tom Bradshaw who also ran well in 

the hurdles. Chris Rosin and Adam Hughes 

competed very well in the jumps along with 

Stuart Clarke who also ran well in the hurdles. 

The U17 team was unbeaten until the last 

match of the season, which was a sad note on 

which to end. Alex Crichton captained the team 

and he set a fine example and proved yet again 

to be totally reliable, putting in some excellent 

performances in the discus,shot and 800m. Ben 

Timms was a revelation in the throws this year 

and got better and better in the shot 

culminating in him representing Solihull in the 

West Midlands championships, while Jamie 

Evans again competed to a high standard in the 

javelin, being pushed hard by Felix Price. 

Congratulations must go to our principal 

sprinter Alex Currie for breaking the 200m and 

400m Sports Day records; he was ably 

supported by the versatile Robert Ashby and 

Max Roberts, who produced some gutsy 400m 

runs. Jamie Broomhall had an excellent season 

showing his versatility in some high-class 

hurdles races and excelling in the high and triple 

jumps. As the season progressed Joe Sharp really 

came to the fore, proving to be a fine hurdler 

and useful all-round athlete and he will be a 

valuable athlete in the future. Finally thanks 

must go to Frank Phillips and Sam Fletcher, who 

were most reliable stalwarts and real team 

players able to turn their hands to any event in 

a crisis; their efforts are most appreciated. The 

team defeated some notable schools during the 

season including: RGSAO Worcs, Uppingham, 

Trent, Old Swinford, Bromsgrove, K.E. 

Birmingham, Rugby School, Malvern College, 

Oakham School, Clifton College and Dean 

Close. It is hoped that the team will realise its 

potential once more when the athletes move 

into the seniors next year. 

The LVth Athletics team had a mixed season, 

but finished on a high.The weather was not very 

kind to us, causing some cancellations, but 

victories were recorded over King Edward's 

Camp Hill, King Edward's Aston, Arden School 

and St Peter's. A number of athletes also 

contributed to the great success of the UVth 

team. 

The team competed again in the ESAA Track 

and Field Cup and won through to the Regional 

A Final, placing them in the top eight schools in 

the West Midlands. The Borough Championships 

was the highlight of the season, as the team 

gained a narrow victory in what is the strongest 

borough in the West Midlands. Whilst only one 

individual victory was gained (Stephen Bowland 

in the Javelin, with Lewis Grinsell of the Fourth 

Form second) it was a real team effort, with a 

number of personal bests being achieved, 

indeed, Joe Read (1500m) and Ben Crowe 

(800m) achieved personal bests on successive 

days, as these two championships followed each 

other. Ryan Bushell's personal best in the High 

Jump after competing in his second 400m race 

of the day was also remarkable. In the course of 

the year a number of promising athletes 

emerged, such as Tom Dunn, George Terry, Lazar 

Krtsic and James Phipps, so the situation is 

promising for the future. 

The U15 team recorded victories over Trent, 

Uppingham, Old Swinford, Bromsgrove, Clifton 

College, Malvern College, RGSAO Worcs, Tudor 

Grange and St Peter's. Will Hartley captained 

the side and his performances improved with 

every match during the season. Lewis Grinsell 

again had a very successful season in the javelin. 

Dominic Coghlan and Oliver Blundell certainly 

showed great improvements during the course 

of the season. 

The U14 team competed very well this season 

and was victorious against Arden, Tudor Grange 

and St Peter's.The combined U14 team won the 

first round heats of the National Track and Field 

Cup but unfortunately due to Snowdonia 

School the team was depleted for the regional 

finals when the team came eighth. There were 

some good performances this season; Dan 

Younan was undefeated in the hurdles and 

congratulations to Nick Finnegan in breaking 

the sportsday record for the 100m and some 

solid performances in the long jump. Dan Beck 

put in some good performances in the sprints. 

Arun Baxter certainly came to the fore in the 
400m and shot. Oliver Griffin also competed 

well in the javelin, discus and 400m. Will 

Harland and Nick Clay competed well in the 

1500m and triple jump. Guy Barnes proved to 

be a versatile athlete competing in several 

different events. Dan Sinton, Rory Grogan and 

John Super all put in some good performances 

during the season. It was good to see Jacob 

Seickell and Jai Pannum competing in the latter 
part of the season. 

The U13 were the most successful side this 

season being undefeated. Schools beaten were 

KES, RGSAO Worcs, Arden, KE Camp Hill, KE 

Aston, King Henry VII, Tudor Grange, St Peter's. 

The backbone of the team were James Taylor, 

John Allen, Nick Sharpe, Matthew Pritchard, 

Nick Hooper, Robert Gnyla and Elliott Gordon, 

but they were resolutely supported by some 

versatile athletes in Toby Wassell, Jordan Davey, 

James Berry, Matthew Swales and Ed Gamlin. 

The best result of the season was probably 

when the team won the last match of the 

season without four of the most dominant 

athletes. The team could have crumpled, but 

they fought hard and with Ben Piggin and 

Connor Brookes winning events on their debuts 

victory was secured. This highlights the strength 

this team and we have high hopes for the 

future. 

This season sees the departure of two members 

of staff who have been involved in school 

athletics for the last twenty years. Mr Goatham 

ran the athletics very successfully and 

appropriately he finished as coach of the 

Borough Champions once again. Mr Ginns has 

been an inspirational team manager and coach, 

finishing with an unbeaten U13 team. They will 

be a very hard act to follow and will be missed 

by all the athletes they have been involved with. 

Not many people can claim to have coached a 

Great Britain athlete and world indoor 

champion, which they have both achieved. 

I hope that they both have a long and well-

deserved retirement. 

Once again I must thank all the staff who have 

helped to officiate at the meetings held at 

Norman Green and Mr Thompson for coaching 

the U15 team. None of the school fixtures could 

happen without these willing volounteers. It is 

with sadness that the Miss Holden and Miss 

Guy partnership in the scorers hut is to be 

broken up by Miss Holden leaving for pastures 

new. She will be sorely missed and all the 

athletes and staff wish her all the best at her 

new school. 

Mr N W S Leonard 

Shenstonian 

Birmingham rather heavily in our next game. 
KES Stratford saw us victorious for the first 
time. Sam Ward scored 47 not out, this was 
then backed up by a good bowling and fielding 
performance. Ward took 2-15 and Nick Clay 2- 
18. Our fourth game saw us travel to Warwick. 
They were very good and we were well beaten. 
The final game of the season saw us beat KES 
Aston.They scored 92 for 7. Shyam Kotecha was 
the pick of the bowlers with figures of 4 overs, 
no maidens, 1 wicket for 5 runs. Matthew Orme 
kept wicket well and we bowled few wides, 
which was a big improvement from the first 
fixture. Sushanth Vayalapra took the wicket of 
their prize batsman, which proved to be a 
decisive moment in the game. We started 
slowly with the bat but reached their total with 
some lusty blows from Orme, Guy Barnes and 

Laurie Stumper. 

In total 21 players represented the U13b team. 
I am pleased that so many boys had the 
opportunity to represent the School at Cricket. 
My thanks go to Sam Ward for all his efforts as 

Captain. 

P5 W2 L3 
Mr C Mayer 

U 1 2 
The U12A cricket season started with a good 
win over Princethorpe College with Jamie 
Hughes and Nick Hooper both getting 50s. We 
won the game very comfortably and the 
bowling attack racked up the wickets quickly. 
Unfortunately for Chris B-D an early broken 
thumb ruled him out for the next three games. 
Next came Worcester and another comfortable 
win with Nick Hooper and Conor Townsend 
scoring 50s. The next few games came with 
more triumph and 50s. Our winning streak was 
blown by a close encounter with Warwick 
School. Our batting was convincing with a good 
62 from Nick Hooper but our fielding let us 
down with sloppy mistakes causing a loss. 
However our concentration reformed and put 
us back on track. Our last few games saw a good 
show of fielding, bowling and batting with a 
tremendous 84 from Oliver Haley. Our season 
unfortunately finished with our last match 
cancelled due to bad weather. 

We also entered into a 20/20 County Cup. Chris 
B-D racked up his first 50 of his career and a 
good show of the tail-enders seized a place in 
the quarter-finals. We met King Edward's 
Edgbaston with a number of very good 
performances from K.E.S players and us. 
However we held our nerve and maintained a 
good score. Our bowling and concentration was 
the best all season, which put us in the semi-
finals.This is to be played on the 3rd July against 
Saltley School. 

The school has also put out B and C teams this 
season for the first time in recent memory and 
the standard of cricket has been excellent. Turn 
out at net practice has been very good and the 
recent house competition was really enjoyable. 

During the season there have been many 
outstanding individual performances with Jamie 
Hughes and Jonny Allen making a wonderful 
improvement to their game. Also Oliver Haley, 
Chris B-D and Nick Hooper have played some 
exceptional matches scoring 50s and taking a 
fair few wickets. 

On behalf of the team we would like to thank 
Mr Bishop, Mr Geldard and Mr Mayer for all of 
their support and arranging of matches. Also to 
Justin Hemming and Dave Smith for all of their 
hard work and coaching to help our standards 
and understanding of cricket improve. This has 
been one of the most successful U12 seasons 
for a long time and we hope to build on this 
success next year. 

Nick Hooper and George Gamlin 

Athletics 2008 

U16 Borough Champions (Boys) 

Individual Borough champions: 
U16: S Bowland (Javelin), 
U14: D Younan (Hurdles) 

National Track and Field Competition 

U16 Boys: 2nd in First Round, 
8th in Regional A Final (Midlands) 

U14 Boys: 1st in First Round, 
8th in Regional A Final 

U14 Girls: 3rd in First Round, 
7th in Regional B Final 

The following pupils also represented 
Solihull Borough at the West Midlands 

Championships: 
U17: J Trueman (100m), A Crichton (Discus). 
U15: L Grinsell (Javelin), 
U14: D Younan (hurdles), E Gordon (shot) 

A Currie 200m (22.75) 

& 400m (53.8s) 

J Trueman, j Broomhall 

Windsor 

W McTighe 

Fetherston 

W Hartley, H Roberts 

A Fraser, G Tarn, T Hughes 

Shell A 

N Finnegan 100m (12.55) 

N Finnegan 

IIILD 
J Taylor, N Sharp 

Shenstone 

J Ismail Hurdles (13.7s), 

100m (13.5s), 

Long Jump (4.30m), 

E Hodge 800m (2.52.9) 

.1 Ismail Hurdles (13.7s), 

100m (14.4), 

Long Jump (4.25m); 

V Beech 200m (31.9s), 

Discus (15.48), 

E Hodge 800m (2.52.9) 

J Ismail, V Beech 

.1 Taylor (29.8), 

S Deakin High Jump (1.23m), 

G Keeling Jay. (14.42m) 

H Morgan Shot (6.03m) 

JTaylor 200m (31.25), 

K Singleton High Jump (1.15m). 

J Taylor 

Sportsday Results: 

Sixth Form: 
	

Jago 
Records: 
	

L Blackman 200m (26.2) 

Victor Ludorum 
	

T Chalkley, A Harkin, 
A Hughes 

Victrix Ludorum 
	

L Blackman, C Howley 

UVth 
	

Pole & Windsor 

Records 

Victor Ludorum 

LVth: 

Victor Ludorum 

IVth: 

Victor Ludorum 

Victrix Ludorum 

Shell Form: 

Records: 

Victor Ludorum 

Third Form: 

Victor Ludorum 

Girls: 

Shells 

Records 

Sportsday Records 

Victrix Ludorum 

IlIrds 

Records 

Sportsday Record 

Victrix Ludorum 



Shenstonian 62 

Solihull School 
Girls Hockey 
2007/8 
Firt 	I 
Following on from the success of last year was 

always going to be a challenge and so it proved 

for this season's 1st XI. A huge turnover in 

players and a lack of pitch time meant a new 

team had to gel rapidly, as fixtures started early. 

With goalkeepers in short supply, we reached a 

situation where whoever volunteered got the 

job — not an ideal situation, but huge praise 

must go to our 'Most Improved Player', Chloe 

Smith, who stepped up and did a tremendous 

job throughout the season. Without her efforts, 

some results could have been disastrous! 

An opening game loss to a strong Bablake side 

was followed by a good performance in the 

Wrekin 7s. Just missing out on the semis, the 

girls began their steep learning curve for the 

season. 4-0 losses to both King's High and 

Bloxham saw score lines that did not reflect the 

games, with all goals being conceded in the last 

few minutes of each match. Due to a clash with 

the Solihull Netball Tournament, a combined 

first and second team played a full strength King 

Edwards High School and again played some 

reasonable hockey, despite coming away with a 

loss. 

The West Midland's Tournament showed the 

potential that this team do have (or maybe it 

was having Mr Mayer umpiring that spurred the 

girls' on!). A 4-0 win over King Edwards 

Handsworth provided the girls with their first 

goals of the season and gave them a confidence 

lift. With Charlie Buckle determined not to lose 

to her old team, we scored 3 with no reply to 

defeat Edgbaston High School. Finishing 

positions were determined by the last game 

against King Edwards High School and despite 

some resilient defending, we lost 2-0, to finish 

as runners up. 

The tournament set the girls up well for the 

seconmd half of the season and despite a heavy 

defeat to Kings Worcester (one to forget!), the 

girls' beat King Henry VIII Coventry 1-0 (leaving 

Captain Nicola Foxwell with a technicolour 

bruise to show for her efforts!) and should have 

beaten Wolverhampton, but ended up with a 1- 

1 draw, after a superb individual goal from 

'Player of the Season' Hannah Rhodes. An away 

loss to Wrekin ended the season just before 

Christmas. 

Amongst the regular games was the annual 

charity match against the Boys' Rugby team. 

With both side playing in some interesting 

outfits, the boys were unable to match the girls' 

superior stick work. The girls held the lead, 

before some 'interesting' umpiring allowed the 

boys to equalise, taking the match into penalty 

flicks. Nina Robery this time volunteered to play 

in goal; she held her nerve to save two of the 

boy's flicks. With the girls converting, the team 

took the deserved victory again! 

Despite a lack of practice time, injuries to key 

players and a difficult fixture list, the First XI 

girls have played with commitment and 

enthusiasm throughout the season. In all 

matches they have kept going, encouraging 

each other and not letting heads go down. This 

was particularly evident in the Old Girls fixture, 

which was played at 10am on a Saturday 

morning in torrential rain. 

To the outgoing Upper Sixth — Nicky Foxwell, 

Jess Crowe, Lorna O'Neill, Catherine Fortune 

and Caroline Howley — thank you all for your 

efforts this year and we wish you every success 

in your hockey playing futures and look forward 

to seeing you at the Old Girls match. To the 

returning Lower Sixth, let's work hard in 

Barbados and come back fit and ready for the 

new season. 

P12 W3 D1 L 8 

Captain: Nicola Foxwell 

Vice-Captain: Jessica Crowe 

Team: Nicola Foxwell, Jessica Crowe, Catherine 

Fortune, Lorna O'Neill, Caroline Howley, Chloe 

Smith (GK), Nina Robery, Hannah Rhodes, Becky 

Wallis, Charlie Buckle, Nicky Bryce, Rebecca 

Halbert, Sian Rees 

Player of the Season: Hannah Rhodes 

School colours were awarded to Hannah Rhodes 

Miss VI Gill and Miss C Townsend 

Second XI 
If the First XI faced a challenging year, then so 

too did the Second Xl. With only four U6 in the 

side, a brand new team effectively took to the 

field for the first game of a season with a very 

tough fixture list. The absence of goalkeepers hit 

the Second XI too, with Deveshi Patel 

volunteering for the first game and making the 

position her own throughout the season 

An away trip to a strong Bablake side saw the 

girls come back with smiles on their faces, but a 

realisation that it was going to be a tough year. 

A home match at Olton followed, with the 

team showing enthusiasm and commitment. 

With Mr Leonard umpiring, the girls battled well 

against King Henry VIII and the 4-0 score line 

did not reflect the game. With Katie Butlin solid 

in the tackle (and loud in her enthusiasm!) and 

Lauren Davies making some good lead runs, the 

girls were unlucky not to get something out of 

the game. 

Two away matches followed, with the side 

playing against strong Second Xls or very 

impressive U16 sides. Despite unfailing 

cheerfulness, determination and a level of 

hockey that showed improvement, the team 

had a couple of heavy defeats against King's 

High Warwick and Bloxham. Against a strong 

Kings Worcester side, the girls were unlucky not 

to score from one of several short corners and 

time was spent still searching for that elusive 

first goal. 

A tough away game at Rugby followed, with the 

realisation that we will struggle to compete 

against girls who have played together for five 

years and who train five times a week! Then we 

come to Wolverhampton. With the opposition 

in disarray and having to field some First team 

players to make up a Second team, we knew we 

were in for a challenge. The whole team raised 

their game, battling for possession, taking on 

players and passing the ball well. Continued 

pressure was applied, but still no goal. Finally  it 

happened — we kept the ball in the 'D' before 

Lauren Davies scored the first goal of the 

season! The noise from the team showed how 

much the goal meant, even more so when the 

team held on to win their first game of the 

season. 

It has been a tough year for the Second XI, but 

we cannot fault their commitment, efforts and 

enthusiasm. They have coped with whatever has 

been thrown at them, playing in a range  of 

positions against very strong opposition. To the 

leaving U6th — Lauren Davies, Katie Newlands, 

Charlotte Eburne and Sophie Crossley — good 

luck and we hope you continue playing! To the 

returning LVIth, we look forward to seeing you 

for the new season! 

P7 W1 DO L 6 

Captains: Katie Newlands/Lauren Davies 

Team: Lauren Davies, Katie Newlands, Sophie 

Crossley, Deveshi Patel (GK), Alex Fitzpatrick, 

Katie Butlin, Nicky Hudders, Fran Evans, Lucy 

Blackman, Liz Ward, Alex Lawrie, Liz Wells, 

Frankie Rhodes, Georgina Rhodes, Indigo 

Lefevre, Charlotte Eburne, Nicola Reid, Hannah 

Bradley 

Miss Gill and Miss C Townsend 

t 	I 
The U14 Hockey team have had a frustrating 

season — whenever opposition cancelled, it was 

always their fixtures! 

The season started with 2 tough home fixtures 

against Repton and Bablake. Despite losing 

both, the girls played some good hockey and 

showed they are capable of competing with 

stronger schools. A 2-1 victory over 

Princethorpe prepared the girls well for the West 

Midlands Tournament. Victories in the pool 

games and a semi-final win over St Martin's 

took the girls through to the final. A draw after 

normal time resulted in the team beating 

Edgbaston High School on penalties and being 

crowned County Champions and progressing 

through to the Midlands round of the National 

Competition. The Midlands Tournament proved 

a learning experience for the team and one that 

they enjoyed, despite drawing 1 and losing 3. 

They know what to expect in the future! 

The Spring term saw more success for the team, 

with wins over St Martin's and Arden, meaning 

that the girls finished the season as Solihull 
Champions. 

Well done to all the girls for your efforts this 
year! 

P 16 W 7 D 4 L 5 

Captain: Ashley Fraser 

Team: Ashley Fraser, Tina Gough (GK), Emma 

Rivers, Katy Clarke, Anna McNeillie, Georgia 

Tarn, Emily Hughes, Ally Deol, Nicky Vundum, 

Alice McElholm, Frankie Levey, Sarah Howey, 

Kara Abdou, Helen-Cara Younan. 

Miss VJ Gill 

U13 
The U13 Hockey team had a high scoring start 

to the year and were unfortunate to come away 

with an 8-6 toss to RGS Worcester. The Autumn 

term saw the teams play some competitive 

matches at 7-a-side, but the girls struggled to 
find an elusive win. 

The Spring term saw a change of fortunes for 

the girls at both 7 and 11-a-side, despite the 

snow. At 11-a-side the girls had wins over 

Wolverhampton, St Martin's (twice) and St 

Peters. They played some great hockey during a 

very late Friday evening to finish as Runner's-Up 

in the West Midlands Tournament, before going 

on the finish as Runner's Up in the Solihull 

League. The biggest improvement came during 

the Warwickshire round of the National U13 

Mini Hockey Championships. Despite going 2-0 

down in the first minutes of their opening 

game, the girls showed true competitive 

instincts to fight back and win 4-3. A 5-1 win 

and 0-0 draw saw the team through to the 

semi-finals as group winners. They twice came 

from behind to level scores, before a disputed 

goal in the last minute, saw King's High Warwick 

win 3-2. The quality of the hockey the girls 

played showed how much they have developed 

throughout the year and we hope this 

continues. 

Many of the girls now play club hockey and in 

addition, Julie Whiting and Maria Barnes 

represented West Midlands and Warwickshire 

counties, respectively. Julie has also been 

selected for the Midlands Development Group 

and to attend the U14 National High 

Performance Assessment Camp at 

Loughborough this summer. 

Well done to all girls who have played this year! 

P21 W 9 D3 L9 

Top Goal Scorer: Julie Whiting 

Team: Julie Whiting, Maria Barnes, Vicky Beech, 

Maria Fotiadis-Wild, Emily Hodge, Laura 

Newboult (GK), Georgia Cherry, Sanika 

Karandikar, Sally Farrant, Alice Newbold, Katie 

Cogley (GK), Ellie Ryan, Alice Allcock, Zoe 

Harding, Emma O'Sullivan, Isobel Hands Nicky 

Cronin, Belinda Saunders, Lydia Jones, Lizzie 

Humphreys, Jackie Martins. 

Miss V J Gill 

U12 
The U12 Hockey team had an extremely busy, 

but successful season. They started on a high, 

with both A and B teams winning 7-a-side 

matches against RGS Worcester convincingly 

(5-0 and 6-0). The highlight of the term was the 

U12 Tournament held at Solihull School. The 

team played some excellent hockey in the short 

matches to top their pool, after winning 4 and 

drawing 2. Extra time failed to separate Solihull 

and Edgbaston High School in the semi finals 

and the girls were unlucky to miss out, after 

losing on penalties. They ended slightly 

disappointed, but determined to win medals in 

the future. 

Shenstonian 

The Spring term saw more hockey, with the 
West Midlands Tournament at King Edwards 

High School. With plenty of parental support 
(and food!) the girls showed just how much 

they had improved, playing some great hockey 

in a competitive spirit. They ended up as 

runners-up after winning 4, losing 2 and scoring 

11 goals in the process. More hockey followed, 

but this time the 11-a-side version. Playing in 

the Solihull League, the girls showed a flair for 

goal scoring, resulting in them being made 

Solihull Champions. 

Well done to all the girls who have played with 

enthusiasm and determination throughout the 

year and we hope this continues in the future! 

P 33 W 15 D 7 L 11 GF 57 GA 43 

Top Goal Scorer: Sophie Ward 

Captain: Sophie Ward 

Team: Sophie Ward, Nicole Angelides, Amy 

Middleton, Hannah Butler, Katie Singleton (GK), 

Beth Eldred, Elizabeth Ready, Sam Deakin, 

Charlotte Smith, Maddy Lavery, Jess Taylor, 

Brogan Kelly, Katherine Bridges, Charlotte 

Beesley, Kirsty O'Donnell, Grace Keeling, 

Theresa Morgan, Lottie Wilson (GK), Nadine 
Nijim, Ella Goodworth 

Miss VJ Gill 

Solihull School 
Netball 2007/8 
First VII 
With a new netball squad every season there 

were many girls wanting to play. The trials were 

of a good standard and we began training. 

Following fixtures put in place last season, 

meant that we were still entered in a highly 

competitive league with an ever developing 

standard; many schools playing that have been 

together for years and that have successfully 

reached National Finals. Despite this knowledge, 

the girls started well, reaching the semi-finals in 

the Solihull Netball Tournament. They 

effectively beat AG 12-0 and Solihull Sixth Form 

College B team 11-3 in their group, but 

unfortunately lost to the Sixth Form College 'A' 

team in the semis, 10-5. 

The Coventry, Warwick and Solihull Netball 

Tournament was just around the corner and yet 

again the squad started well with a win over 

Heart of England, 6-4. They regrettably lost the 

following 3 matches to Princethorpe, King 

Henry's and KE Nuneaton and so failed to get 

through. 

The competition in the league was proving 

tricky and the team lost the next 4 games to 

King's High Warwick, RGS Worcester, Bablake 

and King Henry's. Nevertheless the girls stayed 

upbeat and worked harder, and they came away 

with a close but definite win, 21-20 over Sutton 
College. 
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This resulted in them finishing third in their 
pool. 

With Vicky Beech, Sanika Karandikar, Becky 

Jacks and Lizzie Humphries all attending the 

Solihull Satellite Netball Academy there are high 

hope for the girls next season. 

Captain: Jenna Ismail 

Team: Zoe Harding, Lizzie Humphries, Sanika 

Karandikar, Georgia Cherry, Emily Hodge, Jenna 

Ismail, Vicky Beech, Becky Jacks 

The B team unfortunately could not compete 

against the competitive nature of the 

surrounding teams, losing all 6 matches to RGS 

Worcester, Kings Worcester, Princethorpe, King's 

High Warwick, Bablake and Wolverhampton. We 

hope the girls retain their passion for the sport 

and continue to progress and have a more 

successful season next year. 

Miss VI Gill 

1 
The girls have competed well against very 

strong opposition this season. We couldn't ask 

for any more effort, enthusiasm and 

commitment from them. With the whole year 

performing in matches across the season, they 

deserve some recognition for their 

commitment. With many of them only 

beginning netball in December they produced 

some good quality netball in a short space of 
time. 

The 'A' team started the year well with a 13-2 

win over St Peters. This put the girls in good 

stead for the season, beating Lode Heath, RGS 

Worcester, Bablake and Arden, however 

unfortunately suffering heavy losses against 

Bromsgrove, Princethorpe, King Henry VIII, 

King's Worcester and St Martin's. With the 

following girls attending the Solihull Satellite 

Netball Academy: Kirsty O'Donnell, Nicole 

Angelides, Brogan Kelly and Elizabeth Ready, we 

look forward to the season ahead. We have 

begun to construct some good basic 

groundwork and skills, so roll on next season! 

W4 DO L7 

Captain: Nicole Angelides 

Team: Nicole Angelides, Jessica Taylor, Charlotte 

Smith, Sophie Ward, Kirsty O'Donnell, Brogan 

Kelly, Grace Keeling, Elizabeth Ready, Amy 
Middleton 

The B team have equally begun to generate 

good teamwork and basic skills. Again we have 

struggled against strong opposition suffering 

losses against Bromsgrove, RGS Worcester, King 

Henry VII, Kings Worcester, and Princethorpe. 

They did secure a well-deserved win over 

Bablake and a draw with Lode Heath. 

W1 D1 L6 

The C team were regrettably outplayed this 

season with four defeats against King Henry VIII, 

Princethorpe and Kings Worcester. However 

with training beginning from September next 

season we aim to have an enjoyable, yet 

competitive season. 

WO DO L4 

Miss V J Gill and Miss C Townsend 

England V Malawi Netball 
2nd Test Series 
On the 16th of April fifty girls of all ages went 

to Coventry Sky Dome to watch England play 

netball against Malawi. We watched this game 

to help us improve on our own netball skills and 

pick up on new tactics. The stadium was full 

with buzzing supporters of both teams and 

everybody was excited. 

Malawi had the advantage of having the first 

centre pass, leading to a very quick first goal. 

However, England pushed on and made a good 

come back.There were many goals scored in the 

duration of the game and the final result was 
57-40 to England. This was a first time 

experience for most of the girls and we all 

thoroughly enjoyed ourselves. A big thank-you 

to Miss Townsend and Miss Gill for arranging 
this great trip. 

Georgia Tarn and Katie Clarke 

Rounders 
T 1 4 

The U 14s were victims of the weather — the one 

rounders match cancelled this term was theirs! 

The term started away at Tudor Grange on a 

very wet field; scoring was low, but our fielding 

was excellent and we ended up winning 3 — 2.A 

high scoring match away at Lode Heath 

followed, with a number of the team getting on 

the score sheet. We batted well to win 15 — 13 

1/2. St Martin's the local rivals again proved a 

sticking point for the girls and we were 

outplayed across the road, losing 21 1/2 to 10 1/2. 

On to the Solihull Tournament. After an extra 

practice, the girls went to the tournament full of 

confidence. Unfortunately batting first, our 

timing wasn't there and our low scoring meant 

a first game loss. After a quick chat the girls 

were ready for the second game, when the 

batting was much better and the fielding was 

excellent; we beat Langley 7 1/2 - 1/2. Tudor 

Grange followed along with another win, this 

time 9 1/2 - 2 1/2. A win in our last pool game 

would mean a place in the semi-finals and the 

girls went out determined. With concentration, 

the girls beat Lighthall 7 1/2 - 3 to gain a semi-

final place against Arden. Fielding first, the team 

worked well to restrict Arden to just 5 rounders. 

Despite a great effort with the bat, Arden's 

fielding was just too good and we ended up 

losing 5 — 4 and finishing third. It was a long 

evening, but the enthusiasm and commitment 

of the team cannot be faulted 

Since the tournament the team have narrowly 

lost to King Edward's Five Ways and have one 

match remaining. Well done to all the girls for 

their efforts and enthusiasm this year. 

P 9 W 5 L 4 

Captain:Tina Gough 

Team:Ashley Fraser, Tina Gough, Emma Rivers, 

Katy Clarke, Anna McNeillie, Georgia Tarn, 

Emily Hughes, Ally Deol, Nicky Vundum, Alice 

McElhlolm, Frankie Levey, Grace Burchell, Kara 

Abdou, Helen-Cara Younan 

Miss V J Gill 

U13 
The U13 Rounders team started the term in 

typical British summer weather; the first match 

was played on a very muddy field in the rain! 

The girls only like performing with a 4:1 ratio 
and so, you guessed it, we lost the next 4 
matches! However we battled on and entered 

the West Midlands South Tournament with new 
kit and an optimistic view. We beat Worcester B 
12-5 and Solihull Sixth Form College B 12-1, 
marginally losing to Babtake 9-7 and finishing 

second in their group. 

Before we knew it, the season was over and it 
was time for the Old Girls' (with a few boys 
thrown in this year!) match! The Old Girls 

brought back a very strong team and integrated 
a couple of rather large boys! However the girls 
like to make things harder for themselves and 
agreed to play. With a great start the girls were 
beating the Oldies at half time. By the third 
quarter the boys had realised you can't move 
with the ball and physically barge people out 
the way, taking them into the lead. With only 
seconds to go the Oldies secured the winning 
goal (more like a jump shot from the outside of 
the circle) beating the girls by 1! A disappointing 
end for the girls but a fun and entertaining 

morning nevertheless. 

Despite losing 9 and winning 3, their attitude 
and determination was clear to see. For those 
leaving us and moving on we wish you all the 
best and hope to see you at the Old Girls' 
match. For those staying, roll on next season! 

Captain: Helena Sheldrake 

Vice Captain: Corrine 0 Donnell 

Team: Helena Sheldrake, Hannah Rhodes, 
Corrine 0' Donnell, Chelsey Hoefkens, Emily 
Todd, Helen Cross, Charlie Buckle, Chloe Smith 

Player of the Season: Helena Sheldrake. 

School Colours were awarded to Chloe Smith 

and Helen Cross. 

Miss C Townsend and Miss V J Gill 

2nd VII 
To have such a large squad was fantastic; the 
enthusiasm throughout the season was 
incredible. Unfortunately the Second VII was 
again in a highly competitive and skilful league 
and regrettably lost all of their nine matches. 

One of the girls' best matches was their 17-16 
loss to Solihull Sixth Form College. The girls had 
refined their centre passes and well oiled tactics 
worked well - if only there had been one more 
minute! Worcester College proved an eventful 
match; the winds were blowing at gale force and 
despite our best efforts to re-arrange, the girls 
suffered the posts crashing down on them and 

the more slight of our team actually getting 
blown off court! Event of the season had to be 
where Alex Fitzpatrick managed to score an own 
goal, something not many have witnessed in a 
netball match before! 

The girls' spirits remained high and they entered 
the West Midlands South Tournament with an 
upbeat attitude. Their pool was a difficult one 
with them having to play mostly 'A' teams. They 
finished fifth in their pool. 

Despite the number of losses the girls did 
improve and this can be seen against 
Stourbridge. When they first played them they 
lost 36-6 and although the time is slightly 
shorter in a tournament, the second time round 
they only lost 7-1! For those of you departing, 
have a fantastic time and see you at the Old 
Girls! For the rest, let's look forward to a new 
season! 

Captain: Lorna 0 Neill 

Vice Captain: Charlotte Eburne 

Team: Alex Fitzpatrick, Elizabeth Ward, Lorna 0 
Neill, Charlotte Eburne, Katie Butlin, Sophie 
Morris, Nicky Hudders, Stephanie Block, Lauren 
Pulsford, Frankie Rhodes, Nicky Reid. 

Miss C Townsend and Miss V J Gill 

U14 
The U14 girls' netball squad began the season 
with a win over St Peter's, a positive start. With 
the Solihull Tournament so close to the 
beginning of our season we were outplayed 
tactically and mentally, finishing last in our 
group. However, with some changes in positions 
and training getting into full flow the girls beat 
AGS 8-4 and Grace Academy 13-8. Bablake and 
King Henry VIII were the next oppositions, both 
schools fielding National players. The girls 
fought well, only being defeated 19-8 against 
Bablake and 35-1 against King Henry's. 
Unfortunately due to the good old English 
weather the next three matches had to be 
called off by the opposition. 

Emily Hughes was selected to attend the 
Solihull Satellite Netball Academy and her play 
has improved progressively. Well done! 

P6 W3 DO L3. 

Captain: Alice McElholm 

Team: Tina Gough, Alice McElholm, Ashley 
Fraser, Georgia Tarn, Katie Clarke, Nicky 
Vundum, Helen-Cara Younan, Emily Hughes 

Miss C Townsend and Miss V J Gill 

U13 
The U13 laid some important core ground skills 
last season and therefore reaped the rewards. 
The A team finished fourth in the highly 
competitive Solihull 'A' Netball League - a 
satisfying achievement. At the U13 Solihull 
Borough Netball Tournament they beat Lyndon, 
Grace Academy, CTC and Lighthall, and only 
narrowly lost to Tudor Grange 3-2 and Heart of 
England 4-3 after having two players sent off! 
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Despite this, the girls fielded well and came out 

with a 5-3 win over Tudor Grange. From there it 

was on to St Martin's with the team looking for 

revenge for last year's tournament final defeat. 

A brilliant match, with both teams batting and 

fielding well saw us just in the losing side, a 17 

— 16 1/2 defeat! A friendly against Arden saw 

another victory, before narrow away losses to 

RGS Worcester and Bromsgrove. 

The team started to gel and with B team 

fixtures offering more girls the chance to play, 

selection for the end of season tournament was 

tough. The team went to the tournament full of 

confidence, determined to go one step further 

than last year. The first match saw some 

excellent batting, with the girls running out 1-

6 winners over Alderbrook. Lode Heath were 

next and good batting, followed by steady 

fielding resulted in a 6 1/2 - 3 1/2 win. With no 

break between games, an improving ArchBishop 

Grimshaw followed. The team maintained the 

quality of the fielding, to win 7-5. Batting first 

against Langley, the girls continued their scoring 

streak. Fielding errors made things tense, but 

the final score was a 10 1/2 - 7 win in our favour. 

Our last pool game was against Tudor Grange. 

The girls went into this knowing that a win 

would mean we progressed as group winners. 

Again batting first, we took our chances well 

and began placing the ball. The fielding was 

excellent and a 7 — 2 1/2 win made us group 

winners. 

Arden would be our opponent in the semi-final. 

It was a tense match, but we batted well and 

took our chances.A few fielding errors made the 

game close, but we held on to win 7 — 6 1/2.We 

were in the final! A shock result in the other 

semi saw Lode Heath beat St Martin's. Despite 

having beaten Lode Heath in the pool, we knew 

that the final would be a different story. We 

fielded brilliantly to restrict them to just three 

rounders, before it was our turn to bat. Their 

fielding had improved and it took until our last 

batter for us to overtake their score and end up 

as Solihull Champions and tournament winners 

— with a big trophy and a medal each.Well done 

to all the girls for their hard work, enthusiasm 

and efforts this term. 

P13 W 10 L3 

Captain: Emily Hodge 

Team: Emily Hodge, Maria Barnes, 

Lizzie Sutton, Julie Whiting, Becky Jacks, Maria 

Wild, Sanika Karandikar, Georgia Cherry, 

Sally Farrant 

Miss 	Gill 

U12 
The U12 Rounders team, involving a large 

number of girls in both A and B fixtures, have 

had a good first season, playing some very 

competitive matches and improving their basic 

skills as the term has gone on. 

The first game against Tudor Grange proved a 

tough starting match, which resulted in a 4-2 

loss. We then moved on to St Martin's where 

our batting proved decisive and we finished as 7 

— 4 1/2 winners. In a high scoring game against 

Arden, the team were introduced to some new 

rules and the competitive nature of Rounders. 

Despite some good batting, we lost 11 1/2  - 6 1/2. 

2 fixtures against Bromsgrove resulted in a loss 

for the A team and a win for the B team, whilst 

we narrowly lost 2 home matches against King's 

High Warwick. King Edward's Five Ways were the 

last friendly of the term, and unfortunately their 

batting was too strong as they went on to win 

by 2. 

The day of the Solihull Borough Tournament 

arrived, with the girls knowing that they needed 

to be at their best. The first game drew us 

against Arden. Batting first, we hit some good 

shots and forced them into fielding mistakes. 

Our fielding was much improved but some 

errors allowed them extra scores — the game 

finished tied 4 1/2 to 4 1/2, with Arden having the 

most players out. We moved onto Smith's 

Wood, where we fielded and batted excellently 

to win 4 1/2 to 1. The next game against St 

Peter's proved to be crucial. Their fielding was 

very strong and they restricted us to just 1 

rounder. Despite a good effort, we were unable 

to stop them scoring, and lost 3 — 1. Our last 

match against Light Hall was a must-win game. 

And after 2 excellent catches by Kirsty 

O'Donnell, we held on to win 2-1. The group 

was tied on points and unfortunately we missed 

out on the semi-finals on number of rounders 

scored — the difference was just 1 rounder! 

However, the team showed that they can play 

with style when they put their minds to it and 

they are determined to go for medals next year! 

Well done to all the girls who have played this 

year for their hard work, enthusiasm and efforts! 

P12 W4 D1 L7 

Captain: Nicole Angelides 

Tournament Team: Nicole Angelides, Charlotte 

Smith, Sam Deakin, Amy Middleton, 

Maddi Lavery, Hannah Butler, Theresa Morgan, 

Brogan Kelly, Jessica Taylor, Elizabeth Ready, 

Kirsty O'Donnell, Katie Singleton 

Miss VJ Gill 

Senior Girls 
Athletics 
The Seniors did well to get a team out so early 

on in the season, with Alicia Crockford leading 

them. We competed at Bromsgrove against 

Malvern College, Worcester, Bromsgrove and 

Radcliff College.With Kerry Best and Nicola Reid 

hurdling to victory and Kerry Best scoring 

maximum points we were off to a great start. 

This success continued with Lucy Blackman and 

Alex Lawrie's exceptional sprinting. Alicia 

Crockford and Hannah Rhodes completed the 

800m with effort and commitment and went 

straight onto the long jump to gain more 

valuable points. Charlie Buckle, Alex Lawrie, 

Alicia Crockford and Hannah Rhodes fulfilled 

the throwing events and Georgina Rhodes gave 

high jump a go gaining some extra points. The 

team finished fifth overall, a pleasing first result. 

The second fixture was at Nunnery Wood, with 

some Fourth Form additions, Katy Clarke and 

Ashley Fraser. We finished fourth. Well done 

Ladies! 

Miss C Townsend 

Girls' Athletics 
U14 
This season has seen a steady improvement in 

the performance of the U14 team culminating 

in them finishing fourth in the Borough 

Championships. They have had a year full of 

injury and the majority of competitions are for 

year 9 and 10 combined so the U14s must be 

congratulated on achieving fourth place. There 

were some excellent achievements, with Ashley 

Fraser mastering the 1500m and discus. Katie 

Clarke has proved to be an all rounder, stepping 

into events at the last minute when injury has 

occurred. Personal congratulations must go to 

Emily Hughes who was selected to represent 

Warwickshire. Thank you and well done! The 

girls have given up numerous evenings to 

compete and I feel next year will be the season 

for them. 

Miss C Townsend 

U12 and U13 
The U12 and U13s have done exceptionally well 
this year. They show potential individually and 
as a team. The first two athletics competitions 
were hosted at home, the first v Bablake, Tudor 
Grange and the Junior School, the second v 

RGSAO, Arden, St Martin's and Junior School. It 
was the perfect start to the season, allowing the 
girls to try numerous events and have a feel for 

competition. We finished second and third 
respectively. 

The next meet was in Droitwich and, with all 
the girls competing at U15 level, they did very 
well to finish third. Vicky Beech and Theresa 
Morgan showed great determination and both 
achieved personal bests. The Sainsbury's Cup 
was looming. With the girls in events to 
maximise points, they performed very well 
achieving 70 points more than last year and 
finished third overall. This meant they would go 
through to the next round of the championship, 
a first for Solihull School Girls' Athletics. 

jenna Ismail and Zoe Harding were showing 
success in the hurdles, getting the competitions 
off to a good start. The sprinters also triumphed, 
with Vicky Beech and Lucy Rosier leading, 
closely supported by Jess Taylor and Katie 
Singleton. In the 800m Emily Hodge again 

performed well, while the competitiveness of 
Sanika Karandikar, Julie Whiting and Georgia 
Cherry made for some close competitions. 

Elizabeth Humphreys and Maria Barnes stepped 
in at last minute to gain extra points in the 
Triple Jump. Sam Deakin, Nancy Foote, Katie 

Singleton reached new heights in the high jump. 
In discus, Grace Keeling must be congratulated 
on being selected to compete at the West 
Midland Championships throwing 19 metres, an 
excellent personal achievement. Elizabeth 
Humphreys and Sally Farrant added to the 
overall team's success, proving to be very 
versatile, and slotting in where needed. 

The Solihull Borough Championships went quite 

successfully with Jenna Ismail, Zoe Harding, Jess 
Taylor, Emily Hughes, Becky Jacks, Nicole 
Angelides, Grace Keeling, Sanika Karandikar, 

Vicky Beech, Brogan Kelly and the relay team 
(Lucy Rosier, Katie Singleton, Jess Taylor and 
Sam Deakin) all making their way through their 

heats and into the finals. We came a 
respectable seventh overall. 

Well done to all the athletes who have yet again 
excelled. Thank you to the parents for their 

valuable support. I have no doubt next season 
will be even more successful. 

Miss C Townsend 

Boys' Tennis 
Once more we have enjoyed a successful 

iseis

lu  enasnoncfobr . all teams and tennis has also been 
offered to players of all standards at the weekly 
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U18 
The main thrust of our season is the Glanvill 
Cup, in which we defeated Princethorpe College 
and Campion School from Northampton before 
going out in a close encounter to 
Wolverhampton Grammar School. This was a 
pleasing performance considering that we have 
lost our top two players to tennis academies in 
the last two years. We were able to play young 
players, namely Daniel Younan and Jamie Malik, 
who were not out of their depth and they 
managed to gain valuable experience against 
older opposition.The other team members were 
Oliver Parry (capt), Christopher Silman and 
Gregory Kirby. 

Unfortunately we lost our annual friendly 
match against local rivals Warwick, but it was a 
pleasant encounter played in the right spirit and 
in bright sunshine. 

Four players represented us in the Youll Cup, the 
U18 boys' event played at Eton College. They 
were hoping for a good run in the plate 
competition, but they exceeded expectations, 
getting through two rounds of the main draw, 
defeating Hymers College Hull and Plymouth 
School before losing to John Lyon. The team 
was: Oliver Parry, Christopher Silman, Thomas 
Aitchison and Thomas Shiels. 

U15 
This year the U15 performances have been a 
slight surprise to me, as it is several years since 

they won every match against local schools. In 
doing so they have become Solihull Area 
champions and next term they will represent 
the Borough in the West Midlands Area 
competition. Our only loss was to the visiting 
Bradford Grammar School, who had too much 
strength for us. Congratulations go to Matthew 
Routledge, Phillip Todd, Alexander Barnes and 
Ashwin Parthasarathy. 

U13 
Again we have a strong squad at this age group 
and they won all their matches 6-0 against local 
opposition. Like the U15s they have become 
Solihull Area champions and next term they will 
represent the Borough in the West Midlands 
Area competition. I look forward to seeing how 
far they can progress next term in the national 
competition. Daniel Younan was also the 
winner of the Solihull Area Tennis U13s singles 
competition. Congratulations go to all the 
squad members: Daniel Younan, Jamie Malik, 
James Taylor, Oliver Griffin, William Baines and 
Matthew Orme. 

In conclusion I would like to thank two players 
who are about to leave the School and who 
have played successfully for the School teams 
for several years, namely Oliver Parry and 
Christopher Silman. They go with every best 
wish for the future. 

Mr1 McGowan 

Girls' Tennis 
British Schools' Tennis 
Competition 
The U13 Tennis team entered the Solihull 
Section of the British Schools' Tennis 
Competition. The competition provided us with 
five fixtures against local sides, where each 
player had to play a singles and doubles match. 
The first match against Heart of England almost 
felt victim to the weather but the astro courts 
allowed us to go ahead. The game couldn't have 
been closer and saw us draw 3 sets all. We 
followed this with a 5 sets to 1 victory away at 
Tudor Grange. The fixture against St Martin's 
was re-arranged so there were no further 
matches until after half term. 

A tough game against Arden followed, but the 
team played some excellent tennis to finish as 4 
sets to 2 winners. The last two matches were 
played in a very busy week, when athletics and 
Snowdonia School restricted availability. Against 
Alderbrook (in the rain!) the girls battled well 
but lost 6 sets to 1.This was followed a day later 
by a battle against St Martin's. In really difficult 
conditions some good tennis was played, but we 
were beaten 4 sets to 2. Well done to all the 
girls who have played this year and the efforts 
you have put in! 

Team: Maria Barnes, Emily Hodge, Sally Farrant, 
Nicky Cronin, Julie Whiting, Lydia Jones, 
Emma O'Sullivan 

Miss VJ Gill 
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school. They also beat some of the boys - 

double bonus! 

The second, most important fixture was a relay 

ccmpetition against Bromsgrove School. All 

•N es competed in this. A special mention goes 

tc Nicola Vundum, Amy Middleton and Frankie 

Levey who all swam up an age group, helping 

the Sixth Form achieve excellent results. 

On behalf of the team, I would like to thank Mr 
Thompson and Miss Townsend for organising 
these events. 

Alicia Crockford 

Cross Country 
Over the course of our season we have 

competed in a total of 18 races against schools 

from as far away as Newcastle-on-Tyne, 

Ipswich, Sedbergh in Cumbria and St Paul's from 

London. Our best performance until the very 

last fixture came at Worcester in the Royal 

Grammar School's Spring Relay when we 

equalled the school's best performance by 

finishing fourth. More locally we finished fourth, 

again just off the podium, in the Greater 

Birmingham League. 

This success was very much built upon excellent 

home form as, in our five rounds of league 

fixtures at Copt Heath, we remained 

undefeated. Away, our single success came at 

Warwick, never a bad place to win and 

particularly satisfying as it knocked our hosts off 

top spot in the league. Elsewhere performances 

were respectable apart at Old Swinford 

Hospital, which we will quickly pass over. 

However, in larger races with fields of eighty to 

a hundred runners we were generally not so 

dominating. It was hard to pinpoint why; 

perhaps the presence of a number of rookies in 

the team meant that we were generally more 

tentative on the supposed 'bigger' occasion. 

Whatever, a good third place in February's mass 

Sutton Park race represented progress and 

March's end of the season came with a real 
flourish. 

After the encouraging result at Worcester and 

an arduous outing at Oundle, we came to the 

season's finale, The Greater Birmingham Relay, 

held this year in Sutton Park. With a couple of 

fine adjustments to the running order, the 

team's penchant for sustained pace brought 

about an excellent victory relegating the 

previously all conquering Adam's Grammar 

School from Shropshire to second place. After 

some seasons of consistent, competent running, 

it was particularly sweet to place our sweaty 

hands on a trophy! 

Individually two runners have dominated the 

season. However, the first two that must be 

mentioned are John Harris and Angus Phillips 

who both skippered the side for a term apiece. 

Both displayed their customary zeal and led 

from the front figuratively if not always literally. 

The other veteran, Drew Masters, had an 

excellent season defying the years despite the 

occasional fragile limb. Peter Williams showed 

considerable promise for next year, knees 

permitting (this is beginning to sound more like 

a medical bulletin than a games report!) and 

Alicia Crockford trained regularly despite 

limited race opportunities. 

However, the real bonus this year was the 

encouraging number of Upper Fifth who joined. 

Chris Ward and Jonathan Watts both made 

considerable progress; Freddie Mallalieu showed 

real enthusiasm and determination; James 

Cronin was a star discovery after Christmas, 

having a competitive edge and genuine talent; 

Alex Weaver too, though not so keen on 

training, certainly raced well; Chris Williamson 

was a reluctant hero; but, the pick of the bunch 

was Jonathan Simpkins who rapidly became the 

leading runner in the Christmas term and 

thoroughly earned his award of Full Colours.We 

all hope that he makes a speedy recovery from 

the serious injury he suffered whilst playing 

basketball. In the Easter Term, the other 

outstanding runner of the season, Adam Harkin, 

reclaimed his crown. He won The Bushell Run, 

broke John Whitehouse's school record for the 

match course and in terrible conditions at 

Oundle School finished an excellent fifth in the 

Midland and Northern Schools Championship. 

Congratulations and thanks to all the team and 

good luck to next year's squad and their 

captain, Adam Harkin. 

Mr P T Holt 

Clay Pigeon 
Shooting 
Clay Pigeon Shooting started for me in 

September as an Enrichment circus option, 

meaning shooting for three weeks and then 

swapping to another circus option. After these 

first three weeks, most students realised it was 

a desirable permanent choice. These students 

committed every Friday to shooting; both 

novices and some experienced shooters formed 

a great passion and a willingness to perfect a 
hard skill, which needs physical and mental 

strength. It was worrying to see how a 

dangerous weapon could be used so well. Clays 

were obliterated, with scores of 23/25 achieved 

by both experienced and novice shooters. 

Everyone was tested mentally and confidence 

was the key, with great rivalries and banter 

forming between individuals. The camaraderie 

was ever present, the greatest example being 

the Heart of England shooting competition, 

where extreme weather conditions reduced 

confident individuals into drenched shivering 

wrecks. The team regrouped and achieved 

success, the B-Team winning the trophy for the 

best B-Team in the Heart of England. There was 

also individual success in the form of Jon Wilkes 

who received a prize for the top gun, and Paul 

and Ben Wiseman won the 'Parent and Child' 

competition. 

By January, whispers of success had spread 

throughout the Sixth Form and there were more 

students wanting to join the Blue minibus, 

which deserves a mention. This bus could only 

hold a set number of places, the cream of the 
crop and some enthusiastic new faces. 

Late May provided another opportunity to 

showcase the teams' talents against the best in 

the country. All the best shooting schools were 

present and prospective Olympians were seen 

dusting the clay away from their peaked caps. 

Going into the competition as underdogs 

allowed the teams to relax. After five hours of 

shooting on a tough course in Doveridge, the 

Solihull A team came sixth and the Solihull B 

team came a respectful eighth, with a total of 

39 teams entering. Congratulations must go to 

the Wisemans for coming fifth out of 33 in the 

'Parent and Child' group and to Jon Wilkes for 

gaining the twelfth highest score out of 254 

shooters. 

Thank-you to Mrs Wild, Mr Wiseman and Mr 

Stocks. 

Adam Khimji 

Fencing 
This skilful discipline continues to grow at 

Solihull School under the watchful and expert 

eye of Raph Aldis. A school team is not far down 

the production line, with endless hours of 

practice under the belt. All students are thriving 

on the combat aspect and are developing 

technically at the same time. 

Theo Wasserberg is leading from the front and 

must be congratulated on his bronze medal at 

the County Tournament in the Sabre category. 

He is closely followed by Francesca Fisher. 

The future is bright for fencing at the school and 

it will not be long now before a full fixture list 

will be in place. Well done to all students who 

are taking part and a special thank you to Raph 

Aldis for his hours of commitment. 

Mr S Thompson 
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Badminton 
This year we have played 86 games in 17 

matches with ten teams. We have won 50 

games and 10 matches. Due to enthusiasm of 

our younger players, and the coaching from 

Steve Kiernan, we have fielded 2 teams in Years 

7, 8 and 9 plus two girls teams and a Year 10 

and Sixth Form team. 

The boys and girls have played against schools 

(Langley, Small Heath, Camp Hill and Malvern) 

and Clubs (Activ Sports St Peters and Activ 

Sports Tudor Grange) as well as playing in 

tournaments (restricted and open). 

In November we had twenty Year7/8 teams 

competing in our own tournament at Solihull 

School which resulted in a victory for Oliver 

Haley, James Taylor, Nick Hooper and Alex Dixon 

(Year 7) and the Year 8 girls team; Emily Hodge, 

Maria Barnes, Katie Cogley and Sally Farrant. 

Kingsley won the Year 7 girls section and Arden 

School won the Year 8 boys section. 

Solihull students participated in three 

Warwickshire Schools' Badminton Tournaments 

in Coventry in November 2007, May and June 

2008. Ed Johnson (LV) won two gold medals 

partnering Greg Langley (IV) in the U15 age 

group and Tom Wintle (LV) in the under 17's. 

Other medalists were Rohit Raiky and Cameron 

Davies who obtained silver while Jacob Seickell 

and Robert Gnyla claimed Bronze in the under 

13's. Maria Barnes and Emily Hodge also picked 

up bronze in the under 15 girls section. 

In March Sam Montierri and Tom Griesbach 

were noticed as potential county players and 

invited to join Ed, Greg, Rohit and Cameron in 

the Warwickshire Development Squad (U17, 

U15, and U13). Cameron Davis commented 'We 

have been training weekly since December and 

as I have only been playing badminton since 

Year 7 it was a great achievement to be 

considered for County. I want to get into the 

County B team for U13! I have benefited greatly 

by having Steve coach us at school and by 

attending the Monday training sessions run by 

Mrs Trimm.' 

In June, Warwick School held an open 

tournament in which Ben Perrins and Campbell 

Binning participated. They came away with 

silver in the U14 section. A few players deserve 

a special mention. 

Tom Griesbach, an up and coming talent, won 

the end of year School tournament beating 

opponents who were much older than him. I am 

hoping he will captain the Shell team next year. 

Greg Langley has made excellent progress over 

the last 3 years and has played in many regional 

and national tournaments. He won bronze in 

the U15 singles Warwickshire tournament in 

October, gold in the U15 doubles with Ed in 

November and silver in the U15 doubles Solihull 

Badminton tournament partnering Andy 

Pursley. 

Ed Johnson has also made great progress and 

has played in both the Year 10 team and for the 

Sixth form. He participated in The Badminton 

England Tournament at Warwick, Woking and 

Wigan and narrowly missed (by one point) to 

reach the doubles final in Wigan. He also took 

part in the Solihull Open Men's Singles 

Tournament in April. He is keen to be selected 

for the U16 County team and is awaiting the 

results of the recent trials. 

Martin Bullard has been in the U15 County 

team this year and will play in the U17 County 

squad next year. He won the Badminton 

England Doubles tournament with Tom Hogan 

from Arden for his age group and has played 

matches against Buckinghamshire and 

Yorkshire. Recently he obtained silver in the U16 

doubles at the Yorkshire County tournament 

and silver in the U17 doubles Warwickshire 

county internal tournament. He is trained by 

Steve Butler (Ex England player) and also plays 

in the 2nd County Men's League. 

Qiao Sun has played for the school for the last 

seven years. He received his full School Colours 

last year and has been playing for the county for 

the last four years. He is now in the County 

Men's League. He has been an inspiration for 

our younger players and I am sure others will 

follow in his footsteps. He and others from the 

Sixth Form team are about to move onto 

university; I would like to wish the best to Qiao 

Sun, Michael Wong, Matt Derry, Nick Pearce, 

and James Timperley, plus all the Sixth Form 

girls that came to play. 

Badminton will continue next year with our 

Coach, Steve Kiernan on Tuesdays after school, 

and we will continue to train on Mondays, 

Wednesdays and Fridays, during lunchtime. 

Special thanks go to Mrs Trimm and Mr Atkinson 

for all their help and to Steve for his coaching. 

Mrs J S Brown 

Swimming 
Boys 
The boys swimming season has been one of 

mixed fortunes, dominating the local scene but 

struggling to compete outside of the County. 

Nevertheless, after endless hours of training 

every Wednesday morning at 7.00am the level 

of commitment cannot be questioned. 

Jonathon Vundum again excelled for the Seniors 

and, as Captain was an example to all, opening 

the season with a personal best time in the 

Individual Medley at Warwick School. Other 

noticeable performances in this closely fought 

fixture were those of John Coleman in the 

freestyle and Alex Gynla in the Junior butterfly. 

The trip to Nottingham was an experience for 

all. The boys certainly did not lie down without 

a fight but in the end Nottingham proved just 

too strong. They remain undefeated for four 

years. 

However, the Borough Championships were the 

opportunity for us to prove our metal locally. 

The Juniors and Seniors both claimed silverware. 

Again, Vundum swam strongly, well supported 

in the Seniors by Read and Ellison. The Juniors 

showed the future is bright with Wassell, Taylor 

and Pritchard earning their spurs. In the U 15's 

Middleton powered down the pool, ably backed 

up by Davis and Bradley. The season came to an 

end at Bromsgrove, where the boys certainly 

put up an excellent fight. 

I would like to personally thank all of the boys 

who swam, for their commitment to the cause 

and, of course to Jonathon Vundum, Captain of 

swimming. Thank-you to Miss Townsend for 

arranging the fixtures and leading the training 

sessions. 

Mr S Thompson 

Girls 
In the opening fixture of the season against 

Warwick School, we competed in all age groups, 

both boys and girls. The boys were particularly 

successful. Our next fixture was against St 

Martins School; this was for the lower and 

middle school girls and all age groups swam well 

with excellent individual swims from Alex Levey 

and Amy Middleton. Overall, Solihull School 

came first. 

At the Solihull Borough Trials at Tudor Grange, 

both girls and boys did exceptionally well, with 

individual awards going to Amy Middleton, 

Lyndzee Moss and Elizabeth Humphries. 

During April, both Junior and Senior swimmers 

took part in two important fixtures. The first 

was against Nottingham High School, 

undefeated for eight years. Not only this, the 

girls competed against the boys. Alicia 

Crockford, Hannah Rhodes, Anna Assinder and 

Frankie Levey swam both individual and relay 

events achieving maximum points for the 
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The 9th Annual 5000m Challenge Race, July 2008 
Results and Records 

This year, 95 runners took part, from UVI to Junior School pupils; and Staff - 

where, for the first time, the women outnumbered the men! 

1st The Donovan Shield Adam Harkin 
	

LVI 
	

18m 36s 

2nd Dan Super 
	

LVI 
	

18m 46s 

3rd Mr Tony Haden 
	

Staff 
	

18m 53s 

Other Notable Performances: 

Best VI Form Girl 56th 

Best UV 	 6th 

Best LV 	 4th 

Best IV Boy 	7th 

Best Junior Boy 	9th 

Best Junior Girl 	48th 

Best Staff - Women 14th 

Best Staff - Men 33rd 

Alicia Crockford 

Phil Harrison 

Stuart Bradley 

Dominic Coghlan 

Ryan Inman 

Charlotte Harland 

Miss Vicki Gill 

Mr Martin Covill 

RECORDS: 

JS Boys 

JS Girls 

III Boys 

III Girls 

Shell Boys 

IV Boys 

LV Boys 

UV Boys 

VI Boys 

VI Girls 

Staff - Men 

Staff - Women 

Guests: 

Australia 

France 

Ryan Inman 
	

2008 

Charlotte Harland 
	

2008 

Tom Wintle 
	

2005 

Ashley Frazer 
	

2006 

Rupert Derham 
	

2001 

Alex Lambert 
	

2002 

Alex Lambert 
	

2003 

Neil Donovan 
	

2000 

John Whitehouse 
	

2006 

Heather Williams 
	

2005 

Mr Tony Haden 
	

2003 

Miss Vicki Gill 
	

2008 

- Men Julian Marshall 	2004 

- Women Charlotte Jones 2003 

Richard Everest (U18) 	2006 

Clement Labouche (U17) 2008 

20m 37s 

23m 06s 

20m 34s 

26m 47s 

20m 54s 

18m 55s 

17m 48s 

16m 14s 

17m 14s 

23m 36s 

18m 24s 

21m 15s 

19m 49s 

23m 49s 

16m 55s 

23m 18s 

Former Pupils (18+) 

Former Pupils (18+) 

(LVI) 

New JS Record 

New JS-Girls Record 

24m 05s 

20m 07s 

19m 29s 

20m lOs 

20m 37s 

23m 06s 

New Staff-Women Record 21m 15s 

A Personal Best! 	 22m 28s 

Shenstonian  • 
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The way the group pulled together and rallied 

around to help each other on this occasion 

made me feel very proud. It is what this sort of 

expedition is all about and you hope that they 

will endeavour to meet any challenge. I felt that 

night the group did not have a weak link and 

that the volcano would be concord. Our training 

in Snowdonia at the school cottage never 

prepared us for this, as the terrain and 

conditions were so harsh. 

A well-earned rest day was needed after two 

days at the lake but the accent was soon upon 

the group. This was one of the longest accents 

and descents I have ever undertake and what 

made it worse was the fact you could see the 

top all the way up. I will leave it to Tom 

Hendrickse to explain the day. 

out to collect snow to put on the engine. 

Once we arrived, we all got off the bus, prepared 
our kit and got ready for the climb. We set off 
with one of the guides, Merario, setting the pace 
and Benado bringing up the rear. At first the 
climb was easy as we were going up a very 
shallow gradient but as we went on, the climb 
got steeper and steeper. I began to struggle and, 
eventually, I had to turn back and return to the 
bus. Mercario led me down to a safe path then 
returned to the rest of the group. I didn't make it 
to the top so Bojan Cvigan will explain the rest of 
the climb. 

Sorry to see Tom leave, the group carried on 
resolute to reach the summit. However, it was 
not easy to accomplish this goal. The gradient of 
the path increased gradually and it was mainly 
comprised of unstable scree with intermittent 
bands of loose rock. The constant gain in altitude 
placed increasing strain on us, some people 
beginning to suffer from headaches and 
exhaustion. Unfortunately, at 5800m, Jack 
Halsey felt that he was unable to continue. 
Slightly demoralised by our second casualty of 
the day and the sight of the never diminishing 
false peak before us we fought on. The last 300m 
were a real struggle, many people having to 
compete with breathlessness and fatigue. In the 
end, reaching the summit made all of these 
hardships worthwhile. We screamed ourselves 
hoarse with joy and pride in our achievement, 
hearty congratulations going around the group. 

Once we regained ourselves, we took 
photographs to remember the moment and then 
began our descent. This proved no less difficult 
than the climb, the risk of serious injury always 
present, particularly with our lapsing 
concentration. Fortunately, the descent proved 
largely uneventful, the entire group reaching the 

base of the Volcano safely. We climbed on the 
bus to awaken a disappointed Tom Hendrickse. 
The bus journey back was uneventful; once we 
arrived at the refuge we met up with the other 
group and it was time to celebrate; the climbing 
of Licancabur and also Jack Halsey's 18th 
birthday. We sat down for dinner and everyone 
enjoyed an escudo while Jack's makeshift cake of 
two chocolate bars was bought in with an 18 
candle on top. After the celebrations, everyone 
proceeded to bed where surprisingly even though 
everyone was knackered, banter was flying which 
continued long into the night. 

A day I will not forget. It had taken 7 hours to 

reach the summit and then 7 hours to get down 

again. I enjoyed every aspect of the expedition 

and returned with some great moments. I wish 

to thank all the students who went with Mark 

Worrall and myself as they made this trip such 

a success and reminded me why we do this. I do 

hope to meet members of the team in the 

future while travelling the world. 

Martyn Garner 

Tuesday 31st - Tom Hendrickse 

This is the day, the day we've all been waiting for. 
The climb to 5916m — to the top of Volcano 
Licancabur. The day began with the sound of 
alarm clocks at 03:00 in preparation for the 
climb. Those that could, got up, had some 
refreshing tea/coffee and yoghurt and got their 
bags onto the bus ready to leave at 04:00. At this 
point, five people in the group were missing in 
action, stuck in bed with sickness from the water 
or suffering from altitude, Ian Bousfield, Tom 
Morris, James Benge and James Goodwin 
remained in the refuge. Adam Mundy was staying 
in San Pedro as he was still suffering from his 
earlier illness; he joined us later on as he arrived 
with the other group. 

As we boarded the bus, the anticipation of 
reaching the top was going through everyone's 
minds. About ten minutes after we started, the 
bus stopped; the engine had overheated and to 
everyone's surprise the guides started to pour 
water over the engine to cool it down. This 
happened three times before we reached the 
base of Licancabur. In the end the guides went 

Travel - 
Chile Expedition 
It always surprises me how quickly the 18 

months passes from launching a trip to leaving. 

This year we chose a very different location 

than previous years. Normally we head towards 

Asia or South America to high mountains that 

have been heavily glaciated. Also it tends to be 

the rainy season when we are away. 

We headed to Northern Chile. White this 

country is regarded as the most developed in 

South America it does have vast areas that are 

remote and villages that still have a single stand 

pipe for water. Chile is 3000 miles long and 

about 120 miles wide. It also goes from sea level 

on its west coast to over 6000m in the Andes. 

This vast change in altitude over such a short 

distance causes some unique weather patterns. 

This is what interested us. We wanted to spend 

the majority of our four weeks in the Atacama 

Desert, the driest place on earth and at an 

altitude of 3500m. Early in the planning we 

hoped to try an epic trek from the top of a 

volcano over 6000m down to sea level at the 

Pacific Ocean; this would have been a distance 

of 120 miles. On paper it seemed possible but in 

reality the lack of drinkable water and terrain 

meant this was not to be. 

However, we did put together a good itinerary 

that pushed many of the group to their limits. 

Our ultimate goal became an accent of Vol 

Licancabur, a 6000m volcano. I wanted this to 

be possible for everyone on the trip so we spent 

much of our time getting used to living at 

altitude. Our base became the oasis town of 

San Pedro de Atacama. You would have thought 

camping in a place like this would be easy. But 

as soon as the sun set the temperature dropped 

down to —10°C.This made using gas stoves very 

difficult and also all our water supply froze. 

Anything left outside a tent overnight became 

hard and putting on boots was uncomfortable. 

Daytime went to the other extreme where we 

walked on dusty soft ground with little to no 

shelter in temperatures in the high twenties. 

Saying that, it was good to see only one cloud 

in four weeks. These challenges were the very 

reason we headed to this area. Here is an 

extract from a typical day in these early stages 

of the trip. 

Tuesday 24th — James Benge 
Although we had come up against difficulties in 
the past it was today that the group faced its 
toughest day so far. By the time we returned, the 
group was both physically and emotionally 
drained from a walk far tougher than most had 
expected. 

However, when we awoke at 7.00 we had no idea 
of our impending doom. After a breakfast of 
cereal and some speed packing we were ready 
before the bus arrived, a rare occurrence. And so, 
at 8.30, we set off for Laguna Miscanti with our 
heroic driver Edwardo. After an hour long 
cramped drive (particularly for those sitting on a 
wheel arch ), we arrived at the town of Eoenoa. 
Edwardo directed us to the beautiful church. 
However the church was soon empty as the group 
soon noticed a sweet shop; excitement turned to 
disappointment as the group realised Chilean 
chocolate is nothing like a Mars Bar. Our second 
stop taught us two important lessons, first that 
orange flavour crisps are even more disgusting 
than they sound and secondly that even the 
smallest Chilean village has excellent sporting 
facilities. 

At about 12:00, we arrived at Laguna Miscanti; to 
be stunned by the awesome sight of two vast 
lagoons surrounded by snow capped mountains. 
We were grateful to discover that the refuge was 
open and although it was a tight fit, all 18 of us 
squeezed into the four-room house with no 
running water. At 13:30, after yet another lunch 

of pate sandwiches we set off for a trek around 
Laguna Miscanti, which we expected to be a 
relaxing stroll. Discovering ice at the end of the 
road, few could resist the temptation to play 
around. We continued along the opposite side of 
the lake with the group gradually splitting up. 
However, when Chris stopped us after 1/3 of the 
route to warn those who were struggling to head 
back, no one followed his suggestion. We 
continued along the lake with temperatures as 
low as 1.7°C and a biting wind. 

As we progressed, the group began to get split up 
more and more. Soon Martyn had to stop those 
at the front to warn them that others in the group 
were suffering. But the group showed how strong 
its teamwork was by taking all of Adam's stuff 
when it became clear he was struggling with the 
altitude. Night began to fall and we still had not 
arrived back at the refuge. The group was 
struggling with altitude sickness and our pace 
was slow. So when we saw the refuge on a hillside 
we hurried up as quickly as our legs could 
carry us. 

Some members of the group were really 
struggling. Chris was feeling tired and when Dave 
Ellis got back to the refuge it was clear he was ill, 
suffering from hypothermia. So whilst the 
wounded rested on mattresses the rest of the 
group, in particular Jon Wilkes, put in a huge 
effort to make sure every group member had 
something to eat. Meanwhile, looking at the 
walls it became clear that the insides were filled 
with condensation, which would create a cold 
and miserable nights sleep for all. In order to 
keep Dave warm, members of the group huddled 
up to him to share body heat, leading to large 
amounts of innuendo. But soon the condition of 
those who were suffering improved and we were 
able to get to sleep, cramped up on mattresses 
and roll mats. 

This day required great teamwork. Thankfully, we 
showed this in abundance, turning what could 
have been a hellish night into a merely 
challenging one! 
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Chile Visit and 
Exchange to 
Wessex  School 
Fifth and Sixth formers from Solihull School 

enjoyed an incredible learning experience over 

Easter - on an adventure tour to Chile. Six 

geography and Spanish language students 

visited schools and traveled through stunning 

landscape as part of a pioneering exchange 

programme. The 17-day tour was centred on a 

return visit to Wessex School in Concepción. 

The return visit also took in the British School in 

Punta Arenas and Southern Oxford School in 

Villarrica where the pupils assisted with English 

lessons and were able to improve their Spanish. 

We were given a phenomenal welcome 

wherever we went and it was a delight to meet 

up with people from last year and others who 

acted as guides and hosted us. 

Traveling the length and breadth of Chile by 

road and air, the party also spent hours on foot 

exploring the country's wonderful physical 

geography. This included an eight-hour climbing 

tour of the Torres del Paine National Park to 

view three stunning granite plugs known as the 

Three Towers overlooking a turquoise lake. We 

also took a boat trip to the Balmaceda and 

Serrano glaciers, mountain-biked to the Ojos de 

Carbugua waterfalls and white-water rafted on 

the River Trancura. 

We enjoyed a soak in pools of different 

temperatures in the Temas Geometrica 

rainforest, toured a coalmine in Lota, and 

walked across lava fields from the eruption of 

Osorno Volcano. 

The two years of planning and gaining approvals 

that went into this trip were well worth it. 

Everyone came back enriched by their 

experience and I'm confident that this will lead 

to an ever-stronger relationship between 

Solihull School and schools in Chile. 

The party comprised Lower Sixth formers James 

Ralph, Nick Fisher and Devesh Parmar, Lower 

Fifth formers Chris Thomas, James Fletcher and 

Tim Phedon and teachers Mr. Ron Smith and 

Mrs. Julie Brown. 

Mrs. J S Brown and Lois Burley PR Ltd 

Having spent three weeks traveling around 

Chile, a country that previous to our visit we all 

knew so little about, I am now desperate to 

revisit. The vast country captured in my mind is 

one of the most beautiful and culturally diverse 

places I have been. I was made to feel so 

welcome in all of the places and schools we 

visited. The group of six of us got on so well over 

the time we were together and we all developed 

a strong relationship with Ron Smith our team 

leader and Mrs. Brown our fantastic tour 

organiser. I am sure I speak for us all when I say 

that it was truly the best school trips that I have 

ever been so lucky to be part of. I would do it all 

over again if I could! 

James Ralph 

Chile was an incredible and unforgettable 

experience. It opened my eyes to a different 

world, one that I certainly want to discover in 

more depth in the future. One of the many 

highlights of the trip was that I had the chance 

to practise my Spanish for a whole three weeks! 

I have realised that in order to extend your 

knowledge of vocabulary and grammar, you 

should actually go to the country where that 

particular language is spoken. Going to Chile 

has encouraged me to such a degree that I hope 

to visit Chile and work there for a year. 

The variety in our itinerary meant that we could 

see different areas of natural beauty, whether it 

be to the desert in the north, the coast on the 

west, the Andes mountains to the east and the 

area close to Antarctica situated in the south of 

the country. It also enabled us to see the 

different traditions and different kinds of 

people, in particular the prominent German 

population in areas such as Puerto Montt. The 

fact that we could experience so many different 

things could not have taken place without the 

help of Mrs. Brown, who put a great deal of time 

and effort to make this trip successful, and I feel 

proud to be amongst the first group to 

experience this kind of trip. 

Tim Phedon 

Wessex School 
visit to Solihull 
School 
This year Wessex only brought 36 boys and girls 

to visit us! We had 23 host families waiting to 

receive them and many more of the host 

students were girls since they are now in all year 

groups except LV and UV. 

Wessex arrived on Monday 19th May having 

been in the country about ten days. They had 

spent time in London and around the 

Dorset/Hampshire area of old Wessex (hence 

the name of their school). The programme this 

year was to have the students in lessons up until 

break and then to get them involved in 

activities (Art, Music, Drama and Games). After 

lunch the students were joined by host students 

and we went off to Stratford on Tuesday and 

Kenilworth Castle on Wednesday. The highlights 

here were rowing on the Avon and rolling down 

the grassy slopes in the castle. We had our 

annual Rounders and Football matches which 

led to a victory for Wessex in the footie (3.1) 

and probably to Solihull in the Rounders - I left 

Stephanie, one of our GAP students from 

Wessex School, to referee and she didn't quite 

get the scoring right! 

On Wednesday morning we attempted a joint 

effort for the assembly so James Ralph started 

the Solihull part of the assembly off only to 

discover that the computer system had 

collapsed; he was left to chat about the visit to 

Chile made by himself and five other students 

in Easter. He highlighted the value of the GAP 

exchange system (Stephanie and Rayén being 

our two Gappers from Wessex, Chile), and the 

annual visit of Wessex pupils to Solihull. Wessex 

students and their teacher sang, danced the 

Cueca and read us poetry from Chilean Nobel 

prizewinner Gabriel Mistral. We ended with two 

songs from a school rock group (Rob Ashby, 

James Adie and George Hersey), not quite Mr 

Griffith's cup of tea, but most of the students 
liked it! 

The Wessex visit is a regular occurrence, but for 

some of the host students it was a truly 

amazing experience. Leticia Salmon (J3) hosted 

Macarena and wrote: 

Life at home can be boring; an older brother and 

no sister. However, for a few days girl power 

reigned supreme at home. A new older sister 

aged 15 from Chile arrived in my home as part 

of the Solihull Chile exchange trip. 

We practised South American dancing, did our 

hair and make- up together and enjoyed playing 

games. She spoke really good English and I 

learnt some Spanish, which was fun because we 

now do Spanish in the Junior School. I enjoyed 

learning about Chile in the School assembly and 

playing Rounders with the Chilean girls. 

Mike Lucking (LV) has hosted a Wessex student 

for the last 2 years, this year 'Pepo' (Jose 
Antonio). 

My family and I took Pepo out for a meal, went 

bowling with him and cooked him a cake! I 

really enjoyed his company. We both like 

football and so we went to the park to have a 

kick around in the evenings. I am still in touch 

with him on MSN so I hope I may see him again 

in the future, this time in Chile! 

Gerry Gunning (Teacher) hosted Victor, the only 

male member of staff on the trip. 

We thoroughly enjoyed the few days together 

and found that educational methods and 

objectives were similar between our two 

schools. Music was his passion (he played guitar 

and sang in the assembly) so we took him to a 

Jazz club in Birmingham and gave him a sample 

of English ales! 

Mrs J S Brown 

GAP Students 
from Wessex 
School 
Hi, I'm Stephanie, I'm 18 years old and from 

ConcepciOn in Chile. I studied at the Wessex 

School until December 2007 and I shall be going 

to University in Concepción February 2009. I 

came to Solihull school as part of my Gap Year. 

In May 2006 a group of 40 students came to 

Solihull school for three days, as part of our 

month long tour of Britain and France. At the 

beginning we were a little scared especially 

because we were going to be hosted by boys! I 

stayed with a wonderful family and his son Joe 

Hone. During those three days in the school, we 

met a tot of people, students, teachers, but 

there was one person that I met in this time 

that made this GAP time possible: it was Mrs 

Julie Brown. That summer (2007) Joe Hone 

visited our school in as a GAP Student. The link 

had been established and I wanted to be part of 

it. I wanted to improve my English, be more 

independent and more mature before starting 

university and to visit more places in Europe, 

meet new people and friends, and to learn 

about the different cultures in England. 

I have also been working at Dorridge Junior and 

Infant School teaching Spanish to children and 

assisting the teachers. Mrs Fisher (Mum to 

Francesca and Nick in LVI) gave me the 

opportunity to experience this lovely school. On 

Thursday I have been visiting Round Oak Special 

School in Warwick. In Solihull school I have 

helped in Spanish lessons, in the Junior School, 

and with sports. I have found the Spanish 

Department so supportive and would like to 

thank Mr Gunning for all his guidance. 

Shenstonian 

This time between school and university has 
enabled me to also travel to other interesting 

cities like London, Oxford, Nottingham, 
Bournemouth and also Italy and Germany, 

Finally I want to say thanks to my family for 

giving me this wonderful opportunity and to 

Solihull School for accepting me. I have enjoyed 

making new friends and hope that they will visit 

Chile and me in the future. 

Stephanie Aedo 

My name is Rayén Pulgar and I'm 18 years old 

and I'm also from Concepci6n Chile. I always 

wanted to learn more about the English culture, 

and last year my ex school, The Wessex School, 

gave me the opportunity of travel to England to 

help with Spanish lessons in Solihull School. 

This has been a beautiful experience, because 

apart from helping in this school, I've given 

Spanish lesson and helped different teachers in 

Dorridge Junior School. Also I assisted in Round 

Oak School near Warwick (a special needs 

school for children from 10 to 18). I value this 

latter experience because the children gave so 

much and they impressed me with their 

enthusiasm. 

During these months I had also visited different 

places in England, and, as a Chelsea FC fan, I was 

really fortunate to go to a match in London.The 

other thing that I've loved during my time here 

is the opportunity to see live bands of groups 

that will never come to Chile (The Kooks, Jason 

Mraz, One Night Only). 

I want to thank the wonderful family I've been 

staying with. They gave me the opportunity to 

be part of their lives (Lyn, Karl, Ben, Georgina, 

Princess the dog, Pongo the cat, the fish and the 

guinea-pig). Ben Timms is just finishing off his 

UV year and will then move to a Sixth Form 

College to continue his studies. I wish him all 

the best and look forward to seeing him next 

year when he will be a Gap student at Wessex 

School for two months. I've missed my family 

and friends but I'm grateful for all their support. 

However, I've made new friends and would love 

to come back to continue my studies in 

Psychology at Warwick University. 

Rayén Pulgar 
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place to have your 16th Birthday? I'm sure 

Christopher Rootkin appreciated the playful 

humiliation of a Birthday Brownie. The walk 

back to the hotel gave us a chance to see Times 

Square at night, which was brighter than during 

the day. Tired after the days walking, we 

returned to the Travel Inn for some Zs. 

The early start on the second day commenced 

with a ride on the subway to the South Ferry, to 

the Statue of Liberty. Looking up through the 

middle of the statue and look out across the 

New York skyline was incredible. Next we took a 

shorter ferry ride to Ellis Island and the museum 

of immigration before returning back to land. 

Later, we strolled along Wall Street to Ground 

Zero, a breath taking experience. Some say, "It's 

just a building sight", yet the idea that there 

were buildings twice as big as the giants which 

remain, now reduced to a meagre building sight, 

was astonishing. In the midst of the visitors to 

Ground Zero, was a man who used to work in 

the towers, and saw the buildings collapse. It 

was strangely alien and moving. Even though all 

of us had seen films, documentaries and 

eyewitness accounts of the disaster, this man 

managed to make it more real than any of 

those. This was evident by the stunned silence 

and intent looks from the students as the man 

recalled, with superb rhythm, the 9/11 that had 

seemed so distant to the majority of us up to 

this point. To unwind, the teachers allowed the 

pupils an hour of free time in lower Manhattan, 

before we headed back to the hotel and dinner. 

The third day started with the walk towards the 

Empire State building with the confidence that 

the teachers could not possibly get lost this 

time, as the Empire State was visible towering 

over the city. When we were up at the top, it 

appeared as though no other skyscraper came 

even close, and the views were amazing. 

Departing from the Empire State, we moved to 

see Grand Central Station and the Chrysler 

Building before scattering in groups to go 

shopping on Fifth Avenue and Times Square. 

Following purchases of souvenirs, gifts and 

clothes we congregated back at the library to 

then walk back to the hotel to get changed and 

ready for the meal in China Town, at a seafood 

restaurant. A meal to remember for some, with 

delightful dishes such as squid, swordfish soup 
and mussels. 

The fourth and final day arrived too soon. A 

forty-block walk to the Metropolitan Museum 

of Art is further than it sounds. Inside, students 

were allowed to view the thousands of pieces of 

art at their own leisure. After two hours of being 

allowed to muse we met up to saunter through 

Central Park for some lunch. Following a game 

of American football and a bite to eat, the 

teachers gathered us once again to return to the 

hotel to pack and board the coach to JFK, where 

American airport security didn't dampen the 

spirits of the pupils looking forward to returning 

to England. Most pupils managed to sleep on 

the plane back, and arrived red-eyed at 

Heathrow for the final coach journey back to 

school. Pulling into the gates of the quiet 

school, greeted by parents, the only thing left 

was to deal with the jet lag. 

I would like to extend thanks to all the teachers 

who sacrificed their time to accompany the 

pupils on such a memorable trip. We all learnt a 

lot and History Department trips will certainly 

be popular after this trip. I'd like to finish with a 

statement made by the man at Ground Zero, of 

which is one of my most memorable moments, 

and to encourage those to do history at GCSE: 

"This is your history, don 't let it be a mystery" 

Michael Delaney 

Study Visit to 
Montpellier 
During February half term, 22 Lower Sixth 

students took up the opportunity of a study 

visit to Montpellier. It is a great opportunity to 

practise their language skills in advance of the 

AS level oral exams. Once again we arranged 

three hours of lessons every weekday morning 

with native speakers at a language school, based 

on the AS topics, and then gave the afternoons 

over to excursions and trips. 

This year we went to the beach together for a 

bracing game of football and, almost inevitably, 

to bury one of the girls in the sand! Later in the 

week we had a taster session of traditional 

sports including pétanque and tambourin. The 

rules for scoring pétanque are still a bit of a 

mystery and tambourin is like playing tennis 

with tambourines minus the bells! We also had 

a cheese and wine tasting event and went to 

the cinema and ice rink. 

The last event was a day trip to Sete and 

Pézenas, coastal towns nearby. Once again 

street and beach football featured rather 

heavily, but there was a cultural moment (given 

that spending money was tight by this stage), 

with some busking in three-part harmony 

beside the canal. Renditions of songs from Les 

Misérables went down particularly well and 

drew an eventful week to a close. 

The French Department has kept up the pace 

since February. The fourth Sixth Form Work 

Experience trip to Coutances, Normandy, sets 

out on June 27th.We are looking forward to the 

challenge! 
Mrs C E Checketts 

Chateau de la 
Baudonnière 
At February half term the third annual trip to 

Château de la Baudonnière in Normandy took 

place with 50 excited Third Form participants. 

This much hyped trip seemed a long time 

coming so all involved were eager to get going 

when our aptly named bus driver, Miles, arrived. 

The enthusiasm was hardly surprising; this trip 

offers, for most, the first opportunity to go 

abroad without their parents and to participate 

in a range of exhausting activities all in the 

medium of French...what more could you want 

for your holidays? 

Whilst this particular trip was rather more 

eventful than those in previous years, with 

several trips to hospital and the doctors' (not as 

a result of activities I hasten to add) all enjoyed 

the activities on offer. These included archery, 

bread making, initiative exercises, assault course 

and rock climbing. Additional evening activities 

of a campfire, treasure hunt, quiz night, talent 

competition and French fancy dress all 

contributed to an excellent week. A great deal 

of imagination was used by some in fashioning 

a costume, the very best being our two Marcel 

Marceau look-alikes, Alex Dixon and Charles 

Toher, who stayed in character all night! 

Mealtimes were also impromptu French lessons, 

with the animateurs insisting that pupils asked 

for extra food from the kitchen in French. The 

phrase 'Je voudrais encore du pain' must surely 

have been imprinted on everyone's brain by the 

end of the visit. Mealtimes also gave the less 

adventurous amongst the pupils the chance to 

try out some French food they would never 

have touched at home. Many were pleasantly 

surprised that they actually liked French cheese, 

although most were less enamoured with the 

French delicacy of snails! 

Despite a jam-packed week of activities, we still 

found time to visit the local market in Granville 

and practise our newly-learnt French on the 

unsuspecting locals, as well as make a pit stop 

at the world famous Mont St. Michel to buy a 

myriad of 'tasteful' souvenirs' and learn about 

the abbey. 

My grateful thanks to all the staff involved in 

this trip, as taking this number of pupils would 

not have been possible without them. Clearly 

they enjoyed it as much as the pupils, for some 

have signed up for next year already. I only wish 

I could go with them! 

Miss F E Holden 
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Exchange Visit 
to Wessex 
School, Chile, 
Summer 2007 
In July 2007 I set off to Chile, on my first 
journey alone. Chile occupies a very long and 
narrow coastal strip, wedged between the Andes 
and the Pacific Ocean, and encompasses four 
different climate zones. 

Through the creation of a link by Mrs Brown, I 
had received exchange pupils from the Wessex 
School, in Concepción, making the idea of the 
visit less daunting. Mrs Brown and Mrs Barrett 
had arranged various Chilean Culture evenings. 
When these experiences were combined with 
my own studies of the country for my Spanish 
AS level oral projects on Pinochet, I thought 
there was not much more to learn. However, I 
quickly realised that there is no substitute for 
exploring a country and its past first hand. 

The major hurdle I faced was the language 
barrier. From the outset of my trip I had to 
challenge myself linguistically: after delays at 
Heathrow, I was forced to run through Barajas 
Airport in Madrid, only to find that the check-in 
desk of my connection flight to Chile was shut. 
Along with other passengers from my initial 
flight I was told that we were to miss the flight. 
Unperturbed, I began conversing with the 
Spanish airport official, explained my 
predicament and was awarded a place upon my 
flight. However, A-level vocabulary didn't quite 
prepare me for my first words with a Chilean: 
'Your entire luggage has been left in Madrid!' My 
first encounters with the Chilean-Spanish 
dialect were testing but by the end of my time 
in Chile I could hold in-depth conversations. 

I soon became aware of the contrasts in the 
Chilean society. On my journey from the airport 
I was struck by the variation of lifestyles; people 
living in five star luxury hotels, alongside people 
in scrap metal shanty towns. I found this 
diversity upsetting. Meeting my host family, I 
was staggered to find that even a working class 
family had a live-in maid; it was possible to hire 
this help at around two pound per day, about 
the cost of a burger in local restaurants. The 
quantity of beggars in the major cities was 
staggering, as was the housing situation. During 
my time at Wessex School, I assisted with a 
charity campaign within the school where 
members of the Sixth Form gave up time to 
build houses for the local homeless, in 
preparation for next winter. 

I stayed with a host family, the Yafiez Hinijosa 
family, for the duration of my time in 
Concepción. It was difficult to adjust to the 
different family values, especially on days when 
I was tired or homesick. However this was all 
part of the challenge and enabled me to view 
the domestic life of a working class family 

which was poles apart from my own situation at 
home. The father was a fisherman who spent 
weeks away from the home, whilst the mother 
was a housewife. This highlighted the Pinochet 
cultural idea of a society where men are the 
providers, and women the caretakers of the 
home and children. I also saw the 'machismo' 
element of the Latin American society in the 
upbringing of the children; the son was given 
freedom, whilst the daughter was shielded and 
taught the essentials of home making. 

At Wessex School I was introduced to the head 
of English, Claudio Balboa, who was to be my 
mentor. My duties within the classroom 
included teaching by myself children up to the 
age of thirteen. I assisted senior pupils with 
their exam studies by improving oral work and 
listening skills. Even after six weeks at the 
school, I still couldn't shake the nervous feeling 
of being an impostor every time I entered the 
staff room; perhaps that will never leave me.The 
experience of working 'on the other side' gave 
me an enhanced view of my own education and 
more respect for the daily jobs that teachers 

carry out. 

I ventured beyond the classroom, to coach the 
senior rugby team. I began these coaching 
sessions alongside Senor Caseres, Head of 
Games and eventually I took the after-school 
training. I was also an integral member of 'The 
Old Saxons', a local club, formed of the old boys 
of the Wessex School. Playing every Saturday, 
and training twice a week, gave me opportunity 
to create friendships with men of similar age 
and interest. The team enjoyed an unbeaten 
period during my time and although the 
standard of Chilean rugby was not quite equal 
to local rugby in England, the level of enjoyment 
was no less diminished. I also had the once in a 
lifetime experience of having a rugby game 
stopped because a horse invaded the pitch: a 
bizarre and an honest reflection of the rural 
lifestyle in Concepción. Through friendships 
formed via rugby, I regularly partook in 
barbeques, parties and the local nightlife. These 
were fantastic chances to expand my Spanish 
skills. I remain in contact with many close 
friends from this period, whose friendship is a 
reminder that a language is not merely for the 
classroom. 

Finally, I did also travel around the country. My 
first destination was the mountains on the 
outskirts of Chillán, several hours away. I was 
able to snowboard for the first time and also 
take in the rugged scenery. Another journey I 
made was to Santiago, a particular favourite of 
mine because I found it comforting to be 
surrounded by the hustle and bustle of a major 
city. My other favourite places in Chile were the 
seaside cities of Valparaiso and Vifia del Mar.The 
hidden charm of Valparaiso, with its labyrinth of 
cobblestone alleyways, is undisputed, but even 
here the poverty is evident, with many beautiful 
buildings falling into disrepair. In contrast, Vina 
boasts tourist friendly attractions and stunning 
coastlines. 

The Chile trip was an unforgettable experience 
that dramatically changed me personally. My 
Spanish language skills have been greatly 
enhanced and this was a great chance to expose 
myself to the South American culture and 
consider things I usually take for granted. I also 

learnt to be self-reliant. The journey was a 
phenomenal success and one that will remain 
with me forever. 

Joe Hone 

New York, 
October 2007 
October half term saw 40 fourteen to sixteen 
year olds depart on a history trip to New York. 
For many this was their first time to the States, 
and also first time out of Europe. Led by Mr 
Affleck, and accompanied by Mr Reardon, Mr 
Reddington and Miss Guy, we took a coach to 
Heathrow airport for our British Airways flight - 
a merciless nine hours in the air. I'm sure many 
passengers and flight attendants dreaded the 
sight of 40 school children, however the boys 
did not let the school down, and the only 
challenge for the teachers was holding in their 
in-flight meals during the turbulence on the 
descent into Newark airport. Arriving at post-
thunderstorm Newark airport, the air was 
extremely hot and humid, yet the journey had 
tired us out and hotel beds were welcomed. 

The first day was the walking tour around 
Manhattan. Our knowledgeable tour guide 
explained, to the pupils' delight, all the sordid 
and magnificent details of the city, as well as 
being a dead ringer for Sir Alan Sugar! The tour 
included Times Square, where the famous 
"Coke" advert building never repeats the same 
advert, the Rockefeller Centre, Central Park and 
St Patrick's Cathedral where the statue of Atlas 
stands opposite the entrance. Next on the 
agenda that day was a little patriotism with the 
desperate search for a Pub in which we could 
watch the rugby world cup final. Despite the 
down-heartening loss, the fact that we were in 
New York quickly occupied our minds once 
again and dressed in our best we dined at 
"Planet Hollywood". This was full of film 
memorabilia such as the boxing gloves of 
Sylvester Stallone from the film "Rocky" which 
were behind our table. Where more perfect a 
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Home Stay in 
Jerez, Spain 
On Saturday March 29th a group of Spanish 

students flew to Jerez where we were collected 

and taken to our Spanish school. There we were 

met by the Coordinator of our trip, Gill 

Thompson, and by the majority of the Spanish 

families. Some had found it difficult to access 

the school due to the Motorcycle GP event, 

which was taking place that weekend. We were 

all ferried to our homes for the week, and for 

our first taste of Spanish food and our initial 

contact with the Spanish language. 

The next day, Sunday, was spent with our 

Spanish families. Most of the group seemed to 

be very happy with their first day, and many 

visited some of the beaches within the 

boundaries of El Puerto de Santa Maria, our 

base for the week. 

Monday morning arrived and the students 

made their way to their first language classes. 

They were allocated according to age. The 

lessons finished at 11:00 a.m., and we walked 

into the town. We went to the Bull Ring, and 

then we visited the premises of the Sherry and 

Brandy Company, Osborne. The effervescent 

guide Carmen gave the group a quiz to 

complete in Spanish. We returned to the 

Spanish school for lunch, which proved to be 

filling but noisy as lunchtime for the Spanish 

school children seemed to coincide with ours. In 

the afternoon, despite the temperature of 30 

degrees, the group played football and 

basketball with a number of the Spanish pupils. 

We thrashed the Spanish boys by 2 — 1 at 

football, although they were only Year 8! 

Later we participated in a cooking session, 

assisting in the preparation of a Spanish 

omelette, a cold tomato soup known as 

Gazpacho, and some chocolate truffles. Not 

everyone appreciated the soup, but the other 

two recipes proved to be delicious. It was very 

interesting to see that sexism in the kitchen is 

dead in England — all our students proved to be 

less than agile when peeling potatoes! 

The following day, after lessons, we caught the 

ferry across the bay to Cadiz. We walked around 

the town, visited the beach and then the 

'Camera Obscura' for an incredible view of the 

whole town and bay. After a visit to a Spanish 

bar for chocolate con churros we caught the 

ferry back to our base and once again we 

returned to our Spanish families. 

Wednesday included a visit to the city of Sevilla, 

about one hour away. The guide, and by now 

friend, Carmen, provided a commentary about 

the city. We visited the Bull Ring, the Cathedral, 

the famous Giralda Tower and the Patio of the 

Orange Trees. At the end of a very full day we 

returned 'home' to our families. 

Thursday meant another early start to lessons 

but an earlier finish at 10:00. We caught the 

local train to Jerez — the city that gave us the 

word sherry. We made our way to the world 

famous centre of equestrianism to see the 

Horse Show. Later we went to the Moorish 

castle, the Alcazar and despite the appearance 

of a snake near the baths we enjoyed our 

warmest day of the trip. 

On our last full day, Friday, lessons included 

Flamenco Dancing.We followed this with a visit 

to a Spanish bar, hired their entire terraced area 

for a few hours and treated the students to 

Spanish tapas. We were joined by the guides 

Maria and Carmen, and we went to the local 

beach, a pleasant shady area. On behalf of the 

entire group Anna Bradbury presented Carmen 

with a card and a plant as a thank-you gift. 

So, the final day came around and after 

breakfast with our Spanish family we went up 

into the mountains to the east of Jerez to visit 

a whitewashed town called Arcos de la Frontera. 

We spent a couple of hours being escorted by a 

local guide around the old town and then we 

had some free time to shop, although we 

discovered how many small shops close in Spain 

for a long lunch break. The weather started to 

change as we headed for Jerez Airport and 

began our journey home. 

As we arrived on the outskirts of Solihull we 

were faced with the ominous sight of sleet and 

then snow. As we left the coach the snow 

worsened and the warmth of Spain seemed far 

away. The trip was very successful. The students 

had many opportunities to speak in Spanish and 

to listen to language in an authentic context. 

iHasta el año que viene! 

Mr G Gunning 

The German 
Christmas 
Markets Trip 
In December, 47 excited pupils and 6 equally 

excited staff set off for Aachen on our fifth such 

trip. It was a pleasure to take a record number of 

pupils and to introduce three members of staff 

to the pleasures of being in Germany during the 

festive season. 

Our destination was the excellent Hotel zur 

Heide, situated in a village close to the Belgian 

border. I am indebted to Dr Troth for his 

considerable help in organising the whole trip. 

We discovered how "green" the Germans are, as 

the service station on route boasted its own 

windmill for electricity, extensive recycling, 

using only ecologically approved detergents, 

and water saving (waterless) urinals! 

The first day in Cologne consisted of visits to 

markets, a tour of the cathedral and a guided 

walking tour of the city. After a night on the 

coach it made sense to go to the hotel promptly 

for an early night. 

On Saturday we set off to Coblenz, the 

confluence of the Rhine and the Moselle. On 

arrival at the main square, the staff was taken 

aback as the Christmas market had been re-

sited. Fortunately it was not far away. We also 

visited the nearby Marksburg castle and enjoyed 

the vista over the Rhine valley. We then 

returned to Aachen for free time in the early 

evening at the Aachen market to take in the 

atmosphere, the aromas and the occasional 

GlOhwein. At a late evening meal at the hotel, 

some had little appetite, having been unable to 

resist the temptations of sausages and German 

confectionary. 

We spent Sunday in Cologne. The Olympic 

Sports Museum proved popular, with pupils 

participating in numerous sports and comparing 

their achievements with Olympic records over 

the years. Lunchtime was spent at the lively 

Medieval Christmas market and those still 

hungry were able to stock up in the afternoon 

during our visit to the Chocolate Museum. In 

the evening we held a quiz in the hotel. Thanks 

go to Chris Troth for organising this. The last 

hours of the evening were spent playing 

inventive party games. 

The following day was the journey home. 

Luckily we had a few days on our return to 

prepare for the English festivities. I must offer 

sincere thanks to Dr Troth, Miss Holden, Miss 

Guy, Mr Babb and Mr Grandrieux for making the 

trip possible. Finally I must give special praise to 

all the pupils for their impeccable behaviour, 

which made the whole venture so worthwhile. 

Mr J McGowan 

The Black 
Country 
Museum 
The Shell Form went to the Black Country 

museum in April. We took a coach journey early 

in the morning to the museum. When we 

arrived, we were separated into our forms and 

each form was issued with a guide who showed 

us around and explained historic information to 

us. We immediately got into the habit of 

thinking that we were taken back in time to the 

Victorian era because our guide was wearing 

traditional Victorian clothing. One of the first 

things he said to the boys was, 'Ladies come 

first!' The first thing we saw was the 'tilted 

house' which as you may assume was slightly 

leaning on one side. lin those days people used 

weak cement so, under heat or pressure, the 

cement moved. Inside the house, the shelves 

looked tilted but in fact it was just the house! 

On our way further into the village we stopped 

in a general store where we saw how sweets 

came in jars. I was amazed by the variety in the 

shop; it sold everything from tealeaves to cuts 

of meat. Shortly we arrived at a small building 

which was the primary school. The Victorian 

school had two entrances for girls and boys and 

two rooms; an assembly room and a classroom. 

The teacher had a stern took on her face and 

shouted a lot. She gave us slate boards to 

practise our handwriting and checked our nails; 

some people got hit on their hand with a cane 

for wearing nail varnish. The most challenging 

thing to do was to keep our hands behind us 

because you were so tempted to rest them on 
the desk. 

Our guide then led us to a metal works were we 

saw giant anchors that weighed tons. In the 

metal works there was a smith who was making 

a chain. He poured some molten metal into a 

mould, waited for it to solidify and then plunged 

it into a bucket full of ice cold water; this made 

a loud hiss which made the group jump. The 

smith then pulled the chain out from the bucket 

and put it into the fire again. When he took it 

out this time it was glowing red-hot. He then 

proceeded to hit the chain with his hammer 

showering sparks everywhere and then another 

ring of the chain had been finished. Chain 

making was very important during the Industrial 

Revolution because chains were used in 
transport and trading. 

After this we stopped in the village for lunch.We 

had heard that the fish and chips was the best 

in England so our class felt compelled to try 

them for themselves. We decided to go to the 

fairground and got extremely dizzy on the 

merry-go-round. 

After lunch we were taken on a barge trip, which 

was very exciting. We travelled down dark 

tunnels and had a go at moving the boat with 

only our feet like they did in the days gone by. 

We learnt how useful transport was, what kind 

of transport they used and how they built 

tunnels and why they were built. 

As the day began to come to a close we went 

down into the mines with torches and learnt 

how scared the miners must have been down 

there. Inside the mine there was no light so we 

had to carry torches and helmets. The height 

inside the mine got to about a metre in some 

places so you felt dizzy and claustrophobic. We 

learnt that children worked in mines from an 

early age and were often injured and 

occasionally killed. Miners got very hot and 

were sometimes trapped. This was a day we will 

never forget and we learnt more than going to a 

museum as we thought that we were going 

back in time and lived a life during the Industrial 
Revolution. 

James Lewis and Florentina Harris 

The RAF 
Museum, 
Cosford 
On Thursday 11th October, the Fourth Form 

went on a History trip to the RAF Museum in 

Cosford. Upon arrival we were split up in small 

groups; our group went to the "Fun 'n' Fact" part 

first and we saw and tried different activities, 

such as controlling toy aeroplanes.We also tried 

different equipment to check if our eyesight 

was good enough in order to become a RAF 

pilot. After that we went to a section in the 

museum where we did a test about advertising 

and we learnt about the propaganda which used 

so widely in World War I. We designed our own 
propaganda posters. 
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After lunch we went to another part of the 

museum, where we saw models of aeroplanes, 
cars and helicopters which were likely to have 

been used in World War One. Finally we went to 

part of the museum where there were 

televisions and computers where we could read 

some fascinating biographies of famous people. 

We all had a really good time and learnt lots of 

interesting things. Thank you to Mr Reddington 

and to all the staff who organised the trip and 
came with us. 

Pooja Thanki 

Geography Field 
Course to 
Iceland 
Forty Geographers from the Upper Fifth and 

Sixth Form embarked on an unforgettable trip 

to Iceland in October half term. As always, the 

Blue Lagoon and other geothermally heated 

pools and hot tubs were a strong favourite in 

the otherwise icy temperatures and at times 

horizontal rain. Highlights of the trip included 

the geyser Strokkur erupting and taking by 

surprise a few of us who were keen to get a little 

too close; a round of boiled eggs cooked in the 

fumaroles at Hveragerdi (epicentre of the May 

earthquake which hit the news); some 

magnificent waterfalls and volcanic craters; the 

Sotheimajokull glacier, which has retreated a 

frighteningly large distance since our first trip in 

1996; and a hilarious horse-riding activity. 

We managed to watch the Rugby World Cup 

Final, thanks to some technical wizardry from 

Mr Covill, although the result was only enjoyed 

by one of our number, who travelled on a South 

African passport. The friendly staff at the hotel 

made a huge birthday cake for the three who 

celebrated whilst away, but there was a short 

supply of the celebratory raw putrefied shark 

meat, pickled in schnapps this time! And how 

wonderful it was to read about the inspiration 

gained from the whole experience on many 

UCAS testimonials, and the fond memories the 

Upper Sixth refer to in their Leavers' Yearbook. 

Mrs A C Roll 
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AS Field Course 
to Castlehead 
At the end of the Spring Term the Lower Sixth 
Geographers ventured to Castlehead in the Lake 
District, to collect data for their AS coursework. 
We stayed in a field study centre close to the 
coast, which was most hospitable. 

We saw first hand the flood management 
measures put in place in KendaL We collected 
data on sand dune colonisation and succession 
at Sandscale Hawes, investigated urban 
geography in the market town of Kendal, and 
spent a fantastic day walking up Coniston to 
appreciate the glacial features. 

The evenings were great fun and we had time to 
play table football, table tennis and rather angry 
rugby and football in the gym. The food was 
great quality - each night we enjoyed a three-

course meal. 

The data collection process was not as daunting 
as first thought - watching people falling down 
the dunes and energetically chasing their sheets 
in the pounding wind was most enjoyable! The 
field study centre tutors, with their expertise 
and unique personalities, made the field work a 
really enjoyable experience. 

The coach journey home was filled with the 
sound of a thoroughly interesting and enjoyed 

week - silence! 

James Wolfe 

GCSE 
Geography 
Fieldwork in 
The Malverns 
Despite a terrible weather forecast, the Lower 
Fifth completed some excellent data collection 
in the Malvern area this year. Although there 
were few tourists around to interview due to 
the rain, everyone entered into the spirit of the 

fieldwork and gained an enormous amount 
from the work carried out. In Great Malvern 
pupils experienced a wide range of data 
collection skills including traffic, pedestrian and 
car park counts; a questionnaire survey; a land 
use survey; and recorded observations through 
photographs. On the hills we identified 
potential conflicts of interest and how these 
may be managed, carried out environmental 
surveys and rediscovered the skill of field 

sketching. 

Pupils were surprised at the number of 
teenagers enjoying a day out in the Malverns, as 
they had previously assumed it was an area that 
attracted mainly older adults. The following day 
a phone call was received at school from a lady 
who took part in the questionnaire survey, who 
wished to let us know what a polite and 
charming group we were! 

Mrs A C Roll 

Shell Form Field 

about limestone in class we wanted to see it in 

the real world. 

Our first stop was at Treak Cliff Cavern, where 
the semi-precious stone Blue-John was 
discovered by miners originally searching for 
lead. Fossils were clearly visible on the roof of 
this cave from the shells and skeletons of sea 
creatures that sank to the seabed in layers of 
sediment, to eventually form the rock. As we 
walked further into the cave we reached the 
part that was formed by whirling underground 
rivers drilling large potholes. We could see 
stalactites and stalagmites, formed by dripping 
water, and we could see how they formed in 

lines along joints. 

Next was a walk along the foot of Mam Tor, 
which is a hill, made of a rock called shale that 
weathers very easily. This has resulted in 
massive landslides and the permanent closure 
of the road we were walking along. The walk 
showed us very clearly what limestone scenery 
looks like as we crossed from shale to a 
limestone landscape. In Winnatt's Pass we could 
see the joints and bedding planes that have 
opened up in the rock. It demonstrated the 
formation of a limestone gorge brilliantly. 

The final section was a visit to Castleton which 
is very tourist oriented. The plan of the village is 
centred towards Peveril Castle, one of the first 
and greatest castles in England, and which we 
had viewed earlier from Mam Tor. 

It was a very enjoyable day out and we learnt a 
lot of geography in the process that we could 
never have appreciated in the classroom. We 
had a fantastic time and are looking forward to 
many more geography trips in the future. 

Elizabeth Humphreys, Sanika Karandikar, 
Jack Fowles, Hannah Smith, Emily Hodge, 

Rajveer Chohan 

After the school exams had finished in June, the 
Third Form went on a trip to Manchester United 
Football Club, as part of our work on Geography 
and Sport. During the preceding weeks we had 
been learning about a wide range of 
geographical issues that can be studied through 
football. On arrival we undertook an 
environmental assessment of the surrounding 
industrial and residential environment, walking 
along Sir Matt Busby Way and Railway Road.We 
considered the issues of litter, vandalism, traffic 
congestion and parking on match days. The 
highlight of the trip was undoubtedly the tour 
of the stadium, which included the home 
changing rooms and we were able to sit in the 
very places where our heroes change! We were 
also allowed to sit in the home and visitor's 
dugout, (although Sir Alex Ferguson's seat had 

been removed), and we visited the players' (and 
WAGs') lounge. 

Through our visit we were able to appreciate 

the reasons why the North, East and West Stand 

have been extended, and why it is not possible 

to extend the South Stand due to the proximity 

of the railway and houses. The reduced sunlight 

would also have a disastrous effect on the pitch. 

We also learned about the other events and 

activities that are held at Old Trafford and the 

jobs that are generated through these. The 

newly opened Munich Tunnel was a very 

emotional part to the tour, it being the fiftieth 

Anniversary of the air disaster. Finally, we also 

considered how E-On and the F.A. are 

attempting to reduce the "carbon footy print" 

by encouraging car sharing and coach journeys 

to matches. We did manage to catch a glimpse 

of the European and Premier League champions 

cups, but it was disappointing that there was an 

extra charge to see these properly. All in all we 

had a fantastic day out and learned a huge 
amount of Geography. 

Patrick Blakey 

In October the Shell Forms set off on a 
geography field course to the Peak District to 
investigate carboniferous limestone features 
and their effects on the local area.After learning 

Course to 	Manchester 
Castleton 	United Football 

Club 

We were pleased to have fresh snow to ski on 

every day and though the conditions were poor 

on one afternoon because the snow came early 

in the afternoon, it made for some excellent 

powder skiing for the rest of the week. 

An early Easter was not universally popular 

amongst educators, but it provided us with a 

good chance of well-covered slopes and Alpe 

D'Huez provided the height to ensure that our 

group enjoyed a good full week. The Hotel 'Beau 

Soleil' had the great advantage of being right on 

the ski slopes, with barely a walk to the nearest 

lift and some very challenging runs. The omens 

were already good when we had to cut through 

a fair depth of falling snow just to get the coach 

to the hotel car park. 

Upper School 
Skiing 

As ever, the fun of the trip depended very much 

on a small group of involved staff, protecting 

the safety of the student group and particular 

thanks are owed to all those who came, Mrs 

Brough, Mr Babb and most especially our 

debutante staff members Ms Trim and Ms 

Powell. Finally, my thanks to the student group 

and their parents without whom, quite literally, 

the trip could not have gone ahead. Next year 

the snow show rolls on to an old favourite at 

Serre Chevalier! 

Many of the intermediate skiers appreciated the 

chance to ski on good slopes over long distances 

to cafes and villages at the edge of the ski area. 

Some of the senior girls, Corinne, Dahlia, Laura 

and Chelsey, just enjoyed a last school holiday 

together before the challenge of their final 

exams.We had a 'notable' karaoke evening — will 

anyone ever forget Matt Alderson and Josh 

Bowen's performance of Britney Spears' "Hit me 

baby one more time"? And we were also treated 

to a well-designed activity 'quiz', set up by a 

couple of very enthusiastic ski 'reps' at the 
hotel. 

Advanced skiers such as Matt Derry, Grace 

Jackson and Mike Kitchen, discovered the 

benefits of the Black runs from the top lift, the 

longest being a 'mere' 17 kilometers, though the 

latter stages were agreed by all to be rather flat 

and boring! The Tunnel attracted many and 

some could even deal with the great mogul field 

that appeared at its exit, whilst others settled 

for using the pisted path round the edge of it. 

Lesser skiers, amongst whom Kiran Chouhan got 

my award for most improved beginner, enjoyed 

the benefits of a vast 'bowl' with a number of 

runs all leading back near to the hotel. Our two 

snowboarders, Dan Connelly and Joe Brady 

found that the two 'snow parks' offered them 

real variety and the chance to work on their 
jumps. 

Mr M R Brough 

Lower and 
Middle School 
Skiing 

fa. 

It was a sunny, unseasonably warm afternoon in 

February, when a record number of boys and 

girls boarded two coaches in the school car park, 

bound for Mauterndorf in the Austrian Alps. The 

journey down to Austria was as usual, far less 

painful than expected, and certainly on one 

coach, an almost respectful amount of sleep 

was had! We did encounter slight navigational 

difficulties however, and our drivers wore a 

bemused expression for the latter part of the 
journey. 

Nonetheless, we arrived at the resort in 

excellent time, went straight to ski-fit, and had 

free time to prepare for our first day's skiing.We 

were a mixed group in terms of ability but had 

Shenstonian Shenstonian 
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access to a vast array of skiing areas that were 

covered on our extensive pass. We started the 

week at the nearby resort of Fanningberg, which 

although quite small, offered a considerable 

amount of varied terrain. The beginners did 

tremendously well on their first day, whilst the 

intermediates and advanced groups found their 

level and regained their ski legs. 

We were lucky to have great snow conditions, 

firm packed snow, powder at the top, and blue 

skies! After two days took all the groups over to 

Obertauern, a superb high resort, with an 

amazing array of varied and challenging skiing. 

Most groups took the opportunity to try the 

'speed gate' with some truly amazing speeds 

being recorded! Every group seemed to have a 

favourite run, the advanced group seemed to 

favour one particularly steep 'black', which they 

wanted to do again, and again, and again! All 

groups tried out the 'ski-robics' area which was 

amusing; a chance to warm up aching muscles 

to rather strange 'music' before descending the 

slopes. 

We witnessed some splendid tumbles and there 

was usually a 'tumble of the day' award 

mentioned over supper. These awards were not 

restricted to pupils, and there was one quite 

spectacular wipeout involving two members of 

staff, trying to reach a pupil who had also taken 

a tumble! 

The apres ski was varied enjoyable and the 

group engaged in a skittles tournament, albeit 

with a rather antiquated system, curling, a quiz, 

and the all important 'lotto' evening! Thanks to 

all the staff who accompanied the trip, and 

worked hard to ensure everything went without 

hitch or (serious) injury, especially Mr Ron 

Smith, who ventures out of retirement every 

year to help on the trip with boundless energy 

and vigour. 

Mrs R R Hadley 
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